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DISASTERS AT SEA. 


I.OSS OF TUB NOTTINGHAM GALLKY, IItH DECEM- 
BEK J710. BY CAPTAIN JOHN DEAN*. 

The Nottingham Galley of 120 tons, 10 guns, 
and 14 men, commanded by Captain John Dean, 
the autlior of the following narrative, sailed with 
different commodities Trom England and Ireland, 
for Boston, on the 25th of September 1710. 

“ Meeting with contrary winds,” the narrator 
proceeds, “ and bad weather, it was the beginning 
of December before we first made land, to the 
eastward of Piscataqua, in New England. We 
then hauled southerly for Massachuset’s Bay, un¬ 
der a hard gale of wind at north-east, accompa¬ 
nied with rain, hail, "and snow, which prevented 
an observation being made during ten or twelve 
days. On the 11th we handed all our sails, except 

* The oripnal account of this shipwreck is now of rare oc¬ 
currence. What is related here has been obtained from diiFecpfft 
editions of it^ and other sources. 
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the fore-sail; kept it and the raain-top-sail (Jouble- 
reefed, ordering one hand forward to look out. 
• Between eight and nine in the evening, going for¬ 
ward myself, I saw breakers already whereon I 
called out to put the helm hard a-starboard; but 
before ogfeld wear, arid indeed my orders 

were' so ill obeyed that she struck on the east end 
of the rock called Boon Island, seven leagues east¬ 
ward of Piscataqua River. 

The second or third sea hove the ship alongside 
of the island 5 she laboured so violently, and the 
waves ran so high, that we were unable to stand 
Oh deck; and although the rock was not above 
thirty or forty yards distant, the weather was so 
thick, that we could not see it. Thus we were 
justly thrown into consternation, at the sad pros- 
, pect of quickly perishing in the sea. I imme¬ 
diately called all hands down to the cabin, where 
we continued a few minutes, earnestly supplicating 
mercy of Providence. But well knowing that 
prayers without e^sertions are vain, I ordered all 
up again to cut the masts by the board. Several, 
however, sunk so cojaplelely under the racks of 
conscience, that they were unable to move. We 
oh deck, nevertheless, cut the weathermost sltrouds; 
and tlie vessel heeling towards the rock, the force 
of the sea soon broke the masts, ajid they fell to¬ 
wards the shore. 

One of the men went out on the bowsprit,, and 
on returning, told me that#!i'^ sallr something black 
ahead^ and would venture to get on sliore accom¬ 
panied .by any otber person, I therefore desired 
s(«ne of my best swimmers, being my mate ar^d 
^ore,to go with him, andif they recovered thc- 
ro^,4o givd notice of it by their shouts, and di¬ 
rect us the most secure place. 



NOTTllfOHAM GALLEY. 


9 

Reipembering some Ihoney aiul papers lhat 
might be of use, uiid al^o trying to save i^ipe brfikp* 
<ly and ammunition, I went dowd and opened the 
places where they were •, but the ship bilging^ 
her decks opening, her back breaking, and the 
beams giving way, so that thA stern'i?^^ almost 
under water, I was obliged forward to 

save myself from imme<(liate dfstruction. 

Having iieard nothing of the first adventurers, I 
conchtded them lost; yet notwithstanding this, I 
was under the necessity of myself making the sam^ 
venture on the foremast, stripping off most of my 
dot lies, and moving gradually forward betwixt 
every sea, until at last quitting it, I cast myself 
with all my strength towards the rock. But the 
water being quite low, and the rock extremely 
slippery, 1 could get no hold, and laoerated my 
hands and arms in a miserable manner. Every 
wash of the sea brought me off again, so that it 
was with the utmost peril and difficulty that at 
length I got safe ashore. The rest of the men 
were exposed to the same dangers; still, through 
the mercy of heaven, we all escaped with our 
lives. • • 

After endeavouring to discharge the salt water I 
had swallowed, and creeping a little way up the 
rock, 1 heard the three men mentioned before •, and 
against ten o’clock, having all met together, we 
with joyful hearts returned humble thanks to Pro¬ 
vidence for our*deft^ance from such imminent 
perils. Next we tried to gain shelter to the lee¬ 
ward oj the rock, but found it so small and incon¬ 
siderable, being but one hundred 3rards long, and 
fifty broad, that it could afford none; and likewise 
so extremely craggy, that we coidd not yuaHTto 
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.C^r^lves w&rtti. *The wither yet^conti- 
itoed'eliccessively cold, with rain and snow. 

'^^As lwon asiday-light appeared, I repaired to- 
the place where we came ashore, expecting 
,,to find sufficient provisions for our sustenance 
fi'oni th#t^jfreckjjft>ut nothing could be procured, 
except sev^raS*'^eces of the masts and yards, 
among some old jtiirnk and cables, which the an¬ 
chors had prevented from being carried away, and 
Ijept floating at some distance about the rock. 
Part of the ship’s stores, with pieces of plank and 
timber, old sails, and canvas, drove on shore j but 
«io provisions, except some small fragments of 
cheese, which we picked up from amongst the 
rock weedi amounting in all to the quantity of 
three small cheeses. ^ 

We used our utmost endeavours to obtain fire, 
by means of a steel and flint which we had with 
us, and also by means of a drill with a very swift 
motion, but having nothing except what had been 
long soaked in- water, we were unsuccessful; and, 
after persisting eight or ten days, abandoned it 
as a fruitless, attempt, night w'e crowded up¬ 

on one another under canvas, so as to preserve our 
mutual heat. • i 

Next day, the weather clearing a little, and'tend¬ 
ing to frost, I went out, and, observing the main 
land, asceitained it to be Cape Neddock. I there¬ 
fore encouraged my men with the hopes of being 
discovered by fishing shall^f^ or other vessels, in 
their occasional passages hither, and desired them 
to go about and bring together whatever ^ilanks 
they could procure; as also caipje|nter’s tools, stores, 
and the like, for the purpose of^building a boat. 

’lIHK^ook then coihplaining that he was almost 
starved, ayd his countenance indicating his illuesS, 
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I ordered him t6 remain with two or three 
whom the frost had seized. About nooti, the m^ 
acquainted me that he was dead; therefore, we laid 
him in a convenient place for the sea to carry*him 
away. None then proposed to eat his body, though 
several afterwards acknowledge that t!^j^ as well 
as myselh had thoughts of it. ,, 

After we had remained here two or three daysg: 
the weather being excessively cold, and the frost 
very ilbtense, it affected the hands and feet of most 
of us to such a degree as to deprive them of sensa¬ 
tion, and render them almost useless. They were 
also benumbed and discoloured in such a manner, 
as to create great apprehensions of ensuing, morti¬ 
fication. We pulled off our shoes and cut off out 
boots; but, in getting free of our,stockings, no^y 
of us, whose legs were blistered, pulled away- 
and all, and l^cewise some of the nails of their toes. 
We wrapped our legs and feet as warm up as pos¬ 
sible in oakum and canvas; but those who were 
most active, preserved their health better than the 
others. 

We now began to build a tent of a triangular 
form, each side being abcTut eight feet long. It 
was covered with such sails and old canvas as came 
ashore. Within there was just room for us all to 
lie down, each on one side, so that. none could 
turn unless the whole turned, which was done 
about every two hours, on notice given. We also 
fixed a staff to the tent, on which wa« 

hoisted a piece of clpmUike a flag, as often as th< 
weat^pr would permit, in order to attract the atten¬ 
tion of any vessels that might come near. 

We likewise codimenced building a boat of th< 
planks and timber belonging.to the wreclj^^ui 
T^ool^ were, the blade of a cutlass, made into a sav 
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vnth f>|t||r k|^iy>es»; a hammer, and a caulking mallet, 
Wei/c^d aome nails in the of the roc^, and 
others outivof the sheathing. Three planks 
laid flat for the bottom, and two, designed for 
iiach .side, flxed to staunchings, and let into the 
bottom tii ^^ rs. wjlh two short pieces at each end. 
Qne bread^o^ jdw Holland duck was likewise 
round the sides, to keep out the spray of the 
sea. We caulked that was possible with oakum 
drawn from the old junk, and filled up tht cre¬ 
vices with long pieces of canvas, secured as well as 
might be. ,Som€ sheet-lead and leather, which we 
found, proved of use, A short mast was put up, 
to which we fixed a square sail, and prepared seven 
paddles to row, and one longer than these for steer- 
But the carpenter, who at this time would have 
been of most use to us, was, from indisposition, 
scarcely able to aflbrd either assistance or ad¬ 
vice j and all the rest, except niyself and two more, 
were so benumbed and feeble as to be unable to 
move. The weather, besides, was of such extreme 
rigour, that we could seldom stay above four hours 
of the day out of the tent, and some days we could 
do nothing at all. * 

After hanng been here about a week without 
any kind of provisions, except the cheese already 
mention^, and some beef bones, which we ate 
after being beaten to pieces, we saw three boats 
pe^ly five leagues distant from the rock. ' This, it 

may be easily imagined,,remksd*us not a little, 
believing that the day of our deliverance was now 
arrived. I caused all the men creep out of the 
tent, and shout aloud together as ^ as our strength 
could accomplish} and we als^ xbade all the sig- 

devise, but in vain j for they neither 
heanfnbr saw us. However, the sight of then^ was 
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no small encouragement; because their,coming 
from the south-west, an4 the wind being at north* 
east, gave us reason to conclude that our distress 
might be known by the wreck driving on shor^. 
Thence we.presum^ that they were come out in 
search of us, and that they wouM daily^d^so when 
the weather permitted. Jn this manher did we 
flatter ourselves with fruitless hopes of deliver* 
ance. v 

Jusf before finishing our boat, Providence ba 4 
so ordained that the carpenter's axe was cast upon 
the rock by the sea, whereby we were enabled to 
complete our work. But we had then hardly 
strength enough to get Iter into the water. 

About the Sllstof December, the boat being just 
perfected, the day fine, and the water smooth, 
smoother than ever we had seen it, w-e consultect 


wlio should make the attempt to gain the shore. 
I thereupon olfered myself as one of the adventur¬ 
ers, which the rest agreed to, because 1 was tiie 
stron};est, and therefore fittest to undergo whatever 
extremities we might be reduced to. My mate, 
also desirous of trying it, od'ered himself as one to 
accompany me, thereforeT was allowed him, my 
brother, and four more. Thus commiUiiig our en¬ 
terprise to Divine Providence, all who were able 
came out of the tent, and with much difficulty we 


got our poor patched up boat to the water side, 
where the surf running very high, we were obliged 
to wade very launch her. This being 

done, and 1 with another having embarked, the 
swell of the sea heaved her along shore, and over¬ 
set her upon us, whereby we narrowly escaped 
being drowned; and the unlucky boat was entirely 
staved in pieces. In this, manner was oui^^Qsrter- 
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prise disfippointedy land our hopes aU at ouce tie- 
stroycd. 

What still heightened our afflictions, and servcil 
tp aggravate our miserabJe ]>rospects, and render 
our deliverance less ]>ractK able, was losing, with 
the boat;^j^eth tiiolixe and hammer, wliu h would 
have been of great ust, had we attt rwards alti mpl- 
ed to build a raft. Yet \\* u'ason to admire 
the goodness of God in maknig our disaiipomtiiK nt 
the means ofonr safety for that aft* moon the w iimI 
rising, blew very hard, so that liud wv 1 ms n at 'x i 
in such an imitation of a boat, nt •■houM lu all 
probability, have perished; and the rest lett be- 
nind could liave met no better a fate, as they were 
unable to help themselves. 

We were now reduced to the most deplorable 
and melancholy situation imaginable, almost evei n 
man but lIl 3 ^^eU being weak to extremit\, and m ,\r 
ly starved Willi hungei and cold Tli»-ii liaiid'* and 
feet were frozen and mortified, tlu / had hv '*« df * p 
ulcers in theirlegs, offcnsiv e to us w ho roiihl • mw I in¬ 
to the open air, and wanted (v orv thing v, hnrew itlito 
dressthem, excepting a pu'cc ol lineuwlin hwascast 
ashore. Wc had no tire ; the w ealliei t onlimicd ex¬ 
cessively cold ; our small stock ot cheese was ex¬ 
hausted, and nothing left to support our leeble bo¬ 
dies but rock-weed and a few mussels, scarce and 
difficult to be got, and, at most, not above two or 
three a-day for ea<‘h man. Tallis our wretched 
bodies were perishing, and^we^lftronsolate spirits 
overpowered witli the dreadful appreiicnsion of 
starving, without any appearance of reliei^ Be¬ 
sides, to heiglitcn this accumulation of evils, if 
possible, we had reason to fear that (he approach- 
ing^«$>£ing tides, if accompanied by high winds, 
might tot^ly overflow the rock where we had esta¬ 
te 
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blishe^ our miserable abode.' How dism^ 
situation must have been cannot be pxpresSwi" 
The pinching of cold and hunger, the extremity of 
pain and weakness, the racks of horror and con¬ 
science to many, and foresight of certain but lin¬ 
gering death, destitute of the most remote* views of 
escaping. How heightened, how aggravated, was 
such misery ! yet it was true. Most of our co:i|i»- 
pany were thence ready to die with horror hpd 40- 
pair, without the smallest hopes of succburv'^ ' 

For my own part, I did my utmost to ehcourkg^J 
myself, and exhorted the rest to trust in God, arid 
patiently wait for his salvation. Providence, 
little to alleviate our distress, and fortify our faith, 
guided my mate to strike down a Sea gull, which he 
joyfully brought to me j and I distributed an equal 
portion to every one. Though raw, and scarce a 
mouthful to each, we received and ate ii thankful¬ 
ly. God was pleased to indulge me, not only with 
greater health of body, but even with vigour of 
mind above the rest, and I was the better enabled 
to labour in tln.ir behalf. 

The last method of safetjjr which we could pos¬ 
sibly devise, was constructing a raft that might 
carry two men. Tliis w”ds earnestly urged by 
one of our people, a Swede,' a stout brave fellow; 
but whoJiad, during our distress, lostifae use of 
bdth his feet by the frost. He frequently impor¬ 
tuned me to attempt our deliverance by such 
expedient, and ottiwd^o accompany me. Or if T; 
refused, to go' alone. After deliberate ihoui|hts 
and copsidemtion, we resolved on framing a\raft. 
It was very diffiOuk and'laborious; bdwe^i&r, to 
clear the fore-y^iM^il^ which it Wi^s chiefly to be 
made, from the jun^i account thal: oipgjMrtt- 
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so lew 4 nd weak, and our tc>ol8 so 

ii|/^ W^pnip^lishe^ it, and split the yard 
!r. i Sid[e>piecps, twelve feet long^ were 
li^ade of the two parts. Other spars were fixed, 
i^d sontp of the lightest planks we could procure 
added, to the breadth 6f four feet, first spiking, and 
n fastening them firm. We likewise put up a 
and made a sail of two hammocks that were 
also a paddle for each man,'and a 
in case of necessity. 

Tfce difficulty thus surmounted, and the work 
lltought to a period, the Swede would frequently 
me, whether T meant to accompany him j and 
gave d^e to understand, timt if 1 declined it, there 
was another ready to embrace tbe ofter. 

^' About Ifj^e present time, having observed a sail 
<iomeout dfPiscataqua River, towards 7 leagues 
to the westward, we again made all the signals we 
hq^ld’} but the wind being at north-west, and the 
'Standing to eastward, she was quickly out of 
without ever’eoming near us, wliich was a 
great tnorlification to our hopes. 

Ifhe next day being moderate, and a slight 
breeze setting in right on shore, as the raft was 
finished, tlm two men were very solicitous 
tCKhaire it launched i which the mate as str^iuously. 
opposed, hecau^ it was then too late, being two 
|hc afternoep. But 4hey, urging the light 
j^ghts, beg^fed of me tO' ha^ to which 

t i^ l^t^agrced^ first; enterprise to 

blessing. Bothupon it, but the swell 
rohingf^ very muchi i^oon bverset the as^ it did 
our boftb. , /iThe Swi^Ci disreg^ing thd accident, 

the other, however^ being no swim* 
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as he ajipeared»,I caugbt^hold of him 

him ; but h 0 ^was so‘mucMjscall!ragodi thl^,be wi$ 

afraid to make a second attempt. , , 

I then desired the Swede to assist iti !g!eiling the 
ralft cmt of the water, that he nhght abide a more 
favourable opportunity; but. he,,though unable to 
stand, persisted in bis.resoli|^anid, as he 
kneeling on the rOck, caught hold pf my ^ ||||^, 
and vehemently besought me to accotiipU^; :|i^ 
on the raft. ** I am sure I shall die,” said 
“ but 1 have great hopes of being the means <w 
saving your life, and that of the rest oif the people. 
If you will not go, however, , as I am; remotely 
bent to venture, though by myself alomeit^l beg 
you to aid me in turning the raft, and tol^lp me 
upon it” I endeavoured, still farther, 4o 
him, representing the impossibility of readhing idife 
main-land in twice the time he might have doiie 
before, being deprived of the mast and sail; but Jie 
remained indexible, adding,u with imprecatipps^ 
that he had rather perish in the sea, than slay one^ 
day longer in such a wretched condition.,, 

By this time another n<un came down and of* 
jfered to adventure 5 therefore, they got upon the 
raft, and i launched them olT, they pa|h^pj|a% 
desiring us to go to prayers, as also to watch W 
came of them; 1 diU so, and by 
th^ half-way to the main^ and supposed i^at lpey 
might reach the^shore id>dut two in haorni^ 
But I. conceive that 0^y ^ 

that the violence of the jea overset 
they f>erish€di as it blew hard jfew the higSd;* for 
two days afterwai^, the raft was foUPd dp shore, 
and one man dead sd>oot a .daiki fham it; pdth a 
•paddle fastened to his wrist; but the Swd^ who 
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was forward in- the enterprise, was never 

heajr^i^ftiore^ ^ 

iM .on the desolate island,vwaited daily for de- 
UviSl^nce i and our expectations rose the higher, 
observing, a smoke in two. days issuing from the 
woods, which was^the signal preconcerted if the 
men arrived safe.. As it continued every day, and 
we were nulling to believe that it was made on 
|r, own account, though we saw no appearance 
ofariy thing towards our relief, we, nevertheless, 
liupposed that the delay was occasioned by their 
not being able to procure a vessel so soon as they 
d^ired; and this hope, under God, served to bear 
Uj* our spirits and support us. 

But'istill our great want was provisions, for we 
had nothing to eat but rock weed, and a very few 
'mussels; and the spring-tide being over, safely 
thank God, we could scarce get any at all. When 
no other person was able, I have, myself, gone 
several days to the shore at low water, without 
procuring more than two or three a piece, which, 
when obtained, my stomach refused, and rather 
leoeived rock weed. I ■was frequently in danger 
m losing my hands andwrms, by putting them so 
often in the water. 


Qn our first arrival we saw several seals upon the 
rock j; and supposing that they might harbour there 
in th<§ night, 1 walked round it at midnight, but 
cchild never get any of them. We also saw a great 
many fowls, but they perceiviu^us daily there, 
would not come^to Ihe rodt to lodge, so that we 
ca^ht none. 

disappointment was very grievous^ and 
served to’aggravate-our miseries still more. But 
it additional affliction on a brother I had 

with and imother young gentleman, neither of. 
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whom had ever been at sea, or before endured any 
severities. They were now reduced to last ex.- 
tremity, having no assistance but what they re-; 
eeived from me. 

Meantime we were tolerably well supplied with 
fresh -water from the rain and melted snow in the 
cavities of the rock; but during frost we preferred 
ice, which I, carried in lumps to the side of the 
tent. We drank the water out of a powder horn ; 
and i^ was given in the same way to the isick 
within the tent. 

Part of a green hide, fastened to a piece of tha 
main-yard, being thrown up by the sea, the men 
importuned me to bring it to the tent, which, when 
done, we minced small, and swallowed it vora-r 
ciously. 

About this time I set the men to open out junk; 
and, when the weather would permit, I thatclied 
the tent, in the best manner my strength allowed, 
with the rope-yarn, that it might the better shel¬ 
ter us from the rigour of the climate. It proved of 
such service, as to resist two or three hours of rain, 
and preserved us from the cold pinching winds^^ 
which were always very •severe upon us. Fut- 
ther, it was useful for making bands, in which 
I swathed myself up at night, on parting with my. 
wet clothes. ^ 

About the latter end of December, ;our cai^en- 
ter, aged towards 47, a corpulent man, and natu¬ 
rally of a dull heayy phlegmatic constitution: and 
disposition, complained of an excessive, pairi in his 
back, and stifthess in his neck. From out first 
comingr on shore he had always been very ill, ind 
lost the use of his feet; and was now also almost 
choked with phlegm, for want of strength to dis- 
rjiarge it, so that in our apprehension her drew 
near his end. We prayed over him, and used our 
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utmost <fendeavours to be serviceable to him lu hi»> 
iast moments; though spechless, he shewed that 
he was sensible, and di^ that night. 

We suffered the body to remain with us till 
morning, when I desired those who were best able 
to remove it I crept out myself to see whether 
Providence had yet sent us any thing to satisfy 
mir craving appetites. Returuing before noon, 
and observing that the dead body still remained, I 
asked the men why they had not removed* it: to 
which they answered, that all were not able. 1 
therefore fastened a rope to it, and, giving the ut¬ 
most of my assistance, we, with some difficulty, 
got it out of the tent. But the fatigue and consi¬ 
deration of our misery together, so overcame my 
spirits, tliat, being ready to faint, I crept into the 
lent, and was no sooner there, than, as the highest 
aggravation of distress, the men began requesting 
me to give them the body of their lifeless comracm 
to eat, the better to su}>j>ort their own existence. 

This was of all I had hitherto experienced the 
most grievous and shocking to me, to see myself 
and my company, who, but three weeks before, 
were laden with provisions, now reduced to such 
a deplorable situation, that two of us were abso¬ 
lutely starved to death: we knew not what was 
become of other two, and the rest, though still sur¬ 
viving, were at the last extremity, and necessitated 
to eat the dead for support of their lives. 

After mature reflection and aMiSuItation on the 
lawfulness or sinfulness of the act on the one hand, 
and absolute necessity on the other, judgment, 
conscience, and other considerations were Obliged 
to submit to the more prevailing arguments of 
our craving appetite. Therefore, we at last de- 
renniired to satisfy our hunger, and support oui 

4 
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}ee1»It) bodies with the carcase of the deceased. 
We tVst ordered his skin, head, hands, feet, and 
bowels to be buried in the sea, and the body to be 
quartered, for convenience of drying and carriage. 
To these directions, 1 again received for answer, 
that all the people were unable; but they entreat¬ 
ed that I would [perform it for tliem—a task very 
grievous, and not readily complied vvilii; buttiteir 
incessant prayers'and entreaties at last prevailed, 
and l)y night I had completed my labour. 

I then cut part of the flesh into thin slices, and, 
washing it in salt water, brought it to the tent, 
where I obliged the men to eat rock weed along / 
with it, to serve instead of bread. The first por- ■ 
tionthat I myself ate was the gristly part of the 
breast, scraped clean of flesh ; yet my stomach 
loathed it, though the cruel cravings-of hunger 
had led me oftencr than once to survey the sore 

4 

extremities of my fingers with a longing eye. 

My mate and twp others refused to eat any that 
night; but next morning complied, and earnestly 
desired to partake w^h the rest. 

I found that they all ate abundantly, and W4tht 
tlio utmost greediness ; so that 1 was constrained to | 
carry the quarters farther from the tent, to a 
craggy,eminence, quite out of their reach, lesttliey ;■ 
might injure themselves by over-eating,* as also, > 
consume our small stock too soou. 

1 likewise limited’each man to an equal proportion, ' 
that none miglit Cftiarre),or cnterlaiii hard thoughts , 

of myself, or one another; and I was the more 
obliged to jjursue this method, because, in a few j 
days, 1 found their very natural dispositions chang¬ 
ed ; and that affectionate peaceable temper they 
had hitherto displayed altogether lost. Their eyes 
^verc wild and staring, their countenances fierce ^ 

VOL. II. B 
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and barbarous, and, instead of obeying my com¬ 
mands, US' they had universally and readily done 
before, I found that all I could say, and even 
prayers and entreaties, were vain and fruitless. 
Nothing was now to be heard but brutish quarrels, 
instead of that quiSt submissive spirit of prayer 
and supplication which we had previously enjoyed. 
Nor were these the only evils, for the ulcerations of 
the people became w'orse, from feeding on human 
flesh ; and 1 suffered equally in this respect. But 
taking the fat from the kidneys of the deceased, I 
made a salve of it, and applied it to the parts af¬ 
fected. 

This, together with the dismal prospect of future 
want, obliged me to keep a strict watch over the 
rest of the body% lest any of the men, if able, 
should get to it ; and when it was consumed, that 
we should be forced to feed on the living, w’hich 
w'e must certainly have done had we staid a few' 
days longer. 

But now the goodness of God began to appear, 
and make provision for our deliverance, by putting 
it into the hearts of tVie good people, w'here our 
raft drove ashore, to come out in search of us, on 


the morning of the 2<1 of January. 

Just while I w'as crawding out of the tent, I saw 
a shallop, half-way from shore, standing directly 
towards us, which it iimy be easily imagined wa.s 
life from death. How great, our joys and satisfac¬ 
tions were, at the prospect of s^speedy aiul un¬ 
expected a deliverance, no tongue if able to ex¬ 
press, nor thoughts can conceive. 

Our good and welcome friends came to aii 


anchor, at about !00 yards distance to the south¬ 
west, the swell preventing them from approaching 
nearer. But their anchor coming home, obliged 
them to slaiid off until.about noon, waiting for 



NOTTINGHAM GALLEY. 


19 


sraootber water upon the flood. Meantime, our 
passions were differently moved; our expectations 
of deliverance, and appreliensions of disappoint¬ 
ment, strongly affected our weak and disordered 
spirits. , 

1 gave the strangers an account of our miseries 
in every respect, except the want of provisions. 
This I did not mention, lest it might restrain them 
from voining on shore, from the fear of being 
forced by the weather to remain with us. I ear¬ 
nestly entreated them to attempt our immediate de¬ 
liverance, or at least, if possible, to furnish us with 
fire, which, with the utmost hazard and difficulty, 
they at last accomplished, by sending a small 
canoe with one man, wlio, with great labour, made 
the shore, # 

After helping him up with his canoe, and 
observing nothing^to eat, I asked him whether 
he could give us some fire, which he answertid 
in the affirmative. His astonishment was such, 
at seeing me look so thin and meagre, that at 
first he could hardly speak. But recollecting 
himsell, after several qitf?stions asked on both 
sides, he went with me to the tent, where he was 
surprised to see such a number of us in a condition 
so deplorable: Our flesh was wasted, and our looks 
so ghasi ly, that we truly exhibited a very dismal 
appearance. In our progress thither the stran¬ 
ger, ('asting his eye on the remains of our com¬ 
rade’s flesh, exposed on the summit of the rock, 
expressed his ’satisfaction that we were not totally 
destitute ; I acquiesced in his remark, but kept 
the truth to myself. 

We made a fire with some difficulty. I deter- 
ipined myself to go on board with the man, and 
afterwards to send for the rest, one or two at a 
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time, and accordingly we both got into tbC'Canoe. 
But the sea immediately drove it with such violence 
against the rock, that we were overset into the wa¬ 
ter; and I being being very weak, it was a great 
while l)efore I coirfd recover myself. Thus I had 
again a very narrow csca|:>e from drowning. 

The good man, with extraordinary labour, him¬ 
self got on board without me, intending, if the 
weather permitted, to return next day with greater 
conveniences. 

It was a painful sight to see our worthy friends 
in the shallop stand awaj for the shore without 
us j but (rod, who orders all our affairs, had doubt¬ 
less designs for our preservation, in denying us that 
chance of present deliverance. For the wind com¬ 
ing about to south-east at Jtight, and blowing 
hard with dark weather, our good friends lost their 
shallop, and, with extreme dilbculty, saved their 
lives. Had we been with them, in all probability 
we must have perished, not having strength sidli- 
cient to help ourselves. 

Immediately after their getting on shore, liiey 
sent an express to Portsmouth, in Piscatacpia 
River, where the good people made no delay i?i 
hastening to our assistance, as soon as the weather 
would allow. Yet to our great sorrow, and for 
the further trial of our patience, next day continu¬ 
ed stormy ; therefore, though we doubted not that 
the people ashore knew our cojjditioji, and would 
aid us as soon as possible; still the flesh being 
nearly consumed, having no fresh water, and un¬ 
certain how long the weather might continue, our 
situation was rendered miserable. However, we 
derived much benefit from the fire, for we could 
now both warm ourselves, and broil our meat;,it 
wats made in the middle of the tent, and surround- 
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ed wi^Ti stones,'and the fuel consisted of ropes, cut 
in pieces. The people were at first extremely 
sick, and even fainted with the smoke, until an 
opening to allow its exit was made in the top of 
the lent. ,» 

Our men urging me vehemently for flesh the 
following day, I gave them a little more than usual; 
but not to their satisfaction, for they would certain¬ 
ly ha^e ate the whole up at once, had i not care¬ 
fully watched them, proposing to share the rest 
next morning, if the weather coutinued'had. In 
the night, while I lay as if asleef), I overheard two 
of the people, who had that night’s watch, earuehtly 
whispering each other, and soon ader observed 
one of them creep out of ttie tent. Not long af¬ 
terwards, he returned with a portion of the flesh, 
though it lay at a considerable distance, and though 
llie man was obliged to creep on hands and knees 
over ihe uneven rock. While the two people were 
busily engaged in broiling their prize, I suddenly 
started up, and, seizing it, informed the whole 
crew. At first it was intended to inflict exemplary 
punishment upon them, b^it considering our pre¬ 
sent circumstances, they escaped with a severe re¬ 
primand. The flesh was now so much reduced, 
that the whole was allotted for the next repast. 

It pleased God, however, that tlio wind that 
night abated ; and early in the morning, whilst at 
our devotions, we heard the report of a musket, and 
looking out, saw' a shallop come for us, with my 
much esteemed friends, Ca})tain Long, and*Cap- 
tain ^urves, or Forbes, and three more men. They 
brought a large caiioo, and in two hours time got 
us all on board, to their satisfaction, and our great 
yomfort. They were forced to carry almost all the 
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whole men on their backs, from *the tent.to the 
canoe, and take us off' by two or three at a time. 

When we first got on board the shallop, each 
ate a bit of bread and drank a dram of nun, and 
most of us were extremely, sea-sick. But, after 
having cleansed our stomachs, and tasted warm 
nourishing food, we became so exceedingly hun¬ 
gry and ravenous, that, had not our worthy friends 
restrained us, and limited the quantity of ovt diet 
for tw'O or three days, we should certainly have de¬ 
stroyed olirselves with over-eating. 

Other two vessels also came off" for our as.sist- 
ance, so generous and charitable were the g<»od 
people of New England ; but there was no neces¬ 
sity, and, seeing us all on board the shallop, they 
ma'^h* the best ol their way home again. 

At eight in the evening vvecame on shore, wlicre 
we w ere kindly entertained, myself and another 
ha> ing credit enough to help us at a private house, 
and the rest at the charge of the government, which 
took such care that the poor men knew not the 
le iSt want of any thing their necessities required. 
Kind and generous gentlemen furnished them wuth 
all, providing a good surgeon and nurses until 
well, bearing the charge, and afterwards allow ing 
each man siiffi(;ient clothing; behaving themselves, 
on the w'hole, with so much liberality, generosity, 
and Christian temper, that it w'as no small addition 
to their other services, and renders their conduct 
altogether worthy both ol admiration ami imitation: 
and fhey were of the utmost use to these poor men 
in their distresses. Here the care, attention, and 
liberality of my much honoured friends, Jolui 
Plaisted, Esq. and Captain John Wentworth, in 
servmri both uivsc It and the unfortunate men, were 
. particularly eminent. 
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Tv«o days after coming on shore, my apprentice 
lost great part of one foot. All the rest saved their 
limbs, bnt did not recover the perfect use of them. 
Very few besides myself escaped without losing the 
use of fingers or toes, though, thank God, they 
were otherwise in perfect heall;h. 

Some sailed one way, and some another: my 
mate and two or three more are now in England at 
tlie jyiblication of this narrative.^’ 

Tl le author of the preceding relation. Captain 
Dean, after surviving all the hardshi]>s he suffered 
from the shipwreck, was appointed British consul 
for the ports of Flanders. He resided at Ostend, 
an<l died in the year 1761. 
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THE VOYAGE, SHIPWRECK, 

AND ESCAPE OF IIICHABD CASTLEMA.v, 1710*. 


The dangers at sea are certainly ni(»re imminent 
than those on shore. Even in the fairest weather, 
the space is very small between this world and tlic 
next. In my opinion, a Grecian philosopher was 
much in the right when he answered a friend, who 
a.sked him to go and hunt in a neighbouring island 
of the Hellespont, that should he be guilty of such 
folly, his only object would be returning salt* 
for those trusting their "lives to the sea ventured 
witli a cliijingeable mistress. 

1 embarked along with*Mr Jones and his fami¬ 
ly in Captain Cox’s ship, bound for Charleston, in 
Carolina, and arrived there without any great ha¬ 
zard, just when Ca[)tain Moor had made a desec’ul 
on the Spaniards of St Augustine, a iilantation 
southward oi’ Carolina, whence he had returned 
with great booty. Ry some of ^he colony, his 
proceedings were censured as unjust, because the 
Spaniards had no notice of the rupture between 
England and S[)ain, But all stratagems are Jaw - 
ful in war. Some time afterwards, the Spaniards 

^ 7’his narrativ'- bat- ocnirrPil (mly on one occasion, and is 
here emplovod nearly lu the authors own words. 

4 



RICUAKD CASTLEMAN. 


25 


1 


picsciiting this aggression, fitted out five inen-of- 
vvar, and several transports, to avenge it. Eight 
hundred men were landed in the quay ; and tlicy 
sent two truinp(;ters, summoning Sir Nathaniel 
Johnston, then governor of Charleston, to surren¬ 
der. However, he answered, that as the place was 
entrusted to him by the queen, his mistress, he 
was resolved to defend it to the last. The mes- 
senger^ having coniinunicaled this determination 
to their admiral, w ith the addition of their own 
opinion, that the town was loo well garrisoned to 
lit; easily taken, he thought better of it, recalled 
bis men, and set sail. 

Our attempt excited great alarm, and led to the 
fortification of Charlestorij so that it may now de¬ 
fy all the attempts either of a foreign foe, or the 
native Indians, who used to infest the inhabitants 
daily. Wnen I w^as there, it consisted of above 
1000 bouses, with a garden to almost each ; there 
wa.s only an indiflerent wooden church, but be¬ 
fore my departure, subscriptions had commenced 
for a regular stone building. Plenty of every, 
thing necessary to the litj* of man is found here, 
and much trade is carri- d on ; and I have been 


informed, that 
country. The 
Europi ans on 


traffic prevails dOO leagues up tlie 
climate is healthy, though most 
first arriving have the uistem- 


per of the country, Avhich is owing to the change 
of air and diet. I had the good fortune to escape , 
easilv by the assistance (d iViadanie llhett, the on- ^ 


Iv good surgeon of the place. 

Here I remained eight cihoiitiis, and was well 
entertaVied by the courteous inhabitants; and I 
must own, that pleasure,as well as profit, induced 
me to travel. Mr J<»nes, who was concerned with 


ine ill trade, being secretary and provost marshal 
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of the Summer Islands, was obliged to go thither, 
and I I'ollovved him a short lime afterwards with 
his family. The only circumstance worthy of re¬ 
mark, was a large shark accompanying our vessel 
during several subsequent days, on which the 
master told me, that he was assured some one on 
board would die. I laughed at his superstition, 
and endeavoured to rally him out of it, yet he still 
persisted lu the same opinion. When th<< shark 
first appeared, every person was Vn good healtli; 
but within three days a woman passenger expired 
of a fever. Her body was committed to the waves, 
and was probably entombed in the bowels ol’the 
shark, for it disappeared that day. The master 
told me, that lie had made this remark during se¬ 
veral years, and was never once deceived. It is 
not impossible that the shark may have the same 
Jiistinct at sea that tlie vulture has by land. 

On arriving at St George’s, the capital of tiu^ 
Herraudas, I was as much gratified by tlm eliniate 
and inhabitants as I had been in Carolina. 'I his 
town, which is well fortified, is situated at the 
toin of a bay of the same name ; it contains ahoul 
200 houses, and a better church than that <>1 
Charleston. I carried a present from Mr Hol¬ 
land, the incumbent, consisting of an antelope’s 
f(H>t, set in gold, for a tobacco stopper, which 1 
was to have delivered to Ins patron, the Bishop of 
Bangor; ])ut it was afterwards lost during my ship- 
wrt'ck. 


Perpetual spring prevails in these islands, and 
the old leaves never dRip before being dislodged 
by the new ones. The trees bear buds, blossoms, 
and fruit, at tin; same lime : the air is ch ar and 
temperate, though the climate is sometimes sub- 
jert to severe storiiisof thunder and lightning, aiid 
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1 havtt been shown rocks said to be split by the 
vioU;nce the latter. A gentleman who had sur¬ 
veyed these islands, informed me, that they arc 
378 in number, though about 300 deserve only 
the iiuiiic of rocks; and on most? of the others that 
are inhabiteil, there are not above a dozen of 
h' uses. People have supposed that the whole 
consisted ot^ojie island, which has been separated 
into sf* many parts by the encroachments of the 
sea. h 

Formerly the inhabitants gained much by their 
intercourse with pirates, and even some, who at 
the date of my residence had large plantations, 
were at first Tittle fetter than such themselves. 
The late Queen (Anne) issued a commission to 
Air Larkins, to try pirates wherever they could 
be found in her American dominions, and 1 hap¬ 
pened to be at IJenmida when he arrived. On 
acquainting the people in power with his com¬ 
mission, he exporienced but a verv’^ cold recep¬ 
tion ; nevertheless, proceeding in his design, he. 
granted warrants to seize suspiK'ted persons. Air 
Jones, who was obligeu to •execute the Warrants, 
nn t with re&istance everywhere, and was so ill 
ust'd by sofhe of the inhabitants as even to endan¬ 
ger bis lif(>, 'I'he governor, whose name was Pen- 
net, should have assisted him and Air Ijorkins; 
but whether he. was afraid of offending tlie inha¬ 
bitants, or did not make due inquiry into the 
facts, bi)th these geiitleiiien were seized and cast 
into prison. Mr Jones first made his escape, and 
arrived safe in Lmtland, where he obtained all the 
redress tie desiroil, and was ordered back to serve 
in his forfuer fRee. Those who opposed him, I 
am informed, were reprimanded on his account 
letters irom Kugland. But hatred once fixed 
in the minds of mankind isjievei to be eradicated; 
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their animosities rose as high as ever, and he was 
once more obliged to abandon the islan^. A law¬ 
suit now pends betw'een the governor and Mr 
Jones, who are both in England. 

Mr Larkins was confined in a dungeon, and, 
according to common report, denied food even suf¬ 
ficient to sustain life. He 'would certainly have 
expired of want, had he not, with ^ttfe assistance 
of a true friend, made his escape in women’s 
clothes. True friends are hard to b» found any 
where, but more especially among men of ]iower 
in America. He was so much reduoed by impri¬ 
sonment, and had contracted so many distempers 
by bad treatment, that he died during his voyage 
home. 

As this island was formerly a great recejitaele 
for pirates, the chief gain of the inhabitants was 
derived from trading with them. 

Mr Jones, Captain Bayley, and myself, had 
jointly bought a vessel of about 140 tons, and 
had got in all our cargo but tobacco, which we were 
to load with in Virginia, and then make up to the 
fleet bound for England. While we w'ere employed 
in fitting ont the vessel, Mr Junes W’as engaged 
with his own affairs, whence the ch*arge of his 
share was entrusted to me. 

On the 5tli of April 1710, v;e sailed with a 
fair gale, which continued until we lost sight 
of the i.slands. But in tiie night a contrary 
Avind sprung uj), and blowing very fresh at N. 
N. E. carried us to the southward of the Ber¬ 
mudas. By the groutesl providence wr ^escaped 
being slaved on the rocks, which we i^ol clear of 
with ranch dithonlty, being obliged to ply three 
days to windward. 

We found that onr ship was unfortunately none 
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of tliQ best sailers, yet in four clays we reached 
our proper latitude, and the wind continuing pret¬ 
ty fair, advanced considerably on the voyage. 
Our only amusement was taking dolphins with 
the fizgig, which are, in my opinion, but indifl’er- 
ent Ibod 

Including paS'Cngers, there were forty-one per¬ 
sons on board ; and many of them being sick with 
the roying of the ship, rendered our situation very 
uncomfortable, and I wished myself once more on 
shore. 

On the 12th of April, the sight of a vessel, which 
we supposed a Spanish privateer, alarnied us; we 
crowded all sail to avoid lier, which it would have 
been very hard to do if the wind had not imme¬ 
diately afterwards changed to S. S. K. blowing a 
very strong gale. We bore away, and before night 
lost sight of her. 

Wliile we sat at supper in the cabin. Captain 
Bayley’s son came and told him that the colour of 
the water was changed, but he was reprimanded 
by Ills father, who saul^ie had lost his senses, for 
it w^as impossible to be n^r any shore When 
the sea changes its colour, it is an evident token 
that land is not far distant. 

We continued the same course undei^a foresail. 
But our terror and surprise are not to be expj ess- 
ed, wliet», in the morning-watch, the captain, who 
dis(;overod land from the deck, came down to my 
cabin, and, with tears in liis eyes, desired me to 
rise. By his looks I knew that something extra- 
ordinarv had happened, and got on deck to ascer¬ 
tain tlie truth, for Captain Bayley had not power 
to utter a wprd. 

soon found wherein our danger consisted, for 
we were in sight of Virginia, near Ronokc sand- 
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banks. He en<^eavoure(l to weather them, hui our 
ship, having a round head, would not obey the 
htJm; therefore we all agreed to stand in for land, 
hoping, as it was a bold shore, and the tide was 
flood, that we might, through the aid of Provi¬ 
dence, land in salety. However, the tide proved 
to be falling, and we bulged on the Ronoke sand¬ 
banks ; but, by lightening the shifs, and cutting 
the masts by the board, we got clear of this dan¬ 
ger. Keeping still in for the shore, we»striick on 
a second bank, though not very violently. There¬ 
fore the anchors were let go, in hopes that we 
might be able to ride out the tide. But the 
wind increasing, the ship drove on another sand 
bank, where she stuck, and the waves dashed over 
us. 

The cries of the women and children on board 
pierced my very heart. The boat being ordered 
out, to try if we couki in that way gain the shore, 
I was one of the first who leaped into her; but, 
before we could leave the ship^s side, she was stav¬ 
ed in pieces. All that imght be done in this exi¬ 
gence, was .to get into, the ship again ; and, with 
much difficulty, while dragged in by main force, 
we accomplished it. Yet, had I not held fast by 
the coat of one person in the watc'r along with me, 
and the foot of another, I must inevitably have 
perished, for I was under the keel. When I had 
got footing on deck, I brought my box out of the 
cabin, and intended to secure my money, which 
amounted to fifty ppunds; but, while engaged in 
uncording the box, I was reproached^ by the 
captain’s sister for thinking of m{)ney when al 
their lives were ill danger. I must ^iwn, that o- 
ther thoughts would have been, more suitable,.tt 
my condition, therefore I became asiiami d of m\ 
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emplovjpnetit, awd regarded nothing else than as- 
IfSisiing" to save ourselves. Endeavouring to got off 
the vessel proved a fruitless labour, whence we 
ceased any exertions for ib& cargo. 

Tliere were two blacks'W board belonging to 
Captain Ray ley, who offered to carry a rope ashore, 
and make it fast to the stump of a tree; they u'^ere 
excellent divers, and the surge w^as so violent, that 
no one gould,stern the billows but by diving. Di¬ 
vine Providence had so ordered it, that there was 
no other thing like a tree within half a mile 
on each side of us. I told the captain it looked 
like a good omen, and, by the help of God, I did 
not doubt that we should gel safe on ^ore. 

The negroes succeeded, with much difficulty, in 
their intentions, and, by the help of the rope, came 
back to the ship. Captain Bayley, his wife, and 
mate, first venrtured into the water on the awning 
of the ship, and reached tlie shore, thougii it broke 
as soon as they landed. But my ears are even at 
this moment pierced with the cries of his poor 
children in the ship, which were more terrible to 
me than the storm. I offered to assist them in 
getting on the rope, but they were in such terror 
tliat J could not prevail on them to venture. 

Two of tlje sailors secured themselves on the rope 
just as I was going to do so, and, with their bustling, 
very nearly threw me into the sea. 1 offered to as¬ 
sist the eapttuh’s sister, but she was as timorous as 
the children, and encouraged herself with vain 
hopes, tlial the waves would leave them by degrees, 
and they might get on shore with less danger. Tak¬ 
ing leaviPof all those on board, and recommending 
boVli them and myself to the care of Heaven, I 
went into the water, took fast hold of the rope, and 
witft the assistance of one of the negroes, got some 
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distance from the ship ; but the waves bgat baci 
with such impetuosity, that I was many times in§ 
danger of losing my hold, and being carried into 
the main sea. This w^uld certainly have happen¬ 
ed had I not bee« assisiM by the black, lor, every 
time a great sea was about to break <o\ ?r us, he 
would, cry out, “ For the Lord’s sake master hold 
fast;” and whenever he called to me, I settled ray- 
self to receive the force of the waves^ whigh would 
as often overwhelm me, and then I poured out ray ■ 
prayers to God for his assistance. 

At last, with much struggling, I could sometimes 
feel my feef touch the ground, and, with tlie ut¬ 
most difficy|ilty, by degrees got footing; when, 
every time the sea retired, I betook myself to run¬ 
ning. While the waves rolled on the shore, I 
seized on the rope, otherwise 1 sliould have .been 
dashed to pieces aganst the sand. dBut at last my 
strength began to fail, from the violent fatigue I 
had suffered; and if the negro, whose strength al¬ 
so was almost gone, had not dragged me along 
the sands, I must, after this struggle for life, have 
resigned myself a prey to the waves. 

As soon as I could recover my spirits, I returned 
thanks to the Divine Creator of all things, for my 
wonderful delivery from the jaws of death. My 
escape was still the more wonderful, for after I had 
left the rope, some other persons venturing the 
same way, it broke; so that not one of them came 
on shore, but were all unhappily swallowed up by 
the waves. 

Some time after I had been on shore, Captain 
Bayley, his wife, and the mate, came do^ to me, 
saying, they could find no road, nor any of lue. in¬ 
habitants. This news renewed ouf griefs, for we 
seemed to be in as great danger of starving now, as 
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•f drowning before j J^t^crc^ onr 

it waVnpti aboye |^ee nbin 'until ■ night, wb^' 
we liad to fdfir'^e ‘ . .. "'!*■;' ■' ^';' ’ 

^ While lasj^nt^ ohrlffi|ition> we n^d Some¬ 
body b^a. up^n the |i®S, iyh*ch'^ otor 
eOnses' bn ruhnin^^.W':^i*o it mtkh 
to our d»ap]i^bintmentr foiitid it pno of the sldlors 
who had ^scaped, hallooing th his diiunpaniOh j 
and both were quite drank #ljp; ram befp^ they 
had lefP the Ship. So brutal are some sailOi|!^i, jhat 
even the greyest dangers will not deter thetu Iraift 
drinking if opportdhity admits. 

When we wefe all together, that is, the Oaptaiu»^ 
his wife, and lijate, two white sailors, two he* 
groes, and myself, we resolved to walk to the south¬ 
ward in quest uf hahitatiplAS. But, in less than an 
hour,' Our progress was interrupted by .impene¬ 
trable wpo^, which forced us to! return. We 
went northward, Where large swamps agkih de¬ 
posed us; and therb was not. the .sm^lest IndiCa*' 
tion of any habitation. Thus environed'as #e 
were. We returned and jMirceived the poor wretches 
in the vessel, lifting up their haOdsyo hs foi* sdc- 
cour: though we could neither gi^ thW? %^8t- 
ance nor comfort. I made signs, shewing thdibur; 
condition was as bad as their own; tod, thus they 

had nothing to think of but heaven. As night ^5 
proached $ome of the poo)f . C|jgatures t%n'tured4liSb, 
the Water, Whbre they were soon drowrted<;' j*^in 
short, cyerY'Object that we beheld incre|iied OUr 
horror. None* of us, iinlependent of the^jSmg^ We 
endured, h^ ateor for two day^^^ N^'with- 

standinjp ihy owu de^i^sion, I endeto^ted to 

fellpw-sai^ei^i^; ahd 

leltered ffom the incleiOency of thdOi^t, W^h, 
to lieighten our distress;, proved n ,r<|iipiy one, wb, by 
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d 4own a consider^-, 
aoiP;\ffl^i&er Wvtb tbes^, and 

Atfe';as W«possibl4.,, : i ,. ';:,, 

; .'P>d tfe Weof 

’w^idh :{>li%^e(l straw is made, ^d fo^Ftn^ finest 

Dtbinuda aiid Carolina fiats. , ,. i 

jft was melanCiw^y tp reflection our.' condition^ 

Nothing to lie on bnt the bare -wet ground j afid 
our plptfies #ipping with, rain an® salt, water., 
food, nor the hopes of getting any; and I 
:'4^n*i;gled to drink^ urine, when I came. 

^aefikmg rest in our miserable tenement, the place 
liraa full; nevertheless, I laid myself down upon 
tfiOise within, and, by degrees, made room for my- 
sejlf. Nolwitfistending their complaints, I held my 
tqnipae, and, in spi’le 3[ *1**^ tny ,wants_and misfor¬ 
tunes, ^ept soundly until morning. But With the 
day re:^ection retunied, sharpened with the most. 

ffi^hning hunger. ; , . 

When we had all collected again, that is, seven 
of ua, for dne of tfie drunken sailors was tound 
desul at 8omeidistaoce*fi:pm' our pabi n, we addres* 
;|Sed<^i^lv€s, fiy my advice, tq the all seeing power 

i^r; .'spccpwr, ' The mate, howeveif, told us, that 

praying filpBe would not do; therefore,, while we 
pra^cdf, he ;’W^uId seek. Alter dur extempore 
orisons were over, rpse np, re§plving to go into 
tfiVyvood^, in quest of something to aflay our hun- 
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i. we saw the mate, 

'Tf ■* ‘ rT’« ^ J__ 


- , Ah t^ ofive br^fi .could ^n^^ a 

rf pleaiMig sigbtife hloah, than the stranger 
and we rati the speed our feebleness 
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would admit to meet Uttdfir hi* l^e car* 

ried a sj^all tid> of b^wr, wbit^Ii' tbe had east 
up} a6d| thdmgh mixed wUh^ aaikd atid gravel, u 
yf&& a» ii^erfy dof««re4 it^h^ been 

partridg^^r nheasant. ^P^unately^ when we 
had tlM^odrselves with eating, for I cannot 
say we wCr^atisfied, we all grew sick# and vo* 
mited, \A 

To relieve\isrthc^rajiger gave us a couple of 

S ines, which w greedilyate, and then fell to the 
utter again. The mate, to our agreeable surpnacji 
informed os that a puncheon of water was thrown 
on shpre} We eagerly hastened to it, and there my 
tobacco box served for a cup. We were prevented 
by the mate, who had already quenched his thirst, 
from drinking too much, lest our lives should be 
endangered; but this indifferent repast revived pur 
fainting spirits, and better enabled us lo bear the 
fatigue of the day. 

The vessel, broke in many pieces, was droye 
close on siiore'; and it was a melancholy sight to 
see the dead bodies covering the sand. Captain 
Bayley and his wife almost went distracted to see 
the bodies of his si.ster, and oiie of their children* 
half buried in it. For my own part, I had only to 
grieve for the loss of my cargo, consisting of cot¬ 
ton, indigo, and straw w'are, which, had w arrived 
safe in England, would have yielded L. 1*500 HI' 
iny own share., I tnore regretted the loss of* my 
harpsichord and Italian timbrel, the remains o*; 
which 1 discovered on the shore j and tUm whole 
strand was (fpvered with Bennuda hkts.^ ^m« 
w'e pick^ up; and the matCj.ampn^ OHiar pieces 
of discovert lUy box doatTiig, HhiebJ by 

’ fortune, hp dragged po shore,'' My tnonfiy* 
rinen, and books of acdmmts were contained in % 
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recovery prifWe from the stranger, 
and Vlinedl th^ hO* in a plaOO which I maWced by 
novcral Our ?oasonfr>r not dipcloping ’t, 

wa^owiing to hnvi'tg^infoniiiod'ns, tliai 

hip usual custOit^ WPiWVisit ^he sand-V^l^s sdler 
a Violopt storm, in expectation ot^Apwrecks. 
Thus We were unce^ain whether hemigmnot find 
means to destroy us, in hopes of wh ^ we had on 
t^ore, or leave ils without a^jsisliW us to some 

pUmtation. *'*' i ** 

After doing aU wc could about tne wreck* we 
took leave of the miserable sight, and set forward 

the stranger’s plantation, which was abot|t ten 
miles distant. We were conducted through the 
woods, by certain marks on trees; and though 
they were unknown to us, the inhabitants could 
find each others habitations by them. In tour 
hours, which J ascertained by having sa\ed my 
watch from the shipwreck, u e once more beheld 
the pleasing appearance of smoke from a chimney, 
indicating the dwelling of our ^idd. Our joy to 
enter a house, after our hardshi]ps, may be con¬ 
ceived, iiotwithstandjng the indiflerence of the ac- 
twfnmodation. No*other provisions were to be 
^ than a little hung beef and hominy, or ground 
Indian corn, mixed with* milk, and dried before the 
fire; bjtt* this was feasting to us, for hunger giies 
the Wt relish. There Were only two beds in the 
house, which the family comphn^itted us with; 
the captgin ahd his wife had one, Mr JSurnaftt and 
1 the otner. 

I deferred reft^ning fia* my box until th^ second 
day after our aljmydt, fiom being much indisposed 
wfth the fatigue ^ had undergone; I 

lost toy hcarit%,]^y lymg on the giound, lor 
jliifl completely recover it until my arriv&l id 
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England* The mate, two flegfOesl^ j^iad tuysolf^ now 
outywong with a fierson to guide U8| to tiie ^lace 
gjlour sbipwteck; but our i^(ih proved so unsuc* 
cessfuiylhat we^C^e ju^jpout to ubhyu^on it, 
when discoWfw'by^he tuatev The 

negroes wffed it by tuiUs safe to the plautatidu*• 

1 had Ih^^siderable quantity of linen, which t 
lent to my^loa^sttfferers; but it was a stfUngO 
sight to behora so inh'iij£,.^re-‘CtOws, with tattered 
ooats, and fin^mtfled shirts. 

What our host found of the wreck satisfied him 


Very well for our entertainment. 

Here we staid five days to recruit ourselves,', 
mid then resolved to go up the river to wait on 
Colonel Carew, deputy-governor of Carolina^ 
whh whom 1 was acquainted. We hired a canoe 
with two sails, in which Captain Bayley, his wife, 
the mate, two blacks, the sailor, and another per** 
son from the plantation to assist us, embarked. 
Sailing up Konoke Sound, with a fresh breeze, we 
reached Colonot Carew’s plantation next morning, 
where we were courteously entertained. Havipg' 
left him, we came to the governor’s house the same 
evening, which is situate on the river NotawUy, 
running into the Ronoke, about fifty leagues ftom 
the sea. 


1 sent up one of the men to acquaint tlie gov^ 
nor that 1 had come to wait on hun j and he hter 
mediately came down m th| shore; accomjpaniei 
by Captain totbaoki a Ative of Be||xioda Is¬ 
land, and one with whom t had beou, h>ng ac- 
qufluiited. He had leR Bamnuda aftet ddr^iuipar* 

the govairnor hud he; just as'th# mesieii*^ 
geji^ffmed, had been wishing that I might have 
^qped the stonU; Whenever he saw me, he ex- 
preiied his sorrow for dnr misfbrtuite, exclalmii^, 
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** I tM ill wind droye you 

tlitb^W'* He woubi noi allow ns to talk murh, bi^ 
hurried the whole pafly into his dininr-rooiu, 
where a Supper and oty»uVch stood/oref^ar- 

edi **wxd there were alSo^resent gr^M^nifn, 

his ghests. He apologized to them, bftd, that 
th<^ should neither eat nor drink uuiyyn had sa- 
tisned ourselves. We soon cleuffd ^at was put 
before us, and th<»h 'euothsf ^pper y^as piovided 
for the whole company, of which also shared, 
])otwithcrt:anding our previous repast. « 

The governor having but few beds. Captain 
Cayley and his wife went to Mr Glover’s, a neigh¬ 
bouring gentleman, who lived about half a mile 
^om the governor; and the secretary insisted on 
my accompanying him home. There we found a 
quarter of a young hog and a turkew on the table. 
I sat down, and once more made a liearty supper, 
and 1 must ovrn, I never thought that I should 
bring my stomach to its proper tone again. After 
drinking heartily we went to bed, and next morn¬ 
ing breakfasted on brotled fowls and chocolate. 
My readers, if ihere*be any, I hope will not ridi- 
iny taking notice so otteu of eating, until they 
put themselves in mv starved condition. 

Next day, while dining witlithe secretary, ames- 
8engei!^a4ivedfrom the governorandCaptain Bayley, 
informing tae that a vessel was instantly departing 
i(br Kakatan harbour, where the Virginia fleet ren¬ 
dezvous and sail w ith the cohvoy for Eoglandi, and 
that the capthld# along with the rest of. my untbr- 
jtundte companions, waited ou board for me. Not¬ 
withstanding my appetite, I hastened al^uickly 

iW possible to ilte place where the vessei 
most unluckily the wind proving fair, she wV: 
to take advantage of it, ana when I arkiveu 
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6X the port, Was aliAcieO^t ottt ipf sight. I was V0ty 
Wnuchr concerned at thus losing my passage, lof 
\roha|ly there would h# IfO Similar opportunity 
■ v „ fleey^ed, ^Vph would owige me to 

tntR^ttfe fonowiiSlyear., 

[^nor observing me so much concerned, 
horse to carry me by land to Ka- 
ah^t i^O leagues distant; and he also pro- 
l|de,*aTt>^imest Quaker, whQ» for ten 
pieces'of emht, agreed to accompany me, and 
bring the h^se back. 

We immediately departed, as I had no baggage 
to carry, that being ail embarked with Cap" 
tain Bayley. The way lay through unfrequented 
woods, and my guide followed it by marks on the 
trees. After travelling twenty miles, we arrived at 
a Quaker’s plantation^ and all that my guide said 
to him was, Friend, I have brought along with 
me a shipwrecked gentleman, who is going to 
Kakatan, and desires a lodging to-night.” To 
which the host answered, ** Friend, come in, thou 
art welcome.” Here I was well entertained, and 
ray host proved a man of sqund understanding*. In 
the morning, when about to depart, 1 offered him 
indemniftcaiion for what I had received, but he 
was greatly offended at it, saying, My house is 
no inii, and we see strangers so veiy seldom, that 
they are silways welcome when they comp> and 
God forbid that I should lessen the store of •an un¬ 
fortunate man like tnyself.” In shpijt, I expe¬ 
rienced the same treatment during tne first sU 
days of my journey.' hospitality is commendable 
in s^ouutries, and 'England was otice famous for 
Jfifmt it seems at present banished tp America. 

In the course of the ^hird day, my horse tum¬ 
bled with me iutp u deep dwump» and I was not 
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haiiard, that I gale myj 



vast 

cept 




• > • 
o«lv I in . teger of droW0iw||^' '>W, oi naviwg 
braufts om |)| hi® hbofs in bis floundering 

I '^^iFifllinied ®o A 

aelf up ‘foF^ !o«t>. Mjr 
struggling, cficoveMi 
bbidorthe stirrup, was drawn up aloi 
to the great joy of lay guide, who 
killed. _ 

fi'as through 
;reature, ex- 
werc some- 

timeiK tweuty^seven mill's asunder. 1 saw mon¬ 
strous snakes of diilbrent kinds, but none attempted 
to oume near us until the flflli day, when my horse 
gave a start, and 1 saw a rattle-snake spring at my 
guide, who at that time happened tp be behind 
me; and it was well for me that he was so, for had 
1 been in his place, it would certainly have cost 
me my life, from not knowing how to escape. 
The manner in which these animals make their 
spring,’ is folding themselves up in rings, applying 
the tail to the ground, and darting on their prey. 
iBut, as they are some ^titne in doing so, a person 
who know’s their neture, may avoid them. * ' 

TIte sixth night ] reached a house belonging to 
my gai4e'® father, who had a handsome plantation, 
one <lly^ journey from Kakatan. Slaving intellji* 
gence that the fleet would not sail for some time, 
staid four days wHb him. ^ "When paying his son 
money 1agreed for, an< sending him back 
th the governor, he tesflflea great displeasure, de¬ 
claring, that he 'u^juld dijmwn him for his som if 
•he took one ftowetfor, 1 contriedfi 


make him some prese||l!» whieh he would 
*reeeive. : . 

At Kakatau,' whitibffF. Qmtker and 
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'his children assisted to row a hqat, as I 
hould po peyaoQ to Jdetp me» It fomul Captain 
l^ayjejfs stup* and aghia.|«»t aav property. A fter 
'xndinnJ h pres^^ MrJ|atciUf, the quaker, for 
he onao Idi^ ibr the boat, I got a 

passA^l^wrhiladelphia* Bat Chare beiii|^ Oidy 
one cabl^pwhich was occupied by a woman pas« 
senger, 1 >lgj)bliged to wrap *royself up in the 
sail, The l^a}r^, the |wsa beating over ur every 
now anfi theiL 1 badtat a wet lodging. Oa> the 
second evening, we leached Newcastle, in Debs-, 
ware Kiver, and the day following arrived at Ches¬ 
ter. There we were hospitably entertained by a. 
gentleman of the place, who would accompany us 
to Philadelphia, where we landed the following 
evening. 

I remained nearly four mouths at Philadelphia^ 
and in the heat of the day would sometimes walk 
to Fair Mount, a pleasant place shaded with trees 
on the river Schuylkill. While returning home 
one day, in deep discourse with others, and step«» 
ping over a style, I saw a snake stretched on the 
ground before me, asleep as I suppose. 1 had, not 
power to draw my leg ba5k again, but my foot 
fell just on the head and part ot t^e neck, of the 
reptile, more by the particular direction, qf Provi** 
dence than my design. It sprungtH^ so quick, 
and twistea round my right leg and body with 
such force, that 1 was in dread of being stt^gled. 
However, 1 kept my foot last fixed on ^ head* 
and an a little time it fell do'wn dead. .}t itj( 
impossible for words to inscribe ^ 'f<dt at this 
accident; the very toefch of the anj|iM A(bont my 
iftj;, arffd body had almost taken away my breath; 

by the greatest fortune in the world, I did not 
retnofe my tlifg head ^Ahe snalte* Had 
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1 done S 0 | it certainly Would have bit me. A con^ 
eiderable time elap 9 ^ before I could shake^lf mf 
ut>pteheuBi0U» aud the whole day after I waf dow^ 
. jH^nt sick with the fright. Sottva of my Jco^a- 
Uions having the curi^ty t(/m<^ tiv ^ake, 
,|t|>roved two yiB^ nine inches in lei* 

' inches in circumference. I remembe ry well, 
that ever after this incident, I tooJj^ M!ce to look 
before me while crossing a s^^^Tfiet^r in Pensyl- 
Vania or in Old England ;"S^asting/s the*impres* 
sion of fear and danger on the min(is^of men. 

Having experienced every civility at Philadel¬ 
phia, which is a place whither 1 should retire were 
I obliged to leave my own country, 1 embarked 
with four companions for Kakatan. On the way we 
had to cross an isthmus of eight miles, separating 
ipelaware Biver and Chesapeak Bay, which saved 

three days sailing, and in the course of it dined 
at a pleasant plantation, about half the jouniey over, 
^ but could scarcely prevail on two young women 
there to come near us, from believing that we be¬ 
longed to privateers. At last they did so, and then 
they called tlieir father, who treated os with great 
kindness. One of the rh observing a watch in my 
bdUd desired tolook at it. But I was amused to see 
her apprehension when touched by her. From its 
going, and thu noise it made, she wpuld not be 
convinced that it was not alive. 1 asked her whe¬ 
ther she bad never seen or beard of a watch be- 
She told*me that she had never seen one, 
.to her sister had read ^ them. This I mention 
' only to shew ihe simplicity and Innocence of those 
American inhabiiaht%< who live retired Jn the 
country, for the girls said that neither hatott^r 
. been four miles from tiieir own.house. ^ 

At h^akatan^ wo embaiked in the Globe, a nOw 

1 M * 
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vesiiel. of aeiirly 500 tons, and mounting 94 guns, 
land !&led on Ae 4thof Sept^ber. It was a idne 
Whtito behold more than 200 merchantmen dt 
t^<*tl\er, besid^'^ \ convojf of four meii^of-war. A 
fairVhi^d ijftminued utfm the 98th of September, 
when ll^di'^sky threatened a storm. It began to 
blow, ls|[i]\tiie gale gradually increasing, we coUld 
at last cMcji; only a reefed foresail; and it was 
well that \sV iiaa'a good stout ship, otherwise we 
should hav<j perished. The fleet was now dis¬ 
persed, an(f several ships, with their whole crew, 
sunk before our eyes, without it being in the power 
of the others to save them. 

I now b(^an to dread that I should be buried 
in the deep, though the captain always encouraged 
us with the goodness and strength of the ship, 
for she was well rigged and fitted, as it w'as her 
first voyage. All night we were ternbly tossed, 
not one of the fleet was visible when xhorning 
dawned, so we were obliged to sail alone, which 
occasioned me many melancholy reflections. How¬ 
ever, the storm had abated, and, to my great joy^ 
we discovered forty of our scattered fleet, and one 
man-of-war. When wiiliin hail, we received the’' 
dismal intelligence, that above thirty vessels had 
foundered; some of the men were saved, as also 
part of the cargo of seven or eight, but the rest 
went to the bottom. * 

One reason of the weakness of the ships, arose 
from their being unsheathed; and having,remain¬ 
ed four months beyond their usual thne, worms 
had injtwed the hull. 

The wind again {Proved fair untit* 'We made the 
of France, where' we were'tmfottunately dis- 
t' persed in the night, and exposed to the greater 
’danger, from being so near «n enemy’s country. 
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a priirati^r a^miNa^ standing' 

: . We shi^ In eodtoanyJ 

ptwth^^ding In a very .poof con^^ 

I" dngageme^^^e 

decji^^ arjd^l^i^ all sail;^ we took iu 
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ini^Qiap!;: l4*’n. 'This stratagem had thy 
fe|[;;t,\for she hastened to esca^ 

discovered the chalk5n^ili;'5 oi England on 
;,Sd of November, and on the 7th ght safe into 
hatlbour. We travelled to Gravesend, and 
the passage-boat to London; but in the 
of the passage we were very nearly run 
ddwn by a ship outward bound, and put in the ut* 
mpst danger. This reminded us of the uncertain- 
human li(e> aud fhat a man may meet with 
|th when he supposes himself past all: hazard, 
ii landed at Londcm, 15fli November 17l<^ giv- 
fCbd thanks for his signal mercies. . 1' hdpe 1 
l^.^ttled.|hci^ for |hc Tenant of my life, with- 

my self any more to the dangers^ of the 
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\^RECK OF A GENOESE TAKTAN 

OV'tHB coast op ALGISAS, 1719f 


SniPWRECK, Iholigh in itst*U a calamity which hw 
can figure without experience, is grievously ag¬ 
gravated by subsequent slavery, and more especi¬ 
ally if to uncultivated trllx's. Yet it is not these 
alone that merit reprobation. Unfortunately for 
thedntercsts of mankind, .sonu* of the states, which 
we denominate the most civilized, even oi this day, 
seem to vie with each other in the infliction of need¬ 
less seventies on those unfortunate captives that fall 
into their power. As if by universal concurrence, 
the Christian nations on the shores of the Mediterra¬ 
nean debase themselves in this respect to an equa¬ 
lity with ignorant infidels,’ who were never taught 
better; and the bravest defender of his country, if 
unsuccessful in war, may be lt^4 into slavery, 
which, in general, terminates only with his exist-, 
ence. But mere captivity is the least of his evils: 
The difference of his religion is viewed with aln 
horrence; it inspires a kind of rancopr Which the 
liberal cannot conceive; and he is thence ddoiui^d 
to punishment. The resentment of his country¬ 
men naturally ensues, mid thence are mutual cruel- 
,^.’''8exercised in retaliation. ^ 

Some humane individuals, acthated by the de¬ 
sire of alleviatipg the sufferings of slaVl^, have 
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adopted \j&ciotie eatpedtents for relief. In Ixtndon, 
so long ago as the year 1734, a Turkey meirhant 
devised a large sum of money to be perpe? nally 
employed in the redemfrtion of, British caitive^, 
from Moorish slavery j and, of''t fa\/rom u e be¬ 
ginning of the seventeenth cenlur 3 ^ fni^'w as 
establi^ed in France for the redemption of, /Chris¬ 
tians held in captivity at Algiers. Several monks 
and priests of that count ry were pharg?^ with car- 
rying this benevolent object into effect,' to three of 
whom we are indebted lor preserving t^e following 
narrative. 

M. Duaault, a French e nvoy extraordinary, was 
sent on a mission to the coast of Barbary, in the 
year 1719, for the purpose* of renewing commercial 
treaties between his own country and the states of 
Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, and also to settle 
anjT Subsisting differences. Accompanied by the 
three religious above alluded to. Fathers Ber¬ 
nard, Comelin, and Philemon dc la Motte, he era- 
harked hlarseilies on tiie 'i3d of September, and 
arrived at Algiers on the first of November, after a 
tempestuous passage. Next morning he and his 
suite landed, carrying with them thirty Turkisli 
slav^, seat as a present to the dey of Algiers by the 
king of France. 

Negociations for the redemption of captives im¬ 
mediately commenced, and were prosecuted with 
so much zeal and activity, that, in three weeks, 
the two fathers, Bernard and C^eltn, iiad pur¬ 
chased* thirty.one. On the 24th of November, the 
envoy received intelligence respecting some cap- 
tiv/M who had been conducted imp tlie interior, 
which excited great interest, and led to the 
tion of more extraordinary exertions for their rcr 
JeasOi 
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« « 

' While the iCoutit de Bourk, a nobleman of Irish 
V'xtractipn, nras' ambassador fqam the court of 
Vrance^ to Madrid, the countess, his epoube, be« 




a prfTs for herself and her whole family, except a 
son ab(*ut three or four years qld, who was left 
with her mother, the Marchioness de Varenne. 
On the way to Avignon, she was joined by the 
Marquis de 'Varenne, her brother, a naval officer, 
who ac<vompanied lier to Montpellier. There she 
was di&suaile<l^froin proceeding farther by land, al<^ 
though the Marshal Duke de Berwick had offered 
his protection to pass through the French and 
Spanish armies to the Spanish frontier, and the 
marquis, his sou, also offered to conduct her thence 
to Gironne, where he commanded the troops of his 
Christian majesty. The dread of passing through 
tlie armies made the countess more readily admit, 
that, without being exposed to so many dangers 
and so much expence, the shortest and easiest me¬ 
thod was embarking at (!^ette, from which port she 
might, in twenty'tour hours, reach Barcelona. 
Slie adopted this fesolution with less reluctance, as 
she previously had been several times at sea. Hav¬ 
ing got her pass changed, she went to Cette, where 
there were different French vessels on the eve of de¬ 


parture, but none bound for Spain. Thus she was 
under the necessity ot hiring a Genoese tartan just 
ready to sail for Barcelona. 

She embarked fit Cette, along with her soi:t, 
eight years old; her daughter, nine years and ten 
months; the Abb^ de Bourk, her husband*s bro¬ 
ther ; a governess, steward, and other attendants, 
to the number of eleven persons in all. Among 
hvJr baggage was a rich service of pl»te, also a pic- 
' ture of the king, set with diamo^i^ m a massy 
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gold friune^ and various appoitedinces of a cha^> 

The vessel sailed on the d2d of Octohei^nd, on 
the S$th, when in sight of the coast of 1rala»os, 
a small Algerine privateer was sesy^ at abour two 
leagues distanOet A boat, with twentjr armed 
men, came off to take posi»ession of the.tartan, 
they fired seven or eight muskets, but without any 
damtige ensuing, because the csew tlSd either fab 
ten fiat on the d^k, or coru'caled themselves else¬ 
where in the ship. The Algerines^ then boarded 
the tartan sword in hand, and one of the countess's 
domestics received two wounds. They advanced 
to the stern-cabin, where she was, and posted four 
of their people tticre as a guard j and then steer¬ 
ed this vessel towards their own. In the way they 
plundered every thing that they could lay their 
hands on, and, in the mean time, ate and drank 
immoderately of the wine and pd’ovisions. 

Having reached the privateer, all the crew were 
parried on board> and put in ifons, and the Alge¬ 
rine captain came into the tartan. He entered 
Madame de Bourk's cabin, and questioned her, 
** Who she was, to what nation did she belong, 
and whither she Was going ?” to she re¬ 

plied, that " She was a native of Prance, come 
from' that country, and bound for Spain.’* He 
next demanded to see her pasitpoit, which she 
shewed him, but without quitting hold of it, ap¬ 
prehensive that It might be destroyed by such 
barbarians. But, on the assurance of the captain 
thal it should be returned, she parted with it. Af¬ 
ter learning its contents, by means of his interpre¬ 
ter, he restored it, saying, ** It wte good, and Jbat 
she had nothinj^ to dread for herself, her effectM< 
retinue,** 
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MaHame de Boiirk then rcprese iled to ihe .\1- 
geriin;, that, as she was free, lK»th by her birth and 
her pi'^-jsport, he ought to convey her in his boat 
to ilie coast of Spain, then in their vicinity ; tliat 
he owed this much to the passport of France; and 
farther, that, l>y doing it, he wouhl save her from 
great fatigue, and her husband from cruel anxiety ; 
adding also..that, if he did her this service, shi' 
Mould got fail to make him a suitable acknowledg¬ 
ment, when opportunity offered. 

The captain answered, “ that he, being a renega- 
<lo, pould not, by any means, do so, for U was as 
much as his head was worth. The dey of Al¬ 
giers would immediately conct'ive, that, under 
pretext of a French pas.spcjrt, he had sold die fa¬ 
mily of some hostile country their libertt^, and 
laii'led them in Christendom. Thence it -was in¬ 
dispensable that she should accompany him to Al¬ 
giers, where she could present herself and her 
pa>sport to the dey. When this was done, she 
would be given up to the French consul, who 
would procure her a passage to S[>aiu, after what¬ 
ever manner was juj|ged mogt expedient. Now it 
was in her own option either to remove into the 
privateer, or remain in the tartan, where she 
would enjoy more <piiet an<l liberty than in his 
.shi)), in which there were between two and three 
liundrcd Turks and Moors ; and it was not safe to. 
trust berst'lf, or the young females in her suite, 
among them.” , 

Madame de Bourk ))referred remaining ou board 
the tartan, and the captain, after (‘ftrrying off’ the 
boat, three anchors, and all the ))rovisions, except¬ 
ing those belonging to the countess, manned it 
with seven Turks. The tartan was taken in tow, 
and in this manner coiidnclod towards Algiers, 
VOL. II. n 
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The cQuntess had presented the captain with ber^ 
own watch, and she also gave another, along; with 
lour louis-d'or to the Turk left in cornmanwof the 
tartan. ^ 

A furious tempest prevailed on the ^iSth, ^9th, 
and 30th of the month, in wliich the cable towing 
the tartan parted. The mariners were ignorant 
of the art of navigation, and, in tjie confusion 
which took place on boarding, Ihe compass had 
been broke; thus the vessel was abandoned to 
the guidance of the winds and the* waves. She 
was drove towards the coast of Barbary, where, 
on the 1st of November, she cast anchor in the 
Gulf of Col, east of Jijel; and the captain ordered 
two rtf the crew to swim ashore, as he was igno¬ 
rant of the country. 

The neighbouring mountaineers assembled on 
the beach to repel what they conceived a hostile 
invasion, either for the purpose of carrying tljcrn- 
selves into captivity, or for stealing off'their cattle. 
But the seamen soon undeceived them, saying, the 
vessel was a prize taken from the Christians, con¬ 
taining a great French princess, whom they were 
conducting to Algiers. One of the men swam oft’ 
to acquaint the commander of the tartan with ,the 
result of his mission, with respect to the name of 
the coast, and its distance from Algiers, near which 
• he must have passed, considering the direction of 
the wind. The commander, impatient to depart, 
cut his .cable, without taking time to weigh the 
anchor, and sailed away, wanting anchor, cable, 
or compass. Scarce had he got half a league with¬ 
out the bay, when he was assailed by a contrary 
wind, which drove him back on the coast. Tliere 
he had recourse to oars, but the weakness, of his 
crew rendered all exertions ineff’ectual \—^the \es- 
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>el was wrecked ot\ a rock. The whole stern im¬ 
mediately sunk under water, and the Countess de 
I^oiirk, her sou, and three female attendants, being 
in the cabin, were drowned. Those at the head 
ot the ship, among whom were file Abbe dc Boiirk, 
ISIr Arthur, and the steward, a maid servant, and 
the valet, clung to that part of the wreck on the 
rock. Mr Arthur, observing something struggling 
in the water, wont down, ainl found it to be Mada- 
moisellc de Bourk, the countess’s daughter, whom 
he extricated, and put into the steward’s Jtands, 
recommending her to his care, and adding, that 
h(' was going to throw himself into the sea. 
Though he was the only one of the company that 
(‘ouldswim, it would have been better that he had 
not confided in liis skill, for, from that moment, he 
never more was seen. 

The Abbe first left the wreck to get on the rock 
\vhero the ship had struck; there, forcing his 
knife into a crevice, he held by it, resisting the 
violence of the waves during some time. At length 
they dashed him from his hold, and cast him on a 
shoal, from which In.' had t(5 cross a narrow arm 
of the sea before reaching the shore. I^e caught 
af a plank, but it was driven from his hands; when, 
using one of the vessel’s oars, he succeeded in get¬ 
ting on shore. 

The Moors collected there, tore otl’all.his clothes, 
and used him with great barbarity. Numbers of 
them made their way towards the wreck, in hopes 
of a rich booty. The steward, who had Mada- 
raoisclle de Bourk in his arms, made signs to the 
Moors to advance, and, when they were within 
four paces, hothrew her to them. They caught her, 
and, huliiing her by an arm and a leg, brought her 
ashore, where they took a shoe and a slocking 1‘rom 
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her in token of servit«de. The maid and the valet-' 
also leapt into the sea, and were taken up |)y the 
Moors, who carried them ashore, and left tliem 
there naked. The steward was the last w'ho ibr- 
sook the wreck. *By means of a rope he climbed 
from rock to rock, but, before he got to lynd, he 
was met by a Moor, who stripped him almost 
naked.’ 

In this pitiable condition the captives wsre con¬ 
ducted towards cottages on the neai;est mountain, 
through rugged paths, and urged forward with 
blows. Their feet were torn with the roughness of 
the way j the maid was chiefly to be lamented, for, 
in coming over the rocks, she suffered several 
wounds, and was now almost covered with blood. 
Each, likewise, w'as loaded with a burden of w'et 
things, and also alternately carried the young lady. 
Arriving half-dead at the cottages, they were re¬ 
ceived with loud shouts and outcries of the inha¬ 
bitants and their children ; and the uproar was aug¬ 
mented by the noise of their numerous dogs, one 
of uhich bit the servant’s leg in several jdaces, and 
another tore a piece otit of the unfortunate maid’s 
thigh. . 

Hie captives were there divided; and, in tlie 
partition, the servant and the maid fell to the lot 
of one master: but it was the will of Providence 
that Madapioiselle de Bourk, her uncle, and the 
steward, should ri'main together under another. 
This master immediately provided them with a 
w^retched garment, sw’^arming with vermin; and a 
scanty portion of very coarse bread, kneaded into 
cakes, and baked on the embers, which, with wa¬ 
ter for their beverage, w-as all their refreshment af¬ 
ter undergoing so many fatigues. Tlic steward, 
observing hov' much his young mistress suffered 
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from her wet clothes, obtained a little fire,' though 
with great difficulty, and there he wrung and warm- 
fed them, and then put them on again half dried, as 
she was unable to sit naked longer. In this ct>n- 
dition she passed the first night in great dread. 

The hamlet where they now were contained 
about fifty inhabitants, distributed in five or six 
huts built of canes and branches, where the men, 
w'omen, and children, lodged promiscuously, along 
with thffir cattle of all different descriptions. They 
assembled in.the one containing the captives, to 
deliberate concerning their destiny. Some then 
urged that they ought to put them to death, in or¬ 
der, by that sacrifice of Christians, to- assure them¬ 
selves of the paradise of Mahomet; but others, 
swayed by motives of worldly interest, maintained 
a different opinion, in hopes of obtaining a large 
ransom. From this variance of sentiment, the as¬ 
sembly dispersed without coming to any definite 
conclusion. 

Next day, the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 
being sent for, they assembled in far greater num¬ 
bers, using many menaces towards the captives. 
Some pointed to the fire, and threatened to burn 
them alive; others, unsheathing their sabres, feign¬ 
ed a blow to strike off their heads, and one of 
them, taking the cliild by the hair, pul the edge 
of his sabre to her neck •, while several, in their 
sight, charged their muskets with ball, and then 
took an aim at them. The steward contrived, by 
means of signs, to make the Moors understand, 
“ that they should consider it a happiness to die for 
their religion, and, if they did suffer, the whole 
injury would fall on themselves in being deprived 
of the ransom which might be expected on tlieir 
deliverance.” 
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On tiiis, even the most violent became some¬ 
what milder; bul the insults of the women and 
children were redoubled every moment. 'I'lie cap¬ 
tives were so strictly guarded, that an armed Moor 
never left them, lest, from some accident, their 
prey might cscaj)«, or be taken away; and, in 
fact, a few days afterwards, the bey of Consian- 
liua demanded the captives, otherwise he sliould 
visit tliem with his camp ; to which the Aloors aii- 
snered, “ that tliey feared neither him ijor his 
camp, though all the Turks of Algiers were iu it.” 

Although these mountaineers are naturally the 
subjects of Algiers, they refuse to acknowle<lge its 
superiority. They live in a state of independence, 
uiulor the denomination of Cahayls, or, The Re¬ 
volted j and the mountains of Cuoco serve them as 
an inaccessible rampart against the w'hole power 
of the Algerines. 

The unhappy captives were in a deplorable 
condition, exliausted wnlh fatigue, fleprived of re¬ 
pose, ]>ressed with want, and destitute of human 
assistance; and, added to all, amidst barbarians, 
who boro them such enmity, that they could never 
speak without fire dashing Iroin their eyes, until 
the white so consjjicuous in Moors and Negrpes 
(leased to be visible. Neither were the trials which 
the maid and the other domestic had to undergo 
less severe. Though living in the same hamlet, 
they were debarred the comfort of once seeing or 
iiearing tidings of tlieir young mistress. 

i he Moors being expert divers, soon fished up 
the packages that were in the tartan, and also the 
drowned bodies. In this occupation they employ¬ 
ed the ^tev^'ar(l and the valet j and, having drawn 
tlyi bodies ashore, stripped them quite naked. Dis¬ 
daining to profane their knives on Christians, thqy 
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beat Madam de Bourt's fingers ofl*Aviih stones, in 
ordt:r to obtain her rings^^ What a cruel spectacle 
to behold the bodie.s of those w ho had been so 
dearly beloved, exposed to the insults of the Moors, 
who amused themselves in throwing ^nes at 
them, and testifying their deliglit in the sound oc¬ 
casioned from the bodies being swoln with water ! 
The steward endeavoured to represent that they 
were violating every principle of humanity, and 
that they oi^ght certainly to permit them to be in¬ 
terred. All the answer he received was, “ We 
never bury dogs.” A Moor who had loaded the 
servant with a bale, wished to forci; him to pass 
close by the bodies, that being the nearest way; 
but he chose rather to climb over a craggy rock. 

The steward returned to the village in great agi¬ 
tation. He would not impart his concern to Ma- 
damoiselle de Bourk, however, and carefully con¬ 
cealed the mortifying .spectacle he had beheld. 

Mi antiine the Moors divided their prizes. The 
richest stuffs were cut into small pieces to orna¬ 
ment the heads of their children; all the plate 
was offered for sale, and three chalices, one of 
which was worth at least foftr liundred livres, were 
all sold for less titan five livres, because the own¬ 
ers thought them copper, and of small value from 
being tarnished with the sea-water. They found 
some books, tvhich they considered useless, and 
thence let the steward and servant have them with¬ 
out much difficulty. The steward also secured 
his iukhorn.. 

Tlie captives continued three weeks in the same 
place, during which time Madamoiselle de Bourk, 
taking advantage of the writing materials, and a 
few leaves of blank paper tore from the books, 
wrote three letters to the French consul at Algiers, 
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none of’which ever came to hand. The whole of 
the party were then conducted among the high 
mountains of Cuoco, where the ruler of these peo¬ 
ple probably resided. They were led along by 
twelve Moors, armed with sabres, guns, and lances, 
who constrained the steward and the domestic to 
carry their young mistress by turns over the rug- 
gt'd tracts; and, as they were themselves accus¬ 
tomed to traverse the same regions with greater 
expedition, they urged their victims ^with blows 
to advance faster than they w-ere able. In this 
manner they travelled a whole day, and, at its close, 
each received a piece of bread, and enjoyed the 
comfort of lying on boards for the first time. 

The sheikh, or ruler, held a grand council with 
the chiefs of the mountaineers respecting the dis¬ 
posal of the captives; but, disagreeing on the 
terms of division, it was resolved that they should 
be returned from whence they came, llefore de¬ 
parting, the steward having taken a little straw 
from before some cattle in the vicinity feeding on 
it, to spread under Madamoiselle de Bourk, the 
owner of the c*ottage snatched up a hatchet in a 
fury, and forcing him*to lay his neck on a block, 
would have committed murder pn the spot, had 
not a Moor come in at the instant and prevented 
him. 1'hree or four limes every day did tljose 
barbarians, according to their capric’ous humour, 
after fastening the door of the cottages to prevent 
interruption, seize the unfortunate prisoners by 
the ihnjat, and w<mld have butchered them, had 
they not been restrained by some invisible power. 

Nowithstuiiding the determination of sending- 
them away, the captives were still kept in the in- 
teri<tr, whence their first owner, accompanied by 
a Turk from Bujeya, came to carry them ofl‘. Sixr 
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teen armed mountaineers, however, compelled 
him to abandon them; tljeretore, enraged at being 
forced to resign his prey, he seize# on Mada- 
moiselle de Bourk, and.drew his sabre to strike 
ofl' her head; but the Turk, by remonstrances, in¬ 
duced him to dcvsist. During the*course of their 
return, their conductors, transported by zeal, fre¬ 
quently resolved on sacrificing them. Once, in 
particular, they led the Abbe and steward behind 
a thick'»bush, there to offer them as victims to 
Mahomet, though their intentions were not then 
put in execution. On arriving at the hamlet, 
they received nothing but the raw tops of parsnips 
to eat, without a morsel of bread, which was fre¬ 
quently the case in future. The children, how¬ 
ever, gradually contracted an affection f(f»r Made¬ 
moiselle de Bourk, whence she sometimes pro¬ 
cured a little milk along with her bread, which 
was scantily provided. It is the custom of ihe 
Moors to grant what is asked in name of tlieii 

s 

At length a fourth lettiv, wrote by Madamoi- 
selle de Bourk, reached the French consul at Al¬ 
giers. It was the only one of all she had written 
that arrived at the place of its destination ; and 
was transmitted by the doy to M. Dusault, wl;o 
read it to the fathers employed in the redemption 
of captives. She iherc described, in plain, hut, 
pathetic terms, how', by the shipwreck of her mo¬ 
ther, she and her attendants had been reduced to 
the most frightful Ix-ndage ; that they were perish¬ 
ing with hunger, and utKlcrwt iit all the severities 
that could be cxpicted from enemies to the 
Christian faith and to all hiunaiiity ; and besides. 


children ; tlnnefbre, a common mode of preferrin 
a suit, is to say, “•grant me this for thy so«i’ 
sake.” 
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were devoured by vermins Therefore, she most 
earnestly besouj^ht him tQ send them some relief 
in the ineai^Riine, until he should be able to pro¬ 
cure their liberty; of whibh they were led to de¬ 
spair, from the continual menaces of the barbari¬ 
ans they were afnongst. 

The fathers were sensibly affected by this letter: 
they tendered ilieir money and services to M. 
Dusault, who needed no entreaties on the occa¬ 
sion, as he was well acquainted vvlth the* family 
of M. de Bourk. lie immediately ordered a 
French vessel then in port, to sail with* clothes 
and provisions; and obtained a recommendatory 
letter from the dey to tlie ^reat marabout, or chief 
priest of Bujeya. He likewise wrote to Mada- 
moiselle de Bonrke, and accompanied his letter 
with some presents. The ve.ssel sailed the same 
evening, and, after a short passage, arrived at 
Bujeya. 

There the interpreter of the French, yvdio had 
been sent by M. Dusault, presented his letter, and 
also the dey*s, to the great \narabout. Though 
somewhat indisposed at the time, he imniediateU’’ 
got up and mounted, Uigether with the interpreter, 
the marabout of Jijel, and six or seven Moors, 
and took the road towards the mountains, which 
are five or six days journey from Bujeya. Those 
inhabitants in possession of the captives, observ¬ 
ing their approach towards their hamlet, shut 
themselves up in the cottages, along with them, 
to the number often or twelve, with sabres in their 
hands. The marabout knocking at the door, de¬ 
manded aloud what had become of the Christians ? 
to which it was answered, that they were at the 
further end of the hamlet. But a Moor on the 
outside signified, by signs, that they were withyi. 
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'riierefort', the whole troop aligliting, forced the cot¬ 
tage to be opened,on vv hich the Moors ran away,and 
the marabouts entered. 1 he captives were in great 
alarm, truly believing that the hour o! destruction 
was come ; but they w'ere speedily quieted by the 
great marabout approaching, anq putting the let¬ 
ters from the consul and JVl. Dtisault in Mada- 
inoiselle de Bourk’s hands, and then he supplied 
her witli part of his own provisions, consisting of 
bread and walnuts. 1 liat night he and his retinue 
passed in the hut, and next morning sent the 
Moorish children to seek their parents. All came 
at his order, and, according tothoir custom, kissed 
his hands. The Moors liold their marabouts in 
protouiiu veneration j it is in their name, and not in 
that of Crod, that the poor beg I'or charity. Their 
power has more influence than that of any neigh¬ 
bouring rulers, and their curses are more form-idable 
■ than all the threats of Algiers. 

The great marahoiit next sent for the sheikh of 
the mountains, and the cliief owners of the hamlet, 
and declared the cause of his coming, namely, to 
demand the release ot five French captives, who 
were shipwrecked. That as^France w as at peace 
with the whole kingdom of Algiers, they ought 
not, contrary to the treaty, to retain the cajitives, 
whose misibrtunes in losing their inends and pro- ' 
perty w'ere already great enough, without priva¬ 
tion of life and liberty also. '1 hat although they 
did not themselves acknow'ledge the authority of 
Algiers, yet they enjoyed advantages from the 
peace with France ; and, finally, urged that it 
would be an act of signal injustice refusing their 
release, as they W'cre suliicicntly enriched by their 
spoils. 

The Moors endeavoured to shelter themselves 
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under pretended reasonings; and the first joy ot 
the captives was moderated by the apprehension 
of danger. After an interval of disquiet, their 
alarm became excessive, on learning from the in¬ 
terpreter, that the Moors, moved by the authority 
and arguments of the marabout, had consented to 
liberate four of their number; but the sheikh was 
resolutely determined to detain Madamoiselle de 
Bourk, whom he designed for a wife to his son, 
then fourteen years old, and in no wise wiworthy 
of her, had she even been daughter to the king of 
France; for his son, being the offspring of a king 
of the mountains, was not her inferior. 

This unexpected incident was considered a 
greater calamity than all the rest. Captivity it¬ 
self appeared less cruel than the necessity of leav¬ 
ing one so young and so well beloved, in such 
hands, destitute of protection. 

The sheikh for some time remained inflexible; 
but the marabout at length taking him aside, put 
some gold in his hands, and pron)i8ed him a gra¬ 
tification infinitely greater ; which rendered him 
somewhat more tractable. The whole negocia- 
tion was completed, ^nd the terms of redemption 
settled at nine hundred pieces of eight: in pledge 
of which the marabout left a Turk behind him, 
along with some jewels belonging to his own 
wives. 

He then departed, taking the five captives with 
him, and travelled towards Bujeya. On the wa} 
they lodged in the habitations of the Moors, where- 
ever they could be found. To mark the hostility of 
those people towards Christians, on one occasion 
when an old woman was preparing a mess for the 
marabout, she angrily exclaimed, that “ the Moors 
were fools for not sacrificing the captives to their 



GENOESE TARTAN. 0^ 

* 

prophet, ashy that means they would have insur¬ 
ed the certainty cd Paradise ; and had such an in- 
cident occurred in the place she belonged to, and 
Christians been left in her custody, they should 
not have escaped with their lives, for, had her 
husband refused to kill them, she would herself 
have put them to death.’* 

The captives having arrived at Bujeya on the 
9tl’. of December, were supplied with linen : the 
clothes that were sent to them had been given 
away in preseVits, in order to facilitate their release. 
On the lOth they embarked.in the vessel lying for 
them, and reached Algiers on the 13th at day¬ 
break. The consul, attended by the principal 
French people, went down to the port to conduct 
them up to M. Dusault’s residence, which was 
crowded with Christians, Turks, and even Jews. 
The envoy received Madamoiselle de Bourk as she 
entered the court, and instantly led her to the cha¬ 
pel, where she heard mass j and a Te Deum was 
sung as a thanksgiving for this felicitous redemp¬ 
tion. 

The spectators could hardily refrain from tears ; 
nay, the very Turks and Jews seemed affected. 
This young female, even at her years, still showed 
an air of superiority, notwithstanding all the alarms 
and severities she had undergone. 

After the redeemed Christians were somewhat 
refreshed, the fathers quickly prepared to satisfy 
the engagements made to procure their liberty. 
They gladly counted out nine liundred dollars from 
their treasure, to which M. Dusault added some 
presents for the great marabout, and intrusted the 
whole to the charge of a Moor who had come on 
pqrt of the marabout, and now only,wailed a fa¬ 
vourable opportunity for returning to Bujeya. 
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On the 5th of January 1720, M. Dusault sailed 
with Madamoisclle de Boiirk from Algiers, but, 
meeting with adverse winds, was tossed about un- 
til the 12th, when he discovered the island of Ma¬ 
jorca, and on the, J6th anchored in Port Farine, in 
the kingdom of Tunis. M. Dusault lauded, and 
on the 24th reached Tunis bv laud, which is about 
45 miles di.stant. A negociation for the redemp¬ 
tion of French captives was there also ..speedily 
commenced ; but the bey, conceiving that this was 
the sole purpose of M. Dusault’s mission from the 
kihgj demanded an mireasonable price, being two 
hundred dollars for each slave, exclusive of port 
dues and other charges, which amounted to at least 
forty more. Neither were his demands abated, 
though it was explained that the negociation be¬ 
longed solely to a charitable object. This contest 
lasted several days; and only on the fathers feign¬ 
ing preparations to leave the city, would he heark¬ 
en to reason. New accommodations were proposed, 
by which the French were enabled to redeem the 
whole slaves, being .sixty in number, including two 
Sardinian families, then despairing ever to regain 
their liberty. M. Dusault freighted a vessel to carry 
the whole to France, where they arrived in safety 
on the 29th of May 17^20, at Marseilles, and de¬ 
livered Madamoisclle de Bourk into the hands of 
her uncle, the Marquis de Varrenne. After re¬ 
maining some years in the bogomof her family, she 

married the Marquis de T*-, with whom she 

spent a happy life, and died only a few years pre¬ 
ceding 1789. Her children then held a distin¬ 
guished rank, in Provence. 

In the course of the preceding mission, the 
French religious redeemed no less than ninely- 
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eight captives at Algiers, independent of the sixty- 
ransomed at Tunis. 

The occurrence of calamitous shipwrecks is an 
object of equal interest to the barbarous natives of 
Africa, as preservation from perils and a successful 
voyage ’are to the mariner. Constant watch is 
kept for the moment of his destruction, or the time 
whten struggling with the elements for existence, he 
may be safely approached and overpowered. 

Shipwreck ^is probably more common on the 
western coast of Africa than towards the north, 
where, as has just been related, the Genoese tar¬ 
tan was lost; but there is little difference in 
the condition of those captives who fall into the 
hands of inhospitable tribes. They are viewed ei¬ 
ther as beasts of burden, whose labour may benefit 
the capi^r, or as 6t subjects for being ransomed, 
whereby he may be enriched. 

!\faiiy vessels are wrecked, and never heard of 
more ; but, between the years J 790 aud 1806, the 
crews of thirty made their way to Morocco, where 
an account of their disastejrs was first disclosed. 
All such persons, however, are in a state of cap¬ 
tivity ; they are bought and sold according to the 
caprice of their captors, or the inclination of pur¬ 
chasers, and reduced to a state of abject slavery. 

Vessels on the western coast of Africa are gene¬ 
rally wrecked to the south of Mogadore, on a de¬ 
sert shore, covered by immense sand hills, which 
are continu^ly shifting their place. The coast is 
extremely flat; and a ship is»eitUer drifted by cur¬ 
rents, or takes the ground, ntiles from the shore, 
before any danger is apprehended. 

The wandering Arabs meantime are not idle:— 
from the tops of the sand hills they descry the masts 
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of the vessel, and imrnf.rliatelj assembling in num¬ 
bers, prepart to fivail themselves of tin calamity. 
Provided with.arms, they repair to the shore, where 
they well know the crew must either perish, or be¬ 
come their captives. As the latter generally ensues, 
a partition of the’s|>oil ensues on plundering the 
wreck and dividing the men; Or, .should the un¬ 
fortunate inariner.s, dreading the barbarous treat¬ 
ment they may expect, resolve to defci^d them¬ 
selves and their property, the speedy reduction of 
their number soon warns them thaV they have, no 
alternative but to surrender. Each then becomes 
a slave of different value, at’cording to his pristine 
rank or capacity. He is marched into a desert, 
where, unused to the fatigue and abstinence with 
which the Arabs are familiar, he is redheed to the 
most deplorable extremity from pain and hunger. 
His limbs swell owing to the heat of the burning 
sand, as they are stripped instantly on capture; bis 
body become si<;kly an<l emaciated, and ^me- 
times he sinks under accumulated hardships. 

Many arc probably condemned to linger out 
their lives in captivity, and no tidings of them ever 
transpire; some indulging hopes of liberty after 
long negociations, are at length disappointed, but 
several do accomplish their emancipation by cir¬ 
cuitous operations. 

Jews traffic with various Arabian Iribe.s, and fre¬ 
quently purchase the shipwrecked persons from 
them. Through means of the new master, iuitdli- 
gence is communicated by the captit-t? to the con¬ 
sul of his respective nation, resident at any of tlie 
ports or cities of Birbary, and a negociation for 
his ransom con)monly ensues. The agent for the 
trafficking Jew is ope of his own religion, whose 
demands increase in proportion as an inclination 
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IS testified to t^Ueve ihe suJTerer i may, it is npiik 
rare ihAt the )i?itiiat ia i» iroiis» or ooiifiued in 
dttngodto, ih or4er to eUfoite more speedy oortiplU 
anOe. 

Ever^ exertion in the mean limih iwttde hy 
iho Jfetir to (list over the oouditioif of the captive^ 
that the .sum wdneh i:i^n he extorted for him may 
be ascertained, and so tedious are ihe pr<K'eedini^* 
that tin captives, if ui possession of the Arabs, 
may sometitncs (Imnire tin ir masers. An instance 
‘ occurred not lo)pp> *i';o, wie le an Anicncan gentles 
man had fallen into iln. Imnds oi an Arab dnefor 
bheik, and 300 dollar> vvei<* agicod on for his ram 
som. But the treaty lor u rlemption vyas protract* 
€d, until he had hecn puu l».»scd by a Jcvsr, from 
whom, after a year of miserable captivity, Jio wai 
piircliosed for 1400. ^ 

The Jew bad certain reasons for notConsideHng 
It pi ndent to come himself to Mogadore to reneiye 
iht hmi'i ol his extortion, iuid it Was so arranged, 
tluit the sliinilaled sum was to be sent tO him Ase* 
u In i< 1 hs hiothn, however, on two ycfiltha he>* 
•u'lng In ilu same v« ssel as the gentlemgA hiv- 
1 » c apt d, I arnt io Mugodolte to Claim their ran* 
■.oio 1‘lic youtlis wCle immediately tahi^n under 
P’‘olrcin)a of tlu Vmciioan agent tliom, while tho 
Ji n continued clannMoiis in his dintii|indli« But the 
allaii hiving reachi d the knowl^l^hf hh 

iial nia)e>iv, be wus t omniitted to prisOHi 

he nas I'outmc-d for some tune. The santt 
chiel, into vvliose hands the American gent^ltq^ 
had fallen, interposed with the empertm 
tlie Jew as a snb|ttt of hi|» territory, / ^prefoTo 
the governor was ordered to cond«# hint t» One 
of the gates; but, on roacnlng it, hlf head i*h- 
mediately struck off, and, according ^ fhd 
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are the CftbdtyUjSj ra^ Ajsahi^ ^eiVin^ ou 
the «3Ktei(wye|j^M^^ Aitwix, whither 

ihejjr yetretMi^a ^o prewiijjw their Hbehy., It k of 
dimeult enwctu^ hyijprmpiA i and the 
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gaining inteihgence or the tmproach of a body of 
Arabs, marched with gOf^m^^gninst^thenb l)u« 

> earned the fort o: 


ring his absence, anotherjg^y parned the lort oy^ 
ctorm, which induced the Trench to siitemyt some' 
signal blow to strilte terIt(r^^jin the enemy,, ,They, 
were defeatedi^ hOWWerU with great loss, ^ 
length obliged to e?acn^;dm^ce. Ever 
that period, the Cahayles mhae prisoners of all 
strangers vmatever falling into their hands. 

Immediately when a sbipn^reck happens on the 
coast of Gigery,,]^he inhabitants dock down fro|ii 
the mohntama,^ seiamg on att they cen 
without anv consideration dfthohati<m to which 
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The captain of the ship became Impatient at 
the delay ; and, weighing^anchor, set sail without 
the five passengers. ITbc-r situation on returning 
to the beach, and finding both ship and boat aw ay, 
may easily be conceived. Thus abandoned, in 
an unknown country, theywandered a Jong time 
on the coast; having the s^ on onff^'sidc, and a 
region inhabited by cannibals bn the other. They 
could not venture to!leave the shore, be cause, on 
penetrating the interior, they dreaded falling in^o 
the hands of the savages ; therefore, under the er¬ 
roneous impression that the ship had steered west, 
they pursued the coast, imploring divine assist¬ 
ance, and complaining of their unhappy tatc. 
The suddenness of tneir misjfortunes rendered 
them irresolute : they lived on herbs and insects, 
ignorant of the means of distinguishing the good 
from the bad ; and were cruelly tormented by in¬ 
numerable muskitoes. 

In this situation, the officers continued several 
days, M. de Belleisle had brought a dog from 
the ship, which was extremely attached to him ; 
during the extremity of hunger which his compa¬ 
nions suffered, they were frequently tempted to 
kill this dog, and although M. de Belleisle would 
not do so himself, he gave it up to them. One of 
his companions seized the dog, but being weak, 
the dog escaped just when a knife was about to 
pierce him, ran into the woods, and disappeared. 

The four unfortunate officers successively died 
of hunger before M. de Belleisle’s sight, who en¬ 
deavoured as well as he could to dig holes in the 
earth, or rather sand, with his own hands, in order 
to preserve their remains from the voracity of wild 
beasts. He paid this tribute to human m^ure, 
w^hde he sighed over the miseries concomitant m 
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It; and nothing butilie strength of his constitution 
enabled him to survive)^jhis friends. Conque ing 
that natural disgust which' they created, he sub¬ 
sisted on the worms he*round in rotten wood. 

A few days after the death of ftis comrades, M. 
de BeUeisle observed his dpg at a distance, carry¬ 
ing somefmjj^ in his iioulh j he called to hjm, and 
the creature, wi^^redt demonstrations of joy, came, 
Vad, fa%aing upcTii its master, laid an opo.ssiim at 
his feet. It howled, as if to say, here is where¬ 
withal to support life. Opossums, which are the 
size of a simking pig, are palatable food. 

M. de Ilfelleisle, tlius alpne, with his dog, sought 
around for subsistence, At night, he always 
formed a kind of entrenchment against the wild 
beasts, at the foot of a tree where he slept. One 
day a tiger approaching the place, the dog began 
to howl, and ran to attack it. M. de Belleisle, 
awakened with the noise, and as the beast had 
seized his dug, hastened to its relief. The tiger 
let go its bold, but the dog was wounded; whence 
M. de Belleisle, apprehensive that it might go mad, 
killed it, and afterwards ale it. 

Being left in solitude in this desert, he fell on 
his knees, thanking God for hitherto preserving 
hi.s life’and committing himself to his protection, 
as he was now about to penetrate the country in 
search of his fellow men. 

He commenced his journey, and soon fpund 
footsteps which led him to the banks of a fifiyer; 
there seeing a pjrogue, he entered it, and crossed 
the river. On the opposite shore were Indians of 
the nation Attakapas\ or Cannibals, as this appella¬ 
tion indicates, drying human flesh and 6sh. M. 
de Belleisle was so miseralily emaciated, that they 
took him for a spec$re. He pointed to his 
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and made signs tluit he was hungry, whence they 
offered him some human f^*sh and fjsh, the latter 
of which he devoured-"gs^edily. The Indians 
would not kill him, he waA^^o lean hut stripping 
him naked, they partitioned his clothes among 
themselves, and then carried him to their village, 
in order to fatten him. ThA^re he , ha|j,^Jhe good 
fortnne'To Ixicome the sla^ e oKan oj/1-Widow. 

M. de Belleisle pidV gradually recovered his/ 
Jicalth, but he became melancholy, from con-/ 
slant dread of being sacrificed to the gods of the 
Indians, and that a banquet would be sjnade of his 
flesh. He was struck vvilh terror at beholding the 
feasts of the savages on the fattest of their prisoners 
of war, and was in cbhsfabt expectation, that as 
soon as he attained a similar, state, his brains would 
he beat out w'ith their clubs. But his apprehen¬ 
sions were at length relieved b\'^ the Indians hold¬ 
ing a council, iii whicli they concluded, that it 
would both be disgraceful and dastardly, to kill a 
man who had come among iheiji without any evil 
intent i therefore he remained a slave to the wi¬ 
dow. 

His slavery, thougli not oppressive, was disa¬ 
greeable, his chief occupation being to carry the 
children of the cannibals; and he, besides, was 
forced to go aImo.st naked. However, he expo- 
in need better treatineut during the latter pari' of 
his abode. 

M. do Belleisle’s youth and strength enabled 
him to fulfil the offices of a slave to the satisfaction 
of his mistress, insomuch, that she adopted him, 
and on that account he was set at liberty, and 
considered as one belonging to, the nation. lie 
soon learned the Indiah niaiuier of conversing in 
dumb shew, and acquired the art of using the bow 
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and arrow as wcU aK^he natives could do them¬ 
selves. They carried^ along with them to 
tlteiivwars, dnd there slain an enemy in 

llieir presence, with arrow, he was acknow¬ 
ledged a true warrior/ deer being killed hy an 
Indian, they dried its flesji, and also that of th( 
man, to as foo(.|/in their expeditions.‘ u 

One day oh»^ iporney, |i|, de Belleisle being 
^inngry,„askrd lui^fomething to eat; wheii an Ijt- 
^ian gave him human flesh, saying, it was that of 
liio deer. ^'I/de Belleisle, unaware of the decep¬ 
tion, appeal'd his hunger, and the Indian after¬ 
wards sai4 to him, “ Formerly you were averse, 
but now you can eat'human flesh as v/ell as our¬ 
selves v” at which words M. de Belleisle vomited 
all that he had swallowed. 

About two years after M. de Belleisle’s captivi¬ 
ty, cerlain deputies arrived from ajiother nation, 
bearing the calumet of peace to the Altakapas. 
That was a nation in New Mexico, in the vicinilv' 
of the ISatc/ies, wdiere M. de Hnchcros^ de St 
D('nis\ highly esteemed, though belonging to an¬ 
other kingdom, eomraandecl. These deputies, af¬ 
ter attentively gazing on M. de Belleisle, told tlx* 
Atl^kapas, his captors, that in the country from 
whence they came, there were White men like, 
him. The Altakapas replied, that he was a slave 
whom they found near the great lake, where his 
comrades were slarvtki to death ; that they, bad. 
conducted him to their dwellings, and a \ybcnan 
had made him her slave f that they had taken him 
along with them to fight iigainst a nation, which 
they overcame in a battle; and on that occasion 
he had distinguished himself by killing one of their 
adyersaries with an arrow, for which reason they 
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had a^dopted him, and roceipd him as > a warrior 
among them. / 

de Belleisle appearei^lnattenlive to this •eon- 
versation; but it immcdii!«;|e^y excited the idea of 
his being able to .return h’^'S own country. He 

took one of the Indian/leputies aside, and qncs- 
li:.;ned Kim strictlyabdut thenvhile ni^-/*'be had 
seen. Fortunately he had pr^rvef^’liis commis¬ 
sion in a box; and hanng maciiF some ink from | 
soot, he contrived to write at the fool ol’ it: “I anv'^ 
that individual abandoned at St Bthmard^s Bay. 
My companions died of hunger and misery before 
n»e; and I am captive among the Atlakapas.” 
The unfortunate officer then gave his commission 
to the Indian, telling him it was some speaking 
paper, and that by presenting it to the chief of 
the French in his country, lie should be well re¬ 
ceived. 

The Indian roiicelved that something sacred 
was attached to this paper, because lie was told it 
would speak foi him to the French, and his coun¬ 
trymen wished to deprive him of it; but he evad¬ 
ed them by swimmingeacross a river, and lest the 
writing should be wet, held it above his head,. 
After a journey of 450 miles, he arrived in the 
country of the Natches. The French commander, 
M. Hucheros de St Denis, was an officer of dis¬ 
tinction : he ^vas known from having made the 
iirst journey overland from Louisiana to Mexico, 
wdiere he married the Sjpanish governor’s niece. 
The Indian gave him M. de Belleisle’s letter, and 
obtained a courteous reception, and many pre¬ 
sents. M. de St Denis next began to express his 
griet after the manner of the Indians, who then in¬ 
quired into the cause. He answered, that he wept 
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for bis brother, who'was captive among the Atta- 
^kapas. M. de St being highly esteemed 

bjj^he surrounding the Indians, who 

brought the letter, ^j^ised to bring M. de Bel- 
leisle himself j and loam of the; other Indians also 
engaged ill the enteiprij^. 

M. dV*'?^ Denis ^ve theiilnKjTne shirts and a hat 
for the captii^e^^ which . they immediately set 
I out ojj horselikck, tcr\ in number, and armed 
\witb guns, promising M, de Si Denis to return in 
two moons,^ith his brother mounted on a horse, 
which thcjned with them. 

On aHriving in the country of the Attakapas, 
the Indians repeatedly discharged tlieir fire-arms, 
which, from the explosion, the natives supposed 
to be thunder. They delivered M. de Belleisle 
the letter from M. de St Denis, which mentioned 
that he had nothing to fear from the Indians who 
carried it, and that he already rejoiced at the near 
prospect of seeing him. The joy of M. de Bel¬ 
leisle is indescribable: he dreaded, however, 
that the Attakapas would oppose his departure. 
Several of the deputation, made him quickly get 
on horseback, and rode off with their whole coad¬ 
jutors j while the Attakapas, alarmed by the re¬ 
port of the muskets, never ventured to intcrlere. 
The old woman who had adopted him, shed tears 
at his departure. Thus did M. de Belleisle escape 
a captivity, which might otherwise have lasted as 
long as life. 

On his arrival in the territory of the Nalclies, 
he did not find M de St Denis, for he was gone 
to Biioxis, the chief town of Louisiana, before the 
building of New Orleans; but the commanding 
qfficer, in his absence, sent M. de Belleisle to the 
governor of the province. The governor liberally 
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rewardert his deliverers, ao^estifled great joy. oi» 
seeing him : all <x)ng^a^da1ypd him on his libera- 
lioii from captivity. 

The governor sent a to the Atfakapas, 

a nation wliich thp Span^i^ were never able to 
subdue, and also one to tire widow, who h;^ adopt- 
t (1 and protected liia-«^untrymmi, These>f.t^l)lc, lit¬ 
tle expecting this mark of genei^^jtyil-olurned am- , 
bassadors, who were acco^npanietl by M. do Bel- i 
leisle's mistress, to thiink him and hiakc an alliance/ 
W'ith the French. The chief of thdi mission ad¬ 


dressed the governor in these words, father, 

the white man whom you beliold here, is your own 
flesh and blood ; he was united to ns by adoption. 
Ilis brothers were starved to death: had my na¬ 
tion found thenjj they would have lived and en¬ 
joyed the same prerogative.” 

Since that period, the French have always been 
humanely treated by the Attakapas, wdio have, from 
their persuasion, left otf tlm savage custom of eat¬ 
ing imman flesli. Wlien lliey came to New Or¬ 
leans, they were well receivetl by all the French, 
in gratitude for thuir rtii^eption of M. de BelKnsle; 
for w'itbout their aid, he would have perished like 
ilis companions. 


The Attakapas arc a race of Am^Ticans, whose 
territory lies immediately north of the Gulf of 
M»:xico, and is incUuled under the great tract of 
land more recently denominated Louisiana. The 
dhlrict which they occupy is extremely fertile, 
abounding in all the valuable productions of the 
earth, situated under a temperate climate, and 
intersected by devp narrow rivers, navigable by 
vessels of moderate size. In short, it is a coun¬ 
try reprc?:ented as one of the most beautiful and 
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agreeable that can'be conceived. The-savages 
having entered into ^ reciprocal traffic with the 
-JJrench established ni;;^^.their confines, a French¬ 
man, who sprung I’-Uim a rich family in Gre¬ 
noble, resolved to 'M)e among them about the 
middle of last cemiife Ht’ therefore carried 
twenty!pegroes alo’lg w^h him, whom he treat¬ 
ed as a ayd led ^|n-imitivc and frugal 

life, cidtivaiiii;;;::.tbc ground, 'and pasturing flocks. 
His oiTly dwelling was a hut, and his bed Ixiar-skins 
'sj^read on the planks of the floor. He -wore those 
of goals fo/ ehnlting, and a horn spoon, together 
witli a V^iife, w'ere stisponded from his girdle. In 
this stale he lived twenty years, exercising all the 
offices of hospilality ; and when he died, llio ne¬ 
groes of his estahiishinent becoming free, formed 
a small colony, winch still subsists. The posses¬ 
sions of that Freuclunan w’ere improved by two of 
his own connfrynien, whom he iiad patronised, 
and who realized large fortunes from thorn. 

AVhen the arrangements with the late Spanish 
government look place, an opportunity wasaflbrd- 
ed of forming establishments on a more extensive 
scale, and many of those •unfortunate persons who 
fled from the massacres of St Domingo, found 
ah, asylum here. In 1803, the w hole population 
of the settlement amounted to 3746 souls, of W’hora 
about one-third were slaves. 


Circ umstances are so favourable for its increase, 
enjoying a soil and climate the best adapted for 
agricultural purposes, extensive meadows covered 
by vast herds of cattle and flocks of sheep, and, 
above all, internal tranquillity, that it rtiay gradu¬ 
ally attain the greatest prosperity. 
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ON THE ISLAND OF 3Vk/ f(rNANDEE, MAY 25, 


During the war between Great Britain ai<d Spain, 
towards the earlier part of the eighteenth century, 
privateers of very considerable force were fitted out 
in various English ports, ciiiefly tor the purpose of 
harassing the trade of the enemy. But the general 
idea of the riches brought home from the Spanish 
settlements in South America, as well as the state 
of the colonies themselves, presented powerful at¬ 
tractions for adxeuturers to go thiilier, in the hopes 
of bettering their fortunes. This was cither done 
by persous'embarking in their own ships, or they 
were sent out in the command of ships belonging to 
others. We must lament, however, to observe, 
that the species of ^varfare they carried on in such 
privateers was but little remote from piracy: their 
object was commonly, nay, it may be said univer¬ 
sally, the search of plunder. The peaceful trader 
was despoiled of the earnings of his labour, while 
the sight of a warlike enemy was the signal for 
flighty and sometimes, when disappointed of booty, 
the invaders burnt whole towns, and reduced the 
defencelegs inhabitants to ruin. 
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In the year 1719, two vessels were filled out for 
an expedition against ^ the Spanish settlemenls on 
coasts of Chili, Per;,;. ^?.nd Mexieo. One, cal¬ 
led the Success, carryi Wthirty-six guns, was com¬ 
manded by Captain VJdhn Clipperlon ; and the 
other, called the SpefedWU, carrying above twen¬ 
ty guns and manned with g, company of one hun¬ 
dred and cue men. and olhceTs, commanded by 
Captain Geor^^ S’^elvocke. 

They sailed from Plymouth on the 13th of Fe¬ 
bruary, but parted company soon afterwards, and 
it is to the py^cerjdings of the latter, the Speedwell, 
that this uLiTative is to be directed. 

On the 19th a violent storm came on from the 
south-west, vt'hich obliged Captain Shelvoeke to take 
in his to()-sail at ten o’clock; and, by eleven, the ves¬ 
sel was under bare poles, and unable to show a slip of 
canvas all night, except,for a very short time,a reef¬ 
ed mizon. About midnight a sea struck her quar¬ 
ter, which drove in cue of the quarter and one of 
the stern dead-lights, and she shipped great quan¬ 
tities of water before they could be got up again. For 
a considerable time she was in the greatest danger 
of foundering: the people ®ould not get her before 
the wind, nor could they work the pumps on deck, 
the lee pump being constantly under water; be¬ 
sides, sucli a succession of prodigious seas broke 
over them, that no one could stand upright. In this 
situation, recourse was had to the chain-pump, and 
by means of it the ve.ssel was saved. It w'as then 
uncommon for ships of less than two hundred tons 
to have chain-pumps. A seaman can estimate the 
condition of the Speedwell, a vessel of not above 
two hundred tons, with eighteeri six-pounders 
mounted between decks, and a large fourteeu-oared 
Jaunclt under the hatches; crowded with provi- 
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slons for a long voyage, and fptir*f)fths ol itie peo¬ 
ple landmen. The greatest^art of the chip’s eom- 
pany were so terrified storm, that Captaiit 

Shelvocke was tohl next Tffl||nihg, that no less tlian 
seventy of them were reso!'|al on bearing away for 
Engliind, to makeb a co^pliljnt against the ship. 
They alleged that s[ie^;as so( very eranl^that she 
would never be abtcTo encounter a yp.ffee lo tlie 
South Seas. J' 

On the CSd of Februar}', the <;a})1ain having ob¬ 
served some symptoms of diseonlenl among llio 
crew, ordered tluan all on deck, and t\ine exjilain- 
ed to them the goodness of tiu; ship^io his own 
knowledge, and jtromisod. as they had no awnii^g, 
to provide some slielier i’or them ovf r- hea<l. I le also 


reminded them of the scheme of the vovage, and 

them w’ith the prospect of sn(a:ess. 
Nevertheless, all that he could sav was to little 
purpose, as the people persisted ia llieir reso¬ 
lution to clap the helm a-weather, and proceeded 
such lengths, that ho Wcis under the iiece''sily <d’ cal¬ 
ling for the assistance of his officers to reduce the 
mutineers to subordination. At the sight of most 
of the otlicor^ armed, -*.hey were somewhai ufipal- 
led, and soon disbanded themselves. Captain Siiel- 
vocke then ordered two of tliem lo be tied up for 
punishment; hut on the submissive entreaties of 
tiieir comrades, added to promises of future good 
conduct, he was induced to pardon the ortence. 
Nevertlieless, it occasioned him great uneasiness to 
find h imself with a ship’s company likely to occa¬ 
sion such trouble and vexation. The only damage 
sttsialned by the late storm was the water destroy¬ 
ing about a thousand weight of bread and a barrel 
of pow^der. 
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On the 17tl» of March the Speedwell reached 
tlie Canary Islands, wlv're she cajjtured an o))on 
boat of only sixteen laden with salt, and a 

little wine ; and, on the i29th, departed for the 
Cape de Verd Islainjs, alon^ with .her prize, in 
hopes or.nieetine,- llie Success,,, In the passage 
thither the people again began to murmur, whence 
Captain Shelvoek^ thought it prudent to remove 
the arms* out of their reach. 

While apurpachingthe Isle of May oh the 14th of 
April, the Sucedwell was taken for a pirate by the 
vessels lyit/ig there, and sevca al shot fired at her ; 
but, on being satisfied of the reverse, the captains 
came on lioard and made an apology. Here tlie 
gunner was flischarged for imoro ^er conduct. 

The iSpeedwcll arrived at Porto Praya on the 
18til of A])ril, where the prize was sold for one 
liiindred and fifty dollars to the governor. Six 
men desialed in the launch, only two of wdiom 
were recovered. 


The eaptain, in the next ])lacc, sailed for the 
island of St Caliierine’.s, on the coast of Brasil, 
where iie arrived alter a pa*ssuge of twenty-one 
da vs, and there obtained wootl viud waiter. A 


large slilj) appearing at dawn of the 2d of July, 
the Speedwell was ])iit in a posture of defence, and 
two guns, with a party of men, were ])repared to 
protect the tilings at the watcring-pUu c; the launch 
also w'as dispatched, well manned and armed, to 
see what could be made of her. She proved the 
Ruby, a French man-of-W'ar, formerly belonging 
to the English, and now commanded by M. la 
Jonquiere: This gentleman, observing that he 
was viewed with suspicif»n, sent one of his lieute¬ 
nants to assure Captain Shelvqcke of his pacific in¬ 
tentions, and asked him to dinb on board, where lie 
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met with a most polite reception. He said, that 
the Spaniards were apprised of the arrival of the 
two English vessels*in thejjp seas, and proposed 
sending some men-of-war to cope with them, which 
Captain Shelvpc ke, sensj-ble c|f the disposition of his 
crew, requested hiin.to keep secret. Hif'thoiight, 
if they were aware of any ^diffiqi^ies, that he 
.••.Ijoiild not be able to persuadeSthem to advance ^ 
further. 

On the si?tth of July, M. la Jonqpiere dined in 
the Speedwell, accompanied by seve^^l of his offi¬ 
cers and passengers. A mutiny, in tbefneantime, 
arose, wdiich the captain could only quell by the 
interposition of the French gentlemen and his own 
officers. It was the source of melancholy reflec¬ 
tion to him, that he, who had been an officer 
thirty years in the service, should now he conti¬ 
nually harassed by the mutiny of turbulent people. 
The boatswain was llie chief oficnder, hut Captain 
Shelvocke pardoned him on his making great con¬ 
cessions, and desiring leave to go home in the 
French ship, which he wdllingly granted. 

On the liJth a large ship was working into the 
harbour, when, on discovering those within, she 
stood out again. M. la Jonquicre, alarmed lest 
she was the consort of the Speedwell, was in a 
great hurry and confusion to be gone; aeeording- 
ly, he weighed anchor and went to sea, saluting 
her with five guns. Three Frenchnien belonging 
to the Speedwell w’ent with him, and he left two 
Frenchnien, and one Morphew', an Irishman, to 
her in return, 

Anolher French ship, called T.e Sage Solomon, 
of forty guns, came in ot) the $i5th of J uly, and prov¬ 
ed to be the same th^ was before working inlo’the 
harbour. Captain Saelvocke purchased from her 
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commander some provisions, and other arliciW of 
which he stood in* Deed. Here three de¬ 
serted, and tlie crew continued to testif^^-^Such a 
disposition, that the captain doqbted wnether he 
could induce them to leave the isla^^ 

At h-nglh he sailed on the iithw August, and, 
traver>ing tlie coast of Patagonia, Yell in with an 
immense tuimher of whales, which lay so near the 
, vessel, that she could scarce avoid striking on 
them. On approaching Terra del Fnego, misty 
weather prevailed, and stupendous mountains were 
seen entirely covered with snow. Being within 
eight leagues of the land on the l^th of September, 
and approaching still nearer the following dav, a 
bare and desolate country appeared. After pas¬ 
sing the straits ot Le Maire, there was cold stormy 
weather, and the snow and .sleet, constantly beat¬ 
ing on the ri ging, rendered it ahnost u-seless, a# 
every rope, and even the masts, were cased with 
ice. 

On Saturday, the 14th of November, the coast 
of Chili was in sight, at whi^h lime there was an 
absolnlu necessity lor recruiting ihetstock of wood 
and vvatc'r ; and the course of the Speedwell was 
directed for Narborough’s Island. How ever, on 
a|)pr<)aching the shore, the depth of w'aier proved 
so very variable and uncertain, that it was judged 
unsafe to come to a i anchor. Captain Siielvocke, 
therefore, made the best of his vvav^to the island 
ofChiloe, and ca^t anchor there on the 30th of 
the same month. 

A boat having come off from the governor to 

it ~ 

ascertain w ho he was, he passed himself for a 
Fienclnnan called Junis le Breton, who, he knew, 
was then in these seas, said t^ftat his ship was home¬ 
ward-bound, and called the St Rose. Captain 
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Shelcockc fouiul some difficult iu oblaiuing a sup¬ 
ply provisions, and the governor proving dila¬ 
tory in epuding, lie dispatched liis first lieutenant on 
shore to ^ke what he could get, and thus obtained 
an abundant $uppiy. 

On the 17 th y; UeceiTibcr he sailed for the Bay 
of Conception/ where he arrived five days atter- 
vvards; and took two vessels, one called die Soli- 
diid d’Andav, of 160 tons hnrden, and anoiiier be- 
longing to a priest, of 2.) tons. I'h^n, getting in¬ 
telligence of a sliip with a valuable lading lying 
about tW'O leagues to the norlliward, h^^ sent the 
second lieutenant and twenlv-fivc uien in the lat- 
ter vessel, with directions to reach the bay where 
she lay, but positively precluding them from going 
on shore, or making: anv atteinnt whatever. Ne- 
verlheless, finding lier ashore, they landed, when, 
, •uddeniv, a number ot horses uithout riders eame 
down upon them, and, after these, men mounttd, 
who killed and wounded live of tlie parly; inci¬ 
dents which increased the discontent already pre¬ 
vailing among the crew. 

Captain Siielvockc then took the St Firmin, a 
Sjuinish vi'sscl of Ions burden, of considerable 
value. A Hag of irnre soon came from tlie gover¬ 
nor, and proposals io ransom the vessels, and a .Ic- 
siiit came oil to beg him to restore ten large silver 
eandleslicks, each weighing twenty-five pounds, 
without ranso», being a legacy left to Ins con¬ 
vent. The captain said he should have them 
for tht'ir weight in dollars, to which the Jesuit re¬ 
plied, that they never bouglit things intended for 
sacred n.ses 

Sixteen thousand dollars were asked for the ran¬ 
som of the St Firmin,^aiid the governor olfered on¬ 
ly twelve thousand lor her and the prie.sfs vessel. 
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But, after a considcraVUe time occupied in eiVres- 
potidcnce, Captain Mielvocke, suspectinij tluil\tl)e 
governor had no re/l intentions of coming Jo a 
conclusion, .set botiii the ships on fire, and' thou 
sold the plunder taEen out of them at the fnast. 

The voyage was coptinued tot fie ijsjjand of Juan 
Fernandez, and thence to the to^n of Arioa on 
the coast of Peru, where some sm»U prizes were 
taken. From Arica, Captain Slielvocke .sailed for 
the town* of Payta on the same coast, and entered 
llie qpve on the iilstof \tarch, with French colours 
living. 

In the epurse of the voyage the small vessel erf 
sixteen tons was equippeil and manned, and called 
the Mercury, and lately before this period was ta¬ 
ken, with Cajitain Betagh, the captain of ma¬ 
rines in lier. 

At Payta a small .ship was taken, and thcSpeoil- 
well came to an anchor within three-quarters of a 
mile of the town, which appeared to be jiretty 
large and populous. Captain Slielvocke, notwith¬ 
standing, landed with forty-six men, leaving Mr 
(h)ldsea, the master, and a few others, to bring the 
ship nearer in, that the plunder miglit be the more 
expeditiousl}" emharked. 

He found the town entirely deserted by the 
inhabitants; and the Success having, been here 
before, gave thorn time to remove all their cfiects 
uj) to llte mountains, among which wa.s part of 
the king’s lrea.sure, amounting to four hundred 
ihoiLsand pieces of eight, in the governor’s posse.s- 
sion. 'File day was, llKM eforo, spent in embarking 
live stock, flour, sugar, and other things. 

In the afleriioon the governor sent a mes.scnger 
demantli ng to know what ransom Captain Slielvocke 
noflld take for the town and *ship, to which ho. re- 
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plied,/ that ten thousand pieces of eij^ht must be 
paid( down within twenty-fouV hours.” Different 
comijnunications took place o^i the subject, when 
the goifernor expressed that did not care what 
was donfc| with the town, prodded the cliurcli€?s 
were spared. No conclusion being obtained, the 
town was set oi^fire in two or tliree places, and as 
the houses were extremely dry, th^i conflagration 
rapidly extended. 

But no sooner w^as Payta in a blaze, than sig¬ 
nals were incessantly nia‘de from the ship for the 
captain to come off, and she kept up a constant 
l^ing towards the mouth of the harbour. All 
hands were therefore ordered into the boats, Ca|j- 
tain Shelvocke himself going in a canoe with three 
men only. Before he had got half way to the 
Speedwell, he saw a large ship lying with her fore- 
to[).sail aback, and with a Spanish flag flying. At 
this view’, t vo of his three people were ready to 
sink, and hurl it not been for the boatswain, he 
would never have been able to reach the siiip. 
If this stranger vessel, which i)roved to he a Spa¬ 
nish admiral’s ship, had continued her course, slu* 
could not have failed to take the Speedwell, lor 
there were not above eight or nine w’hite ]K <)ple on 
board to resist. But Mr Coldsea the master, W'iili 
the assistance of these few, ke]>t up such a smart 
fire, that the Spaniards, apprehending a keen de¬ 
fence, brought their ship to, that they iniglil pul 
her in a condition for a vigorous attack. 

This inactivity enabled Captain Shelvocke to 
reach the Speedw'ell, when he made every pre])a- 
ration, both to deceive the admiral, and give him 
a warm reception. Meantime, the officers on 
shore unwilling to leave a gun behind, wdiich had 
been mounted in the>town, delayed so long, that 
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before all the people^ouhl get on board, the ene¬ 
my were within pifAol shot. Captain SheU'^dfcke 
then cut his cable, when the ship falling the wrong 
way, he could ji«t clear the admiral; but^there 
was a great damp^ast on the spirits of h^s people, 
at seeing a ship mounting fifty-six guns, with four 
hundred and twenty men, opposed to the Speed¬ 
well, wdiich had only twenty theK mounted, w'ith 
seventy-three white men, and eleven negroes. 
Some ol»thein in coming off, were for leaping into 
the w ater and swimming ashore, which one ac¬ 
tually did. 

Captain Shelvocke being under the admiral’s 
lee, endeaVoured to gel into shoal water; however, 
he was becalmed by the ship nearly an hour, and 
all the time exposed to a heavy fire. He answer¬ 
ed the fire as briskly as possible, but in the hurry 
and confusion of getting off from.the towm, most 
of the small arms were so wet, that it was late l)e- 
fore they could be of any use. During this time, 
there w'as a confused seem? on shore of the town 
on fire, and the people flocking down from the . 
hills, [lartly endeavouring to extinguish it, and 
partly employed in carnesfly beholding the en- 
gagement. 

Captain Shelvocke long despaired of being able 
to escape from the eiiemy; he espected that every 
moment they would attempt to board, and on hearing 
loud shouting, and seeing the forecastle full of 
men, concluded that they had fully determined 
upon it. Presently ho discovered tliat the cause 
of their acclamations arose from their having sliot 
away the Speedwell’s ensign staff, and seeing the 
ensign trailing in the water, were in ho[)es she 
had struck. Captain Shelvocke, however, soon 
undeceived them, by hoisting a new ensign in the. 
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mizen shrouds. At lenglllt designing to over- 
■wh«lm the Speedwell at o^ce, the Spaniards 
clapped their helm a starboard; to bring their 
whole\broadsidc to bear. But-'their tire liad lit¬ 
tle or n6.etiect; the SpOedwel^ had time to get 
ahead before the sails could till again, and if her 
masts, w’hicir' wcre then only slenderly supported, 
would stand, tin' captain found that she would 
soon get lieydnd their reach. Tliis actually en¬ 
sued, and then he began to rejiair liis damage. 

None of the men were killed or wounded ; but 
the ship sufl’ered severely. The stern was much 
shattered, and the rigging disabled ; the main-mast 
was wounded ; it stood nevertheless, with no more 
than one good shroud to support it. A shot took 
the how of the launch as she lay on the Speed- 
^yell’s quarter, and, setting fire to some powder 
cartridges which had been negligently left in her, 
she was blown Irom her moorings and lost. Aoo- 
Ihor shot dismounted one of the guns between 
decks i but although many splinters flew ahont, 
and a number of people stood by, they all lucki¬ 
ly escaped. 

The admiral, after chasing some time, tacked, 
and stood into port, when the Speedwell siiorUned 
sail. Next morning, the Brilliant, anotln r Spanish 
ship of thirty-six guns, was in chase of the Speed¬ 
well, and gained on licr the wiiol^:; day, though 
very little wind prevailed. On the approach of 
night. Captain Shelvocke set u light adrill in a tub, 
darkening one part of the lanthorn, that it miglit 
bear tlie greater resemblance to a .shi|)’.s light, and 
inmit-diaiely altered his course. Probably this 
deluded lb(' enemy, as, when day broke, no ships 
were to be seen. 
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Captain Shelvocke/finding himself so closely 
pursued, and coiisi<lpring the state of the (oast, 
that an embargo vi’as laid on all the sliij)piug, 
thought it was heltJr to repair to the coast of Mex¬ 
ico. He intendeewto sail for llie island of Juan 
Fernandez to water tl^ere, and jhdged,')t1iat after¬ 
wards he might have some chance ol* success by 
lying in the track of a valuable Spa»}ish vessel from 
Manilla. 

On the 26th of March 1720, having well secur¬ 
ed the masts, and bent a new suit of sails. Captain 
Shelvocke stood to the southward, expecting to 
make the passage in about five weeks j and, on 
Monday the 28th, the carpenter began to build a 
boat to water with at Juan Fernandez. But tlie 


ship sprung a dangerous leak within a few days 
afterwards, which damaged the greater part of the 
powder. It was found to proceed from a shot 
which hud lodged in the bow during* the engage¬ 
ment, and had lately fallen out in the win king of 
the ship, Jind allowed a stream ol water to enter. 
Had it been foul weather her people could hardly 
have kept her above water ; and, with great dilh- 
cully, they were able to stop the leak securely. 

On May the (ith, they made the westermost of 


the islands of Juan Fernandez, distant Lweive 


leagues; and the day afterwards the cari'enlers 
coin|)leled the boat, wdiicli was large enough to 
carry three hogsheads. On thelltli the great 
island of Juan Fernandez was seen, where Capiain 
Shelvocke plied oti and on till the 21 si, but coiiid 
not get a snfhcient (juantity of water on boiud. 
This induced liim to lliink oi anclionng lor a lew 
hours in the road ; anu in order to do ^o, lie } re- 
pared twenty tons oi casks to scud on saore. He 
than worked in, and ancljond m foity fatuom 
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water, and made a warp oi^the lenf<th of three 
hawsers and a half, which wa^fastened to the pot ks 
to steady the ship; and by it me raft of casks was 
hauled on shore and on board.} Next morning he 
was ready to go to sea, but had^no opportunity of 
of doing for fosr days. 

On the SfJTih of May a hard gale of wind arose, 
blowing on the land, bringing along with it a 
tumbling swell. Though the cable was quite new, 
it parted in a few hours, and then there immediate¬ 
ly appeared the prospect of inevitable shipwreck, 
and which no means or interposition could pre¬ 
vent, The ship struck violently, and the main¬ 
mast, fore-mast, and mizen top mast, were all car¬ 
ried away at once. Slu; beat so hard that the peo¬ 
ple were obliged to hold themselves on the deck, 
from the moment of her first touching the rocks. 
Their surprise at this unexpected event is not to 
be described; and, in a very few minutes, the 
ship was full of water, and almost every thing de¬ 
stroyed. All the people, however, except one man, 
were saved. 

Captain Shelvockc hastened to preserve his com¬ 
mission, and, recollecting tlie powder to be upper¬ 
most in the bread-room, got most of it immediate¬ 
ly up, as well as seven or eight bags of breatl. 
These were secured to windward, as the ship did 
not immediately go to pieces. Some of the ma¬ 
thematical instruments and books were saved, and 
two or three compasses, but little or nothing out 
of the suri;eon’s chest. 

The masts luckily went over the off-side, which 
left room to make a raft, and by this means, and 
the assistance of those on shore, all hut the man 
already meutiotied got to land before it was quite 
dark. Now their situation was extremely uncom- 
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fortable, almost withrljt provisions, and totally de¬ 
prived of shelter on h desolate island ; they were 
obliged to repose o i the wet ground, listening to 
the howling of seals and sea-lions, which lay so 
numerous on the bfcach, that the people were oblig¬ 
ed to ch'ar their way of them as they cs^Aie along. 
They had lighted a fire, however, anfi, wrapping 
iheinselves up in wdiatever they cc^uld get, slept 
.soundly notwithstanding the badness of the night; 
but, on .•ising in the morning with the first glimpse 
of day, they looked at each other as if in a dream: 
so deeply were tliey impressed with the sudden 
change of their condition. 

The eafitain endeavoured to urge the men to 
exert themselves to get what necessaries could be 
procured from the remnants of the wreck ; but, in- 
stea^l of following his admonitions, they were em- 
pbtjed in building hills and tents, as if already <le- 
signing to settle on the island for good. Mean¬ 
time a furious storm destroyed the w^reck, and 
every thing in it, except one cask of beef, and 
anotlier of flour, which were washed ashore. Cap¬ 
tain Shelvoeke saved only eleven hundred dollars 
belonging to the owners of >be Speedwell. These 
had been kept in his own chest ; the rest being de- 
positefl at the bottom of the bread-room for secu¬ 
rity, could not possibly be attained. 

He then selected a spot for' erecting bis own 
tent, favourable, both with regard to the weather, 
and secure from being easily surprised by the ene¬ 
my ; situated about half a mile from the sea, and 
near to a fine run of water, and also with fuel in the 
vicinity. The people took up their quarters wdth- 
iii call of him, in as advantageous a manner as they 
could ; and, as the cold season was approaching, 
some of them thatched their dwellings: some co- 
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vered them with the skiii^ oV seals and sea-1 ion>. 
while others got up water-butt's and slo[>t in them 
under the shelter of a tree. ' 

Captain Shelvocke next sum^noned Ills crew to- 
^ifeiher, and told them that the oMy means of leav¬ 
ing this del^late island consisjled in building a ves¬ 
sel tit to r:arry thc'in ofl’ and asked them whelher 
tliey were willing to begin the work or not. 'I'o 
this they all answered in the affirmative, and, pro¬ 
mising to be diligent, begged his direction:^* how to 
proceed. Various useful arlielos Averc recovered 
from the wreck material for their ]>urposc, and, on 
the 8th of June, blocks were laid, on whicli the 
new vessel was to be built. She was to*he tliirly 
feet in the keel, sixteen feet in the beam, and seven 
feet deep in the hold. • 

Considerable difficulties retarded her ]>rogrcss j 
the wood was sometimes distant, and the people 
greatly fatigued in jjrocuring it: however, in two 
months she made a tolerable appearance, chiefly 
owing to the skill and assiduity of the armourer. 
He also commenced and finished a large service¬ 
able boat, of which the crew stood very much in 
need. 

But that .same mutinous spirit which from the 
beginning ))ervaded the men, now began to show 
itself in more glaring colours. After they had un¬ 
dergone the more laborious part of the work, they 
entin ly neglected it, and formed cabals among 
themselves, and with some of the officers. J hey 
drew' up regulations, whereby they constituted 
themselves into a set of adventurers, and excluded 
those altogether under who.sc patronage they had 
beeji .sent from England ; and, having done this, 
they considtTcd Captain Shelvocke no longer en¬ 
titled to the command, bow that the Speedwell w*as 
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lost. They obliged him to deliver up the eleven 
hundred dollars which had been saved, under pre¬ 
tence, that, having/ been recovered from a wreck, 
the owners had right whatever to it r and fur- 
ther designed to depr^e him of all the R'spect due 
to his sitiiati(jn. They next came in a body to d(;- 
mand the arms ; and v\hen they ha<l-gol possession 
of ihejn and the aimnunilion, inconsiderately squan¬ 
dered tld- latter, by shootirjg at any thing that took 
their fan(;v. 

But the sight of a large ship on the loth of Au¬ 
gust created great alarm. Slu*ul<l the V.uglish have 
been disecvercd by the Si»aniards, they knew that 
they would certainly he taken, without any hope 
of redcnqUicm. Tlie tires were therefore put 
out, ami the negroes contined, lest any of them 
might alleinpt t(j swim off to her ; and on this oc¬ 
casion, Captain Sln‘lvo(“k<' got most of the peojde 
under arms v\ nh little difliculty, the apparent dan¬ 
ger being an inducc inent for tliein to unite in some 
degree against it. 

Yet the very next dr.y a question arose among 
tliein, whether it vvouUl not be heltcr to build two 
shallops, aiut set what was done of the hark on tire : 
and their opinions, witich, according to regulations, 
were to be deciclc<l by a majority, were chiefly in¬ 
fluenced against it by the stale of the tools, which 
were now almost wore out. The people were di¬ 
vided among themselves; one party* desired to have 
the first lieulenanl for their captain; another still 
wished that Captain Shelvocke should retain the 
command ; and a third, to the number of twelve, 
resolved to have nothing to do with the other two. 
but remain behind on the island. These separated 
thdmselves from the rest, and came back only^ in 
the night, to steal away from the bark and the tents 
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whatever they could lay iheir hands on, insomuch 
that Captain Shclvocke decliire(J, if they were found 
within musket-shot of the tenVs, tljey should he 
treated as^nemie^. Th<'se divisions weakened the 
ability of The men for insiniordination, and they 
began, by degrees, to listen to the ca[)lain*s per¬ 
suasions. 

As he got most of them into a disposition for 
working, they began to plank the bottom of the 
baik, which proved a most diliicult enterjirise; for 
they had nothing hut the deck of the wreck, which 
was so brittle, that it split and rent into innunu r- 
able pieces. By constant labour alone, and va¬ 
rious contrivances, the bottom Avas patched up, 
and its tightnes.s tried by pouring in water. But 
this experiment w'as followed by an universal out¬ 
cry, A sieve, a sieve; and the people immediately 
desponded so much at her le.iky condition, that 
Captain Shelvocke apprehended they would have 
desisted entirely from the undertaking. 

The bark was, by incessant assiduity, at length 
brought into a tolerable condition, and the ship’s 
pumps, though much shattered, fitt^ on board. 
It was proposed also, that, before going to sea, the 
cooper should make a bucket for each man, and 
that she should be launched on tho^th of October, 
being the next spring-tide. Canvas was patched 
up for sails ; the cooper completed his casks ; and 
the masts were pretty well rigged. A quantity of 
provisions jwfis likewise prepared, consisting al¬ 
most entirely of conger-eels dried in smoke, and 
seal-oil to fry them in.. Of these two thousand 
three hundred had been caught, each weighing 
about a pound at an average; and of the seal-oil 
tb^ere was made about sixty gallons. These ar¬ 
ticles, w ilh one cask of beet, five or six of flour. 
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and four or five hogs, constituted the whole of the 
sea-stock. 

The appointed time having arrived, all was rea¬ 
dy for launching jthe vessel, as she fell from 
the blocks in lauiiclJing, what was to receive 
her abaft gave way, and she settled down and 
stuck fast. Her head being towards the sea, griev¬ 
ous apprehensions were entertained of an irre¬ 
trievable misfortune ; but on appj^ing purchases, 
it was found that she hung less heavily than was 
dreaded, and she was got clear off the same tide. 
As she wept off, Captain Shelvocke named her the 
Recovery. She had two masts, and was of about 
twenty tons burthen. 

As it was dangerous for her to lie here any time, 
as her only anchor was a large stone, and a light 
rope the cable, by which means very little wind 
would have drove her ashore ou the rocks, all the 
water was got off that day. This was accomplish- 
e<l with the more ease and expedition, because the 
casks were ready stowed in the hold. Next day 
the whole people embarked, except eleven or 
twelve of the crew, and the like number of ne¬ 
groes and Indians, who remained behind. It was 
tlien found llial one [)ump constantly working 
w ould keep the vessel tree. 

In distrihuting the provisions, one of the conger 
eels was allowed to each man in twentv-four hours, 
wliich was cooked on a fire made in a half tub, 
filled with eartli ; and the water was sucked out 
of a cask by means of a musquet barrel. The 
people on board consisted of above fifty persons, 
all uncomfortably crowded tojicther, and lying on 
the bundles of eels; and in tins manner was the 
voyage resumed. 

Captain Slielvocke proposed to stand for the 
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Buy of Conception, bein^ the nearest port, in hopea 
of capturing some vessel larger than his ovvn. 
While the sea breeze continued, the condition of 
the people was very disagree^ible, for there not 
being abo.ve sixteen inehes |[of the side free, and 
the bark tumbling prodigiously, the water conti- 
nua!l-, run oviT tiicin ; and having only a grating 
d(‘(‘k.' and no larpauling to cover it, except the 
bark’s topsail, wii'idi was but thin, tlVe pumps 
could scarce k§ep her clear. Captain Shclvocke 
was unwilling to ease her by hearing away, as the 
port of Coneef)tion was the place on which his 
hopes of success chiefly rested. 

On the lOlh of October, he came in sight of a. 
large shi)), and hy the moonlight could see that 
.she was European built. But as the case of him 
and his pciople was now (h'sperate, they stood to¬ 
wards her. Being rigged like the small vessels of 
the country, this shij) paid no regard to the bark, 
until a little after daylight, when the browmiess of 
the sails created sus[)icions; those of the Spaniards 
in that country are always very white, ovvingto their 
substance, which is cotton. Therefore she wore and 
hauled close on a wind to the westward. This done, 
the Recovery hoisted her colours, firtid a gun, and 
crowded away at a great rate. In two hours it fell 
calm, and gave the bark an opportunity of making 
considerable way with her oars. Meanlimethe arms 
were examined, and found to be in very bad con¬ 
dition; one-third of the muskets wanting flints, 
and there were but three cutlasses ; therefore, the 
people were ill provided for boarding, which gave 
the only prospect of succeeding. They had no 
more than one small cannon, which they could 
not mount, and were therefore obliged to fire it, 
as it lay along on the deck; their ammunition 
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consisted of two round shot, a few chain bolt$^ 
and bolt iieads, the clapper of the Speedwell'^ 
bell, ahd some bags of stpjfies from the beach fot 
partridge shot. 

In a,bout four hoprs, thelRecovery caiipe up with 
the ship, from ^hfeh fler people were called Eng* 
lish dogs, and defied to come on board j nnd at the 
same time saiiited with a volley of great and small 
shot, which killed tlie gunner, and almost carried 
atvay the‘ foremast. So warm a reception stagger* 
ed many of Captain Shelvocke’s men, and those 
who before seemed the most forward, now W up* 
on their oars, insomuch that he had difficulty to 
make>them' keep their way. But recovering them¬ 
selves, they rowed up, and engaged the enemy, 
until all their small shot was expended) which 
done they fell aateni to make slugs. 

in this manner they made three attempts, all 
equally unsuccessful; and they found it impossi* 
ble to board the ship, she was so loHy, especially 
from the want of pistols and cutlasses, which are 
the only weapons for close fighting. 

It was calm the whole night, during which the 
people of the Recovery were busy making slugs, 
and having provided a great quantity against 
morning, they came to the desperate resolution of 
either carrying the ship, or of submitting to her. 
At day-break Captain Shelvocke ordered twenty 
men into the yawl to lay her athwart the hawse, 
whilst he boarded in the bark. The people in the 
boat put off, giving him repeate»l assnn^ces of 
their determination j but just at the verjf juncture 
ot coming to action, a breeze sprung up,*and the 
ship gained^op them : as the gale freshened, the 
captain expect^ she would have run him down, 
which she could have easily done; however, she 

▼01. II. O r 
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bore away, probably for some port on the coast, 
Valparaiso or Coquimbo. The Recovery chased 
her all that day, and the following night; and at 
day-Hght of the succeedi|j||| morning, saw her close 
to the land, and she continued her course along 
shore until out of sight. Tl is slhp ^vas called the 
Margaiita, and had hem a nionnting 

forty guns, belongmu to St Maloes 

'fhe gunner of the Ke< <)\erv v is killed, the first 
lieutenant, the mastt i, an 1 wiu ol the ined wound¬ 
ed. The surgeon had noth o*» hut seal oil, and 
things he had found in the i«laud, to apply to the 
wounds; yet all did v\ell: though tlie master, who 
was shot ihrougli the groin, iingcred in a miser¬ 
able mai.ner nine or ten months, he then reco¬ 
vered. 

A hard gale ]jrevailed during four days, which 
put the hark in the gn atesi danger; she was ohlig* 
ed to sail away under hare ])oles^ with the yawl in 
low ; and having but slioit scojie of boat-rope for 
her, the Recovery, on every descent of the sea, was 
in imminent hazard of her stern being heat in, by 
the violence of the boat’s precipitate fall alter her t 
and once in particular, a great hollow sea almost 
threw the boat u]»on deck. The excessive terror 
inspired by this storm, which appeared the more 
dreadful from the de.scriplion of the vessel, made 
many of the people resolve to go on shore the 
very first opportunity. 

Soon afterwards, having come in sight of the 
island of^Tquei^be, the second-lieutenant, and a 
party of iben, xn^e a descent upon it, and, without 
opposition, brought oft' a considerable quantity of 
provisions, and also a large boat ^ T|tiis entirely 
changed the face of affairs, and sul^i^Uted plenty 
for kind of famine which was ptenously * en- 
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dared j and the design of going ashore was alto¬ 
gether abandoned. It was proposed to visit the 
port of Arica, from whidi ^they were del^red by 
nothing) except infonnl^D of a lar^^tup lying 
^tbere, which iiidwed them to steer f^ the road of 
Le Nasro, lylig in sixteen degrees south latiiude, 
andPisto, lying between thirteen and fourteen; 
both oi vviu^i places were noted for tiieir exporta¬ 
tion of wine and brandy. 

On the morning of arriving off the high land of 
Lc ?^s< o, the Heco\ery lell in with a large ship, 
called the St Frani ista Palacio, of seven liundred 
tons burtlifn. She earned eight guns, ten pate- 
^iPfOPS, and a gn‘at nuinher of men. An engage- 
Hnent ensued, of which the circumstances bore 
ihuch resemblance to that with the Margarita. 
The Recovery rowed up to her in a calm, and 
fought her for six or seven hours without success, 
when the sea breeze set in so .strong, and the sea 
ran so high, that, if .in attempt had been made to 
hoard, the bark woulil have been dashed to pieces. 
She was therefore obliged to abandon the encoun¬ 
ter, and wliat would iiavo, proved a valuable 
prize, for the St Francisea was so deeply laden, 
that, as she rolled, the water ran through the scup- 
per.s over her upper deck. Yet, having a very 
deep waste, she appeared lofty, especially abaft, 
where she bore more resemblance to an ill-con¬ 
trived wooden castle, than to a modern built £uro- 
pi^an vessel. 

Unfortunately, this second failure ii\^i<japturing 
such a ship, produced discontent and mdfmurings 
among the unsteady crew of the Recovery j and 
although C anto in Sheivocke took precautions to 
prevent dea^^Rlnt two of the men carried off the 
be|f boat, J^d he understood that a party was 
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forming to carry off the other; hut their object was 
defeated by the wind blowing fresh. Several days 
afterwu^s the were recovered} they 

bad^bar^^hte ordranl^r three days, and had 
ji;t8toefbre been cashorew kjll some seals, for the 
(lake of the blood: thus they werh jhlmost' famish¬ 
ed. * , 

In the Road of Pisco a large ship was seen, and 
an immediate resolution adopted of making a des¬ 
perate attempt to board her. Every man was or¬ 
dered to prepare himself to carry her at one blow, 
as now was an opportunity of providing themselves 
ivith a vessel, which would prove their,security if 
they should be successful. v 

Captain Shelvocke, therefore, bore down in the 
Recovery, and laid her athwart the hawse; but, 
to his great satisfaction, he met with no resistance, 
the captain and his officers receiving him in a sub¬ 
missive manner, with their hats off, and asking 
quarter. The prize proved to be a good vessel, 
called the Jesus Maria, of about two hundred tons 
burden, ladest with pitch, tar, copper, and plank, 
but nothing dse, as yrhatever might have b^eu va¬ 
luable, was carried away in the boat. 

The captain offered sixteen thousand dollars to 
ransom his ship; but Captai||^§helvocke was pre¬ 
cluded fimm acceding to hi8''|^pQsal, because the 
masts of the Recovery had been disabled in board¬ 
ing, and he also wished to retain the vessel for the 
copvenience of jy ter room and cleanliness^ whi^h 
he had never ol^j^ed from the time of leanng the 
island of Juah'^rnandez. Thus great dispatch 
was used in removing every thing wm the bark 
on board of this vessel, the Jesus and, after 

Capt^n Shelvocke gave his bark ^^ ^m e Spanish 
ciiptein),he weighed anchor and ^toofiput to 
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Th«f purpose of the SpeedwelUs voyage, hep 
wreck W the island of Fernandez, and the 
means which her peof^M^ted to leave the 
island, and gain anosb^l^el eapat^h of mak* 
^ beftig Vhiij* 'briefly nari'ated, it is 

tinneceslary t^ follow them farther. Bat, in con¬ 
clusion, it njiay be observed, that the objects of 
the original/enterprise continued to be prosecuted 
through parlous parts of the Spanish dominions in 
• Soilth and sometimes With succe!»s. Pay- 

. tawasvrened a Second time,^ although several ves- 
;sels were out in pursuit of the English, and a small 
,, Quant ity of plunder obtained. In the road of Son- 
Njornfe? on the coast of Mexico, Captain Shelvocke 
r^gaged a Spanish ship, of six guns and seventy 
men, and took her, after a smart action. She was 
called the Sacra F^ilia, of three hundred tons 
burthen; and, having the character of a good 
sailer, and being better fltted out than his own, he 
shifted his people on board of her. 

Proposals were made by a merchant to purbhaso 
the Jesus Maria; and the governor of the place 
affirmed there was a treaty on foot between Spain 
and England, and signifiM, if Obtain Shelvocke 
refused to deliver up the ^ra Familia, that he 
would treat him and his people as pirates. The 
iirst-Iieutenant and mme of the men being on shore, 
the governor detained them; and Captain Shel¬ 
vocke, being in want of water, was, m the mean 
tim^ obliged to put to sea. ^ ^ ^ 

Mady islands and other plac^ weref ^lligehtly 
search^ for water, but none could be^ obtsineu. 
There were forty*three persons on board, and not 
above forty in the ship, when the allow- 

nncf was to half a pint for each man, with 

pyqspeci df getting none before reaching the 
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island of Uuibo, at that time, thfi'lSth of April 
)7^i/i^''aboitt two buudf^ leagues distant; and on 
this $4ipwat||qo the n^ffl^biitinued thirteen dayu. 
Meamwldlo an ttrtjverjPpfejrer prevailed in the 
ship, a&ld gi*eat Imiguor; out, oh the ^,>11/of the 
same month, water was unexpectedly foudd in the 
island of Cano \ 

A ^ esisel, called the Holy SacrameiV, was taken 
on the 15th of Mayf and some of Capt.Mn Shel- 
vofke’s peopU> pnt nn^oard, along 
nish prisoners. However, some time afterwards, 
the prisoners rose upon tlie men and murdered ' 
them, lliis, and other disasters, reduced the^tgial 
number of tliose that had sailed from England to 
twenty-six. 

Captain Sbelvocke, in a short time afterwards, 
sailed for the coast of California, wheiq he arrived 
in August, in Porto Seguro, and almost immediate¬ 
ly departed for China. In the cohhse of the voy¬ 
age, very great sickness and mortality prevailed 
in the vessel, insomuch, that two men weie once 
committed to the sea in one day;—^the armourer, 
who had been so useful when the Speedwell was 
Wrecked on Juan Fernandez, and the cai*pen- 
ler^s mate. The carpenter, gpnner, several others, 
and some of the best negroe^; ^Iso died; and, to 
add to the calamity of the survivals, the ship be¬ 
gan to be,very leaky,and oheof the pumps having 
split, bcQ^e useless. 

At iei^h, or seven of the whole pople 

were fit 0r dut^ubd, though extiemely desirable, 
they durst not land at any islands on the u^y to 
seek relief. On the 11th of November they arriv¬ 
ed in the road of Macao, when in 

sUOlka condition, that she could^pjheie loqger 
ktaua In the course of fou| days they 
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worked her up t6 Canton, where the captains of 
the IiMitamen expresse^l^r fystonishment at the 
raggedness of the 8ail4S§^.j^ and 

the sickness of the f ^ ^ 

. - -Towards the lattenetl^ of December, Captain 
Shelvo<Xe, h^ing recommended to his remaining 
people to cr^ark in the homeward bound £ast- 
Indiamen England, himself obtained a passage 
in the Cg'dogan j and, on the 1st of August 17®2, 
^^h ^ jai^^ d^ Dover, after being absetit three years 
and sevdiTmonths, on an unnuccessful voyage. 

I T Tlie islands, called J uan Fernandcj! by a Spa- 
VdjJuK^who discovered them in l.5h3, are two in 
r^umber; the larger of which, where the Speed¬ 
well was wrecked, lies in 33® 4.0^, south latitude, 
and 80® 30^, We^t longitude. The other was dis¬ 
tinguished % die Spaniards as mas afueta, or the 
outer island, now corrupted into a proper name, 
Masafuero, wtiile the larger inland only is called 
.Juan Fernandes. 

This island was long a place of resprt by the 
adventurers and freebooter* infesting the South 
Seas, in the end of (he 17th, and beginning of the 
following century^ on account of the numerous 
conveniences and W/eshments it afforded. Some 
of the principal navigators also of those seas, such 
as Anson, Ulloa, and others, afterwards resorted thi¬ 
ther for provisions, or to re-establish the health ol 
theif crews. In the pourse ot frethjynt vj^ts Jo ^^par 
Fernandez, individuals have beep aba|Ph>ned» anc 
lived^years in solitude on the island, as ilxemplihec 
in the history of an Indian belonging to the Mos- 
clieto and Alexander Selkirk, a native o: 

Scptland, ^^mich, and some other incidents re- 
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cofded in these volumes, tbe well-known story of 
Robinson Crusoe is said to have been founded. 

As, the island wa^ a of such resort by the 
frecwtefid'that they WWf^aabled, by means of 
enf^j^Ues of wood,# water,‘andf In particular/ goats., 
flesh, to carry on their depredatio^ agiutist the 
Spanish settlements in South America, the gover¬ 
nor of Chill sent a number of dogs t(), the island, 
for the purpose of extirpating tbe goats. ^Accord; 
ingly, great ravages were committed ainon^them, 
but enough still lemalned to preserve 
Towards the year 1766 or 1767, the Spaniards / 
established a settlement on Juan Fernandez ; but \ 
little of its origin or progress was known 'udflu' 
the year 1792, when Lieutenant John Moss of the 
royal navy, then commanding; a South Sea whalei^, 
landed there. Not being aware that it was inha¬ 
bited, he was surprised to find a fortification erect¬ 
ed, and a village, containing about forty houses, 
built in a valley. A battery of five guns command¬ 
ed the road, and another of two faces, witli fourteen 
emltrasures m each, ^waS constructing at a little 
distance, one face pointing to the anchorage, and 
tbe other flanking the village. 

TIk' governor of Juan Fernandez readily grant¬ 
ed CaptiuD Moss permission to cut wood, and, as 
much as possible, supplied" ml hi^ wants. His 
ow n people were employed to assist, and his oxen 
di. 7 ged li to the water side^ in return for a small 

f >it <ent flt^m Moss, he gave him some 

ive-otock, and ^undance of vegetables. Eveiy 
house had a garden, and delightful arbours of vines; 
various fruits were seen, and plenty of potatoes, 
cabbajges, onions, and other tilings, pauaft useful to 
•eufaring people. Whenever CaptalnMoss ei^ter- 
ed a house, the women presented him with what is 



toss or THs sprrDvrstL, 


105 


colled matkt an infusion of the herb pamguay, 
which is sucked up throui^h a tube, or pipe, hand^ 
ed from one person to , The women were 

ip general handsotne^shl tlieboUses swpnned with 
. clwtflTbn : in one#vis|ted' by Captain Moss, was a 
young womap of twenty, who already had six 
children) and was again pregnant: their dress 
was sin^lar, consisting of a petticoat, which 
each^d^omy a little below the knee, and spread 

jfcie at the bottom by means of a hoop, 
ve the legs entirely exposed. They 
wore long hair^ plaited into forty or fifty braids, 
which hupg straight down the back. 
ifOkita distance from Juan Feniaudez, the whole 
Lisland appears like an entire rock \ but, on nearer 
approach, beautiful intersecting vallies are seen, 
covered with wood and verdure. 
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' / 

WHO, AFTER ESCAP1^G FROM PIUATESi LIVED 
SIXTEEN MONTHS IN SOLITUDE ON 4 DESOLATE 
ISLAND, 1723 . ' 


Upon Friday the I5th of Juno 1722, after bein^ 
out some time in a schooner with four men and a 
boy, off Cape Sable, I stood in for Port Kossaway, 
designing to lie there all Sunday. Having arrived 
about four in the afternoon, we suiPi among other 
vessels which had reached the before ns, a 
brigantine supposed to be inward bound from the 
West Indies. After remaining three or four hours 
at anchor, a boat from.the brigantine came along¬ 
side, with four hands, who leapt on deck, and sud- 
i^nly drawing out pistols, and brandishing cutlas¬ 
ses, demanded the surrender bflth of ourselves and 
our vessdL v All remonstrance was vain 5 nor indeed, 
had we known who they were before boarding us, 
could we have made any effectual resistance, being 
only five men iutda^boy, and were thus und^r the 
necessity of submitting at discretion. We were 
not single in misfortune, as thirteen or foU^cen 
fishing-vessels were in like manner surprised the 
same evening. 

Whan carried on board the brigawP^I fou/id 
myself in the hands of Med Low, an t^il^mous pi- 
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rate, whose vessel had two great gims, four swivels, 
and about forty-two men* I was strongly urged 
to sign the articles of agTJfllppeiJt among the pirates, 
and to join their nurab^iiVMch 1 stonily refused, 
BtrtT^t^rcd much bid usage in /jonsequenb^r At 
length ^ing conducted, along with five of the pri¬ 
soners, TO the q'uarter-deck, Low came up to us 
with pisKds in his hand, and loudly demanded, 

I' Are^apy\f you married men ?” This unexpected 
qtiest ^n..j llded to the sight ot the pistols, struck 
usal' gpb^hless; we were alarmed lest there was 
some secret meaning in his words, and that hq 
would proceed to extremities, therefore none could 
fcply>* In a violent passion he cocked a pistol, 
and clapping it to ray head, cried out, Yon dog, 
why donH you answer ?” swearing velieroently at 
the same time that he would shoot me through the 
head. I was sufficiently terrified by his threats 
and fierceness^ but rather than lose my life in so 
trifling a matter, I ventured to pronounce, as loud 
as I durst speak, that I was not married. Here¬ 
upon he seemed to be somewhat pacified, and turn- 
cd away. , , 

It appeared that Low was resolved to take no 
married men whatever, which often seemed sur¬ 
prising to me, unUl 1 had been a considerable time 
with him. Bui His own wife had died lately be¬ 
fore he became a pirate j and he had a young child 
at Boston, for whom he entertained such tender¬ 
ness, on every lucid interval from driukipg and re¬ 
velling, that, on mentioning it, I have seen him sit 
down und weep plentifully. Thus 1 concluded, 
that his reason for taking only single men, was. 
probably, they might have no ties, !>uch as 
wjves and icmildren, to divert them from his i?er dee, 
and rqndai^ them desirous of returning home. ' 
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The pirates hiiding force of no avail in compel* 
ling n» to join them, began to use persuasion in¬ 
stead of H. They tried to Batter me into compli* 
ailcei.by setting before tne.the share I should 
In^te in their spoils, and the rjches which ^ BiottH 
become master of; and all the time eagerly impor* 
tuned me to drink along with them. I still 

continued to resist their proposals, wl^ereiipon 
I^w, with equal fury as before, threatened mshoot^ 
me through the head; and though 1 eaim^t W en-^ 
treated my release, he ^and his people n^te my" 
name, and that of my companions, in their books. 

On the 19th of June, the pirates c]iajiged th^ 
privateer, as they called tlieir vessel, and wenrinto 
anew schooner'*belonging to Marblehead, which 
they had captured. They then put all the prison¬ 
ers, whom they designed sending home, on board 
of the brigantine, and sent her to Boston, which 
induced me to make another unsuccessful attempt 
for liberty; but though I fell on my knees to Low, 
he refuse to let me go: thus I saw the brigantine 
depart, with the whole captives, excepting myself 
and seven more. ^ 

Very short time before she departed, I had near¬ 
ly efFeclcd my escape; for a dog belonging to Low 
Tiieing accidentally left on shore, he ordered some 
bands into a boat to bring it on.’ Thereupon two 
young men, captives, both belonging to Marble¬ 
head, readily leapt into the boat, and I consider¬ 
ing, tlv..t if I ^uld once get on shore, m^ians 
might be found ofeATecting iny escape, endeavour¬ 
ed to go along with them. But the quarter-master, 
palled Russel, catching hold of my shoulder, dSfew 
‘ me back. As the young men did ^return* he 
I thought I was privy to their plot, Imd^.with t^e 
most i^nti^ous oaths, snapped his pilt^* on 
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denying all knowledge of it. The pistol missing 
fire, however, only se^ed to enrage him the more: 
he snapped it three tipieil agkin, aod as often it 
missed fire; on which held it overboard, and 
^ent off. on this drew his cutlass, and 
was about to attack me in the utmost fury, when 
1 leapt ^own into the hold and saved myself. 

Off Si^ichaers the pirates took.a large Portu- 
jgueze pi^, laden with wheat, coming out of the 
^oad abd jbeing a good sailer, and cariying 14 
■-guus, transferred their company into her. It af- 
terwatfts became necessary* to careen her, whence 
they made three islands, called the Triangles, lying 
^ aboujl;,^40'leagues to the eastward of Surinam. 

In heaving down the pink. Low had ordered so 
many men to the shrouds and yards, that the ports, 
by her heeling, got under water, and the sea rush¬ 
ing in, she overset: he and the doctor were then in 
the cabin, and as soon as he observed the water 
gushing in, hC leaped out of one of the stern ports, 
while the doctor attempted to follow him. But 
file violence of the sea repulse<i tiie latter, and he 
was forced back into the cabin. Low, however^* 
contrived to thrust his arm hito the port, and drag¬ 
ging him out, saved his life. Meanwhile, the ves¬ 
sel completely overset. Her keel turned out of 
the water; but as the hull filled, she sunk, in the 
depth of about six fathoms. 

The yard-arms striking the ground, forced the 
masts somewhat above the water; as the ship over¬ 
set, the people got from the shrouds and yards, 
upon the hull, and as the hull went down, they 
agaih resorted to the rigging, rising a little out of 
the sea. 

Being at){|^ifferent swimmer, I was reduced to 
great extremity; for, along with other light lads. 



ADVENttJRES 09 



I had been sent up to the main-top-gall ant yard; 
and the» people of a boat, who were now occupied 
in preserving the men, refusing to take me in, 
X waa compelled tU attempt reaching the buoy. 
This t Inckily acromplished,j|and as it wa^ liu'ge, 
seicurCd myself there until tne bopt approached. 
1 once more requeste<l the peo])le'to tak/ me in, 
but they still refused, as the boat was fuU( i was 
uncertain whether they designed leading me 1« 
perish in this situation; however, theUioat ybeing 
deeply laden, made way very slowly, and^one of 
my own comrades, captured at the same time with 
myself, calling to me to forsake the Imoy^and swim 
towards her, J assented, and reaching the bi^t, he. 
drew me on board Two men, John Bell, and 
Zana Gourdon, were lost in the pink. 

Though the schooner in company was very near 
at hand, her people were employed mending their 
sails under an awning, and knew nothing of the 
accident until the boat, full of men, got alongside. 

The pirates having thus lost their principal ves¬ 
sel, and the greatest part of their provisions and 
water, were reduced to great extremities for want 
of the latter. They wf;re unable to get a supply 
at the Triangles, nor, on account of calms and cur¬ 
rents, could they make the island of Tobago. 
Thus they were forced to stand ibr Grenada, which 
they reached, after being on short allowance for 


sixteen days together. 

Grenada was a Trench settleo^ent, and LqwJ on 
arriving, after sent all his men, except a suf¬ 

ficient number to Ibanoeuvre the vessel, belpw, said 
lie was from Barbadoes; that he had lost the "ftfater 
on board, and was obliged to put in heife for a sup- 
pl^ f 

Thy people entertained no suspicion W his beihg 


I 
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a pirate, bat aaerwards supposing him a smuggler, 
though it a good opportunity to malce a prize or . 
his vessel.. Next day, they equipped a': ‘ 

l^ge sloop of 70 tons,;i«»:guns;|^^out: 

30 twnds, as sufficient j^thf caj)turei^< an#feame 
•aidngsidi, wlrile,ufc.ow was quite unsuspicious of 
their design. Wt this being evidently betrayed by 
their ,nunl|)er ana actions, he quickly .called ^ 
on deck, aqd, having 8 guns mounted, the French 

Sloop beipanite an easy prey. , '1 

•Provided* with these twq„ vessels, the pirates, 
cruised^about in the West Iddies, taking seven or 
eight prizes, and at length arrived at the island of 
Santa Crui, Where they captured two more. W^le 
lying ftiere, Low thought he stqod in new of a 
medicine chest, and, in order to procure one, Sent 
four Frenchmen, in a ship ,.he had taken, ^to St 
Thomas’si about twelve leagues distant^ with mo.^ 
ney to purchase it; promising them liberty, and 

the return of a!l!their vessy^^^^ But 

he declared at the same time, if it prhved other¬ 
wise, he would kill the rest of the men, and burn 
the vessels. In little more than t wenty-tbur hours, 
the Frenchmen returned wkh the object of their • 
mission, and Low punctually performed his pro¬ 
mise by restoring the vessels. ■: 

Haying sailed for^^’e Spwish Americi^n settle^ 

ments, the pirates descried two large ships, about. 
half way between Carthagena and PortobeHo, 
which proved to heJthe Mermaid, an Enghsh man- 

of-war, and a Guiffliman, 'FfeTOpWachi^ = 

chase until discovering the man-Ot-war s,„ great 
rang&t Heth, when they iUimedi^Mpt ^t, 
and made the best of their way pff.' The^^fnan-of 
war then cbi^nced the pursuit, and ga^# up¬ 
on them I confess that my te^ were 
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now efual any that I had previously suffered ; 
for I ophcludert that we should certainly be taken, 

pahS«*|»k^'j so words of Solomon, 

^e'' ^ 

ed, separated, and Farrinrton Sipiiiggs, who < 
manded the schooner in which I was, stpbd in for 
the shore. The Mermaid observing/the siloop 
with tlow himself to be the larger of th^ twm 
crowded all sail, and continued gainin»still more^ 


iadeed until her slfSt flew over ; but one of 
tfce slod]ji''s crew shewed Low a shoal, which he 
could piaiis, and in the pursuit the man-of-war 
groui^ed. Thus the pirates escaped hanging on 
this Opcasion. 

Spriggs and one of bis chosen companions dread¬ 
ing the consequence of being captured and brought 
to justice, laid their pistols beside them in the 
interval, mid pledging a mutual o^h in a bumper 
^ liquor, $wpre^ if they saw no possibility of es¬ 
cape, to set foot to ;fpot, and blow out each other's 
!brains, But standing towards tho shore, they made 
Pickeroon Bay, and ecaped the danger. 

Next we repaired to a small island called Util- 
la, jaibout jpeyep or eight leagues to leeward of the 
island of >Rbakn, in the Bayiipf Honduras, where 
the bottom of the scliponer was cleaned. There 
were now twenty-two persons on board, and eight 
of us engagi^ in a plot to overpower our masters, 
and make, ^bpri^s proposed saihftg 

for New Ein^l^pilin quest of provisions, and to 
increase his company; and we intended up; ap¬ 
proaching the epast, when the rest had indulged 
freely in liquor, aiid fallen sound to sfeCnre 
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tiiem under the hatches, and then deliver ourselves 
up to government. 

Although our plot was carriqi on with all pos¬ 
sible privacy, Spriggs had sohaohow or other got 
intelligence of it j and having faljen in with Low 
'on tlie voyage, wnnit on board his ship to make a 
furious declaration against us. But Low made 
little account of his information, otherwise it 
in,ight have been fatal to most of our number. 
Spriggs, lf)wever, returned raging to the schooner, ' 
'exclaiming, that four of^s should go forward to be 
shot, and to me in particular he said, “ \ou dog 
Ashtou, you deserve to be hanged up at the yard¬ 
arm for designing to cut us oftV^ 1 replied, “ that 
1 had no intention el injuring any man on board;' 
but 1 should be glad if they would allow me to 
go away quietly.” At length this dame was 
quenched, and, through the goodness of God, I 
escaped destruction. 

Koatan harbour, as all about the Bay of Hon¬ 
duras, is full of small islands, which pass under'*'^ 
the general name of Ket/s; and having got in 
, here, Low, with some of his chief men, landed on 
a small island, which they called Port Royal Key* 
'I'here they erected huts, and continued carous¬ 
ing, drinking, and firing, while the different ves¬ 
sels, of which they now had possession, were re- 
])airiug. 

On Saturday the 9th of March 17^3, the coop¬ 
er, with six hands, in the long-boat, was going 
ashore for w'ater; and coming alongside of the 
schooner, I requested to be of the party. Seeing 
him hesitate, 1 urged that I had never hitherto 
been ashore, and tfiought it hard to be so closely 
confined, when every one besides had the liberty 
of liinding as there was occasion. Low had be- 

YOL. II. II 
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fore told me, on rctiuostiiiiJ’ to be sent avvuy in 
some of the captured vessels which he dismissed, 
that I should go home when he did, and swore 
that I should never previously sol m\ toot on 
land, But now, I considered, i/ I con Ids possibly 
once get on terra firma, thouglr in ever such bad 
circumstances, I should account it a hap])v deli¬ 
verance, and resohed never to enlhark a<>diii. 

The cooper at length took me into the long 
I)oat, uliilc Low, and his chief people, were on a 
dideront island from Ho-aian, where the watering 
place lay ; my oidy chuhing was an Osnaburgh 
frock and trowsers, a nulled eap, but neither shirt, 
shoes, stockings, nor any thing else*. 

When we first lauded, I was ver^ active in as¬ 
sisting to get the casks out of the boat, and in 
rolling them to the watering-place. I’licn taking a 
Ijearty draught of water, I strolled along tke 
beach, }»icking up stones and shells ; but on reach¬ 
ing the distance of musket-shot from the party, 
r bi'gan to withdraw towards the skirts of the 
woods, lij answ'er to a (pjestion by the eoopt r 
of whither I was going ^ I replied, “ for cocoa-nuts, 
as some cocoa-tn'cs’were just before nic'aiul as 
soon as 1 was out of sight of my companions, 1 
took to my hetds, rimumg as last as the thickness 
of the bushes and my naked feet would admit. 
Notwithstanding 1 had got a considi'rable way 
into the woods, 1 w’as still so near as to hear the 
voices of the party if they spoke lond, and I lay 

elos in a, thicket wliere 1 knew they could not 
find me. 

Alter my comrades had filled their Casks, atid 
were aliovii to depart, the cooper called on me to 
accompany them j however, I lay snug in the thick- 

aud gave him no answer, though his v/ortb 
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were plain enough. At length, after hallooing 
loudly, I could hear them say to one another, 

“ The dog is lost in the woods, and cannot find 
the way out again then they lialloocd once more, 
and cried “ he has run away and wont come to 
usand the coo^jcr observed, that, had he known 
my intention, he would not have brought me ashore. 
Satisfied of their inability to find me among the 
Jrees and bushes, tlie cooper at last, to shew his 
kindues«, exclaimed, “ If you do not come awjiy 
presently, 1 shall go ofi' and leave you alone.’* 
Nothing, however, could induce me to discover 
myself •, and my comrades seeing it vain to wait 
any longer, put off without me. 

Thus 1 was left on ii de.solate Island, destitute of 
all help, and remote from the track of navigators j 
but compared with the state and society I had 
quitted, I considered the wilderness hospitable, 
and the solitude interesting. 

When I thought the whole were gone, I emerg' 
cd from my thicket, and came down to a small run 
of water, about a mile from the [>lace where our 
casks were rilled, ami tliere sat down to observe 
the proceediiig.s of the piriftes. To my great joy, 
in five davs their vessels sailed, and 1 saw the 
schooner part from them to shape a different 
course. 

I then began to reflect on myself and my pre¬ 
sent condition ; I was on an island which 1 had no 
means of leaving; I knew of no human being 
within many miles; my clothing was scanty, and 
it was impossible to procure a supply. 1 was al¬ 
together destitute of provision, nor could tell how 
my life was to be supported- This melancholy 
prospect drew a copious flood of tears from my 
eyes; but as it had pleased God to grant my wishes 
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in being liberated from those whose occupation 
was devising mischief against their neighbours, I 
resolved to account every hardship light. Yet 
I-ow would never suffer his men to work on the 
Sabbath, which w'as more devoted to play ■, and I 
have even seen some of them sit down to reatl in a 
good book. 

In order to ascertain how I was to Hvt i)i 
time to come, I began to range over the island.^ 
tvhich proved ten or eleven leagues long, cand Jay 
in about 30' north laliludo. But I soon found 


that my only companions would be the beasts of 
llie earth, and fowls of the air; for lliere were no 
indications of any habitations ontlie island, tinuigh 
every now and then I found some shreds of "earth¬ 


en ware scattered in a lime walk, said by some 
to be the remains of Indians formerly dwelling 
here. 


The island was well watered, full of high hill.s 
and deep vallies. Numerous fruit trees, such as 
figs, vines, and cocoa-nuts are found in the Litter; 
and I found a kind larger than an orange, oval¬ 
shaped, of a brownish colour without, and red with¬ 
in. Though many of these had fallen under tlie 
trees, I could not venture to take them, until I 


saw the wild hogs feeding with safety, ami tln n 
f found them very delicious fruit. 

Store of ])rovisions abounded here, though I 
eould avail myself of nothing but the fruit: for I 
had n<‘, knife or iron implement, either to cat np a 
tortoise on \uriimg it. or weapons wherewith to 
kill animals; nor had I any means of making a 

fire to cook niv capture, even if I were succe.ss- 
Ail. 


Sometimes I entertained thoughts of digging 
pits, and covering them over with small branches 
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ol trees, for the purpose of taking hogs or deer; 
!)ut I wanted a shovel and every substitute for the 
purpose, and I was soon convinced that my hands 
were insidlicient to make a cavity deep enough to 
. retain what should fall into it. Thus I was forced 
to rest satisfied with fruit, which was to be esteem¬ 
ed very good provision for any one in my con¬ 
dition. 

In process of time, while poking among the 
, sand witli a stick, in quest of tortoise eggs, which 
I had heard were laid in the sand, part of one 
came up adhering to it; and, on removing the 
sand, 1 foyund nearly an hundred and fifty, which 
had not lain long enough to spoil. Therefore, 
taking some, I ate them, and .strung others on a 
strip of palmelo, which being hung up in the sun, 
became thick and somewhat hard; -so that they 
were more palatable. Alter all, they were not 
very savoury food, though one, who had nothing 
but what fell from the trees, behoved to be con'^ 
tent. Tortoises lay their eggs in the sand, in holes 
about a foot or a foot and a half deep, and smooth 
the surface over them, so tha| tluM’e is no discover¬ 
ing where they lie. According to the best of my 
observation, th(‘ young are hatched in eighteen or 
twenty days, and thou immediately take to the 
water. 

Many serpents are on this and the adjacent 
islands ; one, about twelve or fourteen ieel long, is 
as large as a man’s waist, but not^oisonous. 
Wlu'ii iyiftg at length, they look like oia trunks of 
trees, covered with short moss, though they more 
usually assume a circular position. The first lime 
I saw one of these serpents, 1 had approached 
veryr near before discovering it to be a living crea¬ 
ture ; it opened its mouth wide enough to have re- 
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ceived a hat, and breathed on me. A small black 
fly creates such annoyance, that even if a person 
possessed ever so many comforts, liis life would 
be oppressive to him, unless for the possibility of 
retiring to some small quay, desfitule of wood and 
bushes, where multitudes are dispersed by the 
wind. 

To this place then was I continod during nine 
months, without .seeing a human being. One dity 
after another was lingered out, I know not bow,, 
void of occupation or amusement, except col!i:(M- 
ing food, rarnlding Irom hill to hill, and from island 
to i.sland, and gazing on sky and water, Although 
my mind was occupied by many regrets, I liad 
the reflection that I was lawfully employed when 
taken, so that 1 had no hand in bringing misery 
on mvself; I was also comforted to think that I 
had t!ie approbation and consent of my parents in 
going to sea, and I trusted that it would }>lease 
God, in bis ow'ii time and manner, to provide for 
my return lo my father’s house. Therefore, I 
re-solved to submit patiently to my misfortune. 

It was my daily practice to ramble from one 
jjart of the Island to another, though I had a more 
.special home near the water-side. Here 1 built a 
hu{ to defend me against tlie heat of the .sun by 
day, and the heavy dews by night. Taking some 
of the best branches w’^hich 1 could And fallen from 
the trees, I contrived lo fix tltem against a low 
hanging |pugh) by fastening tlicni together wnth 
split palmeto leaves; next I covered*1116*^ whole 
with some of the largest and most suitable leave.s 
that I could get. Many of those huts were con¬ 
structed by me, generally near the beach, with 
the open part fronting the sea, to have the better 
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look out, and the advantage of the sea-breeze, 
which bolh the heat and the vermin required. 

Bui the insect.s were so trouble.sorae, that I 
thought of endeavouring to get over to some of the 
adjacent keys, in jjopes of enjoying rest. How¬ 
ever, I was, as already said, a very indifferent 
swimmer j I had no canoe, nor any means of mak¬ 
ing one. At length, having got a piece of l>am- 
lloo, vvhkli is hollow like a reed, and light as cork, 

I venture<l, after frequent trials with it under my 
breast and arms, to i)ul off for a small key about 
a gun-shot distant, whicli I reached in safety. 

My noyv jdace of refuge wa.s only about three 
or four hundred feet in circuit, lying very low, and 
clear of woods and brush; from exposure to the 
wind, it was quite free of vermin, and I seemed to 
have got into a new world, where I lived infinitely 
more at ease. Hither I retired, thertd'orc, when 
the heal of the day rendered the insect tribe most 
obnoxious ; yet I ivas obliged to be much on Roa- 
tan, to ywoeure food and water, and at night on 
aecount of iriy hut. 

Wluai .swimming hack and forward between the 
two islands, I used to hind my frock and trowsers 
about niy lu'ad, and, if I could have carried over 
wood and leaves, wluacof to make a but, with 
ctpial facility, 1 should have passed more of my 
timt'on the .smaller one. 

Vet these exciirsions were not unattended with 
danger. Once, I remember, when passing from 
tlic larger island, the hanihoo, belore I was aware, 
slipped from undtu’ me ; and the tide, or current, 
set down *^0 strong, that it was with great difficul¬ 
ty 1 could reach the shore. At another time, when 
swimming over to tlu' small island, a shovel-nosed 
-h*! !:, which, as well as alligators, abound in those 
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seas, struck me in the thigh, just as my foot could 
reach the bottom, and. grounded itself, from the 
shallowness ol the water, as I suppose, so that its 
mouth could not get round towards me. The 
blow I felt some hours after making the shore. 
By repeated practice, I at length became a pretty 
dexterous swimmer, and amused myself by passing 
from one island to another, among the keys. 

I suffered very much from being barefoot; so 
many deep wounds were made in my feet from 
traversing the woods, where the ground was cover¬ 
ed with sticks and stones, and on the hot beach, 
over sharp broken shells, that I was scarce able to 
walk at all Often, w hen treading with all pos¬ 
sible caution, a stone or shell on the beach, or a 
pointed stick in the woods, would penetrate the 
old wound, and the extreme anguish w^ould strike 
me down as suddenly as if 1 had been shot. Then 
I would remain, for hours togolher, with leurs 
gushing from my eyes, from the acuteness of the 
pain. I could travel no more than absolute neces¬ 
sity compelled me, in quest of subsistence: and I 
have sat, my back Iqgning against a tree, looking 
out for a vessel during a complete day. 

Once, while faint from such injuries, as well as 
smarting under the pain of them, a wild boar rush¬ 
ed towards me. I knew not w’hpt to do, for 1 had 
not strength to resist his attack; ihereibre, as he 
drew nearer, I caught the bough of a tree, and 
half suspended myself by means of it. I'he boar 
tore away parti of ray ragged trowsers with his 
tusks, and then left me. This, I think, was the 
only time that I was attacked by any wild beast, 
and I considered myself to have had a very gre^t 
deliverance. 
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As my weakness continued to increase, I often 
fell to the ground insensible, and then, as also when 
I laid myself to sleep, I thought I should never 
awake again, or rise in life. Under this affliction 
. I first lost count oi' the days of tlic week : I could 
not distinguish Sunday, and, as my illness became 
more aggravated, 1 became ignorant of the month 
also. 

All thjs time I had no healing balsam for my 
feet, nor any cordial to revive ray drooping spirits. 
My utmost efforts could only now and tlien pro¬ 
cure some figs and grapes. Neither had I fire; 
for, though i bad heard of a way to procure it by 
rubbing two slicks together, my attempts in this 
respect, continued until I w'as tired, proved abor¬ 
tive. The rains having come on, attended with 
chill winds, I suffered exceedingly. 

While passing nine months in this lonely, me¬ 
lancholy, and irksome condition, my thoughts 
would sometimes wander to my parents; and f 
reflected, that, notwithstanding it would be conso¬ 
latory to myself if they knew where I was, it might 
be distressing to them. Th^ nearer in\'»pros[)oct 
of death, winch I often expected, the greater my 
penitence became. 

Sometime in November 1723, 1 descried a small 
canoe approaching with a single man; hut the 
sight excited little emotion. I kept my seat on. 
the beach, thinking I cmild not exjicet a friend, 
and knowing that 1 had no enemy to fear, nor was 
1 ('apable of resisting one. As the man approach¬ 
ed, he betrayed many signs of surprise ; he called 
me to him, and I told him he might safely ventm*e 
ashore, for I w^as alone, and almost expiring. 
Coming close up, he knew not what to make of 
me; my garb and coimtcnauce seemed so singu- 
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lar, that he looked wild with astonishment. He 
started back a little, and surveyed me mo:e tho¬ 
roughly ; but, recovering himself again came for¬ 
ward, and, taking me by the hand, exp-ess* d his 
satisfaction at seeing me. 

This stranger proved to be a native of Nortli 
Britain; he was well advanced in yv'^ars, of a grave 
and venerable aspect, and of a reserved temper. 
His name I never knew, he did not di-jclpse it, and 
I had not inquired during the period of our ac¬ 
quaintance. But he informed me he had lived 
twenty-two years with the Spaniards, who now 
threatened to burn him, though I know not for what 
crime; therefore he had fled hither as a sanctua¬ 
ry, bringing his dog, gun, and amni unit ion, as al¬ 
so a small quantity of pork, along with him. He 
designed spending the remainder of his days on 
the island, where he could support himself by 
hunting. 

I experienced much kindness from the stranger^ 
he was always ready to perform any civil oflices, 
and assist me in whatever he could, though he 
spoke little : and heegave me a share of his pork. 

On the third day after his arrival, he said he 
would make an excursion in his canoe among the 
neighbouring islands, for the purpose of killing 
wild-hogs and deer, and wished me to accompany 
him. Though my spirits were somewhat recruited 
by his society, tlie benefit of the fire, which I now 
enjoj ed, and dressed provision.s, my weakness, and 
the' soreness of my feet, precluded me ; therefore 
he set out alone, saying he would return in a few 
hours. The sky was serene, and there was no 
prospect of any danger during a short excursion, 
seeing he had come nearly Iw'clve leagues in safe¬ 
ty in his canoe. But, when he had been absent 
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about an hour, a violent gust of wind and rain a- 
rose, in which he probably perished, as 1 never 
heard of him more. 

Thus, after having the pleasure of a companion 
almo.st three clays,, I was as unexpectedly reduced 
to my forinen’ lonely state, as I had been relieved 
from it. Yet, through God’s goodness, I was my¬ 
self preserved from having been unable to accom¬ 
pany him : and I was left in better circumstances 
than those in \Yhich he had found me •, for now 1 
had about five pounds of pork, a knife, a bottle of 
gunpowder, tobacco, tongs, and tlivit, by which 

means mv life could be rendered more comfortable. 

# 

I was enabled to have fire, extremely requisite at 
this time, being the rainy months of winter: I 
could cut up a tortoise, and have a delicate broiled 
meal. Thus, by the help of the fire, -and dressed 
provisions, through the blessing of God, I began to 
recover strength, though the soreness of my feet re¬ 
mained. But I had, besides, tlie advantage of 
being able now and then to catch a dish of cray¬ 
fish, which, when roasted, proved good eating. 
To acomplish this i made ujj^a small bundle of old 
broken sticks, nearly resembling pitch-pine, or 
candle-wood; and having liglitecl one end, waded 
with it in my band, uj) to the waist in water. The 
cray-fish, attracted by the light, wpuld crawl to 
my feet, and lie directly under it; when, by means 
of a forked stick, 1 could toss them ashore. 

Between two and three months after the time ot 
losing my companion, 1 found a small canoe, while 
ranging along the shore. The sight of it revived 
my regret for his loss, for I judged that it had been 
his canoe j and, from being washed up here, a 
certain proof of his having been lost in the tempest. 
But, on examining it more narrowly, I salis/icd 
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myself, that it was one which I had never seen be¬ 
fore. 

Master of this little vessel, I began to think my¬ 
self admiral of the neighbouring seas, as well as 
sole possessor and chief commander of the islands. 
Profiting by its use, I could transport myself to 
the places of retreat more conveniently than by 
my former expedient of swimming. 

In {uocess of time, I projected an excursion to 
some of the larger and more distant islands, partly 
to learn how tliey were stored or inhabited, and 
partly for the sake of amusement. Laying in a 
small stock of figs and grapes, therefore, as also 
some tortoise to eat, and carrying my implements 
for fire, I put off to steer for the island ot Bonacco, 
which is about four or five leagues long, and si¬ 
tuated five or six from Roatan. 

In the course of the voyage, observing a sloop 
at the cast end of the island, I made the best of 
my way to the west, designing to travel down by 
land, both because a point of rocks ran far into 
the sea, beyond which I did not care to venture 
in the canoe, as was, necessary to come a-head of 
the sloop, and because I wished to ascertain some¬ 
thing concerning her people before I was disco¬ 
vered. Even ill rny worst circumstances, I never 
could brook the thoughts ot returning on board of 
any piratical vessel, and resolved rather to live 
and die in my present situation. Hauling up the 
canoe, and making it fast as well as 1 was able, I 
set out on the journey. My feet were yet in such 
a state, that two days, and the best part of two 
nights, were occupied in it. Sometimes the woods 
and bushes were so thick that it was necessary to 
crawl half a mile together on my hands andkijees, 
w bich rendered my progress very slow. 
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•• When within a mile or two of the place where 
I supposed the sloop might lie, I made for the 
water side, and approached the sea gradually, that 
I might not too soon disclose myself to view ; 
however, on reaching the beach, there was no ap- 
jJearance of the sloop, vrhence I jwdged that she 
had sailed during the time spent by me in tra¬ 
velling. 

Peing 'miich fatigued with the journey, I rested 
myself against the stump of a tree, with my face 
towards the sea, where sleep overpowered me. 
But I had not slumbered long before 1 was sud¬ 
denly awakened by the noise of firing. Starting 
up in affright, I saw nine periaguas, or large ca¬ 
noes, full of men, firing upon me from the seaj 
whence I soon turned about, and run among the 
bushes as fast as my sore feet would allow, while 
the men, who were Spaniards, cried after me, “ O 
Englishman, we will give you good quarter.’" 
However, my astonishment was so great, and I 
was so suddenly roused from sleep, that I had no 
self-command to listen to their offers of quarter, 
which, it may be, at another time, in my cooler 
moments, I might have done.. Thus I made into 
the woods, and the strangers continued firing after 
me, to the number of 150 bullets at least, many of 
which cut small twigs off the bushes close by 
my side. Having gained an extensive thicket 
beyond reach of the shot, I lay close several hours, 
until observing, by the sound of their oars, that 
the Spaniards were departing, I crept out. I saw 
the sloop under English colours sailing aw.ay with 
the canoes in tow, which induced me to Suppose 
she was an English vessel, which had been at the 

Bay of Hondura?, and taken there by the Spa- 
niarejs. 
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Next day I returned to the tree, where I had' 
been so nearly surprised, and was astonished to 
find six or seven shot in the trunk, within a foot 
or less of my head. Yet through the wonderful 
goodness of God, though having been as a mark 
to shoot at, 1 was preserved. ' 

After this I travelled to recover my canoe at 
the western end of the island, which I reached in 
three days, but suffering severely from the soire- 
ness of my feet, and the scantiness of .provision. 
This island is not so plentifully stored as Roatan, 
so that during the five or six days of my residence, 
I had difficulty in procuring subsistence j and the 
insects were, besides, infinitely more numerous 
and harassing than at my old habitation. These 
circumstances deterred me from further exploring 
the island ; and having readied the canoe very 
tired and exhausted, I put off for Roatan, which 
was a royal palace to me, compared with Bonacco, 
and arrived at night in safety. 

Here I lived, if it may be called living, alone 
for about seven months, after losing my North 
British companion. My time was spent in the 
usual manner, huntkig for fowl, and ranging among 
the islands. 

Some time in June 1724, while on the small 
quay, whither I oflcn retreated to be free from the 
annoyance of insects, I saw two canoes making 
for the harbour. Apprc)aching nearer, they ob¬ 
served the smoke of a fire which I had kindled, 
and at a loss to know what it meant, they hesi¬ 
tated on advancing. What I had experienced at 
Bonacco, w^as still fresh in my own memory, and 
loth to run the risk of such another firing, 1 with¬ 
drew to my canoe, lying behind the quay, not 
above 100 yards distant, and immediately rpwed 
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■'\>v€r to Roataii. Tliere I had places of safety 
against an eneiny, and sufficient accommodation 
for any ordinary number of friends. 

The people in the canoes observed me cross the 
sea to Roatan, the passage not exceeding a gun¬ 
shot over; and b</ing as much affaid of pirates as 
I was of Spaniards, approached very cautiously 
towards the shore. 1 then came down to the 
beach, shewing myself openly; for their conduct 
le<l me to think that they could not be pimtes, 

* and I resolved before being exposed to the danger 
of their shot, to inquire who they weic. If thet* 
proved such asi did not like, 1 ctaiid easily retire. 
But before 1 spoke, they, as full of apprehension 
as I could be, lay on their oars, and demanded 
who 1 was, and from whence I came ? to which I 
replied, “ that I was an Englishman, luid had run 
away from pirates.” On this they drew somewhat 
nearer, inquiring who was there besides myself ? 
when I assured them, in return, that I was alone. 
Next, according to my original purpose, having- 
put similar questions to them, they said they had 
come from the Bav of Honduras ; their words eii- 
couraged me to bid them row ashore, which they 
did accordingly, though at some distance; and 
one man landed, whom I advanced to m 4 *et. But 
he started back at the sight of a poor ragged, 
wild, forlorn, miserable object so near him. Col¬ 
lecting himself, however^jjie took me by the hand, 
and we began embracing each other, he from sur¬ 
prise and wonder, and I from a sort of ecstacy of 
joy. When this was over, he took me in his 
arms, and carried me dowui to the canoes, where all 
his comrades were struck with astonishment at 
my appearance; but they gladly received me, and 
I aJtpericnced great tenderness from them. 
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I gave the strangers a brief account of my • 
escape from Low. and my lonely residence for 
sixteen months, all excepting three days, the 
hardships I had suffered, and tlie dangers to which 
I had been exposed,. I’hey stood amazed at the 
recital} they woiidered I was alive, and expressed 
much satisfaction at f»ejno' abh^ to ri^liovc me. 
Observing me very weak and depr^'s-se- l, llav " tve 
me about a spoonful of rum to recruit my r.»u.(ing 
spirits; but even tbi> unall quantity; frown? v long 
disuse of strong iittuor-, ibn w rne into viob m 
fation, and j.ro iu' i knui (*l ■.tupor, whu^li <); 
ended in privatnu. ol m'u.m; Some of tin: 
perceiving a 5>t:i.te of iicscnubibiy come on 
have a(lmiui‘^teretl ir»ot<, rum. u blcli thf>.-c- !m>Ui i 
skilh;d aiiung (bein preventedand allot lyiiig * 


sliort time ui t fii, 1 'uvived. 

Then I ascerliuued, that the strangers were 
eighteen m ttumber, the chief of them named 
John Hope., an old man, called Father Hope, by 
liis companions, and John Ford, and all belonging 
to the Bay of ffonduras. The cause of their com¬ 
ing hither, was an alarm for an attack from the sea, 
by the Spaniards, while the Indians should make 
a descent by land, and cut off the Bay; thus they 
had fled for safety. On a former occassion, the two 
persons above named, had, for the like reason, 
taken shelter among these islands, and lived four 
years at a time on a sn^i^l one, named Barbarat, 
about two leagues from Roalan. There they had 
two piautalions, as they called them; and now 
they brought two barrels of flour, with other pro¬ 
visions, fire-arms, dogs for hunting, and nets for 
tortoises ; and also an Indian woman to dress their 
provisions. Their jtrincipal residence was a small 
ke.y, about, a quarter of a mile round, lying near to 
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•’Barbarat, and named by them the Castle of Com¬ 
fort^ chiefly because it was low and clear of woods 
and bushes, so that the free circulation of the wind 
could drive away the pestiferous muskitoes and 
other insects. From hence they, sent to the sur¬ 
rounding islands for wood, water, and materials to 
build two houses, such as they were, for shelter. 

1 !u>w had the prospect of a much more agree- 
abi‘‘ !,ic than what I had spent during the sixteen 

-ahj, j^ast; for, besides having company, the 
* ir'asigors treated me with a great deal of civility 
in their way ; they clothed rnc, and gave me a 
large wrapping gown as a Uel’encc against the 
nigjitly devvs, until their houses were covered ; 
and liicre was (ilonty of provisions. Yet after 
ail, they were bad society ; and as to their common 
conversation, there was little di ill re nee* between 
them and pirates. However, it did not appear 
that they were now engaged in any such evil de¬ 
sign as rendered it unlawful to join them, or be 
found in their company. 

In process of time, and with the assistance uf- 
Ibrded by my companions, I gathiTed so much 
strength as sometimes to able to hunt along 
with them. The islands abounded with wild hogs, 
deor, and tortoise ; and different ones were visited 
in quest of game. This was brought home, where, 
instead of being immediately consumed, it was 
hung up to dry in smoke, so as to be a ready sup¬ 
ply at ail times. 

I now considered myself beyond the reach of 
danger from an enemy; for, independent of sup¬ 
posing that nothing could bring any one here, I 
was surrounded by a number of men with arms 
constantly in their.hands. Yet, at the very time 

VTJL. II. I 
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that I thought myself most secure, I was very ’ 
nearly a^aiii falling into the hands of pirates. 

Six or seven months after the strangers joined 
me, three of them, along with myself, took a four- 
oared canoe, for t|^ie purpose of hunting and killing 
torttuse on Bonacco. During our absence the 
rest repaired their canoes^ and prepared to go. over 
to the Bay of Honduras, to examine how matters 
stood there, and bring off their remaining effects, 
in case it were dangerous to return. But before 
they had dt'parted, ue were on our voyage home¬ 
wards, having a full load of pork and tortoise, as 
our object was successfully accomplished. While 
entering the mouth of the harbour, in a 'moonlight 
evening, we saw a great flash, and heard a re¬ 
port much louder than that of a musket, proceed 
from.a large periagua, which we observed near the 
Castle of Comfort. This put us in extreme 
consternation, and we knew not what to consi¬ 
der} but in a minute or two wc beard a v'olley 
from eighteen or twenty small arms, discharg¬ 
ed towards the shore, and also some returned from 
it. Satisfied that an enemy, either Spaniards or 
pirates, was attacking our people, and being in¬ 
tercepted from them by periaguas lying between 
us and the shore, we thought the safest plan was 
trying to escape- T lierefore, taking down our 
little mast and sail, that they might not betray us, 
we rowed out of the harbour as fast as possible, 
towards an island about a mile and a-iialf distant, 
trusting to retreat undiscovered. But the enemy 
having either seen us before lowering our sail, or 
heard the noise of tlie oars, Ibllow'ed with all 
speed, in an eight or ten oared periagua. Observ¬ 
ing her approach, and fast gaining on us, we rowed 
with all our might to make the nearest shore. 
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Ifovvevcr, she was at lcnj;tU enabled to discharge A 
swivel, the shot from which passed over our 
canoe: Nevertheless, we contrived to reach the 
shore before being completely within the range of 
■small arms, which our pursuers discharged on us 
while landing. 

They were now near enough to cry aloud that 
they were pirates, and not Spaniards, and that wc 
need not cjread them, as we should get good quar- 
,tcr; thence supposing that we should be the 
easier induced to surrender. Yet nothing could 
have been said to discourage me more from putting 
myself in tlieir power: I had the utmost dread of 
a pirate; and my original aversion was now en¬ 
hanced, by the aj)prehension of being sacrificed for 
my former desertion. Thus, concluding to keep 
as clear of them as I could, and the-Honduras 
Hay men having no great inclination to rlo other- 
Avise, wc n)ade the best of our way t<> the woods. 
Our pursuers carrie(i off tlie canoe, with all its 
contents, resolving, if we would not go to them, 
to deprive us, as tar as possible, of all means of sub¬ 
sistence where we were. Bgt it gave me, who 
Imd known both want and solitude, little concern, 
now that I had company, and there were arms 
among us to procure provision, and also fire where¬ 
with to dress it. 

M 

Our assailants were some men belonging to 
Spriggs, my former commander, who had thrown 
otf his allegiance to Low', and set up for himself 
at the head of a gang of pirates, with a good ship 
of twenty-four guns, and a sloop of twielve, both 
presently lying in Roatan harbour. He had put 
in for fresh water, and to refit, at the place where 
I first escaped ; and, having discovered my com¬ 
panions at the small island of their retreat, sent a 
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periagua full of to take them. Accordingly, 
they carried all asbore, as also a child and an In¬ 
dian woman; the last of whom they shamefully 
abused. They killed a man after landing, and, 
throwing him into one of the eanoes containing 
tar, set it on fire, and burnt his body in it. Then 
they carried the people on board of their vessels, 
where they were barbarously treated. One of them 
turned pirate, however,and told the othersjhat John 
Hope had hid many things in the woods*, therefore, 
they beat him unmercifully to make him disclose 
hi.s treasure, which they carried off with them. 

After the pirates had kept these people five days 
on board of their vessels, they gave them a flat of 
five or six tons to carry them to the Bay of Hon¬ 
duras, but no kind of provision for the voyage ; 
and further, before dismissal, compelled them to 
swear that they would not come near me and my 
party, who had escaped to another island. • 

While the vessels rode in the harbour, we kept 
a good look-out, but were exposed to some diffi¬ 
culties, from not daring to kindle a fire to dress 
our victuals, lest our^-esidence should be betrayed. 
Thus we lived for five days on raw provisions. As 
soon as they sailed, however, Hope, little regard¬ 
ing the oath extorted from him, came and inform¬ 
ed us of what had passed; and I could not, for my 
own part, be sufficiently grateful to Providence 
for escaping the hands of the pirates, w ho would 
have put me to a cruel death. 

Hope and all his people, except John Symonds, 
now resolved to make their w^ay to the Bay. Sy¬ 
monds, who had a negro, wished to remain some 
time for the purpose of trading with the Jamaica- 
men on the main. But, thiukitig my best chance 
of getting to New England w'as from the Bay of 
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* Honduras, I requested Hope to take me wiili liirn. 
The old man, though he would have gladly done 
so, advanced many objections, such as the insuffi¬ 
ciency of the/Jal to carry so many men seventy 
leagues; that they bad no provision for the pas¬ 
sage, which might be. tedious, and the flit was, 
besides, ill calculated to stand the sea; as also, 
that it was uncertain how matters might turn out 
at the Bay: thus he thought it belter for me to re¬ 
main ; yet, rather than I should be in solitude, he 
would take me in. 

Symonds, on the other hand, urged me to stay 
and bear him company, and gave several reasons 
why I should more likely obtain a passage from 
the Jamaica-men to New England, than by the 
the Bay of Honduras. As this seemed a fairer 
prospect of reacliing my home, which I was ex¬ 
tremely anxious to do, assented; and, having 
thanked Hope and his copipanions for their civili¬ 
ties, I took leave of them, and they departed. 

Symonds was provided with a canoe, fire-arms, 
and two dogs, in addition to his negro, by which 
means he felt confident of Jieing a^de to provide 
all that was necessary for our subsistence. We 
spent two or three months after the usual manner, 
ranging from island to island; but the prevalence 
of the winter rains precluded us from obtaining 
more game than we required. 

When the season for the Jamaica traders ap¬ 
proached, Symonds proposed repairing to some 
other islands to obtain a quantity of tortoise-shell, 
which be could exchange for clothes and shoe^; 
and, filing successful in this respect, we next pro¬ 
ceeded to Bonacco, which lies nearer the main, 
- that we might thence take a favourable opportuni¬ 
ty to run over. 
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Having been a short time at Bonacco, a furious’' 
tempest arose, and continued for three days, when 
we saw several vessels standing in for the harbour. 
The largest, of them anchored at a great distance, 
but a brigantine.came over tiie .slioals opposite to 
the watering-place, and sent iier boat ashore with 
casks. Recognizing three people vidio were in the 
boat, by their dress and appearance, for English¬ 
men, 1 concluded they were friends, and shewed 
myself openly on the beac'h before theih. They 
ceased rowing immediately on observing me, and, 
after answering their inquiries of who J was, I put 
the same (jucstion, saying, they might come ashore 
with safety. Thejy did so, and a happy meeting 
it was for me. 

I now found that the vessels were a fleet under 
convoy of the Diamond man-of-war, bound for Ja¬ 
maica ; but many ships had parted company in 
the storm. The Diamond had sent in the brigan¬ 
tine to get water here, as tin; sickness of her crew 
had occasioned a great consumption of that neces¬ 
sary article. 

Symonds, who had kept at a distance, lest the 
three men might hesitate to coine ashore, at length 
approaclied to participate in my joy, though, at 
the same time, testifying considerable reluctance 
at the prospect of my leaving him- The brigan¬ 
tine was commanded by Captain Dove, wi^h wliom 
I was acquainted, anri she belonged to Salem, 
within three mile.s of my father’s house. Captain 
Dove not only treated me with great civility, and 
engaged to give me a passage home, but took me 
into pay, having lost a seaman, whose ^^cc' he 
wanted me to supply. Next day, the Diamond 
having sent her long-boat ashore with casks for 
water, they were filled ; and, after taking leav^ of 

5 
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Symonds, who shed tears at parting, I was carried 
on board of the brigantine. 

We sailed along with the Diamond, which was 
bound for Jamaica, in the latter end of March 
172 . 5 , and kept cpmpany until the first of April. 
By the providence of I leaven we passed safely 
through the Gulf of Florida, and reached Salem 
Harbour on the first of May, two years, ten, months, 
a’nd fifteen days, after I was first taken by pirates; 
and two 'years, and nearly two months; after mak¬ 
ing my escape from them on Roatan Island. That 
same evening 1 went to my father’s house, where 

I was received as one risen from the dead. 

- / 

Rattan, Ruatan, or, more correctly, Roatan^ as 
it is called by the Spaniar.ls, isasmall island about 
ten or twelve leagues long, in the Bay of Hondu¬ 
ras. It abounds in all the necessaries of life, and 
lies in an agreeable climate, less oppressive from 
heat than many of the West India islands, owing 
to fresh breezes prevailing, and light airs from the 
sea. The figs, grapes, and cocoa-nuts, are ot ex¬ 
cellent quality; and both deer and wild hogs can 
be easily obtained. There*are different harbours 
on the shore, one particularly well adapted for 
shipping, and very capacious. 

The Englisli took possession of Roatan in the 
year 1742 , built a fort, and appointed a governor, 
for the purpose of protecting the trade in that re¬ 
gion ; but not long afterwards the settlement was 
abandoned. 
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LOSS OF THE SUSSEX EAST INDIAMAN, 

• / 

NEAR THE COAST OF MADAGASCAR, 1738. BY JOHN 

DEAN. 


J HE ship Sussex, in the service of the East India 
Company, homeward bound from Canton in Chi¬ 
na, met with a hiij'd gale about six in the afternoon 
of the 9lh of March 1738, when to the eastward 
of the Cape of Good Hope. Tlie foresail and top¬ 
sails being set, the crew immediately clewed up 
the latter, and handed them without reefing; 
hut the fore-topsail split in clewing up. The wind 
increased about eight o’clock, wheti the foresail 
being chafed, it split, on whvch the ship imme¬ 
diately broached to, and lay down witli her star- 
board’gunnel under water. The carpenter having 
sounded the pump, found three feet water iii the 
hold i the hand and chain-pumps were thert fore 
plied: however, the water still gained upon thenij 
so that, about ten at night, there were ten feet wa¬ 
ter in the well. The ship was then wore j the 
mizen-niast was cut away, but, as she wore vi’ry 
slowly, the crew apprehended that she would ply 
to again, and cut away her main mast, on which 
she wore and righted very much. After this, by 
hard labour at the pumps, they gained on her .so, 
that, at five in the morning, she had but two feet 
aj^d a Jiall water. Only one chain and one hand- 
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pump were feept going, and, at some intervals, 
working them was suspended. The ship had a 
very great sea to starboard, and all driven by the 
head. Two days before the gale came on, the 
• crew had been ru^imaging between decks, and the 
ship after that heeled about a streak and a half. 

On the 10th of March another foresail was bent, 
and the split fore-topsail unbent j but, although 
another tyas got on the quarter-deck, it was not 
bent, for what reason, the author of this narrative, 
John Dean, was ignorant. The Sussex kept com¬ 
pany all night with the Winchester, Captain Dove, 
under a foresail, and only one chain and one hand- 
pump going; in the working of which there were 
some intervals. 

About six in the morning the captain had a 
consultation with all hi.s officers in the ryund-house, 
on what was expedient to be done, and then, com¬ 
ing on deck along with them, called all hands. He 
asked who had a mind to go on board the Win¬ 
chester, and, before the men could answer, told 
them that the officers had consented to go, and 
that the carpenter had sworg that the ship was not 
in a condition to go round the Cape, adding these 
words: “ I advise you all to go on board Win¬ 
chester, for, if you should stay by the ship, and 
meet with a hard gale going round the Cape, you’ll 
cry, Llbrd have mercy on us. You’ll wish you 
had gone on board the Winchester, and not staid 
by the Sussex.” 

Many df the people agreed to go on board the 
Winchester, but John Dean, the narrator, with 
about thirty more, told the captain that they would 
tarry by the ship at all hazards, to carry her safe 
to,some port, for it -was a shame to leave such a 
ve'sscl. The captain then ordered the jack to be 
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made fast to the larboard of the fore-topsail-yapd, 
and to fire two guns for the Winchester to come 
up. Dean, and the rest intending to remain, then 
went down to work one of the pumps. In the 
mean time the captain, officers^ and others, who- 
designed to leave the ship, were plundering aiid 
securing what they could, to carry along with 
them : and, when the captain discovered ^e in¬ 
tention of those who resolved to a-bide bv the shfp, 
he ordered the pinnace to be staved. J’ohn Gib- . 
bons, Daniel Israel, and another, cut the gunnel 
in two places, and, jumping on each end of her, 
broke her back, as she hung chiefly by the middle 
lashing. 

While those who meant to stay by the ship were 
endeavouring to free her, the carpenter was at 
work in different places, especially in the gun¬ 
room, and gave reason to believe that he intended 
to drive out the stern-port, or play some mischief 
to the ship ; but Edmund Cowell and others fol¬ 
lowed him close to prevent him from effecting it. 

About seven the captain and supercargoes left 
the Sussex to go on board the Winche.ster, and all 
the rest willing to forsake her followed aj|^ jfast as 
the boa^ could carry them. The captfl^Eiih^ su¬ 
percargoes went in the Winchester’s pinnace; 
and at length only sixteen men were left behind, 
though, when the proposal was first made? about 
thirty designed to remain. They were induced to 
do so, from the officers saying that there was a 
great quantity of water lodged forward in tlie ship, 
which would render it dangerous to venture in her 
in case of heavy gales, or from suspecting the 
carpenter had secretly done her some injury. Dur¬ 
ing the different trips made by the boats, even the 
Winchester’s people were occupied ip plundering 
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the Sussex, and several people got up on the fore¬ 
sail-yard, and attempted to cut the foresail from 
the yard; on which John Dean, Edmund Cowell, 
and John Morris, got into' the fore-shrouds with 
. sponge-staves, and threatened to, knock them all 
ofl‘ the yard unless they desivSted, because they and 
others meant to stay by the ship. The men who 
were thus addressed, came down and went on 
board the Winchester. Williams, the chief mate, 
at request of the men who remained behind, gave 
them a letter, certifying, tliat the captain, of¬ 
ficers, and rest of the crew, had left the ship of 
their own accord, and none others would slay with 
lier. They were induced to do this, lest they 
should be seized for [)irates at the first port. 

When their companions had left them, the six¬ 
teen men wore the ship, set the foresail; and bore 
aw'ay on a southerly course for Madagascar. Two 
guns w'ere then hove over the starboard side of the 
forecastle io ease tlie ship, and a mizen-topsail 
bent for a fore-topsail. During these operations, 
the Winchester lay to, and turned the Sussex’s 
yawl adrift; about three afternoon she made sail, 
and was out of sight about five. 

Three of the seamen took the command of the 
vessel, and went two days under the sail already 
specified, with fine moderate weather. Then 
they got the long-boat’s mast for a mizen-mast, 
and‘her mainsail for a mizen, and also a fore top- 
galiant-sail for a cross-jack. Next having searched 
for what cloihes were left, they shared them- 

In four days after parting with the Winchester, 
the Sussex made the Island of Madagascar, and 
steered for St Augustine Bay. Two days alter 
having made the land, they anchored in sight of 
ihd bay j for it being night, they did not wish to 
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venture in. Next day, the third after making the 
land, they weighed anchor, and about noon cast 
anchor again in the bay. The colours were hoist¬ 
ed, and several guns fired to bring the natives 
down to the coast; and, seeing a fire ashore at 
niglit, the Sussex conceiving it a signal, answered 
with shewing a light. 

In the morning, two men, one of whom could 
speak English, came off in a canoe, carrying ajar 
of honey, which they said was a present to the, 
captain from the king of Barbar*. t he crew of 
the Sussex then, employed themselves in hauling 
up the cables, shifting and stowing tlie water, and 
clearing, away between decks, to bring the ship 
upright j she had at that time very little water in 
the well. Next day being Sunday, no work was 
done; prayers were said, as was usual daily. On 
Monday, the caulker’s mate and joiner were oc¬ 
cupied in mending the pinnace, and all the rest of 
the week engaged in finishing the rigging for a 
jury mainmast. 

On Sunday, some of the crew went ashore in 
the pinnace, to see what inhabitants were there; 
however, they found only the two men who had 
first come on board ; and one other man and wo¬ 
man, who were afraid to come on board, until 
hearing that they were Englishmen Next day, 
on sending ashore again, they found that four of 
the king’s .chief men had come down, who, at the 
time of the pinnace’s departure, came off and staid 
all night in the Sussex^ From them, the crew 

* The real orthography of such places is yet but imperfectly 
’^tindcrstoood. In other narratiybs, we read of the king of Baba; 
and in some works, it is shidith’at Baba merely signifies the north 
of the i.sland, •with Avhich we are still very little acquriQted. 
are many obscure passages here. 
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learned that the king was just returned from war, 
and was coming with his army to Jubar. The in¬ 
terpreter told the seaman who personated the cap- 
{tain, that the king wished to see him at Jubar, 

' whither he went, and was well received. The 
king inquired how many hands were on board, to 
which he replied, thirty; the king shewed him a 
Frenchman and a Portuguese, and offered to let 
them go along with him, but they did not come off 
. at that time. After staying two days at the king’s 
habitation, he returned on board, where there was 
brought a plentiful supply of provisions. 

Two days afterwards the king came on board, 
bringing the Frenchman and Portuguese. He 
was received, and treated according to the best of 
the crew’s abilities. Having observed but few 
hands, he asked where the rest were, and was told 
that they were sick below; so a trade was then 
begun in China-ware for provisions. 

The natives, however, from seeing so few peo¬ 
ple on board, began to be very insolent and trouble¬ 
some, insomuch, that it was necessary to keep an 
armed sentry on each gangway to prevent them 
from coming on board, which they were extreme¬ 
ly eager to do. 

One hand was employed in making a inain-top- 
sail, and the rest in getting out the stump of the 
mainmast, which was hove overboard. A jury 
mainmast was stepped and rigged; and a main- 
topmast was made of a sprung main-topsail-yard, 
and the ship rigged. 

Six slaves were purchased for three barrels of 
gunpowder; they were set to work during the day^ 
and at night secured in irons. The doctor's gun 
' was given to the king, and ajar of arrack, for 
wliich he returned two 
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The king then came on board with ten wives, 
each of whom was presented with a China bowl, 
and every one of them returned a goat. 

The Sussex was now in good trim for sea, her 
bottom had been scrubbed, au^ tarred as low as 
possible, and her sides tarred. The sails were 
bent, and that part of the quarter gallery stove in 
by the mizenmast when cut away, repaired. On 
searching whether there was any leak or strain, 
about a pound of loose gunpowder was found in 
the starboard quarter gallery, which impressed the 
crew w’ith an idea, that it had been laid there wuth 
an evil intent. 

As the natives still proved extremely trouble¬ 
some, endeavouring to get on board the ship, and 
even throwing lances into her, it was to be dreaded 
- that they harboured the design of cutting off the 
crew, on obtaining a fit opportunity, ThereforCj^ 
to ensure the safety of their own lives, as well as 
the ship and cargo, they determined to repair to 
Mozambique, and stay there until a proper season 
for attempting to go round the Cape, being in 
hopes to get assistanqe, on sending to Johanna. 
Thus a letter was subscribed by the whole, and 
left with the king of Barhar, to be delivered to 
any European ship, expressing their intentions, 
for the purpose of preserving the ship and cargo; 
and then having weighed anchor, they stood out 
to sea for Mozambique. They had remained in 
St Augustine Bay above three weeks, and now. had 
fine weather. On the second dayonly sixteen inches 
M^ere found on sounding the well, and the ship im¬ 
mediately pumped dry. 

The Frenchman apd^Pprtuguese, already men¬ 
tioned, having been tal^n dh board, the latter, pre¬ 
vious to the Sussex sailmgt was turned ashore, be¬ 
cause he had often quarrelled with the Frenchman. 
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The sky overcast in the evening, and about ten 
at night, the ship unfortunately struck, and lost her 
Judder the second shock, when she stuck fast. The 
Krew finding she was aground, and that there was 
^o possibility of saving her, clearfd the long-boat 
in order to hoist it but. But the boat being stove 
before, wanted repair; and as they had so few 
hands, and the sea breaking in much, they could 
not venture to do so. Therefore, they hoisted the 
pinnace c4f the booms, and let her hang in the 
’tackle all night alongside. Next they got the 
icaggoner*^ and found they were on the Bassas de 
-India; although, by an observation made at noon, 
they were to the northward of where it is laid down 
in the chart, which error deceived them; for con¬ 
sidering themselves to the northward, they judged 
that they were out of danger. The crew next put 
a compass, a waggoner, some arms and powder, 
into the pinnace, and also some carpenter’s tools, 
and then went to prayers all that night. A heavy 
sea continued to break on the after-part of the 
ship, which soon stove in all abaft, so that the 
quarter deck fell into the steerage. At six in the 
morning, having resolved td lower the pinnace, 
nine men got into her; but the rest determined to 
take their chance in the ship, thinkiijg there was 
no prospect of saving their lives in the pinnace, 
because the sea ran so high. In ibwering the 
pinnace, the falls being reefed through the ring, 
the after-tackle got foul, just as she took the 
water, so that they could only get the fore-tackle 
unhooked. In sending her off the ship. Dean got 
his hand bruised. There was still a great sea run- 

* Said lo be an Atlas, and probably so called from Wagenaar. 
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ninfr, whence the pinnace parted on being struck 
with the second wave, and eight men were washed 
out i one of them had been washed over by the first 
wave, but he got safe on board. Three werej 
drowned, howevfr; the other five, after swimming/ 
some time, were drove into shodl water. • 

The fore part of the pinnae e being afterwards 
observed floating, one of the men swam to it, and 
called on the rest, who all followed. A flask being 
also observed afloat, another st*.cured it, afid found it 
about half-full of arrack. They then got whatever * 
boards they could reach floating from the wreck, 
and lashed them across the boat, to make her swim 
more buoyant; about noon, they saw th6 ship part, 
and at night drove into shoal water, and where the 
bottom dried. They made fast their half boat, and 
two of them being ill of fevers, the rest gathered to¬ 
gether what came near them from the wreck, and 
building a stern, chined it with oakum which they 
made out of the pinnace’s penter ; although they 
had only two small knives, and the ring-bolt which 
they drew out of her to work with. 

On the second night they saw a fire, and in the 
morning, some of tbeVore top of the wreck,, which 
they endeavoured to reach, but were prevented by 
the current; so they put back again, and in their 
way found a piece of pork. On regaining the 
place wheie the boat was fitted, they took in a 
butt, partly filled witii water, some having before 
been started to lighten it. The third day after 
leaving the ship, they put to sea, and were seven¬ 
teen days before getting ashore on Madagascar. 
All that time, they had nothing to subsist on but 
one piece of pork, tlio water in the butt, and three 
s^ll crabs, which they found afloat at sea. Dur¬ 
ing their voyage, they always went to prayer'^ 
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twice a-day, and returned thanks to God for their 
miraculous deliverance and preservation, after such 
imminent danger. 

Four Englishmen, whose names were James 
Holland, Stephen Wicks, William Eadnell, and 
John Dean, went a little way up into the woods, 
and lay there that night; the hlth of their number, 
who was the Frenchman already mentioned, taken 
on board jn St Augustine’s Bay, staid behind, be¬ 
cause he durst not accompany them to Jubar, where 
they designed to go to tlie king of Barbar. 

In the morning, they swam over a riVer which 
they supposed the Jubar river, and after travelling 
about a mile to the northward, met the French¬ 
man, and soon came in sight of another large 
river, and many huts, which they took to be 
Youngoult, and therefore made up to them; but 
they found no inhabitants ; so they returned half 
way back, where they found wild beans. There 
they sat dowm, arid having ate some of them, slept 
in the same place all night. 

Next morning, the Frenchman went away. 
John Dean and ‘Stephen Wicks then left their 
companions, and travelled ten miles up the river, 
in search of some inhabited spot, or of people to 
assist them ; for the tither two were very ill, and 
unable to travel. After a fruitless journey, they 
returned at night, when, to their great sorrow, they 
found both their companions speechless. In the 
morning one could speak, who desired them to go 
in search of water, as they were almost dead with 
thirst. They went, but could find none. Then 
their two companions desired them to go and 
seek for inhabitants, but besought them, before 
departing, for some of their own urine to quench 

YQ?^. II- K 
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their thirst. This being given, they took leave of 
them, and began their journey. 

In six days after they landed, the travellers met 
with several black men, who used them very civil* 
ly. They w'ere better off in anc^ther respect, hav¬ 
ing found water on the second day; and a little 
before meeting the black men, they came up with 
the Frenchman again, pickitJg plumbs in the 
woods. Having returned about a mile,^the black 
men made a fire, and dressed some beel', part of 
which was given them to cat; and alter refreshing 
themselves they set out again. I'he head man 
then observing them much exhausted and sore 
with travelling, ordered them to be carri('d. Jour¬ 
neying to the northward, they in two days met 
their companions, who were much mended ; for 
during their absence tliev had found fresh water. 

The whole then travelled to the southward with 
the natives, who took great care of them, i>r()vid- 
ing plantains and whatever other food could be 
got. Further, being much lacerated in travelling 
through the woods, their wounds were dressed. 
The beef was now iinished, but in thice weeks 
they fell in with other two parties, in one of which 
was a black, wdio could talk a little English ; and 
to shew his respect for tire Englishmen, presented 
them with a cow. 

The Frenchman proved extremely troublesome, 
often picking quarrels, especially tvitli James Hol¬ 
land ; and he told the natives that the .sailors were 
four Dutchmen, thinking if credited they should 
not he so well treated as before; but his ob¬ 
ject did not succeed. He was induced to this, by 
the natives shewing more respect towards them 
than to him. , 

* i 

. After about three weeks more, the party arrived 



147 


KAST INDIAMAN. 

at a town, where llielr principal conductor curried 
’ them to the chief man, with whom tlie^^ remained 
'nearly a week. Their conductor would have loft 
\thcm there, but he refused to take them under 
his care. They \vcre then carried to another 
town, to a native named Coliary, who also re¬ 
fused; on whicli their conductor led them to a 
third town to a native, Rameover, who received 
them. Tlftjre they remained two months, but met 
*oniy with indifferent usaj^e ; lor their first friend 
had gone to Reiiauf, king of Sacclaver. The 
journey,unli! their arrival here, had occupied about 
eight weeks; but now disliking their treatment, 
and their friend being still absent with the king, 
they agreed to travel in search of tlie king’s town 
called Aloharbo. Therefore all four stole out by 
night, and made the’ best of their way, lest they 
should be followed; and in the morning reached 
the sea coast, at a part where there was a wide 
river. The Frenchman had left them two days 
after their black friend departed. William Ead- 
iicll and Stephen VVicks swa^n across the river, 
but Holland and Dean would not venture; there¬ 
fore wishing their comrades success, they return¬ 
ed to Rameover’s, where they found belter treat¬ 
ment. I'hc others returned in a week, when they 
all experienced worse treatment than ever, which 
they ascribed to the natives discovering that they 
could not help themselves. 

In about a fortnight afterwards, the black return¬ 
ed from the king, and told the seamen that they 
shouhl set out next day to wait on the king j but, 
to their great regret, he then went away, and took 
no further notice of them. Thus they resolved to 
depart themselves for Moharbo; and in the course 
of the first day’s journey met with three black m^n, 
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who promised to carry them to the king in ten 
days. In two days and a half they came to the ; 
dwelling of a native called Rafahare, the prin¬ 
cipal. man of the country next to the king, and 
with him they, were left. He was very kind to 
them, especially when he understood that they were 
Eniilishmen, f(>r he could speak a little English. 
He put James Holland and Stephen Wicks under 
the care of his chief wife, and the remaining two 
under the charge of another of his wives, with a 
strict command to let them want nothing," and to 
be as mothers to them. James Holland died about 
two months afterwards of a lingering illness, and 
his companions buried him as decently as they 
could. 

In a month from this time, Stephen Wicks died 
veVy suddenly, and his cornpanicjns were led to sus¬ 
pect that he had been poisoned, as many spots ap¬ 
peared on his body : they were so ill themselves 
that they were unable to follow his corpse the whole 
M’'ay to see it buried. 

Rafahare had an<^^aiint called Dalles, who then 
took the two survivors under her cure : she was e- 
qualiy attentive to them as his two wives had been; 
supplied them with food, got a hut imilt for them, 
and gave them a piece of cloth to make clothes. 

Rafahare used to be.chiefly out on the scout w’ith 
about fifty armed men : wlien at honie, he treated 
the seamen vvith great civility and respect. After 
they had been about five months with him, he told 
them that he had some men going to the king, 
whom they mig.it accompany, and also that he 
heard there were thtee ships at Youngoult. John 
Hei'n answered, that his companion, William Ead- 
nell, being very ill and weak, was not able to tra¬ 
vel j but Eadnell l|imself rejoiced to hear of ship- 
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ping, and, in hopes again to reach his native 
country, said he could go. 

The two seamen then took leave of Rafahare and 
liis wives, returning them many thanks for their 
care and tenderness, and set out 'on their journey 
towards Mobarbo. Before travelling far, Eadnell 
dropped, unable to proceed. Dean advised him 
to go back, and offered to accompany him, but he 
was unable to do so : therefore the natives carried 
, liirn, tun? by turn, two days, and at that time slung, 
a hammock to carry him the more easy, for he 
grew extremely ill; and on the sixth day, when 
they arrived at a small village, he died. Dean 
sewed him up in a mat, and then buried him. At 
this village the party staid five days to refresh them¬ 
selves ; and having again set out, in two days ar-' 
rived at a village not far from the king’s. They 
were refused all provisions by the inhabitants but 
toak, and tliat they would not accept; on which 
Rachapore, the coief of the party, dispatched a 
messenger to the king, to inform him where they 
were, that they had an Englishman in compa¬ 
ny, and particularly, that Ihe people refused to 
give them food. The king hearing this, immedi¬ 
ately ordered them to be supplied with whatever 
they wanted ; so they got a bullock, part of which 
they ate, and packing up the remainder, departed 
oil the way towards Moharbo, where they arrived 
next day. 

Dean was carried to the king, whom he found 
seated oh a stool under a large tamarind tree, eat¬ 
ing milk and rice with a wooden spoon, out of a 
wooden bowl, and surrounded by about forty men 
armed. He went up to the king to make his o- 
bejsance, and was told by him that his name was 
Henauf, and tltat he was king of Rambour. He 
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next asked him whether lie was French or English, 
which Dean answered, in the language of the na¬ 
tives, saying he was Englisli. The king ordered a 
mess of milk and rice to be brought to him. He 
then saw the Frenchman, w ho h^d been some time 
at Moharbo. The king ordered Rachapore to car¬ 
ry him to a native nanietl Rohoi next morning, but 
that night himself to take care of him. However, 
Roboi was travelling to a habitation up the coun- 
Iry; therefore, after tw'O hours journey. Dean 
could go no lartlier. He always thought that they' 
intended conducting him down to the ships, until 
he found, to his great disappointment, that they 
were about to carry him up into the country, 
whence there would be little likelihood of his ever 
getting away. 

When Roboi found that he w’ould not proceed 
willingly, he ■sent him back to the care of his bro¬ 
ther, llenose, with whom he staid about four 
months, and met w ith good usage. During this 
time his clothes wore out, and he had on only a 
shred of cloth for a girdle. He daily w cut to the 
king begging clothes* but for a month his suit was 
vain. The king then gave him an ox, wdiich he 
exchanged for a piece of cloth little more than n 
yard square. Having received some rice, after a 
lapse of four months, he set ou» for Andreck, to 
barter it for salt and fish: and on his journey he 
arrived at the habitation of a native, named Rab- 
balow, a man of authority, and a favourite of the 
king. As he had once been there before, Rabba- 
low knew him, and he met with a kind reception ; 
Rabbalow offering to take him under his care, and 
supply him with necessaries. Therefore he took 
up his abode here, and went daily at pleasure <Vom 
MuDghavo, where he lived, to wait on the king, 
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in whose diversions he partook. The chief of 
those diversions was making small clay butts, and 
then in the hands hitting them together. 

A month after Dean’s residence with Rabbalow, 
he heard of the arrival of a French ship at Youn- 
goult. The captain, a mate, and the boatswain, 
halted there pn their way to Moharbo, to visit the 
king; on which Dean was,immediately confined, 
and ordered to be kept from the Frenchmen. In 
the niglft, however, he got loose, and stole out to 
the Frenchmen, who expressed themselves very 
glad to see him, for the boatswain could speak 
English. 

Next day they set out to wait on the king, for 
the purpose of settling trade, and remained with 
him the whole day : the one subsequent they re¬ 
turned, and staid all night at Rabbalow’s. Dean 
was treated civilly by the people, who gave him 
beef to carry to his hut, and fed him with soles, 
rice, and whatever else they had. In the morning 
they set out, and soon after Rabbalow followed 
along with others, and took Dean along with them. 
Having travelled about twenty miles, they overtook 
the French gentlemen, who were refreshing them¬ 
selves; and they allowed Dean to partake: and 
the boatswain lied a handkerchief about his head 
as a gift. Rabbalow, distrusting his intention, and 
thinking he designed to go with the Frenchmen, 
ordered him to come away, which he refused. 

The gentlemen,after refreshing themselves, set for¬ 
ward towards Youngoult, and Dean followed them; 
but as they had got a little before him, a native, 
named Revoy, with others, by order of Rabbalow, 
came up and put a rope about his neck, telling 
him, that he must return to Moharbo, to the king; 

this he refused, alleging himself unable to tra¬ 
vel, from fatigue, and b^ecause his legs were sore. 
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Having then tied him to a tree, and run his lance 
several times across his throat, he threatened to kill 
him if he would not go: on which Dean said that 
he woujd accompany him next day, if he was able, 
after he had taken some rest. While fast to the 
tree, several of Revoy’s attendants used him very 
ill, several times attempting to snatch from his 
neck the handkerchief which he had got from the 
boatswain; but, observing their design, he secured 
it. Thus they let him rest all that night, and next 
day he was sent to the king, at Moharbo, under 
the guard of a man and a woman. On reaching the 
king, he found him at. his usual diversion of clay 
butts. The ting asked him what he wanted, to 
which he replied, that he wanted to go to the 
French ship, at Youngoult. The king then pro¬ 
mised, that he should go down with himself next 
day; and accordingly they set out with a nume¬ 
rous suite. 

When they came to Mungliavo, they stopped 
at Rabbalow’s. Most of the deceased kings are 
laid here, in small houses; and by the king’s com¬ 
mand the party killed an ox, beat drums, blew 
their conchs, and fired guns over the houses of the 
deceased kings: dressing themselves up and dan¬ 
cing, according to the usual custom of the country 
when the king passes that place. 

Next day they set out and travelled tow-ards 
Youngoult, and at night built up huts, which are 
easily made, and rested that night. Renose, by 
the king’s command, cut the throat of one of the 
chief men, for breaking a dog's leg. In the mc»rn- 
ing the king asked whether t)ean had any tobac¬ 
co, desiring to have some; but he having none 
told him so; whereon the king declared that he 
shouki not go down with him, for the French were’ 
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»ot liis countrymen j and ordered Ivim to be carried 
to his mother, Rytampitt, there to be kept. 

This was a severe disappointment, and made him 
despair of ever being redeemed. The king, about 
a fortnight afterwards, called on kis return at his 
mother, Rytampilt's, in a European dress, and told 
Dean that he must accompany him backtoMohar- 
bo. Dean again requested the king to be allowed 
to go down to Youngoult, but, to his great grief, 
^M^as denied, and- therefore departed for Moharbo, 
along with the king. They halted at Munghavo, 
to perform the same ceremony as before, over the 
deceased kings. On arriving at Moharbo, the 
king ordered him again to Revoy’s, where he had 
already been four months. 

About a week afterwards, a Frenchman who 
lived on the island, different, however,' from him 
already mentioned, who was now dead, camC to 
• Moharbo, and informed the king, that the French 
captain was much displeased that he should de¬ 
tain the Englishman against his inclination, and 
refuse him liberty to go down to the ship at Youn¬ 
goult. Dean fortunately haijpened to be with the 
king when the Frenclimau delivered the message j 
so the king then told him that he might go down, ■ 
on which he immediately went hon>c, took his mat 
and lance, and hade farewell to Renose and his 
wives, returning them hearty thanks for their 
civilities; and he gave one of them liis handker¬ 
chief, which was all he had to bestow. Then he 
went to beg some beef of the king, but could 
only get a few guts stuffed with suet; therefore, 
returning the king thanks, he took his leave, and 
set out for Munghavo, on his way to the ship. He 
slept at Rabhalow’s at Munghavo that same night, 
when Rabbalow’s wife requested the guts from him, 
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and received them. In return she gave him some 
rice to eat, but none to carry away; and in the 
morning he proceeded on his journey. Before 
night he halted at Ryiampitt’s, who gave him two 
lengths of sugar-cane, and some plantains, which 
he was glad to get, and acknowledged it with 
many thanks. He travelled six miles further to a 
small village, wh^re he got a fire, roasted the plan¬ 
tains, and slept in a small hut all night. Having 
set out in the morning, he reached Kabbalow’s 
house at Yoiingoult in the afternoon. 

Dean now observing two ships, learned, with 
much satisfaction, that one was au Eniilish vessel, 
which encouraged his hopes of seeing his native 
country, after the imminent hardships and dangers 
he had undergone. Rabbalow’s w ife sent a slave 
to the French factor, informing him that Dean 
was arrived; but he answered with desiring that 
he might not be allow'ed to come to the factory, as 
the French w'ould not buy him, and adding, that he 
w'as ignorant of the intention of the English. He 
then complained of hunger, and asked permission 
of the wives to go Iq the French factory to get 
some food, which they refused, informing him that 
their orders were not to let him go. However, he 
watched an opportunity, and slipped out with the 
design of going thither. As he v as soon missed, 
a slave was hastily sent to acquaint Rabbalow, wlio 
then told the English capiaiti of his arrival at 
Yonngonlt, and, at the captain’s request, sent the 
slave to conduct him to the factory. The slave found 
him silting on a sand hank; for, his legs and feet 
being sore from laceration, by travelling barefoot¬ 
ed, he could not walk far without resting. On 
reaching the French factory, to his inexju'essible 
joy, he found the English captain, who received 
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liirn with miicVi pleasure and civility, and promised 
to take care of him. Having obtained some re¬ 
freshment, he gave a short account of his ship¬ 
wreck and other misfortunes. He slept all night 
at the French factory ; and, in the morning, the 
captain, asking lii*m whether lie chose to go on 
board liis ship, or stay at the factory, he preferred 
the former, as he was apprehensive the natives 
would carry him up the country again if they could. 
ThereforP he embarked in the first boat, and got 
safe on board of the Prince William, East India 
ship, Captain Joseph LiUngwortli, bound from 

Madagascar to Bombay. 

Great and inexpressible was the satisfaction of this 
shipwrecked seaman, at finding himself amidst so 
many of his own nation, who all gladly welcomed 
him on coming among them, and heartily rejoiced 
at his happy and miraculous deliverance from 
dangers so imminent, which none but God, out of 
his infinite goodness and mercy towards mankind, 
could have power to do. 

John Dean sent the narr^itive of his adventures 
to the East India Company, who granted hint a 
pension, and ordered his picture to be taken, which 
is still to be seen at the India House. He died 

17 th December 1747- 
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LOSS OF THE WAGER MAN-OF-WAR, 

f 

ON THE COAST OP PATAGONIA, 14tH MAY 1741. 


In the course of these volumes we have too manj 
examples of the evils arising from insubordination, 
and we cannot but particulary lament, that sea¬ 
men, who, under a skilful leader, are capable of 
distinguished achievements, are so seldom en¬ 
dowed with prudence and consideration sufficient 
to perforin what merits celebrity without one. Nay, 
it must excite infinite astonishment, that the want 
of such a leader, in whom confidence may be re¬ 
posed, should be so often the signal for mutiny and 
revolt. Seamen ought to reflect, that, where all 
would be masters, where order and obedience are 
at an end, nothing but misfortunes and discomfi¬ 
ture can ensue; that their numbers will waste a- 
way and diminish along with the authority that 
controuls them, until they are eitlior incapable of 
resisting an enemy, or of withstanding the natural 
and inevitable hardships to which their situation is 
exposed. Subordination is therefore indispensable 
to their existence; when that is thrown aside, their 
welfare terminates along with it, of which there is 
a striking illustration in the following narratives. 

o • » 

An.expedition on a great scale, against the settle¬ 
ments of the Spaniards, having been resolved on 
by the British government, six vessels pf war, and 



MAN-OF-WAR. 


157 


two store-ships, sailed on the 18th of September 
1740, from England for South America. It is to 
the fate of one of that squadron, the Wager, that 
our attention is here to be directed. 

The Wager vvaS an old East Indiaman, purchas¬ 
ed into the service on this occasion, and fitted out 
its a man-of-war. Being used as a store-ship, she 
was deeply laden with all kinds of careening, and 
also with*rnilitary and other stores, for the benefit 
of the rest of the ships; and she was besides crowd- ’ 
ed wilh bale goods, and encumbered with mer¬ 
chandise. A vessel of her quality and condition 
could not be expected to he manoeuvred with that 
ease and readiness which w^ere indispensable for 
her security in those heavy seas which she was to 
encounter, for the voyage was to be pursued round 
Cape Horn, then noted as a tempestuous region. 
The expedition was unaccountably delayed until 
the proper season for its sailing had elapsed, and 
the interval neglected, which should have been 
employed in providing a stiitablc force of seamen 
ami marines. Neither was there proper regard 
paid to the other requisites*of so peculiar and ex¬ 
tensive a destination. The crew consisted of men 
‘ pressed from long voyages, to be sent on a distant 
and hazardous service ; and all the laud-torees on 
board consisted of a poor detachment of infirm 
and decrepid invalids from Chelsea Hospital, des¬ 
ponding umler the apprehensions which anticipa¬ 
tion of such a length of maritime excursion excit¬ 
ed. 

On the 27 th of October the Wager anchored in 
Funchal Road, in the island of Madeira, and for 
some days was chiefly engaged in getting water 
on board ; 011 I he 4 th of November, Captain 
Kidd, her commander, was removed on board the 
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Pearl, onfe of the squadron, and was succeeded in 
the Wager by Captain Murray. But, on the 17 tb 
of February 1741, another change ensued, occa¬ 
sioned by Captain Kidd’s death in the Pearl, where 
he was again succeeded by Captain Murray. 

A few <Uiys before his fleath. Captain Kidfl, a- 
waro of the <'ondition of the Wager, presaged her 
want of succt'ss. He said, that this voyage, in 
which hotfi oHicers aiul sailors had engag«>d witli 
so much cheerfulness and alacrity, would ultimate¬ 
ly have a did’erent issue from their expectatioiisC 
and disappoint the liopes which they entertained 
of gaining treasures by it ; for it would end in fa¬ 
mine, death, and destruction. By the removal of 
Captain Murray, Captain Cheap succeeded to the 
command of the Wager. 

On the first of April the commodore ordered the 
carpenter of the Wager on board tlic Gloucester, 
another of the squadron, and, during his absence, 
bad weather, much to the ship’s injury, prevailed. 
When near to the southernmost month of the Straits 
of Le Maire, the Wager being the sternmost ship, 
was, by a sudden shiftiifg of the wind to southward, 
almost wrecked on the rocks of Slaten-land. Con¬ 
trary to the expectation of the rest of the squadron, 
she weathered tiiein, and then kept company with 
the other ships for some time. 

On the 8th of Aj)ril the mizen-mast was carried 
away by a great roll of a hollow sea, and all the 
chain-plates to windward broke ; and, on the I2th, 
there was a lieavy gale, with a great swell. A 
sea broke over the ship at seven in the morning, 
which carried the gunner over the wheel, bilged 
the cutter, and c anted her off the sheets, bottom 
lip, athwart the barge. The long-boat was also 
half-filled, whence she was scuttled, and the cutter 



MAN-OF-WAK. 15$ 

« 

i 

was recovered to her place j the spritsail-yard and 
jib-boom were got in for fear of endangering the 
bowsprit. The rigging was all gone and broke 
lore and aft, and almost the whole people at this 
time sick. 

The carpenter having returned on the 14th, the 
tempestuous weather and swell of the sea being 
previously too great and dangerous for boats, a 
cap was fitted on the stump of the mizen-n)ast, and 
,a lower studding-sail-boom, of forty feet, got up. 
Tliis, however, and patching up tlie rigging, prov¬ 
ed only a temporary expedient; for, on the first of 
May, after a consultation of the ofticeis, it was re¬ 
solved to cut away the best-bower anchor, as there 
was no possibility of securing it without putting the 
fore-mast in extreme clanger, because the shrouds 
and chain-plates were all broke,, and the ship, in 
every part, in a crazy condition. 

In this shattered and disabled state, the Wager 
lost sight of the squadron, and, Ironi an error in 
conjecture as to her situation, was bearing for a 
lee-shore. Tlie weather was unfavourable for ob¬ 
taining any observation, and of the coast which 
she was then ranging there were no charts. It had 
generally been understood in the sliip, that the 
place of rendezvous was the island of Juan Fer¬ 
nandez, to which, considering the state she 
w as in, tlie first-lieutenant and other officers en¬ 
deavoured to persuade the captain to repair. A- 
bundaiice of weeds, and the flight of certain birds, 
indicated their approach towards the land, and 
alarms began to be excited among them for the 
dangers of a lee-shore. Tlie gunner informed the 
captain, that, by his desire, he had calculated the 
loiigitude, and that he then judged them to be six¬ 
ty leagues from the land j' and, on this occasion, 
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the Captain told him that the place of rendezvous 
was the island of Socoro. The gunner then en¬ 
deavoured to remonstrate on the bad condition of 
the ship for coming in with a lee shore ; and that if 
she should be brought to an anphor, that it would 
be irnpossible to weigh it again : to which the cap¬ 
tain answered, he had no design of coming to an 
anchor; that he purposed to stand off and on twen¬ 
ty-four hours, and, if he saw none of the squadron 
within that time, he should go to Juan de Fernan¬ 
dez. “ Sir,” said the gunner, •' the ship is a per¬ 
fect wreck ; our mizeii-niast gone, with the stand- 
ing rigging afore and abaft, and all our people 
down ; there are only twelve fit for duty :—there¬ 
fore it may be dangerous to fall in with the land.” 
The captain observed, that it did not signify, as 
he was obliged, and determined to go for the first 
place of rendezvous. 

It is necessary to explain, that the island of So- 
coro is in the neighbourhood of Baldivia, the cap¬ 
ture of which place could not he accomplished 
without the junction of the ship which carried the 
naval and military stores. Thus the importance 
of giving an early and unexpected blow to the 
Spaniards in that quarter, determined the captain 
to make the shortest way to the point in view. 
Rigid adherence to his orders, from which he con¬ 
cluded he had no discretionary powers of devia¬ 
tion, lulled the sense of danger which pervaded the 
rest, who were ignorant of their purport. 

On the Ijth, the captain unluckily fill and dis¬ 
located his shoulder, which confined him to his 
cabin. At eight in the morning, the straps of the 
fore-jet*r blocks broke, and the yard was got down, 
and the people employed in new strapping .the 
blocks. At nine o’clock, the carpenter going for- 
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ward, saw land from the forecastle, and pouited 
it out to the lieutenant on deck, who woulfl not 
believe it to be the case; But it afterwards be¬ 
coming more plain, an eminence which was seen 
was taken for one of the mountains of the Cor¬ 
dilleras. Many, however, still considered it a’ 
delusion of the imagination. At length, when 
the fact would admit of no doubt, the gunner 
acquainted the captain, who immediately gave 
orders to*svvay the fore-yard up, to set tlie fore¬ 
sail, and wear the ship with her head to the 
southward. Fully sensible that she was hotiily 
driving to the land, bearing north-west, tiic ut¬ 
most exertions were made to crowd her off the 
shore, a measure of great difficulty, from the few 
hands able to stand to duty, which sometimes 
were no more than three in a watch’, lint the 
weather, from being tempestuous, blew a perfect 
hurricane, and indeed some of the sails were so 


bad, that they would have split on attempting to 
loose them from the yards. 

During the first and middle watch ol the night, 
it blew and rained tremendoiisly, and on throwing 
out the topsails to clear off the shore, they were 
immediately blown from the yard. It was, be¬ 
sides, so extremely dark, that the people could 


not see the length of the ship. At lour in the 
morning of Thursday the fourteenth, the ship came 
up with her a-head to the west, so that she was 
then standing off tlie shore. Notvvitlistanding, at 
half past four, she struck abaft on a sunken rock. 

The shock though very great, not being unlike* 
the striking of a heavy sea, such as in the course of 
the preceding storm had often been experienced, 
was thought nothing else. But those on board 
were soon undeceived, by the ship striking, a se^ 

VOL. II. • L 



LOSS OF THE WAGElt 



coud time, more violently than before, which laid 
her on her beam ends, and the sea made a fair 
breach over her. 

Every person who now could stir, was instantly 
on the cpiarter-deck, and even nvany Avere aliTt on 
this occasion, rvliosc laces had hardly hcerj seen 
on deck tor above two months before. Several 
poor wretches, who were in the last stagt* of the 
scurvy, and unable to leave their hammocks, were 
immediately drowned. 

Inthisdreadfulcondition thovessel lay sometime, 
every soul on board looking on I he present m^'nieiit 
as his last, for nothing except rocks anti hp'akers 
were visible all around ; however, a mountainous 
wave threw her of}' the rock Avhere she struck, on 
which she immediately struck lujain, and broke 

t ^ 

her tiller, so that she vyas stciTed with the mum 


and line sheets, casing off one, and 
the other, as she came to, or fell ofl*. 


hawlinu aft 

Hi 


In this terrilying and critical juncture, it would 
have re<]uircd an observer himself Iree from ail 
impressions of danger, to have observed the various 
modes of horror, operating according t(» the va¬ 
rious characters and dis[»osilions of the [leople. 
iliit there weri' some instamtes of conduct so vt rv 
extraordinary, that they cotild not escajx’ the no¬ 
tice of ]>ersoiis yet retaining the use ot their per¬ 
fect smiscs. One man, in particiilur, seemed de¬ 
prived of reason; in the ravings of despair, lie was 
seen 'talking about the deck, flourishing a cutlass 
over his head, and calling himselfthe king of the 


country. He struck every one he came near, nor 
had his companions any other security against his 
violence than knocking him down. Some who 
had before been reduced by long sickness and .scur¬ 
vy, became, as it were, p^*ilied, and bereaved of 
>tais (3 on this occasion, ana were carried to anil 
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fro by the jerks and rolling of the ship, like inani¬ 
mate logs, without making efforts towards aiding 
themselves So terrible was the scene of foaming 
breakers all around, that one of the bravest mini 
on board, dismayed at their appearance, would 
have thrown himself over the rails of the quarter¬ 
deck into the sea, had he not been prevented. 
But there were, at tlie same time, instances of 
those wlic^*retained a presence of mind truly he¬ 
roic. The man at the helm kepi his station though 
both rudder and tiller were gone > and, being ask¬ 
ed by one of the officers, if the ship would steer or 
not, first leisurely made a trial by the wheel, and 
then, answering witli as much respect and cool¬ 
ness as if she had been in safety, applied him¬ 
self with his usual serenity to his duty,, persuaded 
that it <lid not become him to desert it so long as 
the shi[> kept together. Mr Jones, the mate who 
survived both the wreck of the Wager, and al’ter- 
wards that of the Litchfield, on the coast of Bar¬ 
bary, not only slicwed himself undaunted while 
tlie ship was in the most imminent danger, but 
endeavoured to inspire the men witli the same re¬ 
solution. “ Mv friends,” he said, “ let us not be 
discouraged. Did you never see a ship amongst 
breakers before ?—Come, lend a hand; here is a 
sheet, and here is. a brace; lay hold: I don’t 
doubt but we may bring lier yet near enough the 
land to save our lives.” This had so good an ef¬ 
fect, that many who appeared half-dead, seemed 
active again, and now went to work in earnest. 
Mr Jones acted thus merely to keep up the spi¬ 
rits of the peo])le as long as possible j for he often 
afterwards expressed lus opinion that there would 
hof then have been a single man saved. 

'I'hey now ran in between an opening of tlie 
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breakers, strcriiiir bv iho sheets and braces, wheu 
previdcnlially they stuck fast between two great, 
rocks, the one to windward,^ .sliel!<‘r’mg iheui 1 j 7 
some measure frem the vioicnet; of l!u' sea Liu 
maiunmsl and forcnias'l, were imm(‘diai( ly c v 
(lie }>nard, aJid the ; iicet-jineii'>v liTni 'he ; .'h'. 

bul tlic ‘■'hip CotileuK'd I'f.Pi,,; .(■' l. ;< niaiLn 


that It >'as - 

short liir. ,' l^^ue1Mo5■. 

K 

Da> 'lo'u ’'rokt., .!5 
heou c'' y .sia k , 


i.-.- ''oijfd hoit! a ^ 

% 

A 

t tiio 'v ealh'a, " li. •]' h.*(i 
. letinnu; awav tor a .< nio- 


Tneni-', '.‘a« p'-’^p e ti ghiojisc oi land a,* m» 

<<Ie<n distance. Xoth ^ig was iiov\ thought of l>ut 
saving then ll's t.s, hn h< Ian.) did iu)t sieiu alxive 
a nuisket-shol ■ad. (> •ttinu' out llu' boats, how¬ 


ever, was ihetvork ol some lime, as the masts w'ere 
■cTom* 1 the harc^e. cut and vawl, were never- 
theless launched over the gunwale, and so many 
w^re ready to leaj) into the first prepared, that 
she vvas almo.-t overloadeil. The captain now sent 
the barge ashort to see if the place was inhabited, 
hut not r<durning so (piiekly as vvas expected, 
till' yawl v\ as sent afler hei-. 

Mr Byron, a iniil.-^lnpnKt!!, went lo the captain, 
confined to liis ral>in IVointh' a; eidmi he had met 
with, and asked him, wlietiua he would not go on 
shore ; but he answered, as he had done before, 
that he should be the last to leave the ship, and 
ordcMcd Mr Byron to assist in getting out the men 
as sptredily as possible. Mr Byron liad been with 
him ver 3 ' from the time the ship had struck, 
and could not avoid remarking, that he issued his 
orders with as much coohu'ss as ever he had done 
during the former part of the voynige. 

On a sudden tlie scene, which the interior of'the 
sliip had pieviously presented, was greall}’^ cliaug- 
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f(l. Many who, but a few mimitcs belbre, had 
evinced the stronj^est signs of fear, and were on 
iheir knees iin|doring mercy, now conceiving 
th^'mseJvesonl of immediate danger, grew extreme- 
vif)us They broke open etery box and t;hest 
iJe-c Mild reaclj,, stove in the heHd^ of the casks 
o' ,, . „- d iniMiiiy as liu'v were brougid up Uie 

,{!!({ goi t oistplviclv iiilovieated, that 
,:! of tia'in ^ve^<• d!{,\’, iiuarfl- and lay 

(O’ fiboiit M>e dc'. ks for sonu da vs aJd i w ards, 

. »’\ ron uiMitvIovvu to his cbesi.aj t-ii *'idk-head 

tlu wardroom, in order lo save vunx' el arti¬ 
cles if possililo; but vvliile tlu'i'clhe sli p \v;th 
siud) violence, and the water came m so tas', Uial 
h<i wnis forced to gt!t on tiio <jnarler-dock again, 
without saving any thing except what he wore. 

7'li(‘ boati^wain and some oi the people would 
not leave the ship as long as any bquor was to be 
obtained, lliercforeCaptain Cheap allowed himself 
to be assisted out of l>ed, pill into the boat, and 
carried ashore along with the other oflirers. I'he 
master, boatsv/ain, gunner, and carpenter, remain¬ 
ed behind. 


To men thus oti the point of perishing by ship¬ 
wreck, gaining lh(“ sin.re must iiamrally be con¬ 
ceived the higlu'sl (,bjeci ol their wishes. Yet tlie 
situation of those w ho landed in satety was, all 
tilings considered, init little bettircd by the change. 
AVhichever way tlu y looked, a scene ot liorror 
and desolation presented itself: on one side, the 
wreck, witli all they had in the world to subsist 
upon, and a boisterous element, presented a hide¬ 
ous prospect; while on the oilier, tlie bleak and 
barren aspect of the shore, promised no other be¬ 
nefit than merely preservation from the sea. 

Though this could not he denied to be a great 
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and merciful deliverance from iristant destruction^ 
those unfortunate persons had to struggle with 
cold, wot, and hunger, and wanted any visible reme¬ 
dy against them. But exerting themselves against 
the impending evfls, and searching out some shel¬ 
ter for their beniimbe<l and almost helpless limhs, 
tliey discovered an Indian hut in a wood, at a small 
distance from the beach. Into this as many as 
possible crowded themselves, and the night came 
on exceedingly tempestuous and rainy. Here, 
however, their situation was such as to excUnle 
the refreshment which repose would have aflbrded. 
Besides being incommoded for want, of room, they 
were not void of apprehension that they might 
be attacked by the Indians, as they fouml some 
of their lances and other arms in the liut; and 
uiKcrtainty of their force preserved perpt.tual 
anxietv^ 

In this wreteh(}d hovel, a lieutenant of invalids 
died in the course of tiie niglit, and of those who 
for ^^nt of room took shelter uiidei a large tree, 
which proved of little service, two also perished 
through the inclemency of llie weatlier. 

In the morning the calls of hunger, vvhieh had 
hitherto been quelled by more immediate clangers, 
became too imjiortnnate to be resisted. Most ol 
the party had fasted eight-and-furty hours, and se¬ 
veral a greater length of time : thus they examin¬ 
ed into what had been brought asliore, and what 
the land could afford. Only two or three pounds 
of biscuit dust had then been saved, and from the 
badness of the weather, those who ventun'd ahnuid 
w'cre able to kill but a single sea gull, and gather 
some wild celery. T hese }>rov!sions were pnt 
into a pot, w itii a considerable quantity of water, 
and made intu a kind of soup, of which every one 
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partook as far as it ^\ ould go. But no sooner had 
tliey swallowed it, than they were seized with the 
most painful sickness of the stomach, violent vcich- 
iiigs, swoonings, and other .symptoms of being poi¬ 
soned. Thi.s was peribed to various causes, thoogh 
in general to the^ierbs made use of; Jiowever, on 
further isupiiry, it appearcrl that the biscuit dusl, 
w hich was the sweepings of the bread-room, had 
been put into a tobacco bag, the conleiits of which 
not having been entirely cleared out, mixed with 
the biscuit dust, and proved a strong emetic. 

About oue hundiHMi and forty had at this period 
got on shore, but sonic few still continued on board 

the wreck, detained either bv drunkenness, or re- 

. ** 

niaining with tlie view of pillage, and among them 
was the boatswain. They were visileil by an offi¬ 
cer in the yawl, who was to endeavour to prevail 
on them to join the rest; but finding them in the 
greatest disorder, and disposed to mutiny, he was 
obliged to abandon his purpose, and return wdth- 
*>ut them. 

I'hose on shore were strongly induced to make 
a survey of the laud, whereoiT th«*y were llirow’ii, 
yet their exciirsion.s were fimited from an iqiprc- 
hension that the Indians mighl he in the vicinitv. 
So far as tlicy went the ground was morassy and 
unpromising. Tlie spot whicli they occupied was 
a bay formed by hilly promontories; that to the 
north, whicli they called Mount Misery, was so 
1 xceedingly steep, that they were at the labour of 
cutting steps to asctaul, as the sea washing the bot¬ 
tom precluded them from going round it. Mr By¬ 
ron further on, saw some purls of the WTCck drove 
ii^bore in another bay, hut they got no provisions, 
nor even slu'll.fish, which they were cliiefly in 
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que^t of. On that day they had nothing except 
wiid celery. 

The ensuing night proved extremely tempes¬ 
tuous, and the sea running very high, threatened 
those on board wkh destruction from the ship part¬ 
ing asunder. They were then a® solicitous to get 
ashore, as they had before obstinately rejected the 
assistance sent to them. Not finding the boat 
come to their relief at tlie instant they exjiected it, 
without considering that the sea rendered this im¬ 
practicable, they bred one of the quarter-deck 
guns at the hut. 'I he ball passed just over the 
covering, and was plainly heard by the captain 
and others, who were within. Another attempt 
was therefore made to bring these inconsi«Ierate 
people to land i which proved abortive, however, 
owing to the violence ol the sea, and other inq>e- 
dimenls occasioned by the mast lying alongside 
of the wreck. 

Tills unavoidable delay rendered the people on 
board quite outrageous j they knocked every thing 
to pieces that came in the way, and carrying their 
intemperance to the greatest excess, broke open 
chests and cabins for plunder that could be of no 
use to them. So intent were they on their thefts, 
that one man had evidently been murdered on ac¬ 
count of some division of the spoil or for the sake 
of the share that fell to him, as his corpse had all 
the marks oi his having been strangled. 

In the perpetration of such outrages, there was 
one thing to which they were particularly atten¬ 
tive, which \<^as providing themselves with arms 
and ammunition, the better to support their mq^i- 
nouh des.gns. They claimed a total and lawless 
exemption irom the authority of the officers, which 
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they maintained should cease with the loss of the 
ship. But of these arms, which the officers great¬ 
ly needed, they were very soon deprived on com¬ 
ing ashore, by the resolution of Captain Cheap 
and Lieutenant, Hamilton, who held loaded pistols 
to their breasts. (The boatswain, as already ob¬ 
served, was among the mutineers remaining on 
board. Instead of exerting his authority over the 
rest, and ket'ping them within bounds, he was him¬ 
self the riftgleader of the riot. He now appeared 
arrayed in a suit of laced clothes, after being seve¬ 
ral days in the wreck, when, without respect to 
the figure he made, Captain Cheap levelled a blow 
w’ith his cane at him, and felled him to the ground, 
to all appearance dead. On recovering his senses, 
he saw' a cocked pistol in the captain’s hand, 
and offered his naked breast to himwhen the 
captain told him that he deserved to be shot. 

It was scarce possible to refrain from laughter 
at the singular appeara;;ce of the fellows at this 
time come ashore; they had rifled the officers 
chests of their best clothes, and put them over 
their greasy trow'sers and difty check shirts. How¬ 
ever, they were soon stripped of their finery, as 
they had before been of their arms, which they 
very quietly resigned, and then they bore resem¬ 
blance to a set of transported felons. 

As the incessant rains and extreme cold *of the 
climate rendered it necessary to obtain some shel¬ 
ter, for the hut was far too small to contain all the 

y ^ 

people, some other expedient had to be devised. 
Accordingly the gunner, carpenter, and several 
more, turning the cutter keel upwards, and fixing 
her on props, formed no despicable habitation. 
I'here was then more leisure to look after sup¬ 
plies, and the people soon provided themselves 
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with sea-fowl, limpets, mussels, and other shell*, 
fish, ill tolerable abundance. But they were fre¬ 
quently shockedin their researches along the shore, 
to see the mangled corpses of their comrades drove 
in by the surf. •Nevertheless, the calls of hunger 
were so pressing, that they \v,ere glad to shoot 
the carrion crows while preying on the carcases, 
that in their turn they might serve for provision. 

Notwithstanding the htraost industry in this re¬ 
spect, the supply was far short of the ^necessities 
of so many. The wreck was thereibre resorted 
to as frequently as possible, until they sliould I)e 
capable of extending their excursions in search of 
food. Yet itaflbrded only a precarious addition, 
w'hich at best could not be of long duration, whence 
the most frugal economy was practised in dealing 
out the provisions, and several officers always stood 
armed on the beach, as the boats arrived, to pre¬ 
vent the men from embezzling what was brought 
in them. Great difficulties also occurred in these 
visits to the vv’reck, for none of it being above wa- 
lor excepting tUe (|uarter-<!eck, and part of the 
forecastle, the ditlerent articles were })urchased 
by means of lar.;*' hooks fastened to long poles; 
and this occupation was much obstructed by the 
bodies iloaling between decks. 

.in order ti> sedire what had thus been obtained, 
Captrfin Clieap onlered a store-tent to be erect¬ 
ed near his hut, from which nothing should be 
dealt, uidess in a certain measure and proportion. 
The petty officers were appointed to watch the 
tent by night, which was a severe duty on them, 
as they M ere engaged all day in quest of food; and 
were therefore ordered to divide the task ccpially 
among them, that the burden might be lightened. 

Notwithstanding their utmost vigilance, freqvfeiit 
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robberies were committed on the stores, the tent hew¬ 
ing in more than one place accessible; and one 
night when Mr Byron had the watch, hearing 
some motion within, he came unawares on the tluei, 
and presenting a pistol to his breast, obliged him to 
submit to be tied up to a post until he had an op¬ 
portunity of securing him more effectually. Spite 
of this, the depredations continued, which render¬ 
ed it indispensable to punish the perpetrators with 
the utmost rigour. 

The proportions that might be afforded were so 
small, that even with, what could be found along 
the coast, many perished of absolute hunger. A 
boy, when nothing else could be found, having 
picked up the liver of one of the drowned men,, 
whose carcase had been dashed to pieces against 
the rocks, could be with diHiculty withheld from 
making a meal of it. The shore was searched both 
niglit and day, and those who were less alert, or for- 
imiale than their neighbours, if they did not actual¬ 
ly perish of hunger, were driven to the utmost ex¬ 
tremity. It was only on the 25lh of May that pro¬ 
visions first began to be regidarly served out from 
the store-tent, while the shipwreck happened on 
the l4th. 

On the 20lh of May, the long-boat was got out 
by cutting away the gunwale of the wreck, and 
several men were then found drowned in it; and 
the decks were continued to be scuttled, in order 
to come at the contents below. While engaged in 
tlrese operations, thr ee canoes with Indians, came 
alongside'the wreck, from around a point at la¬ 
goons to the southward. . It was some tinie before 
they could be induced to enter on any intercourse 
with the people of the Wager. Ai length, on re¬ 
ceiving presents of cloth and other things, they al- 
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lo^ved themselves to be conducted to the captain i 
they then bartered for a dog or two, which those 
on shore roasted and ate, and they had some very 
fine large mussels in their canoes. 

It was evideiit that these savages had never seen 
■ white men before; their language was quite unin¬ 
telligible, and their clothing the skins of beasts, 
or a covering formed of feathers interwoven They 
departed, and in a short time afterwards returned, 
bringing three sheep, of which animars there was, 
no appearance in all the surrounding country, 
whence it was conjectured that they had been 
brought from a great distance originally. 

It was now ascertained, that the place of the ship¬ 
wreck was about ninety leagues to the northward 
of the western mouth of the Straits of Magellan, in 
latitude between 47 and 48“ south. I’lie Cordil¬ 


leras could plainly be seen from it, and by two la¬ 
goons stretching north and south, it was supposed 
to be an island. From the inland part appearing 
impracticable, on account of woods, and from the 
necessity of procuring subsistence, no extensive 
excursions could yet.be undertaken. 

Meantime the clifficulties with which the people 


were pressed, the uncertainty of relief, and their 
great indiscretion, which from the first prevailed, 
began to be more openly manifested, by discontent 
and insubordination. This was exhibited in some 


by their separating from th<; habitations already 
established; and in others, by a resolution to leave 
the captain, and without any settled or definite 
plan, to make a wild journey by themselves.*' 
Within three weeks from the dale of the wreck. 


ten men deserted, who after rambling up and down 
the woods for some time, and finding it impossible 
to advance, further, as they were evidently on an 
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lisland, which they had at, first conceived, returned, 
and settled about a league distant from the others. 
They were still resolved to get to the main land, if 
they could obtain craft suitable to their purpose; 
but before they did so, the armourer, and one of 
the carpenter’s crew, both very useful men, were 
persuaded to return to their duty.. 'The rest, all 
except one or two, having built a punt, and having 
converted ^part of one of the ship’s masts into a ca¬ 
noe, went away up the lagoons, and were never 
more heard ofl*. The separation of these people was 
not to be regretted ; they^ were a factious and des¬ 
perate set of men, and there was great reason to 
believe that James Mitchell, one of them, had per¬ 
petrated no less than two murders, the first on the 
person found strangled on board, and.the second 
on the body of a man who was discovered among 
some bushes on Mount Misefy, stabbed in a shock¬ 
ing manner. On the day of their desertion, they 
plotted blowing up the captain in his hut, along 
with the surgeon and Lieutenant Hamilton of the 
marines: they were with difficulty dissuaded'fi:om 
it by one less wicked than the rest; and half a bar¬ 
rel of powder, together with the train, were found 
actually laid. 

But an unfortunate event, which soon after fol* 
lowed, inflamed the ])eople, already, tiio much dis¬ 
posed to mutiny, to the highest degree. Mr Co¬ 
zens, a midshipman, was confined for intoxica¬ 
tion, and behaved to the captain in a manner high¬ 
ly disrespectful and insolent, insomuch, that the 
captain liad previously struck him with his cane. 
On attempting again to strike him, when in con¬ 
finement, the sentinel told the captain, he should 
strike no prisoner of his, and Cozens being riotous, 
was soon after released. A day or two afterwards. 
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he had a dispute with the surgeon, which ended in 
blows; and the surgeon was so much the stronger of 
the two that he tied his hands behind his back and 
left him. Probably he was kept heated with liquor, 
and edged on by ill-designing persons, because 
when sober, he enjoyed universal repute for good¬ 
nature. The captain had then a consultation Avitli 
the officers, concerning the turbulence of the peo¬ 
ple, when the gunner and the carpenter endeavour¬ 
ed to persuade him, that those in their tent, consist¬ 
ing of eighteen of the stoutest men among them, 
were generally well affected; however, there is great 
reason to believe, from all concurring circum¬ 
stances, that there was no general bond of concord 
among any particular set. 

A little time after this, at the hour of serving pro¬ 
visions on the 10th of June, Mr Cozens was at the 
store-tent; and lately having had a quarrel with 
the purser, new words arose between them. The 
latter told him he was come to mutiny, and with¬ 
out further ceremony, discharged a pistol at his 
head, which would have shot him, had not the 
cooper canted up thu purser’s elbow at the mo¬ 
ment. Lieutenant Hamilton hearing the report, 
ran out with a firelock, and calling the captain out 
of his hut, told him Cozens was come to mutiny; 
the captain running out, inquired where the villain 
was, and presenting a pistol, without asking any 
questions, immediately shot him through the heath 
Cozens fell, and lay on the ground weltering in 
his blood. He remained sensible, took Mr By¬ 
ron by the hand,- and also several others, shaking 
his head as if he meant to bid them farewell. 

The people alarmed by the noise of the fire¬ 
arms, ran out of their tents, and though they dis¬ 
guised tiieir senlimenls for the present, were ex- 
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Ircmely exasperated, for Cozens was much be¬ 
loved by tlie whole of them. Their minds were 
now in such a state, that it was reasonable to ex¬ 
pect some desperate attempt would ensue. The 
unhappy victim, who lay bathed his own blood 
on llie ground before them, seemed to absorb their 
whole attention; the eyes of all were fixed upon 
him, and visible marks^of the deepest concern ap¬ 
peared in the countenances of the spectators. His 
^messmates'begged the captain’s permission, that 
the sufferer might be removed to their tent, which 
he, still resenting the mutinous design, refused •, 
and after the surgeon’s mate had extracted the ball 
from his head, he was allowed to languish some 
days on the ground, with no other covering than a 
bit of canvas thrown over some bushes, where he 
died. 

The captain, after the deed was done, addressed 
the people, assembled together by his command, 
and told them that he was resolved to retain his au¬ 
thority over them as usual, and that it remained aS 
mucli in force as ever. He then ordered them all 
to return to their respective tents, with which they 
instantly com\)lied. This event, however, contri¬ 
buted to.lessen him in the regard of the people. 

As the long-boat had been ix^covered from the 
wreck, it was judged expedient to enlarge her, for 
the purpose of enabling those who were willing 
to leave such a desolate island. She was there¬ 
fore hauled up on the eighteenth of June, put on 
two blocks, an<l sawed in two, and lengthened a- 
* bout twelve feet in the keel. All who could be 
spared from the iiidispensable task of procuring 
subsistence were employed in assisting the cai'pen- 
ter, by shaping and fitting timber. The weather 
having lately been very tempestuous, the wreck 
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worked much, and discharged a great quanti' 
1y of its contents, which were everywhere dis¬ 
persed about the sliore; and parties, going up the 
lagoons, likewise sometimes succeeded in shooting 
sea-fowl. 

On the twenty-fifth, fifty Indians, men, wo¬ 
men, and children, in five canoes, came to set¬ 
tle with the Wager’s people, and immediately be¬ 
gan to build four wigwams. Their canoes were 
laden with seal, shell-fish, and four sheep; and , 
their presence might have been of great use, but 
the seamen, being now under little or no controul, 
endeavoured to seduce their wives, which gave 
such offence among them, that they departed in a 
fortnight, carrying every thing along with them. 

From the progress of the long-boat, the people 
now began to think of the course they should take 
in getting home ; and having obtained Sir John 
Narborough’s Voyage from Captain Cheap, they 
conceived that it should be by the Straits of Ma¬ 
gellan. The captain’s opinion was different, as 
he planned going northwards, seizing a ship from 
the enemy, and joining the commodore of the 
squadron. 

After the Indians went away, the distresses of 
the people for want of food, increased by tlje bad¬ 
ness of the weather, became insupportable. Their 
number, at first one hundred and forty-five, was 
reduced to an hundred, chiefly by famine, which 
'vas cruelly urgent on the survivors. Mr Byron 
had built a small hut, fit to contain only himself 
and a poor Indian dog, whitdi he had found stray- - 
ing in the woods. The animal became extremely 
- attached to him, and watched his hut, where he suf¬ 
fered no one to enter. At low water h * provided 
for himsell, bv feedinsr on limnets alonsr the shore. 
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Now, however, when Mr Byron was at home with 
his dog, a party came to the door, telling him their 
necessities were such, that they must cat the dog, 
or starve. In spite of Mr Byron’s desire to pre¬ 
serve the faithful animal, they took him away by 
force and killed him. He then, thinking himself 
entitled to at least as good a share as the rest, sal 
down with them and partook of their repast. Three 
weeks afterwards, recollecting the spot where the 
dog was killed, he went to it, and was glad to 
• make a meal of the paws and skin, which were 
thrown aside and rotten. 

The urgent calls of hunger put the men to many 
shifts in endeavouring to satisfy it. The boal- 
stvain’s mate having got a w'aler puncheon, scut¬ 
tled it; then lashing two logs, one on each side, 
to it, he went to sea in this extraordinary and ori¬ 
ginal piece of embarkation. Thus he would fre¬ 
quently provide himself with wdld-fowl wdien all 
the rest were starving ; and the weather was batl 
indeed when it deterred him from adventuring. 
Sometimes he would be absent a whole day., At 
last he was unfortunately overset by a heavy sea, 
when at a great distance from shore j but, being 
near a rock, though no swimmer, he contr’ved to 
scramble to it. There he remained two days wdtli 
little prospect of relief, as he was too far off’ the 
land to be visible. Luckily, however, a boat hap¬ 
pening to go that way in quest of wild-fowl, dis¬ 
covered his signals, and rescued him from his for¬ 
lorn condition. Yet, he w'as so little discouraged 
by this accident, that* soon after, he procured an 
' ox’s hide, and, by the assistance of hoops, fashion¬ 
ed s^jmetblng like a canoe, in w'hich he made se¬ 
veral successful voyages. 

VOL. II. 
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That region was visitid V>y almost incessant 
tempests, likely to he productive of disastrous con¬ 
sequences. Nevertheless, the people availed them¬ 
selves of every opportunity atlbrderl by fair wea¬ 
ther. Mr Hyroivand two others having gone on an 
excursion in a wretched punt of iheir own making, 
had no sooner landed at a high rock than the punt 
was driven loose by a sudden squall. If one of 
the men with him had not, at the risk of his 
life, leapt into the sea and swam to her, in all ]jro- 
bahiliiy they would have perished, as the rock was 
three leagues from lain!. 

AVhen the long boat was nearly finished, a par¬ 
ty consisting of fourteen, among whom were Mr 
6yron and the gunner, went to reconnoitre in the 
barge. Going ashore at the distance of .‘•everal 
leagues, they })itched a bell-tent carried along with 
them, which not being lai ge enough to cotitain the 
whole party, four occupied the skeleton of a u ig- 
watn, about two nnles distant. This they covered 
with «.pa-weed to witidvvard, and lay down to sleep. 
They had not lain long before one of the party 
was disturbed by the blowing of some animal at 
his face, and, on opening his ('yes, he was not a 
little astonished to see, by the glimmering of the 
fire, a large beast standing over him. lie bad 
presence of mind, however, to snatch a brand from 
the fire, which was now very low, and lhru.sl it at 
the nose of the animal, which then made off. This 
done, he awakened his companions, and, with hor¬ 
ror in l)is countenance, related his narrow c.scai^e 
from being devoured. Nolwithstandiiig the ap¬ 
prehension of another visit from the animal, they 
composed themselves to sleep, and pas.sed the pight 
undisturbed. Next morning they traced the im- 
]»rossion of the animal’s foot, which was large. 
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round, and well furnished with claws, towards the 
bell-tent, in considerable anxiety for the safety of 
their friends. They also, it was found, had been 
visited by the same unwelcome guest, which they 
had driven away by a similar expedient. 

The party returning to Wager’s Island, found 
that six canoes of Indians had been there during 
their absence, and had brought some supplies of 
provisions along wdth them. But the murmur!ngs 
and dissatisfaction of the people had also, in that 
interval, arose to a great extent. They held fre- 
<juent assemblies and cabals together, which ended 
in a written declaration, on the 4th of August, that 
they considered the safest passage homeward by 
the Straits of Magellan. They strongly urged the 
c aptain’s aequieseence t6 this plan, after present¬ 
ing him with their resolution, and although he 
did not strenuously oppose it, yet, when they be¬ 
gan to stipulate that he should be under certain 
restrictions in respect to his command during the 
voyage, and do nothing without consulting his offi¬ 
cers, he insisted ctn the full exercise of his autho¬ 
rity as before. , 

The people then, carrying their mutinous de¬ 
signs to the utmost extremity, resolved to deprive 
the captain of his command; and, being in arms 
on the ‘28lh of August, respecting the punishment 
of depredators from the stores, gave three cheers 
while the captain was consulting with the officers, 
calling out for England, and sailing by the Straits 
of Magellan. The captain, hearing the noise, is- 
sped from the tent, and was informed of their de¬ 
sign to take the command from him, and bestow 
it on the lieutenant. On which he exclaiimd, in 
an authoritative tone, “ Who is he that will take 
the command from me ?” and, turning to the lieu- 
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tenant, said, “ Is it you, Sir ?” But the lieutenant, 
dismayed by the ca^itain’s aspect, and growing as 
pale as ashes, answered, “ No, Sir.” On this the 
mutineers returned to the c.aj)tHin of marines, and 
informed him that the lieutenant had declined the 
command. 

But all order and discipline were entirely at an 
end, and soon afterwards another device wasatlopl- 
ed to w'rest the command from the captain. They 
determined to seize him for having kKled Cozens, 
the midshipman, and carry him to Knghmd a pri¬ 
soner along with them. Accordingly, their pro¬ 
ject was executed on the 9th of October, wlien, 
well aware of his resolution and intrepidity, tlicy 
rushed into his tent in a body, surprised him in 
the morning in bed, and carrictl him, exposed to 
insult on the way, to the, purser’s tout. 

A few days afterwards the captain sent for the 
gunner, and, learning the intention of carrying 
him a pri.soner to England, said that he had rather 
be shot than carried ott’ a prisoner, and that he 
would not go olfwilh them, and d( sired the gun¬ 
ner to ask the people to let him remain on the 
island. This tiiev readily assented to ; and Lieu- 

^ 4/ ’ 

tenant Hamilton of the* marines, and the surgeon, 
cho?e to slay with him. Tin* mntimers also al- 
iowexl him an etpial proportion of provisions as 
themselves, and tliey left the same proportion for 
eight deserters, and also some arms and ammnni- 
lioi). riiey then conferred the command on Lieu- 
leoaut Beans, and .set sail, to the number oheighty- 
one persons, in the long-boat, cutler, and barge, 
on ihe i3tli of October 1741. 

Coasting along, they sjjlit the foresail of one of 
the boats, and in two days it was thought neces¬ 
sary to return, to send back the barge to the place 
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of the wreck to recover some canvas, as plenty 
had been left behind. Mr Byron had pre-de»er- 
mined to leave the people enibarkerl, and therefore 
made one of those in the barge. In the course of 
this excursion, all those in the barge with him de¬ 
clared they had the same intention of returning. 
They were gladly received by Captain Cheap on 
their arrival at the island. With his permission, 
Mr Byron walked through woods and swamps a- 
cross the country' to ask the people in the long¬ 
boat for the usual proportion of provisions, which 
they refused, and threatened to go back and take 
the barge away by force. 

As the captain was relieved, by the departure 
of the long-boat, from the riotous applications, 
menaces, and disturbance of an unruly crew, and 
his strength increased by the accession of so many 
who had left them, he began to consider seriously 
of putting his [)lan of going to the northward in 
execution. A message w'as therefore sent to the 
deserters, who had settled on the other side of a 
lu ighhouring lagoon, to learn whether they were 
inclined to join in the nndertL>king. They readily 
agreed to it, and the number of persons in all thus 
amounted to tweulv. But the only boats remain- 
ing to carry them oil'were the barge and the yawl, 
both very crazy bottoms; the broadside of the lat¬ 
ter was entirely out, and the former had suflfered 
greatly from the had weather she had gone through. 
Now the carpenter was gone, there was great dif¬ 
ficulty in repairing them ; however, the people 
managed to patch them together so as to be fit for 
a voyage. 

m/ 

The Indians once more appeared, from whose 
prcsenci? they hope^^l their necessities for provisions 
vvonhl derive some relief, but they were become so 
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mercenary, as to part with nothing without a stiii- 
ahle return, which tlie people had not to give. 
Their stock was also diminished by the depreda¬ 
tions of three of their own number, two of wdiom 
were apprehended, but the third made his escape 
to the woods. This theft was looked on as a hein¬ 
ous crime j the captain, therefore, ordered the de- 
Jinrpients to be severely flogged, and then banish¬ 
ed to an island at some distance. However, be¬ 
fore the latter part of the sentence* could bo put in, 
execution, one of the two fled ; the other was put 
on a barren island, void of all shelter. Those who 
carried him thither, though contrary to'order, 
patched up a kind of hut for him, kindled a fire, 
and left him to shift for himself. In two or three 
days, going to the island with some little refresh¬ 
ment, such as their miserable circumstances would 
admit,* and intending to bring him off, they found 
the poor wrtech dead and stiff. 

Mr Byron ^vas reduced to the lowest ebb by 
disease, and the vile substances on which he fed 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger. A weed called 
slaugh, fried in the tollow of candles, and wild- 
cclcry, were his only fare. But the occurrence of 
a fair day, rare in that climate, enabled him and 
his companions to get off to the wreck, the botloni 
of which alone remained. There they had the 
good fortune to hook up three casks of beef, a 
most seasonable supply when a stale of abholute 
famine prevailed. The whole w’as equally divid¬ 
ed, and they soon recruited their lo>1 health and 
strength. 

On the 15th of December, they left the islnnd. 
Captain Cheap, Mr Byron, the surgeon, and nine 
men being in the harge, and^deutonant Hamil¬ 
ton, Mr Campbell, a midshipman, and six men in 



MAN-OF-WAR. 


185 


the yawl. They sleereU fov a cape or head-land, 
apjiarentiy twenty or thirty leagues distant; hut a 
great swell and heavy gale soon came on, and they 
could no longer keep the head of the boats to the 
cape : the men were obliged to’sit close together 
to windward to receive the seas on their backs, 
anfl prevent tliem from filling the boats, which 
was every rnornent expected. They were fore d 
to throw every thing overboard to lighten the boats j 
all the b&ef, and even the grapnel, to save them 
from sinking. Night was approaching, and they 
were fast driving towards a lee shore, where Itic 
sea broke in the most friglilfnl inalincr; No one 
conceived that the boats could live in such a sea. 
In this situation they neared tiie land, expecting 
to he beat to [licces by the first breaker, when 
they perceived a .small opening between the rocks, 
which introduced them to a harbour as smootli as 
a mill-oond. The yawl had got there previously, 
and the Joy of both parlies was extreme at meet¬ 
ing again after so unlooked-for a dt liverance. 

I'lK'y got on shore, hut Ihougli wet ami shiver¬ 
ing, wi're obliged to pass fbe night wanting fire ; 
and the frost coming on with morning, it was im¬ 
possible to get a moment’s sleej). All the provi¬ 
sion being lost,and notliingto he found here, iliey 
put to se.a, and reached a small swampy island, 
whert.* bad weather confined them several days. 

riiey' continued running along the coast, gene¬ 
rally w'ithout any thing to eat excejit sea-tangle ; 
ami at length ate the shoes from their feet, winch 
consisted of raw seal skin. Soon after what they 
judged to be Clirislmas dayg the weather being t .x- 
treinely bad, all hands went ashore, except two m 
each boat, who were left as boat-keepers. Air 
By ron was on iliis duty along with aiiotlicr man, 
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and ihe.yawl lay between them and the shore at a 
grapnel. Through the night it blew extremely 
hard, and a great sea tumbled in on the shore; 
those in the barge, overcome by fatigue, fell asleep. 
At last Mr Byron was awakened by the excessive 
inolion of the boat, and the roaring of the breakers 
around him; and at the same time, he heard a 
slirieking as of persons in distress, Then look¬ 
ing out, he saw the yawl overset by a sea, and siie? 
soon afterwards disappeared. DreadingHhe same 
fate, he and his companions struggled to row the 
barge without the breakers, and there letting go 
their grapnel,'lay the whole of the next day starv¬ 
ing with hunger and cold. 

The day following the weather admitted of theii 
going near the stiore, when their companions threw 
them some seal’s liver, which they greedily de¬ 
voured. But after sutfering severely from execs 
sive sickness, their whole skin peeled olf Irom head 
to foot. Whilst the others wcia; on shore, Lieute¬ 
nant Hamilton met with a sea lion, and tircfl a 
brace of balls into its bodv- The animal on this 
turned open-mouthed ypon him, and lit; quickly 
fixing his ba 3 'onet, thrust it down its throat with 
considerable part of the barrel ol his gun, whicli the 
creature bit asunder, with as much apparent ease 
as if it had been a twig, and then got clear oil. 

The yawl thus being lost, and the barge too 
small to carry ort'all the men, it was imlispensable 
to leave four of them behind, indeed trorii the 


fatigues, dangers, and 
it was almost a matter 


distresses alreadv endured, 
of iiidiirerence to the others 


M bet her to embark, or take their chance in this 


country. Four marines remained, to whom arms, 
ammunition, and some necessaries, were distribut¬ 
ed. At parting they stood on the beach, and gave 
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three cheers to their comrades j and a short time 
after they were seen helping one another over a 
hideous tract of rocks. In all probability they 
met a miserable end. 

The rest of the adventurers roVing along still 
made an attempt to double the cape in view. A 
terrible sea was running there, breaking at more 
than half a mile from the shore ; the swell carried 
tl)e barge in upon the breakers, and it was with 
. the utmosf difficulty that the people could row her 
oir again. They found it im})Ossible to double the 
cajje, and after remaining all night at the hay, 
where their four companions had left them, they 
determined to return to \^ager’s Island. 

Here they were so fortunate as to kill some seals, 
which served for stock, and then proceeded on 
their voyage. This stock did not last the whole 
time, and the last three or four days they fed only 
on sea-weed and tangle. They arrived, after hav¬ 
ing been out on this fruilles.s expedition exactly two 
months. To theirsurpri.se, one of the huts was found 
nailed up, and on breaking it open, they concluded 
from the iron work collected within, that the In¬ 
dians had been there. On further examination, 
they found thrown aside, in the hushes behind one 
of the huts, some pieces of seal, which, though 
juilrid, they did not rejecl.* 

'J'he next thing which the people very seriously 
set about, was going to Mount Misery, to bury 
the corpse of the murdered person aireadj' alluded 
to : for having neglected this necessary tribute, the 
■men assigned all their ill suc( ess on the late expe¬ 
dition. 

This unfortunate company were again driven to 
the greatest necessities, <(vviiig to the extreme bad 
Aveallier, which precluded lliem from obtaining 
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food Wild celery was the sole article they could 
procure, which raked their stomachs instead of as¬ 
suaging their hunger j and as a palliation of the 
misery they endured already, the last resource of 
sacrificing one for preservation of the rest began 
to be mentioned in whispers. In fact, there were 
some among them, who from constantly eating 
their food raw, were little better than cannibals. 

Ha[tpily, the execution of this proposal was 
prevented, by Lieutenant Hamilton finding some 
pieces of rotten beef cast up by the sea at a dis¬ 
tance from the tents, which he generotisly brought 
and distributed among his companions. About fif¬ 
teen days after their retiii n, a party of Indians came 
in two canoes, and were astonished to find them 
again. Among tiiem was a chief, or cacique, of 
the tribe of the Chonos, who live in the neig ibour- 
hood of Chdot, He spoke the Spanish latiguage, 
but with such a savage accent, as almost to Itc un¬ 
intelligible. Mr Elliot the surgeon, being master 
of a few Spanish words, contrived to explain that 
thi' design of the Wager’s people was to reach some 
ol the Spanish settlements, but that they were unac¬ 
quainted with the safest way, or what track would 
afford subsistence during the journey. Further, 
he signified that if ihc^chief would undertake to 
conduct them in the haf^ge, he should have it, and 
evt'iy thing in it tor his trouble. Fo these condi¬ 
tions, the cacique, after much persuasion, agreed. 

Af ( ordingU, he and^ his servant accompanied 
the remainder of the Wager’s p«'oplo, being lliir- 
tciill the barge. Sixtet n, it is true, had ari 
rived from their expedition, but two of lliese 
had siut;e perislied of hunger; and a third, a ma¬ 
rine, having committed theft, ran ofl'to the \Aood.s 
to esca[>c punishment, and was never again heard 
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of. The two Indian canoes followed them: in one 
was a savage with his two wives, who had an air 
of dignity superior to the rest, atid had a separate 
hut during his residence in Wager’s Island. Tlie 
others seemed to pay him extraordinary resj)ect; 
but in two or tliree nights, lie went somewhere 
to the southward. 

On the second day, the barge reached the bot¬ 
tom of a^reat bay, wliere the cacique had left his 
wife and two children in a hut; and in two or three 
da^^s, which were employed in anxionsly search¬ 
ing for shell-fish along the coast, the; English em¬ 
barked, accompanied by the Indian family. The 
cacique conducted them to a river, wliere the cur¬ 
rent was so rapid, that after struggling hard to get* 
up, they w’ere obliged to return. Mr Byron had 
hitherto steered the boat; but one of the men drop¬ 
ping down, and <lying qf fatigue, he was obliged 
to take his oar. While thus engaged, John Bos¬ 
nian, who was considered the stoutest man among 
them, fell from his seat under .the thwarts, com¬ 
plaining that his strength was quite exhausted from 
want of food, and that he should soon ex[)ire. 
While he lay in this manner, he Avould, every noiv 
and then, break out into the mbsl pathetic wishes 
for some little sustenance, expressing, that two or 
three mouthfuls might be tlie means of saving bis 
life. At this lime, the captain had a large piece 
of boiled seal by him, and was the only one in pos¬ 
session of any thing like a meal. But they were 
become so hardened to the sulKrings of others, 
from their own, and so mneh familiarized to si¬ 
milar scenes of miser}', ijiat the jioor man’s dying 
entreaties were vain. Mr Byron sat ncxi him 
when he dropped, and having about five or s'X 
dried shell-fish in his pocket, put one Irom time 
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to lime In Ins mouth, which only served to pro¬ 
long his misery. From this, however, death re¬ 
leased him, soon after his benefactor’s little sup* 
ply was exhausted. For him, and the other man, 
a grave was made in the sand. 

It wouUl have greatly redounded to the tender¬ 
ness and humanity of Captain C’heap, if he had 
remitted .somewhat of that attention which he tes¬ 
tified to self-preservation, and spared in t\iosc exi¬ 
gencies what miglit have been wanted, consistent¬ 
ly with bis own necessities. He had better oppor¬ 
tunities of recruiting his .stock than the others, for 
liis^ank was an inducement to the Indian guide to 
supply him, when he could not find a bit of atjy 
*thing for the rest. On the evening of the same day, 
he produced a large piece of boileil seal, of which 
he suffered no one, except the surgeon, to partake. 
His fellow-oflic'ers did no> expect it, as they hiid 
a few small mussels and herbs to eat; hut the men 
could not suppre.ss the greatest indignation at his 
neglect of the deceased, saying, that lie deserved 
to he deserted for such savage conduct. 

The caciipie departed in the canoe, along with 
his family, iti (]Uest of some seal; which excur¬ 
sion would last thi'f e or four days. This inter\al 
the English emjdoyed in traversing the coast for 
shell-fish, hill nu eting with bad success, they re¬ 
turned tow aids the barge. Six of the men, how¬ 
ever, and the cacique’.s servant, having advanced a 
few pn”es before the others, got into the barge and 
put off, leaving their unfortunate companions over- 
wliehm-d with aMoiiisImient at their treachery. 

All the difficulties hitherto experienced, seemed 
light in I'oinparison vn ilh a blow .^o unexpected; for 
iiwlepeiident ul being thus betrayed, everything 
that miglit liave contributed to preserve their lives 
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was carried away in the boat. Wlicn the cacique ar¬ 
rived, his tirst question Ws concerning the barge 
and his servant; and concluding from the unsatisfac¬ 
tory answers, that the latter had been murdered, he 
began to dread that the same fate awaited himself 
and liis family. He was assured notvvitlistanding, 
that the servant would return, which altered his de¬ 
termination of speedy departure. Fortunately, it 
happened by chance as had been said, for the Indian 
contriver! to make his escape from the barge, and 
returned overland, by ways impervious to any one 
but such as himself. 

Being <leprivcdof the stipiilated reward, another 
was substituted, in a fowling-piece of Mr Bvron’s, 
and some little articles belonging to Ca])tain Cheap. 
As they were then on an island, jt was st^ltied 
that the canoe should be hauled across to a bay on 
the other side, from whence the caciqnc should go 
in <juest of some othef^ndiaus, whom he expected 
to join him; but as it would’*t;arrv^ no more than 
three or four persons, he thought it advisable to 
take only Captain Cheap and Mr Byron along 
with him, and leave his wife and children behind 
as hostages, with their companions. 

Mr B\ ron had to assist in rowing the canoe, 
and alter tw o days hard labour, they landed at night 
near six or seven wigwams. The cacique con¬ 
ducted Captain Cheap into one of them, hut Mr 
Byron was left to shift for himself. lie ventured 
to creep into the next m igwam on his hands and 
knees, for the rioors of these buildings are too low 
to admit of any other kind of entrance. There lie 
found two women, one y^uiig and handsome for 
an Indian, the other old and hideous; he sat down 
by the fire to dry his rags, and they began to laugh 
and chatter immoderately. But observing his cold 



190 


LOSS OF THE WAGER 


and wet condilion, they seemed to have compas¬ 
sion for^ him, and the old woman going out, return¬ 
ed with a quantity of wood for the fire. He then 
signified his desire, that they would extend their 
hospitality a little farther, and bring him some¬ 
thing to eat; on which, the young one rummaging 
below some pieces of bark, in a corner of the u ig- 
wam, produced a fine large fish. Having made a 
meal of this, he lay down to sleep on .some dry 
boughs which they spread for him, and on awak¬ 
ing, found that the young woman had earefidly 
covered him with a piece of blanket, made of the 
down of birds, wliicli is usually wore aho\it the 
waist by the Avonien. 

All the men of this village,•excc])t onr; or two, 
were absent on an expedition, either of war or 
hunting; their return was soon expected, and in 
the mean time, Mr Byron enjoyed good fare, pro^ 
vided for him by his two hbstes.ses. 'I'he occiq)a- 
tioii of the women' 'being to provide fish, ho ac¬ 
companied the e two in a canoe, which vva.s at¬ 
tended by three others. When in about eight 
or ten fathom water, they lay on their oars, and 
the-youngest of the two women, taking a basket 
between her tc(!th, dived to the bottom, where 
she remainorl a surprising time. After filling 
it with sea eggs, she rose to the surface, and de¬ 
livering it to the rc.st of the women in the canoe, 
they emptied it of its conteiits. Then taking a 
sliorl time to breathe, she went down again, and 
repeated the same several times in the course of 
half an hour. The water was extremely cold, and 
when the divers returned to the boats, they seem¬ 
ed quite bouumhed; however, they continued 
rowing until towards evening, when they landed 
'^n a pf'int, here iliev erected wdgwams. Here 
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Mr Byron enjoyed the hospitality of the two wo¬ 
men as before; but bavins; embarked in two days 
again, they landed, and then descried the canoes 
of the men returning from their expedition. The 
alteration which tlieir arrival was to produce in 
the state of aflUirs, was presaged by the melan¬ 
choly visible in the countenance of his young 
hostess; and she endeavoured to express herself 
very earnestly to him, though his ignorance of 
the language prevented him from understanding 
•her 

When the men came ashore, she and the old 
woman apjjroached an t'lderly Indian man of a re- 
markal>ly stern and forbidding appearance, which 
was evinced by the signs of dread apparent in them. 
He seerne«i to be a cliief or cacique, and the two 
Indian women proved to be his wives. His dissatis¬ 
faction was (learlv shown after some conversation; 
and presently breaking into a savage furv, he 
took np the voting woman itrt r t y wmi e?and brutally 
(lashed her against the ground. Mr Byron was 
forced, with regret, to behold the injuries inflicted 
on bis ijenefactress, and he could* hardily re.strain 
his restaitinenl; but the apprehension of adding 
fuel to the flame, and his peculiar situation, pre¬ 
vented him from interposing. 

The caei(jnc now carried Captain Cheap and Mr 
B\ roll hai'k to their companions, intimating that 
the same Indians they saw would join tliem in a 
few days, Avheii they should all set out in a body 
to the northward. They found the surgeon, Mr 
Elliot, in a had way, an<l Lieutenant Hamilton 
"and Mr Campbell almost starved. Their only food 
w'as a sparing supply of sea eggs, brought up by 
the wif(' of the cac ique, which she dealt out with 
as much haughtiness as to slaves. Captain Cheap’- 
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conduct contributed to keep them in an abject si¬ 
tuation, and they endured many hardships from 
that alone. These were somewhat relieved by the 
arrival of the Indians and a more plentiful supply 
of provisions obtained, consisting both of birds and 
seal. In the distribution of their favours, liow- 
ever, they testbed much caprice; yet the two wo¬ 
men who had formerly been so hospitable to him 
still contrived to relieve his necessities in secret, 
and even at the utmost hazard of their own safety. 
Though the toil and danger of procuring food lies 
entirely wdlh the women, they are not allowed to 
touch any portion of it until the husband is satis¬ 
fied, and then he assigns them w'hat is, in general^ 
but a very scanty portion, and such as he cannot 
himself consume. They exercise an arbitrary and 
despotic powx'r over their wives. 

About tlie mid<lle of March, the Wager’s people 
embarked along with tVye Indians : no two of them 
were put int'o^tlic same canoe. The oar fell to the 
lot of Mr Campbell and Mr Byron : Lieutenant 
Hamilton could not row’, and Captain Cheap was 
out of the guestion. The surgeon lay at the bottom 
of the canoe in which be was put, and died in the 
course of the sam(' day. He was a strong, active 
young man, and, at setting out, promised the fairest 
to survive, and had undergone an iiilinite degree 
of fatigue; but at last died, as many bad done be¬ 
fore him, of absolute starvation. His comrades 
scraped a hole in the sand to receive his body. 

After crossing a great bay, the canoes were emp¬ 
tied, and carried over a small neck of land io a 
river, up which they rowed two or three days, 
when they came to a carrying-place. The Indiaiiii 
had provided themselves with seal; but Mr Byron^ 
’ and most of the others, had nothing but a disagree-> 
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able tasted root, on which nourishment Mr Byron 
had been three days at the oars. His shirt had now 
rotted off by bits, and his clothes,-which were few, 
were quite in rags. 

The canoes were taken to pieces, and each man 
and woman of the party, except Captain Cheap, 
had something to carry. Mr Byron had a piece of 
wet heavy canvas to carry for him, in which was 
wrapped a piece of putrid seal, which had that morn¬ 
ing been g^ven to him by some of the Indians. The 
* way was through a thick wood and quagmire, often 
taking them up to the knees, and stumps of trees in 
the water obstructing their progress; their feet 
were wounded, besides, with the ruggedness of the 
ground. Mr Byron, whose load was equal to what 
a strong healthy man might have carried, was left 
behind by two Indians who accompanied him. 
Alarmed lest the whole -^jmuld be too far advanced 
for him to overtake them7t> ^strove to get up; and, 
in his exertions, fell off a tie" lilWliflug the road 
into a deep swamp, where he narrowly escaped 
drowning. Quite exhausted with the labour of ex¬ 
tricating himself, he sat dowji under a tree, and 
there gave way to melancholy reflections. Sensi¬ 
ble that, if he indulged them in inactivity, his com¬ 
panions could not be overtaken, he marked a great 
tree, and depositing his burden, liasteiied after 
them. In some hours he came up, and Cap¬ 
tain Cheap began asking for his canvas ; and oh 
being told the disaster that had befallen Mr Byron* 
notliing was heard but grumbling for the loss. He 
mad<? no answer, but, resting himself a little, rose 
and' returned at least five miles for the burden, with 
which he returned just as the others were embark¬ 
ing to cross a great lake, which seemed to wash 
the fool of the Cordilleras. He was left behind to 
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wait the arrival of some more Indians, without u 
morsel of food, or even a part of the putrid seal 
that had cost him such anxiety. 

Quite exhausted, he returned to the wood, and 
there lying down, fell asleep. Havitig awokc'ued 
before day, he heard, as he conceived, sonn; voices 
at no great distance; and the approaching light 
allowing him to see further into the wood, he ob¬ 
served a wigwam. He advanced towards it, and 
stooping to get admission, received two or three 
kicks in the face, which were an eflectual repulse;' 
and at the same time he heard the sound of voices 
seemingly in anger. Tins made him retire to the 
root of a tree, where he w’aited till an old woman 
peeped out and made signs for him to draw near. 
He found three meu and two women within, the el¬ 
der of whom gave him a small piece of seal, which 
he greedily swallowed whole, being almost star¬ 
ved. , ^ 

As these 'Jlitffahs'were strangers, he did not 
know which way they were going ; but he com¬ 
prehended from signs that tiiey intended to go 
northward. They all went out of the wigwam, 
except one who was sick, and embarked in a ca¬ 
noe, where Mr Byron was einydoyed at the oar. 
In the evening tin y landed at a place, where he 
passed a miserable night in tiie open air, as they 
would neither give lim> food nor allow him to enter 
their wigwams. Next morning tim voyage was con¬ 
tinued. and the canoe went down the river at a great 
rale until night, when she was hauled up bn a 
stony beach. All the Indians di.sappeared tltat 
moment: the rain fell heavy, and it was extremtly 
dark. Mr Byron lay down on the beach, half in 
the water in a manner, in vvhich uncomfortable si- 
ttidtion he fell asleep. In three or four hours he 
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iiwaked under such severe agonies from the cramp, 
lhat he expected to dieron liie spot. Raising him¬ 
self on his knees, for he could not get up on his 
le"s, he saw a large fire at some distance from him 
in the wood ; and making a great efibrt to crawl 
tliilhoi, almost llu’ew himself into it, in hopes of 
»^>btaimng some relief. This gave much ofteiice to 
'he Indians, wlio immediately began to kick and 
heat him avva}'; nevertheless, he at length gained 
ii situation wliere he derived some heuefit from it. 

In the morning they all embarked, and having 
gaiiK'd the st;a, pul ashore at a place vvhereTirapels 
abounded. Mr Byron, lliongh nearly famished, 
storeil himself abundantly in liaste, without eating; 
and having sat down to the oar, began to eat them 
from his liat. The Indians were engaged in the 
same occupation, when one of their number obser¬ 
ving him throw the sheik into tlie water, spoke to 
the rest in a violent passiSc^ gji^ fig lj upon him, 
and twisting an old ragged handkerchief about his 
neck, nearly strangled him. Another seizing his 
legs, was about to throw him overboard, if the old 
woman had not prevented th«sm. All this time he 
was quite ignorant of the cause of offence, until 
observing that the Indians carefully collected the 
limpet shells in a heap at the bottom of the canoe, 
he concluded that they were restrained by some 
superstition from throwing* them into the sea. 
Therefore he resolved to eat no more limpets before 
he landed, at which time he noticed that the Indi¬ 
ans look all the shells ashore, and laid them above 
li^i-water mark. Notwithstanding the wrath they 
ham'shown, when Mr Byron had now plucked 
some berries, which he was about to eat, they 
hastily snatched them out of his hand, signifying 
that they were of a poisonous nature. 
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In two days, Mr Byron joined the other officers 
of die Wager; yet no signs of pleasure were evinc¬ 
ed on either side, and the usual occupation of row- 
, ing was continued. Sometimes after a whole day’s 
hard toil, he and Mr Campbell had to traverse 
miles of the shore, in search of a scanty sustenance; 
and passed the night on the cold beach while it hail¬ 
ed or snowed. At length they were so much emaci¬ 
ated, as hardly to have the shape of men, and covered 
w ith vermin ; but they were clean in 'Comparison 
to Captain Cheap, whose bodjr could only be com¬ 
pared to an ant liill : and ho was past attempting 
to rid himself of the torment. His mind seemed 
quite enfeebled; he forgot the names of those 
about him, and even his own ; his beard was as 
long as a hermit’s ; it and his face were besmeared 
with train oil, from sleeping on a bag, by way of 
pillow, which contained^ pieces of putrid seal. 
This he adqple^to^.'^ent the others from getting 
{at it. His legs resembled posts, though his body 
appeared to be nothing but skin and bone. 

As only one canoe intended to accompany the 
cacique any farther, fee proposed taking Lieutenant 
Hamilton into his own, which was rejected, for the 
insolence of the cacique was become quite insup¬ 
portable, and Lieutenant Hamilton rather preferred 
staying where he was, until soiue other chance 
should enable him to get forward, which did not 
occur for months. 

The rest got to the northward by slow degrees, 
but with no diminution of their hardships, and at 
last reached an island about thirty leagues south of 
Chiloe. There they w^aited two days for if fa- 
Tourable opportunity to cross a bay, the very 
thoughts of which seemed to frighten the cacique 
out of his seqses; npr were his apprehensions with* 
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out reasoti, for a dreadful hollow sea was running, 
dangerous for any boat whatever, but a thousand 
times more so for a frail canoe. A terrible passage 
ensued; the bottom>p]ank of the canoe was split, 
and opened upon every sea; and "the water, con¬ 
stantly running over the gunwale, in a manner fill¬ 
ed her the whole way over, though all hands were 
incessantly employed in baling. Drawing near 
tlie shore, the cacique’s eagerness to land had like 
^lo have pfoved destructive; for his terror at the 
danger of this run almost led him among the break¬ 
ers, where every soul must have perished, particu¬ 
larly as it was in the night. Thus the canoe kept 
off until she got into smooth water, and then land¬ 
ed on an uninhabited part of the island of Chiloe. 

The party staid here the whole day following, 
and, embarking towards evening, sailed until nine 
at night, when someiliing having the appearance 
of a liouse was seen, to tht^great joy of Mr Byron 
and his friends. It belongecf f6* uff iicquaintance 
of the cacique, who got the fowling-piece loaded, 
and requested to be shewn the method of discharg¬ 
ing it. Stamling up, he h§ld his head as far a- 
way as possible, and, having fired, fell back into 
the bottom of the canoe. The Indians left their 
house in alarm, and ran into the woods, until one, 
bolder than the rest, came to reconnoitre the stran¬ 
gers. The cacique made himself known» and a 
plentiful meal was supplied, the first which most 
of the party had enjoyed for many months. He also 
obH^ed an inhabitant of the place to open his door 
^noinake a lafge fire, for the weather was very- 
s^cre, being the depth of winter iu that country;~ 

The Indians flocked abii^ the English; they 
were unable to comprehend what nation they be¬ 
longed to, never having heard of Great Britain; 
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■ weverlheless, lUcy vied wilh each olhcr in who 
should treat them with most care and attention. 
Though it was now midnight, they killed a large 
sheep, with which tin; poor haif-star\ t;d peojyle were 

■ fed. After they couh! t;at no longer, they lay down 
to repose. In ihe morning, the w'omen caun; from 
far and near, each carrying something in lier hand, 
and the .strangers, again beginning to eat, occu¬ 
pied themselves in tliis manner for the best pari of 
flje dav. 

^ - 

A messenger ha»l born dispatched to the Spanish 

corregidor at Castro, with inionnation of the arri¬ 
val of the officers. In three days he returned, and 
they were rondueted to a certain ])lace, wdiere a 
guard of Spaniards received them, consisting of 
three or four officers and a number of soldiers, 
who all surrounded the three helple-^s people, yet 
hardly able to stand, as if they had been a formi¬ 
dable enemy. Soon alt(,\*’W'ards several boats came 
to carry theiir t ' Ci&ifo, wdiere they arrived the 
evening of the same day that they embarked. On 
approaching the town, a great deal of ceremony 
was used in hailing, and asking for the keys, as if 
there had been a regular fortification. After the 
boats had lain some time orr their oais, the officers 
landed, but without being able to discover any 
thing like walls or a fortification j and, as they 
walked up a steep hill to the town, the way was 
lined with men who had broomsticks on their 
shoulders instead of muskets, and lighted matches 
in their hands. 

In a conversation wdtli the corregidor, litlh'l 04;, 
n ilbing could be understood on either side for 
w'ant of an interpreter j but he provided a plenti¬ 
ful supper, which was more in1er(‘sting to the offi- 
<'ers, who speedily dispatched more than ten men 
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could have done. They ate to such excess, that it 
was surprising no injury ensued ; they never felt 
satisfied, and, for months afterwards, took all op¬ 
portunities of filling their pockets when unseen, 
that they might get up two or thsee times in the 
night to cram themselves. Captain Cheap, for his 
part, was wont to declare that he was quite asham¬ 
ed of himself. The officers were then carried to 
tlie Jesuits’ college, where the corregidor desired 
^ the superit)r to find out what religion they were 
* of, or whether they had any. He then retired, 
and, the gates being shut, they were carried into 
a cell. There they found something like beds on 
the floor, and a shirt to each, clean, though rag¬ 
ged, which was esteemed a great treasure, after 
what they had endured. 

Ill the morning, the superior sent for Captain 
Cheap, and a kind of .conversation was carried on 
in Latin, probably not' good on either side. 
Wtien lie returned, he tola liie ether officers that 
the chief subject was relative to what articles of 
value they might have saved, and had concealed 
about them, and, if it were so, they could not do 
belter than give them to him and his fellow J[esuits. 
At this time religion was entirely out of the ques¬ 
tion, but a day or two afterwards, the corregidor, 
learning that the English were heretics, desired the 
Jesuits to convert them. One of the fathers told 
him, that it was quite ludicrous to attempt it, as 
on that island they could have no inducement to 
change their religion; when they got to such a 
i^^elightful country as Cliili, however, where there 
v^'vie nothing but diversions and entertainment, they 
would be converted fast enough. . 

On the eighth evening, the son of the governor 
of Chaco arrived with thirty soldiers, to conduct 
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the officers thither. That night they rode-eight 
miles to a farm house belonging to an old lady, 
who had two very handsome daughters. There 
they were well entertained, and the old lady sent 
a message to«th&>governor, desiring his permission 
for Mr Byron to return, and reside a month with 
her. In three dayS they reached Chaco, wliich 
they entered with the same ceremonies as at Cas¬ 
tro, excepting that a few of the line of soldiers 
truly had match-locks. On the journey, the sol¬ 
diers had given a pompous account of the gover- 
nor*s palace, which was founrl to be little better 
than a thatched barn, partitioned into several 
rooms. 

In a week or two, the officers had liberty to 
walk about the town, where they experienced 
much civility: a table was always spread by the 
inhabitants, who thought they could never eat 
enough after what theyJaad suffered. They were 
in general a charitable' well-disposed people, but 
very ignorant and governed by their priests, who 
made them believe just what they pleased. The 
women had line complexions, and many of them 
w'ere very handsome. 

Some time after they reached Chaco, a snow 
arrived from Lima, the crew of which consisted of 
above thirty hands. Before the captain had been 
a week here, he came to the governor with a me¬ 
lancholy countenance, and told him that he had 
not slept a wink since he came into the harbour, 
as the three English prisoners were at liberty, in¬ 
stead of being confined; and that he every iKo-;,, 
ment expected them to board his vessel, and carp;^ 
hor off. Toe governor assured him, that he would 
be responsible for the prisoners, and that he might 
sleep in quiet. His fears were not dispelled; he 
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used the utmost dispatch in disposing of his cargo, 
and. put to sea again, not thinking himself safe un¬ 
til he lost sight of the island. 

About three months alter the officers arrived. 
Lieutenant Hamilton was brougfit iil by a party, 
which the governor had sent for him. He was 
in a wretched condition until recruited by good 
living. 

The governor carried the strangers on an an- 
^nual tour, \vhich he makes through the districts of 
*his government; in the course of which Mr By¬ 
ron visited the old lady n^r Castro, and lived 
three weeks with her. Among other houses that 
he visited was that of an old priest, esteemed one 
of the richest persons in the island. He had a 
niece on whom he doated, and had bestowed such 
pains on her education, that she was considered 
among the most accdifnplished young ladies of 
Chiloe. Her person was good, though she was 
not a regular beauty. Casting an amorous eye on 
Mr Byron, she-first proposed to her uncle to con¬ 
vert him, and then begged his consent to marry 
■ him. The old man’s affection for his niece indu¬ 
ced his ready acquiescence to her wishes, and on the 
next visitacquaintedhim with the lady’s design. He 
unlocked many chests and boxes before him j first 
shewing what a number of fine clothes his niece 
had, and then exhibiting his own wardrobe, which 
he said should be Mr Byron’s at his death. Among 
other things he produced a piece of linen, engag¬ 
ing, ihat it should immediately be made up into 
for hTs use. Mr Byron felt this last article a 
gre^ temptation, yet he had the resolution to with¬ 
stand it; and declined the honour intended him, 
with the best excuses he was able to frame. 

A ship annually arrives at Chaco from Lima, 
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which induces people to flock to the tow A from 
all parts of the country to purchase the commodi¬ 
ties which she brings. This vessel arrived towards 
the middle of December 1742, and oti the second of 
January 174^, tlie officers embarked in her. She 
was a fine ship, deeply laden, insomuch that the 
sea continually washed her decks: the captain 
was a Spaniard, quite ignorant of maritime affairs j 
the crew all Indians and negroes. But the latter 
being slaves were never sufered to go "aloft, lest 
they should fall overboard, and the owners lose 
their value by the accident. The superior of the 
Jesuits went as a passenger: to him and Captain 
Cheap the great Cabin was allotted ; and the other 
officers were obliged to sleep on deck during the 
whole voyage. 

Having made the land near Valparaiso, a great 
western swell hurried the shi^ in towards the shore, 
and considerable alarm* prevailed amom? those on 
board. The Jesuit left his cabin for the first time, 
as he had hitherto been sea-sick,- and no sooner 
learned the danger, than he returned and brought 
out the image of some saint, which he desired 
might be hung up in the mizen-shrouds. This 
being done, he continued threatening it, that if a 
breeze did not soon come, be would throw it over¬ 
board. A short time afterwards, there was a lit¬ 
tle wind from the land, when the Jesuit carried tin? 
image back with an air of great triumph, saying 
he was certain that it would not be long before 
there should be wind, though he had given ^im- 
self up as lost some time before it came.' >♦ 

The officers were carried ashore at Valparaiso, 
and put in the condemned hole in the fort, and a 
centinel, with a fixed bayonet, posted at the door. 
Jn a few days, Captain Cheap and Lieutenant Ha- 
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Vnikon were conducted to St Jago, but Mr Byron 
and Mr Campbell were left in prison, wliere tliey 
were supplied with very scanly fare, although llieir 
case was represented to the governor. However, 
the pe'ople of the place charitat)ly provided for 
iheif wants, and even the centinel who stood over 
them, laid aside half his pay for their sustenance 
during some weeks that they were confined, though 
he had a wife and six children. An unexpected 
opportunity occurred two years afterwards of mak¬ 
ing a recompence for his consideration. One night 
wliile they were locked up here, there was adread- 
fid shock of an earthquake, and every moment they 
thought the walls of the prison w'ould fall in, and 
crush them to pieces; and what added to their 
horror, was hearing the noise of the chains and 
imprecations of nearly seventy felons-in an adjoin¬ 
ing ceil. 

Mr Byron and his companion were marched up 
to St Jago, the capital of Chili, ninety miles dis¬ 
tant from Valparaiso. A master muleteer, con¬ 
veying quantities of goods, was entrusted witli 
conducting them. He, impressed by Mr Byron’s 
attention in collecting the strayed mules, seriously 
advised him not to think of remaining in St Jago, 
where there was nothing but extravagance, vice, 
and folly, but to join wdth him as .a mule driver, 
and enjoy a contented innocent life. 

At St Jago, they were treated with hospitality 
and ^tention, and immediately after their arrival, 
a S^nish officer, of Admiral Pizarro’s squadron, 
MaiTticl de Guiros, generously offered them 
thousand dollars. They accepted of six hun¬ 
dred, though only on condition that he would take 
their draught on the English consul at Lisbon. 
With this sum they got themselves suitably equip- 
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ped, and being on their parole, amused themselves 
as they chose about the city, and they had also 
liberty, on asking it, to make excursions ,into the 
country during ten or twelve days at a time. 

When they had remained here two years, dur¬ 
ing which period Mr Campbell changed his reli¬ 
gion, and left the other three, the governor in- 
Ibrmed them that a French ship, bound from Lima 
to Spain, had put into Valparaiso, and that they 
should embark in her. Accordingly they made . 
a more agreeable journey thither than from it, and 
had now nothing to do with the governor and his 
fort. 

About the 20th of December they em¬ 

barked in the vessel, which was a frigate called 
the Lys, belonging to St Maloe, and reached the 
Bay of Conception on the 6th of January 1745, 
In the beginning of Febru&’ry the ship sprung a 
dangerous leak, which required all hands at the 
pumps, and obliged them to return to Valparaiso 
to get it stopped. 

On the first of March they again sailed, and 
•n the 29th of June made the island of Tobago. 
Near Porto Rico two English men-of-war came in 
sight, when it fell stark calm: the Frenchmen 
were so much frightened that they intended run¬ 
ning their ship ashore if a breeze sprung up. To¬ 
wards evening the wind freshened, and the two 
ships having it first quickly neared them. Every 
•ne was now busily employed in saving what was 
most valuable about their persons, and many Vame 
to Mr Byron with small lumps of goldj requestipg 
him to'take them, rather than they should/tall 
into the hands of strangers. Mr Byron told them 
it was time enough, though he looked for nothing 
less than being taken. A fine moonlight night 
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ensued, but in the morning the vessels were not 
to be seen. 

Towards the end of August, a French squadron 
arrived at Cape Fran 9 ois in St Domingo, where the 
officers lay, and all sailed early ift>xt month, con¬ 
voying a fleet of fifty merchantmen. A Jamaica 
privateer hove in sight, and kept to windward 
with the view of intercepting some of the convoy, 
when the French commodore ordered them all to 
keep dost to him in the night. This occasioned 
frequent accidents, to avoid wdiich, a fine ship of 
thirty guns, belonging to Marseilles, hauled some¬ 
what to windward, a little out of the rest of the 
fleet. The commodore* having observed this in 
the morning, ordered the frigate to carry her cap¬ 
tain on boaid of him, and, then making a signal 
for all the convoy to close around, be fired a gun, 
and hoisted a red fla^at the ensign-staff. Imme¬ 
diately after, the captain of the merchantman was 
run up to the main-yard-arm, and from thence 
ducked three times. He was then sent on board 
his own ship again, with orders to keep his colours 
flying the whole day to distinguish him from the 
rest. The victim of this cruel treatment was said 
to be a young man of good family in the south of 
France, and, as he also possessed great spjrit, he 
would not fail to call the commodore to account, 
at a suitable opportunity. 

On the 31st of October, the Lys came to an 
anchor in Brest Road, and having a valuable car¬ 
go bn board, was towed into the barbour next 
• 3«lt?rningrand lashed alongside one men-of- 

war/ The money she contained, ambunting to 
two millions of dollars, was soon landed, and the 
officers and men, being impatient to get on shore, 
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left nobody on board except the three Engiisli 
prisoners, and a man or two to look after the ship. 

Hearing that there was a Dutch ship at Mor- 
laix ready to sail, they repaired to that town, and 
agreed with the master to land them at Dover, for 
which they paid him before-hand. The passage 
was long and uncomfortable; on the ninth day, 
before sun-set, they came in sight of Dover, and 
reminded the Dutchman of his promise, to land 
them there. He said it should be done, but in the 
morning, they found themselves off the coast of 
France. They complained loudly of this piece of 
duplicity, and insisted on his returning to land 
them, when an English fnan-of-war appeare*! to 
windward, and immediately bore down upon the 
Dutch vessel; she proved to be the Squirrel, com¬ 
manded by Captain Masterson, and sent her boat, 
with which the three officecft- returned on board. 
Captain Masterson, without delay, sent one of the 
cutters he had with him, to land them at Dover, 
where they arrived the same afternoon; thus reach¬ 
ing their native country, after a series of extraordi¬ 
nary hardsiiips and adyentures, protracted above 
five ye 3 ,rs. 
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HARDSHIPS SUFFERED 

BY PART OF THE CREW OF THE WAGER MAN-OF- 
WAR, AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE PROM WAGER 
ISLAND, 1741 . 


We have already seen the deplorable consequen¬ 
ces attending the wreck of the Wager, and the 
evils which sprung from want of unanimity in 
her people. Independent of the casualties occur¬ 
ring during their aboSe in the island, of twenty 
who embarked along with Captain Cheap, to go 
to the northward, only himself and other two ar¬ 
rived in England, and that not until whole years 
had elapsed. But to view the full extent of the 
disasters, which dissensioi; and insubordination 
chiefly produced, it is necessary to follow, in few 
words, the course of those w ho endeavoured to gain 
a passage towards England, by going to the south¬ 
ward. Although the highest degree of censure is 
merited by the crew of this unfortunate vessel, it 
is impossible to acquit Captain Cheap of the most 
culpable indiscretions; those which seem to.have 
add^ fuel to the flame, and were the source of 
.ciat^l aptHniserable consequences. Ns. 

Qi/ihe 13th of October, 1741, the long-boat 
and cutter sailed with eighty-one persons from 
Wager’s Island, leaving the captain behind, but 
within a few days, J^r Byron and several people 
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who had embarked returned to him. There were 
then above seventy in the two vessels, whose pur¬ 
pose was to jgo to the southward, by the straits of 
Magellan. They rowe<l and sailed ^ang the shore, 
until the 20tb, when it blew so hard, that the long¬ 
boat was obliged to take the cutter in tow. Next day 
half a piece of beef was served out to each man. 
■The one following, those in the boat felt very un¬ 
comfortable from being pent up in so little room ; 
and the effluvia from the men's wet clothes, ren¬ 
dered tfie air below so nauseous, that it was almost ‘ 
intolerable. 

Gn the third ’of November, the cutter came 
alongside, with her mainsail split; her peo]>le, on 
being desired, refused to take the tow-rope from 
the long-boat, saying, she would not bear towing 
from the swell of the sea. They also refused to go 
on board, that the cutter might be taken in tow, 
and would neither make sail nor row; while the 
long-boat lay a quarter of an hour in the trough of 
the sea, with a fair wind. Those in the boat find¬ 
ing them obstinate, at last hoisted a skirt of their 
mainsail; and the others bnding they would not 
go into a bay as they wished, hoisted their main¬ 
sail, and went a-liead. She kept a-head for two 
hours, and then steered in a direction for which 
the others t ould not account, because it was far¬ 
ther io-shore; and as it blew very hard, with a 
great .sea, and nothing but rocks and breakers be¬ 
fore them, the farther in, the sea ran the h^her. 
In between two or three hours more, the gutter 
being on jJtLe beam of the long-boat,SlMr ibices 
nearer thie shore, the latter bore away auV Jier. 
A very heavy squall of wind and rain came on, in 
which she was lost sight of. The long-boat nar¬ 
rowly escaped going on shore, for she was siir- 
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ronnde<l bv rocks anti breakers, and such a sea 
was running, that the oldest seamen on board ne¬ 
ver saw the l^ke; and it was a considerable time 
before she reached a place of shelter. Here, how¬ 
ever, the.p(?ople were put to great inconvenience 
for want of a boat with which they could land; 
and on that account made a raft of oars and water 
barrels to carry three men. However, when put 
over the sitle of the vessel, /it overset, and those 
upon it wi*h difficulty were saved. 

• Oh the sixth of November, the cutter again ap¬ 
peared, and having come up, was made fast to 
the stern of the long-boat at night, with only two 
men in her, though four had always been left for¬ 
merly. While blowing very hard, one of the men 
came on board the long-boat, and at two in the 
morning, the cutter broke adrift with, the other, 
and was probably stJwed to pieces among the 
rocks. 

The real disposition of the people in the long¬ 
boat could not be disguised; no less than seventy- 
two were there, yet hardly ten testified any anxie-’ 
ty about the welfare of the,voyage, they rather 
seemed ripe for mutiny and destruction ; and the 
lieutenant, invested with the command, as also the 
gunner and carpenter, who seemed to consider 
themselves officers of greater rank than their w'ar- 
rants entitled them to, remonstrated on their con- 
duct They told them that if they did not obey . 
orders, they should be left to themselves, for 
their racers would rather take their chance in that 
desQinte n^Mrt of the globe, than give ^h,^selves 
farth^rywncern about so many thoughtless^retch- 
os. 1 lie people pj-omised to be under command, 
and appeared iiioie quiet. 

But (HI the eighth, four days before the usual 

\ OJ . ,11 . o 



1 

210 HARDSHIPS SUFFERED BV PARt OF 

( 

time, they insisted on having provisions served 
out; and although the inconvenience of breaking 
on the stores, the length and danger of the voyage, 
which might expose them to absolute starving, 
were all set before their eyes, they would not 
hearken to reason. Tlie officers were therefore 
obliged to comply with their demands. Several 
of the people also desired to be put ashore with a 
few necessaries. They said they did not fear doing 
t^ell, and had no doubt ot finding the cmter, which 
if they did, they would go back to the northward j' 
if not, they would make a canoe j and thus per¬ 
sisted in landing. Eleven people were left here, 
in the latitude of 50® 40'. 

"The long-boat then prosecuted her voyage, fre¬ 
quently in imminent danger. Sometimes the .sea 
ran so high, that every wave threatened to swal¬ 
low her up. In the afterilbon of the tenth, she 
broached to,-so that none on board believed she 
would ever rise again ; they were surrounded with 
rocks within stoue-cast, with a hurricane of wind, 
and thick rainy weather. It was impossible to 
keep the sea, and d^ath staring them in the face, 
they were obliged to push through, islands and 
breakers, until reaching a safe harbour, where the 
water was as smooth as a mill-pond. Tliis they 
Call^ the Port of Gotfs Mercies^ esteeming their 
preservation quite miraculous. 

dri Sunday the I5th, the people on board began 
to barter their allowance of provisions foi^ other 
articles. Flour was valued at twelve shillkigs a- 
pouncl^bp<^ before night, it rose to a gutm^a. ^me 
were*nt>w absolutely starving for want; the 
day following, George Bateman, a lad of sixteen, 
expired, being reduced to a perfect skeleton. One 
of the men gave a guinea, which was all ihe too- 
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ncy he had, for a pound of flour ; but immediate¬ 
ly afterwards they‘got-ashore at a place where , 
abundance of limpets, clams, and mussels, were 
to be found* 

On the 19th, Thomas Capell, aged twelve years, 
son of the late Lieutenant Capell, died of Want. 
A. person on board had above twenty guineas of 
his money, along with a watch and a silver .cup. 
The latter the boy wished to sell for flour ; but 
his guardian) told him, it would buy clothes for 
diim in the Brazils. “ Sir,” cried the miserable 
youth, 1 shall never live to see the Bt^zils, I am 
now starving ;—almost starved to death : therefore 
give me my silver cup for God’s sake, to get me 
some victuals, or buy some for me yourself.” But 
all his prayers and entreaties were vain, and Hea¬ 
ven sent death to his relief. 1‘hose who have 
not experienced such'hardships, will wonder how 
people can be so inhuman as to witness their fel¬ 
low-creatures starving before their faces without 
affording them succour:—but hunger is void of all 
compassion ; each person was so intent on his 
ov\ n preservation, as to disregard the value of an¬ 
other’s life, and the bowels of commiseration were 
closed. 

On the same day. Captain Pemberton of the 
marines, gave two guineas for two pounds of flour, 
and the seamen who sold it procured mussels to 
supjK)rt them. Many of them ate the flour' raw, 
as soon as served out.* 

Oiijthe 30th three people died of hunger; se¬ 
veral^ raor^were hastening to the sansi^ end, ,nfot 
beifig aj4e to go on shore in quest of su&tqQ^ce, 
au^ those who were, could get nothing more^S^ao,. 
Bumoient to support themselves; therefore the 
sick vAre left destitute of all relief. It was to be 
remarl^d, that, some hours before those unfortp- 
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natc persons expired, they became delirious, and 
began to joke and laugh, in ‘which mood they 
died. , 

during the earlier part of Dccejnbet, pro¬ 
visions were somewhat more abundant, and re¬ 
cruited this famished crew. They had, for a con¬ 
siderable time, been in doubt whether they we;re 
actually in the Straits of Magellan, and had alter¬ 
ed their course, believing the reverse. On the 
sixth of this month they fell in with Indians, who 
supplied thein with dogs, geese, and seal. These 
people were of middle stature, and well shaped ; 
their complexion of an olive tawny colour, and 
their hair extremely black, but not long. They 
had round faces, small noses, their eyes small and 
black, and smooth even teeth of incomparable 
whiteness, close set. The women ran into the 
woods. 

Continuing along shore until the 11th, the boat 
struck the ground on the ebbing of the tide and 
could not be got ofl*. Luckily there was little 
wind, and smooth water, else she must have gone 
. to pieces. In a short time she was quite dry; and, 
during the interval, "all the water casks were got 
out •of the hold, and put ashore to be filled. She 
floated again without damage, and four tons of 
water w^erc taken on board. 

Next day three men, riding on mules or horse.s, 
’■were seen on the land. They waved hats and 
madg signals as if wishing the boat to go ashore ; 
but the swell prevented it. Twenty apipcared, 
five of wb©m were riding, and the oth^s oi\Toot x 
they Ji[l8 a great number of cattle tliem. 

these persons were could not be asce^rtained, 
whether people who had been cast away, / or na¬ 
tives of the country., / 
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On the llSth the boat was abreast of Pencuin 
Island, and then reached Port Desire, where the 
people killed a great quantity of seal aiid sea-fowl •, 
more even than they could carry off. But they 
again began to be turbulent and ’restless, requir¬ 
ing flour to be served out, which, on taking the 
state of affairs in view, was considered arndst uu- 
, reasonable request. There w'as but one barrel of 
flour on board, and the intervening distance to 
Brazil was*8till very great. I'hey carried their de- 
*mands still higher, insisting that the marine officers, 
and other persons who could not* be serviceable 
in working the boat, should have only half-allow¬ 
ance ; and, accordingly, they pitched on twenty, 
to whom but half a pound of flour should be 
served, Avhile they themselves were to have a 
whole one. 

Having left Port Dhsire on the 25th, the people, 
on the 28th, received the whole flour in the boat, 
which amounted to three pounds and a half to each 
man. In a few days the seal taken in at Port De¬ 
sire began to spoil, for there was no salt to cure it j 
and, while reduced to this ^rry fare, the people 
were almost devoured by vermin. 

On the 6th of January 1742, Thomas Harvey, 
purser of the Wager, died from want of food. But 
the survivors were soon after encouraged with 
hopes of the vicinity of land, for, oii the 10th, by 
calculation. Cape St Andrew was thought to be 
not al?ove thirteen leagues distant. No more than 
forty-three were now alive, and not above twenty 
of tile ^nber had even putrid seal to eat. They 
wer^oor miserable-looking objects, and -s^ily a- 
boutHifteen healthy j—if people scarce abl6 ^ 
crdw\ could be so denominated. The gunner, 
wdijjjBras considered the strongest man in the boat, 
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could not stand ten minutes upright without hold¬ 
ing, On this day, the 28th, Serjeant Ringall died 
of hunger. 

Two days afterwards, having nothing on board to 
eat, and only one cask of water, the survivors carried 
the boat as near as possible to the shore, so that some 
of them might swim thither, as it was certain de¬ 
struction to proceed farther without endeavouring 
to gel provisions. Several of the healthiest, there¬ 
fore, resolved to make the attempt, add fourteen 
leapt overboard, one of whom was drownied. When' 
they got, asbore*lhey saw thousands of horses and 
dogs, the latter very large, and the former more 
numerous than the sheep on the plains of Dorset 
and Wiltshire. They got abundance of seal and 
armadilloes, and feasted in plenty, while those on 
board were absolutely famished ; being forced to 
strip the hatches of a seal-s^in that had sometime 
been nailed on, and devour it. 

Next morning the people, shot a horse and a 
dog, the horse was branded with two letters on the 
buttock, which made them conjecture that inha¬ 
bitants were in the*vicinity. They floated off 
three casks that had been taken ashore for water; 
and several swam to the ship, getting the horse 
and seal on board. No sooner was this done, than 
a sea-breeze arose, and blew so hard, that the boat 
was obliged to weigh and stand off’the shore, leav¬ 
ing eight people behind. She then cast anchor a 
league distant, and lay all night, during*.vvhich 
time the greatness of the sea carried away the 
rudder-he^, and occasioned alarm for flv’ihe^ ac- 
cid^;l^. Thus the people on board were, i^e fol- 

✓fbwing day, undei^ the necessity of making sail 
without their comrades. They sent ashoref liow- 
evCr, a scuttled puncheon, containing sora^wear- 



the CREW OF 7HE WAGISB. 214 

' -i '' • 'i 

, ing^apparel, four muskets, ammunitioft, candles, 
and other necessaries, along #ith a letter explain¬ 
ing the urgency of the danger, and the impossibi¬ 
lity of riding oht the gale until they could get off. 
Thev were seen to receive the cask and the letter, 
after which .they fell on their knees, and. made 
signals as if wishing their companions well* Pro¬ 
bably theyvvere not far from inhabitants, and they 
were well provided for shooting. 

On Tift!s<lay, the nineteenth of January, the ad¬ 
venturers supposed themselves well up the river' 
Plate, and, in the evening, anchored in a fine 
sandy bay, where they saw two men on horseback. 
At this time there was not, a single drop of water 
on board. The boatswain swam ashore and got up 
behind one of the men; and several of the'people 
also swam ashore to get water. In coming off one 
of them was unfortunately drowned} but a cask 
was got on board, which greatly invigorated the 
rest. 

The gunner and carpenter next went ashore, 
and met four of the inhabilants on horseback, who 
informed them, that the Epgiish were still at war 
with the Spaniards, and had several vessels cruiz¬ 
ing on the coast; and that a seventy gun ship 
had, not above six weeks before, parted from her 
anchors, and drove ashore, where every soul pe¬ 
rished. These people sold the seamen some bread, 
which they were glad to obtain at any price; they 
said they belonged to, the town of Monte Video, 
which was two days journey distant, and promised 
td ge^Some wild-fowl on Wing supplied with 
mvj^et; but, after getting it, the VVager^s people, 
ob*rving one of their party ^bsent with his Uerse, 
were apprehensive that he had gone to betraj"^ 
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ihein, the^fote, iinmediately returning on board, 
th^.soon set sail* - 

The master, and also his son, died on the.23d, 
and Thomas Maclean, the cook, who was the old¬ 
est man among them, being eighty-two years of 
age. Two days afterwards the survivors came to 
tile Rio<jrande, and anchored abreast of the town. 

A boat came off with a serjeaiit and a soldier, 
with whom Lieutenant Beans, the gunner, carpen¬ 
ter, and Ca])tain Pemberton, returned. 'I*hey were 
immediately conducted to the house of the surgeon, 
the best in the place, where they were hospitably 
entei'tained. The governor then examined them, 
and thought their deliverance wonderful; he took 
the officers home wdth him, and gave orders that*! 
the carpenter, gunner, and the rest, shouhl he pro¬ 
perly treated, and sent the sick to the hospital. - 

On the afternoon of the 31 si, the governor, com¬ 
mandant, and comnjissary, went on board to see 
the long boat, and were surprised that thirty souls, 
the number then alive, could be stowed in so small 
a vessel ; hut how sh^ could contain the iiuniber 
that originally embarked in her, was utterly be¬ 
yond their belief. Neither were they able to con¬ 
ceive how the man at the helm coirtd steer with¬ 
out falling overboard, there being ouly four inche.s 
of rise. 

On the 22d of March, a vessel being expected 
to sail iii four days, preparations w'ere made for 
about half the people taking a passage, there being 
room for no more. Provisions were laid in, and, 
on the 31st, they sailed W'ith a fair w'ind fur Ulo 
Janeiro, where they anchored on the 10th of A|^l. 

. ^-W?re they were ^arefully attended to by ^ic 
governor, and wiell lodged ■, but the tiirbuleuj^ of 
(lie boatswain disquieted the rest, and he m( 
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\^ith the seamen, instead of associating with the 
whrrant-officers. Dissensions, however, that were 
the injury and destruction of this ill-fated crew 
from the beginning, still prevailed, and some now 
came to blows. One part of them, therefore, 
thought it expedient to go to the country ; how¬ 
ever, their house being soon attacked in the night, 
after insults sutTered through the day, induced 
them to apply to be removed to the town, as a 
place of greater safety.' 

On their arrival, the governor had appointed a 
Dutch surgeon, who spoke English well, to act as 
their consul. Early on the morning of the 18th, 
he sent for the party that had gone to the country. 
He said, that the lives of three of them being in 
danger, and, as he did not know how far the vil- 
lany of the boatswaip^might proceed against'their 
peace and safety, he should endeavour to get these 
three into a ship bound for Bahia and Lisbon. 
Accordingly, he went to the governor, and got a 
place for the gunner, carpenter, and cooper, on 
condition of their working their passage home. * 

On the 20th of May, they embarked in one of 
the Brazil ships, carrying twenty-eight guns, bound 
for Bahia and Lisbon, leaving ten persons ashore. 
On board was a Spaniard, a passenger, who de¬ 
clared to the captain, that no Englishman should 
sail in a ship withEim, and desired him to turn thie 
•three people ashore. But the captain insisted on 
doing what pleased himself on board of his pWn 
ship; and the Spaniard, after conversing with those 
to whom he was so hostile, was affected by the 
relatHMi of their misfortunes, and said, that, al¬ 
though their.respective kihgs were at war, they 
were irot to be blamed for it j that they were now 
neutral vessel, belonging to a king who 
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was a fi^iend to ^oth nations; that he would no^ 
look upon them as- his enemies, and, on the cofi- 
trary, would do them all the service, in his power. 
He bestowed high encomiums on the magnificence 
of the British fleet, and the valour and Intrepidity 
of the sailors, whom he styled the soldiers of the 
sen. During the passage, be not only supplied 
them with provisions from his table, but also with 
wine and brandy; and gave other proofs of his ge¬ 
nerosity and goodness. * ^ 

On the 7th of May they arrived at Bahia, where, 
being unable to obtain provisions from the gover¬ 
nor, they were cjbliged to work for their bread. 
Yet all they could gain' provided them with no 
more than one meal a-day, bn which they would 
have almost starved, had they not been possessed 
of some articles, u^hich they ^converted into ntbtiey. 
rrovisions were extremely dear, especUiyy fish, 
which was ascribed to the great number of whales 
coming into the bay near where the ships lay at 
anchor. Eight or ten would sometimes be killed 
by the whale boats in a day, the flesh of which was 
cut up and brought to market for sale. It resem¬ 
bled coarse beef, but was inferior , to it in taste. 
These whales were by no means like the Green¬ 
land. whales, and did not exceed the size of a gram¬ 
pus. 

After living here above four months without any 
assistance either from the governor or inhabitants, * 
who behaved as if they had combined to starve 
them, the Englishmen embarked in the same ship 
that had brought them from Rio Janeiro. A ‘new 
foresail was bent about seventy leagues vuFst of 
Madeira, and aftpe a hard gale, dedicated t<^ cer¬ 
tain saint, on which occasion there was a ^ollec- 
tioQ made among the ship'’8 company of abovVtBKen- 
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moidiores. But on Moiidw tbe 2Sd o^Novcna- 
^r, wh«n in the vicinity of £ 4 sbon, it canje on a 
perfect storm; the foresail split, and the wind was 
right on the shore. The ^ship was given up for 
lost, and the people all fell to prayers, crying out 
to their saints for deliverance, and offering all they 
had in the world to save their Uvea; though at the 
.same time they neglected every useful exertion, and 
left off ^mping the ship, which was tixttiemely 
leaky.' r he English, unaccustomed lo sucl\ pro¬ 
ceedings, entreated the people to stand by the pum ps, 
for there was a chance of saving their lives by keep-, 
ing the ship above water; and the captain, as al^ - 
his officers, on hearing them, forsook their prayers, 
and seconded their entreaties. Thus the pumps 
were manned, and the ship preserved : the wind 
shifted half an hour^fterwards, otherwise she must 
soon have infallibly drove ashore. This deliver- ■ 
ance was piously ascribed to the same saint, and a 
collection made as before : and the people .further 
declared, if the vessel arrived safe at Lisbon, the 
foresail should be carried to the church of the saint, 
where an ofiering by ihfe captain should bp made, 
equal to the value of the sail, which was vvorth 
eighteen moidores. And this accordingly did take 
place.within a very few days afterwards. ’ 

The Englishmen w'ent ashore, and informed the 
gentlemen of the English factory that they,were, 
three of the people cast away in the Wager, and 
wished to embrace the first opportunity of getting 
home. They were told that the lieutenant .Was 
there before them, and had gone to England in,the 
packet boat, leaving but an indifferent charaicler of 
them. Nevertheless they were treated with muci) 
civility by their countrymen there; and on the 
sot IV'of December entbarked in the Stirling Castle. 
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Nothing material occurred in the passage j and^ 
they prepared, on arriving at Spithead on the fir»t 
of January, to go straight ashore to their families: 
however, the captain would not allow them to leave 
the ship without orders from the Admiralty. In a 
fortnight they were liberated, and returned to their 
native' homes, after an absence of two years and 
six months. ’ 
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ADVENTURES 

OF ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, AND SOME OF THE OF* 

FICBRS OF THE WAGER, 1741; 


A REPORT having gained ground in England, that 
Alexander Campbell, one of the officers belonging 
to the Wager, had entered into the Spanish service, 
after surviving the perils of the shipwreck, he con¬ 
ceived it necessary,^n self-justification, to confute 
the charge by a circumstantial narrative of all the 
concomitant incidents. This proved the more in¬ 
teresting, being the earliest and most unbiassed ac¬ 
count of the deplorable calamity, and its disastrous 
issue. Here, however, it is necessary only to take 
a brief view of the relatioii'in general, as corrobo-» 
rating or elucidating the state of the sufferers, and 
what was peculiar to the narrator himself. 

Mr Campbell sailed as a midshipman on board 
the Tryal sloop, along with the fleet for South :A- 
merica, and was afterwards transferred, with the 
captain of that vessel, to the Wager, where he're¬ 
mained after Captain Cheap, another commander, 
was appointed. 

While Mr Campbell was shifting himself in his 
bii^h between four and five in the morning of the 
14th of May 1741, the Wager struck on the shoak 
environing a desert island. On feeling the shock. 
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be hastily ran up, asking what was the matter; to 
which t^ master answered,^” Nothing^-only^ 
great sea under the counter.” But the words were 
hardly spoken, when the ship struck i^in, with a 
more*dreadful shock than before. Alarm was now 
universally disseminated, and all were running for¬ 
ward to get hands to wear her, when Mr Campbell 
observing breakers to leeward, that manoeuvre was 
abandoned. The captain ordered the anchpr to be 
let go, but the cable could not be clearad in time; 
and the ship continued to strike so hard that the 
tiUer broke, while a great anchor belonging to 
the Centurion, lying in the main hatchway^ went 
through her bottom. An attempt was next made 
to bring her close to the land, when she stuck fast 
between two rocks. Mr Campbell went to the cap¬ 
tain, then lying in a miserable condition from the 
dislocation of his shoulder, andiexpressed his appre¬ 
hension that the ship would very soon part; but, 
instead of regarding his own safety, the captain an¬ 
swered, “ Go atid save all the sick, and don’t mind 
me.” Every means was thus immediately adopted 
for preservation. 

" Yet the spirit of disdord and dissension had al¬ 
ready entered the people. Mr Campbell, after 
gaining the shore, having requested some of them 
to return in the yawl, for the purpose of carrying 
necessary articles from the ship, received a plain 
refusal. Being accompanied, however, by several 
of the petty officers, he told the captain, if he 
pleased to go po shore, the yawl was ready to 
carry him. He still declined leaving the ship, 
until informed that every one willing to go had 
; landed: then raising hiipself in his bed, the oShers 
assisted him into the boat,‘ and carried him ashore. 

The captain was accommodated in a wretched 
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hut, found on the land, ^ which proved a dese^rt 
island; and, as soon as he got there, bordered 
Mr Campbell to return to the ship, and endeavour 
to bring the remainder of the men ashore in the 
yawl. Mr Campbell found the •’Utmost anarchy 
and disorder prevailing, and the whole crew in a 
state of mutiny ; some of them even attempted to 
commit violence on himself, therefore he’imme¬ 
diately got into the yawl and landed. 

A heavy sea during the night occasioned the 
•vessel to strain excessively, and the people became 
alarmed, lest every moment she might part. In 
their anxiety to get on shore, and from the spirit 
with which they were animated, they at length 
pointed a four-pounder lying on the quarter-deck, 
at Captain Cheap’s hut, and thi^ b^l very nar¬ 
rowly missed it. The captain, not willing that so 
dangerous a proceeding should be repeated, or¬ 
dered Mr Campbell and other three petty officers 
to bring the people ashore; but they found it im¬ 
possible to approach the ship, owing to the masi 
lying alongside, and the height of the sea. 

The people thus left on hoard, continued the 
commission of every outrageous disorder, and after 
plunderingiffie property o? the officers, got intoxi¬ 
cated with the liquors, whereby some fell into the 
water within the ship, and were drowned. 

Next day, the captain renewed his orders to 
bring the whole ashore; but when the petty officers 
called for seamen to row the boat off, they refused, 
peremptorily declaring, “ they would not go, for 
the ship was lost, and every one was at liberty to 
shift for himself.’’ 

Meantime, the men on shore began to bid de- 
fiiaiK e to their officers, mutinies ensued, and ihfc* 
calamities of shipwreck were heightened by 
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bulence and anarchy. Though the captain ex¬ 
pressed (Xiuch concern for the safety of the people* 
the strongest animosities prevailed against him, 
and dissensions originated among the officers them¬ 
selves. • 

Mr Campbell having attached himself to the 
captain, became the greater object of suspicion, so 
(hat he found it dangerous to express any thing in 
Ilfs favour. By an unfortunate misapprehension, 
as it would appear, of the designs of a midship¬ 
man, Mr Cozens, he was shot by Captain Cheap, 
whereupon the mutinous crew resolve<l to make 
him prisoner. Therefore, surprising him in bed in 
the morning, they led him out of his hut in his 
shirt, with his hands bound behind him, and con¬ 
fined him in ancftlier hut, under guard of an officer 
and six men. Mr Campbell repaired thither, but 
he was not permitted to speSJe to him alone, nor 
until he had been searched. 

Part of the people having resolved on departing 
from the place of the shipwreck, Mr Campbell 
tried to persuade them to leave the barge, along 
with the yawl, for the caplain*s use, the former be¬ 
ing too small to carry off those that adhered to 
him. They refused, however, and ^rsook the 
island, as has already been related. AVhen at sea 
with them the following day, he represented how 
reproachful iheir conduct was, adding, that if they 
did get Iiome, they should infallibly be hanged for 
mutiny ; but if they returned to the captain, and 
attempted a voyage to the northward, their chance 
was infinitely preferable. Some of the number 
listening to thisfadvice, and the gunner having now 
assumed a .Mud of command, ordered him tb re¬ 
turn with tne barge to Wager Island, as the place 
of the shipwreck was now denominated. Mr By- 
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ron also accompanied him, ‘and there were eight 
persons besides, who were gladly received by the 
captain on their arrival tluat same night. 

Twenty persons now remained on this desolate 
spot, all of whom were in different capacities, en¬ 
tirely employed in repairing the two boats, or 
searching for provisions. Neither was the captain 
quite unoccupied, for he sought fresh water, 
wood for the fires, and .stood the place of cook, in 
making up*cakes of flour and water, mixed with 
.sea-weed, and fried in grease. The whole wore 
then reduced to great necessity, having nothing 
but sea-weed and tallow candles, or occasionally a 
few sea-fowl, shot from the vawl, until some casks 
of beef were recovered from the wreck. 

The wretched condition of the survivors of the 
shipwreck, at length inspired them .with the 
utmost anxiety to attempt a voyage to some in¬ 
habited country, or where at least they should 
be able to proemre provisions; Thus they em¬ 
barked in the barge and yawd, to sail to the 
nortliward, carrying a scanty subsistence along 
with them. But this they were soon compelled to 
throw overboard, to pccservc their lives, in situa¬ 
tions of the most imminent <langer; and having 
with difficulty reached the shore, reposed unshel¬ 
tered on the rocks, under the inclemency of rigo¬ 
rous weather. 

Next day was one of incessant labour witli the 
oars, the wind was adverse, and a high sea run¬ 
ning. Under a heavy rain, the boats made to¬ 
wards some small low islands, with a swampy 
sliore, where the jieople landed, and got the barge’s 
mainsail for a kind of covering of a tent, though it 
[»roved of little service, and most of them took shel¬ 
ter finder a great tree, beside a good fire. All 
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were employed in quest of food in the morning, 
except two marines, who were found lying in the 
wet, and almost dead with cold. Nevertheless, 
Mr Campbell was obliged to rouse them to seek 
subsistence for themselves. 

On the sixth or .seventh day of the voyage, and 
when about forty leagues from Wager Island, the 
captain had expended the whole flour lakt n with 
him for sea store j the weather was now tolerable, 
and he landed to pass the night, aloqg with the 
others, on a shore which, from the hard lodging it 
afforded, he called S7.one Beach. Yet the priva¬ 
tions and necessities which the unfortunate men 
endured, could not quell the animosities which ori¬ 
ginally disturbed their tranquillity j and the lieu¬ 
tenant of marines having shot a shag, and ate it 
along with Mr Campbell, instead of sharing it with 
the captain and Mr Byronf according to agree¬ 
ment, occasioned great dissension. 

The following morning, the people of the barge 
got under way without any intimation to the party 
in the yawl 5 but the latter having slept in her all 
night, were soon prepared also to put to sea. An 
unexpected breaker drove^ her ashore, when pre¬ 
paring to land on another occasion, and though 
her crew were greatly discomfited by this incident, 
and unable to launch her without unlading, those 
in the barge never ofl'ered the smallest assistance. 
Meantime, they were reduced to a miserable con¬ 
dition; they h^ neither meat nor drink, and their 
rags of clothes were drenched by the wet. Their 
expectations of any relief from their comrades in 
the barge were disappointed, for they even refused 
a little fresh water which they were known to 
♦have. 

Some time afterwards, their hunger was relieved 
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by the capture of a young seal, which they dres¬ 
sed for dinner; and, after the repast, went on a 
shooting excursion. Unhappily, new disasters 
awaited their return, for, by a sudden shift of wind, 
the sea rolled over the boats, and the yawl, in which 
\'i« re two marines, was sunk by tlie third breaker. 
Oi’.eof the men was drowned; Mr Campbell drag¬ 
ged the t)the’- out of the sea and saved him. 

1 he misfortune of losing the yawl was of the 
most distressing kind ; not only were all the arms 
iind other articles of those belonging to her gone, 
but as the barge was too small to carry off the 
seventeen survivors, the cruel alternative ol leav¬ 
ing four of the number was indispensable. Four 
marines were tlierefore abandoned on this deso¬ 
late place, which seemed destitute of every thing 
from which they cou\ji derive subsistence: never¬ 
theless the captain left arms, aimnuiiitioh, and se¬ 
veral other necessaries to them, whereby they 
might at least have the chance of preserving their 
lives. As the barge departed, the poor men stand¬ 
ing on the beach gave their comrades three cheers, 
and cried, “ God bless the Jiing!” Though the 
hearts of the others melted with compassion, there 
was no remedy for the measure. 

In six w'eeks, during which this voyage to the 
northward was prosecuted, Mr Campbell found 
himself provided with an old shirt, a pair of 
breeches, a waisr^o^t, and a hat, which constitut¬ 
ed all liis clotj But now the difficulties in¬ 
cessantly encountered, induced the people to re¬ 
solve on returning to Wager Island, which the 
whole reached in safety, after finding an Indian 
^anoe by the way. 

Remaining heie fifteen days, some Indians ar- 
rived, who engaged to conduct the party to Ciii- 
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loe: Imraediale preparations were made for em¬ 
barkation, and on the btli of March, all, exce pt a 
marine, who, afraid of punishment for an otlencc, 
had escaped to the woods, departed. 

After sufferiiig*inciedible hardships from famine, 
fatigue, and tlic want of shelter, during which the 
number of those who had embarked, was reilured 
to very few, Mr (’ampi)ell arrived with the In¬ 
dians at the island of Chihx’. Captain Cheap 
was now in a deplorable conditiotj; his^legs were 
)iothing but skin and bone ; yet the skin was in¬ 
flated so that they appi'ared of a monstrous size : 
the natives of (diiloe treated him with great care, 
making a bed of sheep-skins for him before the 
fire; and without such attentions, he c ould scarce 
have survived. Neither did they overlook the 
rest, who were supplied w’ith food, and as com¬ 
fortably accommodated as the huts of the nativc^s 
would admit. The hospitality of the Spanitirils, 
however, did not equal that of the poor unletter¬ 
ed Indians, for the English, were removed to a ho¬ 
vel, where they were guarded by soldiers less hu¬ 
mane and courteous than their former benefactors. 
Nevertheless, the Indians still continued their 
good offices, though the Spaniards did not even 
provide bedding to cover the wet ground. 

The strangers were visited by many persons of 
the island ; a Jesuit came, among others, who 
bnnight a bottle in his pocket, from which he gave 
them some spirits. Observing that Mr Campbell 
had a watch, the same left to him by the surgeon 
of the Wager, who bad sunk under reiterated hard- 
shij»s, he asked to see it, and then requested it in 
exchange for an old one iij his pocket, or that it 
might be sold to him. ft was not difficult to dis¬ 
cover the Jesuit’s meaning, and considering the 
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influence of his order in countries professing Po¬ 
pery, and that disobliging him might be danger¬ 
ous, Mr Campbell, by Captain C'heape’s desire, 
presented him with the watch, did not prove 
ungrateful, for he soon afterwards sent some clothes 
in return. 

Being carried to Castro, the English were ac¬ 
commodated in the Jesuit’s College, where every- 
thing was clean and decent; and they experi¬ 
enced gocvcl and hospitable treatment here for a 
we('k. Then they removed to another (piarter, 
where they were joined by Lieutenant Hamilton, 
of tiie marines, who had left them on the way be¬ 
tween VV'^ager Island and Cliiloe, whereby the par¬ 
ty now consisted of him. Captain Cheap, Mr By¬ 
ron, and Mr Campbell. 

In January they embarked in a Spanish 

ship, which arrived annually on a voyage from 
Lima, and soon arrived at V alparaiso, on the con¬ 
tinent of South America. 'I'here they were at 
first confined m a dungeon, but liberated in a short 
time, and civilly treated by the inhabitants. Be¬ 
ing still without monev, and destitute of clothes, 
one of the Spanish officers offered the former 
on a bill, payable by tin; English consul at 
Lisbon. Hence all drew a joint bill for six hun¬ 
dred dollars on the commissioners of the navy, 
and addressed to the consul at Lisbon ; but the 
eajitain having received the money, on sharing 
it, allotted only eighty dollars to Air Campbell, 
which occasioned a misunderslanding between 
them. Mr Campbell, equally necessitous as the 
rest, and having jointly drawn the bill, thought it 
un just that his share should be so much diminish¬ 
ed under one hundred and fifty dofjars, which Mr 
li^Ton, his fellow midshipman, received. 
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'When these officers had been nearly twelve 
months in this part ol South America, a Mr Wil¬ 
liam Lindsay, at Buenos Ayres, hearing oitheir con¬ 
dition, wrote to int’orni them, thatifthey wantedmo- 
ney, some belonging to him lay in the hands of a mer¬ 
chant at St Jago, the chief town of the country, on 
whom they might draw. They did so, and Captain 
Cheap received themoney; but here also he refused 
Mr Campbell any share; therefore a separation en¬ 
sued ; nor did the latter accompany fiiui home, 
when the opp<‘rtunity of a passage in a vessel to 
Europe occurred. 

On the 20th of January 1745, Mr Campbell 
left St Jago, along with four officers belonging to 
Admiral Bizarro’s fleet, on a journey overland to 
Buenos Ayres. Next day they arrived at the foot 
of a lofty mountain, said to be the highest in the 
known world, and occupied five days in ascend¬ 
ing it. The roads were narrow and winding, over 
the tops of vast precipices, and sometimes so nar¬ 
row, that the mules employed had scarce seven 
inches whereon to set their feet. A great river full 
of rocks ran below,»and the slightest false step 
was attended with irretrievable destruction. One 
of the mules tumbled down a precipice, but be¬ 
fore reaching the bottom, both it and its ladcning 
of merchandize were dashed into a thousand 
pieces. 

On gaining the summit of the mountain, all the 
company were penetrated by the excessive cold ; 
and though in the midst of summer, two of the 
muleteers were frozen to death. The descent prov¬ 
ed still more difficult than ascending, in which five 
days also were occupied. Twenty mules now 
and formerly were killed, or perished of hunger, 
for scarce any vegetation could be found on the 
mountain. 
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The travellers having finished this arduous tasK, 
halted three days at Mendoza, a small town, and 
then set out for Buenos Ayres, 400 leagues dis¬ 
tant, Mr Campbell and the othor officers conti¬ 
nued riding on mules, but Admiral Pizarro and 


some others, travelled in large waggons drawn by 
oxen. Both these animals and the niilles frequently 
died for want of water, which is extremely scarce, 
and the coyntry is equally devoid ot wood for shel¬ 
ter. It was necessary to carry a stock of water, 
and also provisions during the whole journey, wfiich 
lasted seven weeks, when the travellers arrived at 


Buenos Ayres, 

Here Mr Campbell met with three of the Wa¬ 
ger’s people, of which number was Isaac Morris, 


whose adventures are just about to be related, and 
they requested him, 'on his arrival in England, to 
give some account of them. 


He immediately waited on the governor, Don 
Domingo Rosses, who invited him to dinner j but 


immediately afterwards, he was surprised to find 
himself confined to the fort, though he had been 
two years in Chili on parolfi. Here he remained 
thirty-six days, and was then enlarged to the 
boundaries of the town. Yet some time after¬ 


wards, he was again confined twenty-two days 
to the fort, on a groundless report of two English 
men-of-war coming up the River Plate. 

While in Buenos Ayres, the governor of a Por- 
tugueze settlement, hearing of his residence, wrote 
a letter to him, accompanied by some presents, 

and offering a supply of money should he require 
it. 


In August 1745 , Mr Campbell was ordered by 
the governor of Buenos Ayres, to repair to Monte 
Video, and embark for Europe. He was there 
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tr^ajed with much more regard and attention than 
at Buenos Ayres, and was visited by the officers ot 
the meii-of-war, lying in the harbour, among 
whom were twg Irish, and one Scotish captain, 
besides an English lieutenant, all belonging to Pi- 
zarro’s fleet. 

Monte Video was then a new scttlehient, with 
few inhabitants, and little trade; the citadel mount¬ 
ed 64 ])ieces of cannon, but the buildings of some 
other forts, then begun, was interrupted from want, 
of nloney, or of necessary materials. 

Mr Campbell remained at Monte Video, from 
the middle of August until the 13lh of October, 
when he embarked in a Spanish man-of-war hound 
for Europe. Here he found sixteen English pri¬ 
soners, who had been taken in the River Plate 
two years before. They belorfged to the ship Phi¬ 
lip, commanded by Captain Penkethman, with 
whom the Spanish went on board to trade; but 
they treacherously murdered him, and eight or 
nine of his people, and then made themselves mas¬ 
ters of the vessel. 

On reaching the const of Portugal, the Spaniards 
were greatly alarmed at the sight of some ships, and 
immediately pul Mr Campbell, as also the.other 
prisoners, into confinement. The vessel had five 
millions of dollars on board, with a weak and sick¬ 
ly crew to protect them ; therefore, the Spaniards 
had sufficient grounds for apprehension, which 
kept them three days and nights under arms. 

After reaching Ferrol, Mr Campbell was order¬ 
ed to Madrid, where he underwent an examina¬ 
tion by one of the Spanish minislcrs, who testified 
a desire to know the particulars of I..ord Anson’s 
voyage. He answered, in ge neral, that, from be¬ 
ing only a petty officer in the fleet, he had no 
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Other pi'ovince than obey ing the command of 
superiors j and he also refused entering into the 
service of the king of Spain, as inconsistent with 
thd allegiance he owed to his owt) sovereign. 

Having obtained a passport, and fifteen dollars, 
Mr Campbell next travelled to Lisbon from Ma¬ 
drid, though making an uncomfortable journey, 
from his slender stock of money, and the badness 
of the roads. There he embarked in the Edin¬ 
burgh, Commodore Coates, and reached England, 
after a long and disastrous voyage, of five years 
and eight months. 
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OF ISAAC MORRIS, A MIDSHIPMAN OF THE WA- 
GEK, AND SEVEN COMPANIONS, ABANDONED 
ON THE COAST OF PATAGONIA, 1742. 


The following narrative remains to complete the 
liistory of the crew of that unfortunate vessel, con¬ 
cerning which we have al ready spoke in detail. The 
original source from which it is taken, has now be¬ 
come so extremely scarce as to prove an additional 
motive for inserting it here ; for although the ad¬ 
ventures of Mr Byron .and some others have been 
generally known, those of Isaac Morris and his 
companions are rarely to be met with. 

“ On the 12th of October 1741, we put to sea in 
our long-boat and cutter, to the number of eighty, 
leaving Captain Cheap and nineteen others on Wa¬ 
ger Island, where we had remained about five 
months. We designed to steer along shore, through 
the Straits of Magellan, to the coast of Brazil; 
which, though a desperate undertaking, in a jiart 
of the world remarkable for tempestuous winds and 
tumbling seas, was adopted by us with the utmost 
fcheerfulness, f rom being buoyed up with the hopes 
of once more seeing our native country. 
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In the passage, several of onr companions, 
starved to death : those of us who survived were so 
miserably reduced through want of nourishment, 
that we had hardly strength to do our.duty. Such 
a gang of miserable objects could scarce be ,met 
with : only fifteen remained who could be called 
tolerably healthy. 

On the lOtb of January 17 ^ 2 , after being four¬ 
teen days out of sight of land, and almost destitute 
of provisions, we were blessed with the agreeable 
prospect of it about seven leagues distant. There¬ 
fore, we stood directly for the shore, and came to 
an anchor in eight fathom water. Weighing at 
five next morning, we steered along about a mile 
Irom the shore, where we saw many wild horses 
and some dogs. At noon w'e had a good observa¬ 
tion, and found oirt'selves in 38° 40' sputh latitude. 
On sounding, we had but two fathoms and a half 
at iiigh water, being upon a shoal of sand, which 
ran four or five leagues to the south-east; and on 
clearing it we steered into a large sandy bay, where 
wc cast anchor. 

Our provisions being qyite done on the I2th of 
.lanuary, and only one cask of water remaining, 
Ave ran as near the land as we could with safety, 
and fourteen of the healthiest of us agreed to swim 
ashore in quest of provisions. 1 was of the num¬ 
ber, and all landed safe, except one of the marines, 
who became quite spent, and was drowned within 
three fathom of the beach, where none of us were 
near enough to assist him. 

Four casks were thrown overboard to be filled 
with fresh w'ater, should w's be so fortuitate as to 
find any ; and to them were lashed some muskets, 
with ammunition. After walking about a mile from 
the beach, we saw a great number of wild horses 
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j^wd dogs, the former of small size, but the latter of 
a fafge mongrel species. Large flocks of parrots 
were seen about the rocks j and near the water-sirle 
a few seal. , We likewise found a good spring of 
fresh water, risifig from a trench not far from tlie 
shore. We shot a w>ild horse and some seal, and 
filled three casks with fresh water. Which wore iM-xt 
morning towed abohrd by five of those who swam 
to the land. Soon after this, the sea-breeze blow¬ 
ing strong, the boat stood farther off* to sea. 

The wind blew fresh at east-south-east on the ’ 
fourteenth, and we saw our vessel stretching far¬ 
ther off. Soon afterwards we receivc'd, in a scuttled 
cask, a few necessaries, with ammunition, and a 
letter to acquaint us of the risk which the people 
ran in lying near the shore, and that they were 
obliged to stand farther ofi’ for their own safety, 
until the weather should be more favourable. 

Next morning we had fair weatlier, when we 
expected the boat would liave stretched in for the 
land; but, to oiir great sur])rise, we saw lier, with 
her ensign hoisted, sail from us. The moderate 
weatlier, with the wiiu[ olf shore, gave her people 
a good opportunity of standing in again, if they 
had tliought fit. Why they did not was best known 
to themselves: but the most j)rohable reason ue 
could give for such inhuman treatment was, that, 
by lessening the number of their crow, tiiey might 
1)0 belter accommodated with room aud provisions. 
Possibly they might apprehend inhabitants to be 
near us ; if so, they could be none but Indians. We 
could not help looking on it as an act of tin; great¬ 
est cruelty, thus to desert us, under a false pre¬ 
tence of an utter impossibilily of faking us on board 
Ivith them. 
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The dism-ul apprehensions whicVi were crea^^ 
by such an unexpected blow appeared plaiiriy in 
our countenances, and can be much easier ima¬ 
gined than described. We found ourselves on a 
wild desolate part of the world, fatigued, sickly, 
and destitute of provisions. However, we had 
arms and ammunition ; and while these lasted, we 
made a tolerable shift for a livelihood. 7'he nearest 
inhabited place, of which we knew, was Buenos 
Avres, ab*>ut three hundred miles to the north- 
•west: but we were then miserably reducwl by our 
tedious passage through the Straits of Magellan, 
and in a poor condition to undertake so hazardous 
a journey. Nothing remained but to commit our¬ 
selves to kind Providence, and make the best of 
our melancholy situation, until we became re¬ 
cruited. I 

We were in number eight thus abandoned by 
our comrades, for whose preservation we had risk¬ 
ed our lives, by swimming ashore for provisions; and 
our names, G</y Broadwater'^ Samuel Cooper, Ben- 
jamin Smith, John Duck, Joseph Clinch, John An¬ 
drews, John Allen, and myself.. After deliberating 
on our unhappy circumstances, and comforting 
each other with imaginary hopes, we came to the 
resolution of taking up our quarters on the beach 
where we landed, until becoming strong enough to 
undergo tlie fatigue of a journey io Buenos Apres. 

Tlie weather being very favourable, we took up 
our lodging in a trench near the sea-sirle, quite 
exposed, and without any covering but the hea¬ 
vens. 

Here we remained about a mouth, and during 
tlial lime lived on seal, which were very nume¬ 
rous, and wliieh we knorketl down with stones,* 
after cutting off tlicir retreat by gelling helwoen. 
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them and the sea. We had likewise plenty of 
freslt^ater, rising from a small spring in the trench, 
so that at the month’s end, we were pretty well re¬ 
covered, and concluded on laying in a stock of 
provisions for out journey to Buenos Ayres. 

Each having provided himself with a knapsack 
of seal-skin, raa le in the best manner possible, we 
pul as much dried flesh of the seal into it as it 
could contain ; and the bladders of these animals, 
filled with fresh w'ater, served for bottl<es. Car¬ 
rying our muskets and ammunition along with us, 
we set out thus accoutred about the middle of Fe¬ 
bruary, and that we might proceed with the greater 
certainty, resolved to keep close by the sea-side, 
until reaching the mouth of the River Plate. 

The first two days we travelled about sixty 
miles, but could meet with no ffesh water, besides 
what we carried along with us, the country being 
scorched with drought, and the rains not yet set 
in. Our water being nearly expended, we were 
afraid to proceed, lest we should perish for want 
of more, so after a few debates, we agreed to re¬ 
turn to our old quarters, and wait till the rainy 
season. 

Our return occupied two days and a half, after 
which we employed ourselves in building a sort 
of hut, under a cliff adjoining the sea-side, to se¬ 
cure us from the inclemency of the weather. Here 
we tarried three months, during which time our 
food was seals and armadilloes, these being the only 
provision to be met with except sea-weed, which 
we sometimes made use of with our meat, instead 
of bread. 

The seals in this place differ from those which 
I have seen in other parts, both in size and make. 
The males are of the bigness of a good calf, the 
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neck shaggy, and the head and face somewhat 
resembling those of a lion. Before, the feinales 
resemble lionesses, bnl their hair is smooth all over 
like that of a horse, whereas only the hind parts of 
the male are smooth i two large fins lilfte feet grow 
out from behind, and two more out of the breast, 
by means of which they can climb rocks and pre¬ 
cipices, though they chiefly delight to be asleep 
near the shore. Some are fourteen feet long, and 
very fat,^but in general their length is eight feet; 
the flesh of the young ones is almost as white as 
lamb, and tolerable good eating. From their shoul¬ 
ders to the tail, they taper like a fish, and the fe¬ 
males sit on the fins growing out behind when 
they give suck to their young. Their hair is of 
different colours, looking very sleek when they 
first come out of tl^e sea. 

I he armadillo is nearly as large as a small 
sucking-pig, and enclosed in thick shells, guard¬ 
ing all its back and meeting under the belly. It 
thrusts out its head before it as it walks, but, on 
any danger, withdraws it into the shel^]^ and then 
lies quite still like a land-turtle, though kicked 
about. With strong clawsf it digs holes, and bur¬ 
rows in the ground like ayabbit. The flesh, which 
tastes similar to turtle, is very good eating. 

Nothing remarkable happened to us in the 
course of these three months; our provision, such 
as it was, did not cost us much difficulty to pro¬ 
cure j and we were supplied with fire-wood from 
a small coppice about seven miles distant. We 
seldom failed of bringing home something every 
night, and generally had a hot supper. The time 
passed as cheerfully as might b# with poor fellows 
in such circumstances as ours. But we knew that 
we could not take up this place for a settled abode; 
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that there was no likelihood of any inhabitants be- 
ing'nfear us, nor, for many miles around, could wc 
perceive the smallest traces of any having ever 
been there. It was to no purpose expecting the 
sight of a Vessel at sea, for here, being a deep 
bay and shoal water, no ships could ever put in 
unless forced by stress of weather, and then they 
must be wrecked. Nothing remained for us but 
to make a second attempt foi;^the River Plate ; be¬ 
cause, if we marched to the inland countiy in quest 
of inhabitants, possibly we should meet with in¬ 
superable difficulties in finding tlie way back again, 
to what I may call our home, whereas, bv keeping 
our course along the sea-shore, we could not err. 
For these reasons we resolved on raakiu" another 
attempt by the same route ; and, having laid in a 
stock of seal, armadillnes, aap fresh water, we 
again set forward tow^ards the latter end of May. 

In three days we travelled about seventy miles, 
when towards night tliere came on ii violent storm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain, which continued 
until day. We had a plain open country, and no 
place of shelter could be found; we had nothing 
to cover us but a seal-skin jacket ; were half-dead 
with cold, and dubious whether our provisions 
would hold out, from meeting no supplies of any 
kind on the w^ay. To proceed farther was only 
lengthening our journey back again, which we 
dreaded would be of no consequence at last, even 
though we should still push on. 

The strictest harmony and good-nature had hi¬ 
therto subsisted among us, but now wc had almost 
disagreed, even to parting. Some were for push¬ 
ing forward, be tllb event what it might, and were, 
with much diflicnlty, persuaded not to divide. 
However, on a representation of the great distance 
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which we were still from the mouth of the river, 
and the improbability of finding supplies on* the 
journey, our debates ended. We jointly concluded 
on making the best of our way b^]^^ the hut, 
after having been a second time aisappointed in 
our attempt. 

Arriving at our old quarters, we began to 
consult what measures should be taken to secure 
ourselves from the inclemency of the weather, and 
also to provide for our subsistence until it should 
■please God, one way or other, to deliver us out 
of this melancholy situation. In order to avoid 
disputes about the labour of getting provisions, we 
agreed to divideVurselves into two 'parties, who 
should alternateljrVprovide for the whole: four 
were appointed to stoiir the country one day, and 
four the next. Further, we bound ourselves by an 
oath, never to quit each other, unless compelled 
by a superior force ; for, though we had yet seen 
no footsteps of inhabitants, we could not be cer¬ 
tain that this part of the globe was destitute of 
them. 

We had killed such a nuyaber of seal that they 
now became very shy of us, and we were almost 
surfeited by living on them so long. A great 
many wild dogs were seen, but never near enough 
for us to Jcill any, though now and then we chan¬ 
ced to shoot a puppy, which, being a change of 
diet, was thought delicious fare. Some deer were 
also seen, but we could contrive no method of tak¬ 
ing them. Once, in our rambles, we found a 
litter of three young puppies, apparently about 
two months old, which had sheltered themselves 
in a hole of one of the sand-hills. Taking them 
out, we carried them home to our hut, and, having* 
discovered that these* puppies were whelped in 
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holes like those of rabbits, but larger, we all went 
next* day in quest of more. We had the good 
luck tb find three,.litters, in number thirteen, which 
we carried with us, designing, if possible, to 
bring them up tame. We fed them with broth 
made of seal, and sometimes with the flesh miii- 
eerl small j and they afterwards became very ser¬ 
viceable. Each of us had a brace of dogs, which 
were brought up as much under command as an 
English spaniel, nor would they leave us to asso¬ 
ciate with the wild ones. We were often supplied 
with armadilloes by them, and they once killed a 
deer for us. 

Being one day hunting, we sav! some wild-hogs 
with their young, and our do^s, pursuing them, 
took two of the latter, which iWe saved alive, and 
we also shot one of the old ones, which afforded 
us many dainty meals. Fortunately, the two 
voting proved to be a boar and a sow, which we de¬ 
signed to rear for breeding, lest we should be obliged 
to make a long residence in this desolate country. 
We brought them up very tame, insomuch that 
they followed our dogg whenever we went to hunt, 
and at night both dogs and pigs took up their 
lodging with ns in our hut. 

For the present our condition seemed tolerable; 
nay, we thought ourselves in very comfostable cir¬ 
cumstances ; we wanted for nothing, and, could 
we have confined our thoughts to present enjoy¬ 
ments, our situation would have proved very agree- 
aV>1e. But our views went farther, and the dread 
of what might happen, frequently struck a damp 
on our pleasures. Winter was now approaching : 
we had the inclemencies of the season to guard 
’ against, and, if piossible, a stock of provisions was 
tQ be laid up against future* exigencies. But we 
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could not be much before-hand with provisions, 
having no salt to cure them, and^^t prespnl, not 
sufficient sun wherewith they- coul ee t for, 
along with winter came on continimTsiorms, inso¬ 
much that some days we could not stir out of our 
hut. 

More than seven months had now elapsed since 
the long-boat left us ; winter came on very fast; 
and we weje but indifferently protected from the, 
.severity of the weather: thua we resolved imme¬ 
diately to put our habitation in order, and to se- 
. cure our hut in the best manner we could. Ac¬ 
cordingly, it w^agreed that six should stay at 
home next day to prepare materials, and^ only two 
go out in quest o« provisions. The lot fell on 
my.self and John Diit'k to go abroad, but, though 
we travelled many miles, all the game we could 
meet was three armadilloes. It was so dark before 
we returned, that we despaired of finding our hut, 
and were like to have taken up dur lodging in the 
open plain, had not our comrades come out in 
search of us, and, by making a fire, directed us to¬ 
wards them. Having broiled our game we sought 
repose; but, about two in the morning, a violent 
storm, with rain, thunder, and lightning, threw 
down part of the cliff under which we liad built 
our hut, which was very near proving fatal to the 
whole ; through Providence, however, none were 
hurt. 

With day-light came tolerable weather, and the 

first thing we had to- do was rebuilding the hut. 

We immediately went to the coppice from whence 

we were accustomed to carry our fire-wood, in 

order to fell poleij^ but, having only a single hatchet 

among us, none except one could employ it, while 

the rest brought them out and bundled them. W'e 

10 
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had Cut several, and were thus engagjBd, when we 
saw tMos^h Clinch running out of the wood, and 
cryin^^>^‘T^ord iiave mercy on us, here’s a great 
tiger.” Vii e were in the utmost consternation; for, 
having frequently been there before without see¬ 
ing any footsteps of wild beasts, we came wanting 
our arms, suspecting no danger from that cause. 
We all took to our heels, and soon saw the tiijer 
running out of the wood in pursuit of ps. When 
he had come within twenty yards, finding it im-. 
possible to escape, we all turned towards him, clap¬ 
ping our hands and making a loud halloo, in order 
to frighten him, which had the desired effect, for 
he sat down on his tail gazing/if us. What to do 
we knew hot, doubtful whetlpr it was best to fly 
or to wait for his turning; bi/ fear prevailed, and 
.we walked gently off, without being pursued. 
Next day we all went in chace of the brute with 
our muskets, but could not meet with him ; there¬ 
fore we brought home our poles, and fitted up 
the hut in the best manner possible, and so as to 
secure us from the rain. 

About three weeks afterwards, when hunting 
on the plain about five miles from home, we saw 
a lion couched on tlie ground, watching his prey, 
as we imagined, from being near a wild cal’s hole. 
We joined close together in a body, with our mus¬ 
kets prepared, and Joseph Clinch, resting bis piece 
on niy shoulder, fired a ball from the distance of 
twenty yards, but missed him. The lion was not 
aiVected by the report of the gun, nor stirred from 
hi‘- position. Then Clinch loaded his musket a 
second time, those of the others being kept ready, 
in east* the animal should advance towards us, and, 
firing, shot the animal in the ri^t shoulder. As 
he fell on his back, we ran up and knocked him 
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Oil the head with the bones of a dead horse lying 
near the spot; and, having carried the carcAse to 
our hut, dressed the heart ancl^art of tlJe ribs, 
which we thought very indifferen^eat'm^r/ 

Finding wild beasts beginhingn^f^l^ound us 
so much, that we were every day and night in 
continual danger, and seldom a ent abroad without 
meeting some, it probably being the time of year 
when their haunts are taken towards the sea-coast. 
We deternoined to make another exertion for de¬ 
liverance, in atteiupting an expedition once more 
to Buenos Ayres. With this view we provided 
ourselves shoes and jackets of seal-skin, and also 
knapsacks to cerry our provet>der; and the wea¬ 
ther having set ifrsjfair, we fully resolved to prepare 
such a stock of provisions as should last to the end 
of the journey, though occupying a jnonth in per¬ 
formance. Thus we divided into two parties, lour 
repairing to the rocks for seal, and four hunting 
on the plain. 

Early in the morning we set out accordingly; 
and it was my duty, with Samuel Cooper, John 
Andrews, and John Duck, to go to the rocks. As 
our usual way of killing seals was with stones or 
clubs, we never earned muskets along with us. 
We had been out all day, and killed three; and 
having got within a stone-cast of our hut in the 
dusk of the evening, I perceived our dogs very busy 
at a small distance wagging their tails in a fondling 
manner. Being a-head of my companions, 1 passed 
on without much regarding it, thinking they had 
lighted on a dead colt; but on coming to the hut, 
I was quite confounded to find it rifled, and all 
our necessaries taken away. In the utmost con¬ 
sternation, I ran back to my companions, whom I,* 
saw standing where I ha^ left the dogs; and they. 
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seeing me eagerlyhasteningtowards them, cried out, 
“ What’s the matter, Is^c ?” I told them our hut 
was pulled down, and every thing taken jaway. 
“Aye Jheyt and something worse has hap¬ 
pened, forJ^mi'W lie poor Guy Broadwater and 
Benjamin Smith murdered.” It was a most shock¬ 
ing sigin : one had his throat cut, and the other 
was stabbed in the breast: they were hardly cold, 
so that we thought the murderers could not be far 
off; and were under no small apprehensions of 
sharing the like fate. Going to inspect the state of 
the hut more narrowly, we found every thing car¬ 
ried off; our powder, ball, and muskets gone ; the 
hre extinguished; gpd not the l^t utensil left. 
Where to go, or what to do, -wif knew not: we 
durst not trust ourselves anothen night on this fatal 
spot, and yet weDe afraid to venture farther. 

At last we came to the resolution of proceeding to 
the next sandy bay, about a mile distant, and taking 
up our quarters there for the night. But, on arriv¬ 
ing, we could find no shelter, not so much as a 
did* to lie under, which obliged us to return to our 
old place, and pass the night at it, happen what 
would. 

Next morning, the dogs that belonged to our 
comrades stood on the top of the cliff barking at 
us, and would not come down, though we called 
them by their names; and it was with difficulty 
that we enticed them to come in tlie evening. 
What became of Joseph Clinch and John Allen we 
knew not, nor could we afterwards learn any ac¬ 
count of them. It'seemed most probable to us that 
the Indians had carried them off, and murdered 
the other two, who possibly might make some re¬ 
sistance, as we had all agreed to do in case of an 
attack. But had it been ^o, we might reasonably 
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have expected to find some of their enemies killed, 
as our people had fire-arms with them. It w4s im¬ 
possible, too, that this catastropboi^ould b^he re¬ 
sult of a quarrel among’ themselves^i^;»?^>^ man¬ 
ner of their death j for the one was stabbed, and' 
the other had. his throat cut} both, very plainly, 
done with a knife, an implement of which none 
of us was in possession. We buried our two mur¬ 
dered comriades in the best manner we could, 
by scrapirlg away the light sand with our hands 

* two feet deep, and raising a bed of it over their 
corpses. I 

This was themost afflicting blow of any that we 
had received sin^e our residence in this unhappy 
country. 1 will ndt attempt to describe the horror 
we felt: that must *e painted in the imagination in 
stronger colours than can be described by words. To 
see four of our companions snatched suddenly from 
us, we knew not how, ourselves 'deprived of our 
arms and utensils, left without fire, or any method 
of procuring it, expecting every moment to share 
their fate, or be starved to death, filled us with up- 
speakable terrors. , 

In this melancholy state, the only thing that re¬ 
mained to be done was immediately quitting this 
unfortunate place, and making one attempt more 
for Buenos Ayres. We had no time to lose, but 
instantly set about gearing up the seal in small 
pieces, raw as it was, with which we stored our 
knapsacks, and filled their bladders with water. 
We set forward, accompanied by our sixteen dogs 
and two pigs, and with as much provision as we 
could carry, praying the Almighty to be our ^uide. 
That we might not mtss«the mouth of the Ri ver Plate, 
we kept close along the coast, as before, designing; 
when we reached it, to travel along the banks, un- 
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til coming to some inhabited place; a scheme easy 
enou^ in imagination, but attended, as we found, 
injpramice witl^'isuperable difficulties. 

The coast is a plain sandy beach : on 

the land side are here and there very high sand 
hills, in the vallies of which we reposed during the 
night. Sometimes finding a few cockles on the 
beach, regaled us greatly ^ and we met with part 
of the wreck of a large ship drove ashore, particu¬ 
larly a man-of-war’s gang board. PlentS^ of water 
from the rains stood in ponds of the vallies of the 
sand hills j and we frequently discovered dead fish 
thrown in upon the beach, so that/we had a varie¬ 
ty of raw meat to feed upon. W^lso found a very 
large dead whale by the sea sid^which was a feast 
for our dogs and pigs, and at] a little distance a 
parcel of fine whale-bone. 

At the end of ten days, after hard travelling daily, 
we made the cape of the river, but there found our¬ 
selves obstructed by a multitude of small streams 
and muddy swamps. We swam over several with 
our knapsacks across our shoulders; and when 
night came on, covered ourselves with the rushes, 
where we.were almost devoured by inuskitoes. 
Next day several attempts to proceed proved that 
it was impossible to accomplish our journey : the 
farther we advanced, the greater w^re our difficul¬ 
ties. Several timOs we were in*danger of being suf¬ 
focated, the bogs often sinking us to the shoulders, 
so that^ after many fruitless attempts to get on, wc 
found that we had no remedy but to tread back the 
melancholy path, and return to our old place of 
rendezvous. 1 his we performed in less than ten 
days. • 

* Waiting arms to defend ourselves against the 
wild beasts, we were afraid to wander far abroad 
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after our teturn. Oc^r tWo pigs maintained us near¬ 
ly a fortnight, after which we were obliged ft) live 
on some of our trusty dogs. this raw .Way of 
feeding, which continued three^^on,tbj»'1onger, 
brought us into a state of bad healtn. About a quar¬ 
ter of a mile from the hut we found a dead horse, 
of which we now and then took a morsel, by way 
of change; and, could we have got fire to dress it, 
the variety would have been agreeable enoughs 
Kotwithsfkndll^ our fears, necessity compelled us 
’ to go abroad inlsearch of other kind of provisions; 
and sometimes we had the good fortune to bring 
home an armadf^llo. 

One morning‘'fi^ing the trunk of a large tree, 
we conceived thaft.it was not impossible, with the 
help of the skins of'seals and horses, to make a sort 
of boat with it, which might serve to convey us a- 
long shore to the River Plate. Yet we had no kind 
of tool whatever. But John Duck recollected, that 
about eleven months before, at the termination of our 
first attempt to reach Buenos Ai/rest he had thrown 
away his musket, which was not worth the trouble 
of carrying home, and w§ had enough besides. 
We proposed going in seaich of it, as, if success¬ 
ful, it might serve to fashion into a hatchet. Ac¬ 
cordingly, having furnished ourselves vviih some 
raw seal and water, w'e set out, and did find the 
musket, though above sixty miles distant. On 
our return home, we discovered several ostrich 
eggs, but never any of the birds themselves, about 
half buried in the sand, and they proved a refresh¬ 
ing meal. * , ‘ . 

When the musket was brought home, we beat 
half the length of the barrel flat with stones, and 
whetted an edge to it against a rock : the other- 
half served for the handle, and it made a tolerable 
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hatcheti at least what would hsve served instead 
of ond, had not Providehce soon put an end to our 
design.' ^ 

TwoMa jyS j afj^ finishing our hatchet, it being 
my turn to’ Slay in the hut, my three comrades 
went to a place which we called the Pointy 

in quest of provisions. Towards evening 1 walked 
out to see if they were returning, M;hen, to my 
astonishment, 1 discovered about a dqzen of horses 
galloping down the sandy bay in tjare drrection of 
our hut; and as they came nearer^ I plainly saw 
men on their backs, and that thes^ were Indians. 
It was vain to fly : I imagined nothing but death 
approaching, and prepared to it with all the 
resolution 1 could muster up. ^ ran towards the 
strangers, and, falling on myicnees, begged my 
life with all the signs of humility I could make, 
when I heard a voice saying, “ Don’t be afraid, 
Isaac, we are all here words which revived me. 
The Indians alighted ; and whilst some were in¬ 
tent on examining the hut, others stood with 
drawn knives ready to dispatch us, in case we 
made any resistance. When they had satisfied 
their curiosity, they gave three confused shouts, 
and immediately making us get up behind them, car¬ 
ried us away a lew miles inland from the sea-shore, 
where there were about a dozen more of their com¬ 
panions with above four hundred horses taken in 
hunting. We were treated with great humanity : 
they killed a horse, .kindled a Are, and roasted part 
of it; which, to us, who had been eating raw 
flesh three months, was most delicious entertain- 
menrt. They also gave each of us a piece of an old 
blanket to cuver our nakedness. 

, I had been in great hazard of being left alone ; 
for, when the Indians met with my three comrades, 
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and were immediately hurrying them away to their 
place of rendezvous, they were with difficulty made 
to understand, by signs, that th^im was one* more 
belonging to their party a little w-^off; anA then 
my comrades guided them to the lim,‘'tvhere 1 had 
the happine^ of being taken prisoner. 

We decanted from this place next morning, 
driving a troop of horses before us, and travelled 
nineteen daya We then reached their next place 
of rendezv<»us,^s 1 conceive about two hundred 
•miles from our |ut to the south-west, situated in 
a valley between two very high mountains, with 
fine pasture andjpeveral small rivers, but with very 
little wood for many miles around. Here were a- 
bout a dozen Indian huts, built with poles and the 
skins of horses, inhabited by another party of In¬ 
dians, with their wives and children,, who gazed 
very earnestly on us, as if they had never seen any 
white people before. 

In this place we .were bought and sold four dif¬ 
ferent times, for a pair of spurs, a brass pan, os¬ 
trich-feathers, and such trifles, which was the* 
low price generally set on each of us j and some¬ 
times we were played awa^ at dice, so that we 
changed masters several times in a day. We re¬ 
mained nearly a month in the valley, by which 
time the several parties of Indians joined us from 
their hunting expeditions, each party bringing tUe 
horses they iiad*taken. All were mixed in the 
common stock, which was examined and counted 
by one of the Indians, who seemed to be a sort of 
captain over the rest; and.fhe whole exceeded fif¬ 
teen hundred, some of them equal to the best of 
our European breed. 

After one day’s grand feasting, we set out in a . 
body for their chief town, where the king or cap- 
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lain lived, with a string of fifteen hundred horseif 
in otif train. Four months were occupied in this* 
journey, and ^ our method of travelling, I be¬ 
lieve «♦p^ gt ^ a thousand miles from the sea 
coast where ‘-our hut stood. In the day-time we 
advanced, and at night reposed in nyjveable huts, 
which sheltered us from the weathe«r. Our con¬ 
stant food was horse flesh, which sjome chose to 
eat raw, and others broiled or roas^d; and as for 
drink, we never faded of water,^»or the Indians 
were acquainted with every small -ivuleti of these, 
there were numbers in the rou e we followed, 
though a stranger would scan-ely Save found them. 

At length we arrived at the ena of our journey, 
in the chief town where the king of these Indians 
Jived. But the masters by whom we were last 
purchased, meant to carry us to their own home, 
about two hundred miles farther, and had actually 
conducted us some miles on the way, when we 
were followed by a party of horse, and brought 
back to the capital, the king claiming us as his 
property. 

The town of which I speak, consisted of about 
thirty huts, built in a low irregular manner with 
poles and horse-skins, surrounded with pali.sades 
about three feel distant from each other. The in¬ 
habitants, men, women, and children, amounted 
to about threescore. "We w'cre soon summoned to 
appear before the king, who received us sitting on 
the ground in his hut, with a javelin on one 
side, and a boW and arrows on the other. A loose 
mantle encirefed his waist, a sort of turret of os¬ 
trich feathers was on his head, and he had a long 
reed pipe in his mouth, smoking. After our obei¬ 
sance was made to him, he began to ask several 
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questions in Spanish, which those people could 
speak a little of, and of which, we soon gave him 
to understand, we also knew a In answer 

to his inquiries concerning our cojnitry, and how 
we came hilher, we told him we were Englishmen; 
that we w^e lost in an. English man-of-war in 
the South sea, going to fight against our enemies, 
the Spaniard^; that we were eight in nqmbef, who 
were left on X desolate part of the continent; and 
one evening, on onr return from procuring pro¬ 
visions, we tbund two of our companions murder¬ 
ed, and two carlied off, on the same spot of ground 
where w'e had weerl lately taken ; olir hut pulled 
down and every thing removed, which we sup¬ 
posed must have been done by some of - his coun¬ 
trymen. The king then called three or four of his 
men, and talked very eaniestly to them, in their 
own language But it seems that they knew no¬ 
thing of the affair as he told us, though he was 
pleased to assure us, that strict inquiry should be 
made of the other parties which were out at the 
same time. I found by him, that he sent out parties 
every spring from each different town under his 
government, which take different routes; aod 
sometimes join one another acc^identally on their 
return. He expressed much joy on finding that 
we were at war with the Spaniards; and asked if 
W’e were great men in our own country. We told 
him “ Yes;” and he said the Spaniards were ene¬ 
mies to bis people, taking away tlieir couhtry from 
them, and driving tlitfin to the mountains. 

When the king had ended our examination, he 
ordered a horse to be killed immediately and dres¬ 
sed for us; he lodged lis in his own hut that night, 
until one was, next day, built for our reception. 

Here we remained eight months and wintered^ 
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during which lime we frequently had snow five 
or feet deep. Our chief work was carrying 
.wood and watej^and skinning the horses killed 
by the Indians^ although we were slaves, we 
were treated very humanely, and the 3 r would suf¬ 
fer no one to use us ill. Four Spanish j^omen who 
had been taken captive in a skirmish ^ear Buenos 
Ayres,* were in the town, and the ki^g said, with 
a smile, that he would give each of yfs a wife. 

The country where th^e Indian^fesitfed is very 
fruitful in pasture, as indeed is the whole coast of 
Fatagooia. It abounds with great menty of horses, 
and contains a few black cattle, wKich last are en¬ 
tirely neglected by the Indians, as they prefer horse 
flesh above all others, and constantly feed upon 
it. The people, at least those in that part of the 
country where we dwelt, are tali and well made, 
being in general from five to six feet high: good 
natured and obliging to one another, and never 
seeing their fellows want. Though they have 
what they call a king, he seems to be only a chief 
or captain of a party: for as they have no settled 
abode, but live dispersed in little towns or parties; 
each party seems to have a chief who presides 
over them like a petty king. I could not observe 
any rules of goverfiment, but at a drinking-bout 
king and subjects are all alike. Their king is dis¬ 
tinguished from the rest by being the largest man, 
and by wearing a kind of sash around his waist. 
It is trne he has a deference paid him by his sub¬ 
jects, and whatever be ordersiis done immediately, 
be being himselfexencipted from any kind of work. 
But i never saw any punishments inflicted by him, 
nor any quarrels among the people themselves, 
’excepting at a drinking feast, and then their wives 
always took care that no bad consequences should 
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follow, by putting every weapon out of their way, 
especially their knives. iFor this reason, jt ima*- 
gine that they are always quarrelsome in liquor;- 
of which one or two instances hapfiened while I 
was among, them. Their manner of ficasting is to 
take a quantity of small sweet berries, and put 
them into aVit dug in the ground, about four feet 
square, line(|in the si^s and bottom with horses 
hides. This'^cask, if* may so call it, is thus fil¬ 
led half With b^iiries, and then filled up with wa¬ 
ter, which bein-^ stirred well with sticks, is left to 
ferment about ferty-eight hours. All the people 
then sit found n, men and women together, smok¬ 
ing and drinking, and singing in their way, but. 
more like shrieking cries, and when drunk they 
frequently proceed to blows. 

These' jlndians seldom live long in one place, 
for when their horses have ate up the pasture, 
they remove their town, and all their goods, which 
is soon done, a few miles off; and this occurring 
several times in a year, they have no settled dwel¬ 
ling. Their habitations are scattered all over the 
country, with few huts together, and there are 
three times the number in the town where the 
chief resides above what I saw' any where else. 
They seem to have some notion of the devil, and 
are alraid of apparitions, for none would stir out 
of their huts when dark without company; and 
one night in particular, we heard a great noise in 
the town, like several drums beating, which next 
day we found had been some of the Indians beat¬ 
ing the sides of their houses, made of horses skins, 
to frighten the devil away. 

A new born child is Wrapt up in a sheep’s skin, 
and, instead of a bed or cradle, laid on a machine, 
somewhat resembling our hand-barrow, the bottom 



^56 DANGERS AND DISTRESSES 

of whjch is also covered with a sheep’s skin. This 
is hunc up by the four jcorners, the child’s lej^s 
and arms beii^. fastened with a lash of horse’s 
skin to prevent it from falling over, and swung 
backwards and forwards instead of a ^adle. All 
the children, young and old, are ev^y morning 
taken to the nearest rivulet, and pmnged naked 
under the water, even when the grojind is cover¬ 
ed with snow.* They are^hus ha^ened to run 
about naked, though in the midst yf wifiter. 

And now the time of the Indiar 's hunting voy- 
'age approaching, which is every spring, and the 
whole summer generally spent m tkking wild 
horses, we made great intercession to accompany 
them. But we were given to understand, that we 
must be. sent further into the country to remain 
with other Indians until their return. We at last 
prevailed, by assuring the chief that we had Eng¬ 
lish friends at Buenos Ayres, who would make 
him a very handsome satisfaction for us, and would 
redeem us at whatever price was set on our heads. 
This seemed to please him, and he then consent¬ 
ed. We were at that jime about a thousand miles 
from Buenos Ayres ; and the route of the Indians 
extends to the eastern coast of Patagonia quite 
to the sea about an hundred miles southward of 
*Biieiios Ayres. When they set out, they carry 
away every thing belonging to them ; women, 
children, houses, and all. These last are slung 
across the horses, and at night are taken down to 
be shelter from the weather. A few supernume¬ 
rary horses serve . Ibr'maintaining the party, until 
they commence hunting, which seldom happens 
before travelling seven or eight days. 

Atl ast the wished-for moment came, when wc 
all aet out in a body, except John Duck, whose 
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misfortune it was to have a complexion too near¬ 
ly resembling the Indians, being a mulatto'born 
in London ; tor wliich reason he was sold liy the 
chief far^Ker up the country^ wiiere he would 
end his dajU, as there was no prospect of his ever 
returning t\£ngland. 

We had tiVveiled ten or twelve days, without 
seeing any v\|ild horses, but soon afterwards st ve- 
ral were ingeniously caught by the Indians. This 
is done in itwcK ways: fi,rst with a lash made of 
Jiorse skins, abi^ut fifty feet long, and tw-t) iuches 
broad, with a running* noose at one end. The 
huntsman holds the nouse in his right hand, and 
the end in the left, and on coming witliin a few 
yards of the wild aniraal, though running at full 
speed, throws the noose over its head, by"which 
means it is soon taken. Secondly, an iron ball, 
about two pounds weight, is fastened to each end 
of a leather strap, about twelve feet long; and 
un Indian, when within distance of bis object, 
having swung one of the balls several times rpund 
his head, throws it at the wild ho/se’s legs, at 
the same time parting with the other. This sel¬ 
dom fails of entangling the animal, and throwing 
it to the ground; and horses taken in this way 
become tame in a few days. The Indians are 
even dexterous in killing birds with these balls. 

Having arrived within an hundred miles of 
Buenos Ayres, we requested the chief to dispatch 
one of his men to the governor^ and acquaint him 
that he had three English prisoners, and ia(]|uire 
whether he would redeem them. The chiet did 
so, and the messenger, on his return, brought him 
a certain pledge of fulfilling his promise, which 
was a gold-laced waistcoat; Next day we were dc- 
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sired to get ourselves ready to go to Buenos 
Ay)t», as he and some of his men would accom- 
panytus. ^ 

The hopes^f once more seeing our fellow Chris¬ 
tians, filled us with joy. We were Immediately 
carried before the governor of Buen^Ayres, who 
satisfied our Indian prince, and pa^d the ransom, 
which was ninety dollars, and a few trifles, and 
then dismissed him. We returned hearty thanks 
for his kindness tow^ards us durii)^- our abode, in 
which time we met with greater Regard than after 
wards in a long confinement on board of the Spa¬ 
nish admiral. 


Having undergone an examination by the go¬ 
vernor, and given him a full account of our past 
misfortunes, we were dismissed for a short space on 
bur parole. We w^ere greatly indebted to the pre¬ 
sident of the English Assiento house, Mr Grey, 
from whose compassion and kind intercession we 
were redeemed from the hands of the Indians, as 


he offered to do it entirely at his own charge. The 
governor sent for us several limes, and earnestly 
urged us to turn Cajiholics, and serve the king ol‘ 
Spain: to which we answered, that we were Pro¬ 
testants and true Englishmen, and hoped to die so. 
Many tempting offers were made to seduce us, 
but thank God we resisted them all. When the 


governor found that his efforts were unavailing, 
we were sent as prisoners of war on board the 
Asia, which lay at Monte Video, about thirty 
leagues down the river, waiting for orders. This 
was the Spanish Admiral Pizarro’s ship, which, 
after an unsuccessful attempt to pass Cape Horn, 
for the purpose of being in the South Seas with 
her squadron before ours, was driven back by 
tempestuous weather, and obliged to put into the 
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River Plate, after losing half her crew. The admi¬ 
ral had quitted her, and gone overland to 

We confined above a year, along with six¬ 
teen othen English prisoners orf board the Asia, 
and treateclynore like slaves than prisoners of war. 
Our province was to swab and clean the decks 
fore and aft ^ every morning; and after the work 
was done, we. were confined between decks, with 
a centinel ov^ us as if we had been criminals, and 
we had bAt a ooor allowance of victuals b( sides. 
Tn short, our usage was so bad, that we agreed, a- 
long with the rest of the English prisoners, to at¬ 
tempt obtaining our liberty, though at the risk of 
our lives. 

One night accordingly we escaped from our 
guard, intending to swim ashore, as the ship lay 
within a quarter of a mile of the land,' and travel 
to a Portuguese settlement, on the north side of 
the river.* Another beside myself reached the 
shore in safety, the rest were discovered before 
plunging into the water; I was quite naked, and 
my comrade had only a shirt wrapped round his 
head; but before we got half way to the shore; a 
gun was fired from the ship to alarm the town. 
We travelled until two in the morning, and then 
lay down among the rushes; but the weather be¬ 
ing very frosty, and our feet swelled; and full of 
thorns, we could travel no further. , 

Soon after day light, having met with some men 
on horseback belonging to the plantations, we sur¬ 
rendered ourselves, and they took us behind them 
to their house. Next day we weje carried from 
thence by a party of soldiers sent out in pursuit of 
us, on board the ship, and there put in the stocks, 
neck and heels, four hours every day for a fort¬ 
night. 
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At len^h we were informed of the admiral's ar* 
rivar*^ Buenos Ayres j and he soon came on 
board) when he ordered the ship to be refitted in 
the,best manner possible, being determined to car¬ 
ry her to Old Spain. But there was ^great defi¬ 
ciency of. hands, for which reason jul men that 
could be procured were impressed at ^ont^ Video. 
These, with eleven Indians, whon\ the Spaniards 
lour months before had taken prisoners in a skir¬ 
mish, at a distance from Buenos Ayre^ and now 
designed for their row gallies, were sent on board 
and soon afterwards, 1 had the pleasure of seeing 
my brother midshipman, Mr Campbell, also wTCck- 
ed in the Wager. Clioosing to follow the fortune 
of Captain Cheap, he arrived with him at Chili, 
and came from thence by land to Buenos Ayres, 
accompanied by some officers belonging to the 
Spanish admiral, in March. 

In the latter end of October we sailed 

from Monte Video in the Asia, bound for Spain ; 
and in three days an incident happened on board, 
which had nearly proved fatal to the whole crew. 

About nine at night, we were alarmed with the 
cry of mutiny, and so indeed it proved; but such 
a mutiny as never w ould have been suspected by 
any of the ship’s crew, or perhaps credited by pos¬ 
terity, if a number of persons w^ere not living to 
attestth^ fact. The Indians, above mentioned, were 
a chief named Orellana, and ten of his followers, 
who belonged to a very powerful tribe, which liad 
committed great ravages in the neighbourhood of 
Buenos Ayrqs. Now on board the Asia, they were 
treated with much insolence and barbarity by the 
Spaniards, the meanest officers among whom were 
accustomed to beat them on the slightest pre¬ 
tences, and sometimes only to shew their superiority. 
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Orellana and his followers, though apparently pa¬ 
tient auAsubmissive, meditated a severe revenge. 
He endetwured to converse with such of the Eng¬ 
lish as undcffstood the Spanish language, and seem¬ 
ed very desirous of learning how .many of them 
were on board, and which they were. Aware of 
their being as hostile to the Spaniards as himself, 
he certainly rheaut to disclose his.purpose, and in¬ 
duce them«to embark in the plan he had formed 
/or avenging himself and regaining his liberty. 
But, not finding them* so precipitate and vindic¬ 
tive as he expected, after distantly sounding themi 
he proceeded no farther in respect to their partici¬ 
pation, hut resolved to trust his enterprise to him¬ 
self and his tea faithful followers. 

The necessary arrangements being .made, the 
Indians provided themswves with tile sharp point¬ 
ed knives which were in*common use in the ship, 
and also were secretly employed in cutting out 
thongs from raw hides, to the ends of which they 
fixed the double-headed shot of the small quarter¬ 
deck guns. This, when swung round tfieir heads, 
is a dangerous weapon, and* as already observed, 
they are extremely expert with it. An outrage 
committed on the chief himself, precipitated the 
execution of his daring enterprise ; for one of the 
officers, a brutgl fellow, having ordered him aloft, 
of which he was incapable of performance, then, 
under pretence of disobedience, craelly beat him, 
and left him bleeding on the deck. 

Within a day or two afterwards, Orellana and 
his followers, about nine in the evening, while 
many of the principal officers were enjoying the 
coolne.ss of the air on the quarter-deck, came all 
together on the quarter-deck, and drew towards 
the door of the great cabin. They were immc- 
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diate]^ reprimanded by the boatswain, wlj,o order¬ 
ed tliem to be gone. On this Orellana to 

his followers in their native language, y^en four 
of them retired, two towards each gan^«vay, while 
he himself, and the remaining six, seemed to be 
slowly quitting the quarter-deck. When the In¬ 
dians detached had tatccn possession of the gang¬ 
way, Orellana gave the war whoop, which is the 
harshest and most terrific yell that can l?e conceiv¬ 
ed. Instantly the whole drew their knives, and, 
brandished the double headed shot which had been 
prepared, and, immediately falling on the Spa¬ 
niards, laid nearly forty of them at their feet. 
About twenty of these were killed on the spot, and 
the remainder disabled. Many of the officers, at 
the commencement of the tumult, pushed into the 
great cabin, where they pul out the lights and bar¬ 
ricaded the door; and, of* those who had escaped 
the first fury of the Indians, some endeavoured to 
escape one way and some another, but most, of 
them ascended the main-shrouds, and sheltered 
themselves either in the tops or the rigging. Al¬ 
though the attack walfe made on the quarter-deck 
only, the watch in the forecastle, finding the com¬ 
munication cut off, and terrified by the wounds of 
the few who had forced their way along to them 
for refuge, and besides, being ignorant of who 
and vyhat were their enemies, also run up the rig¬ 
ging of the foremast and bowsprit. 

Thus did eleven Indians, with unexampled cou¬ 
rage and resolution, almost instantaneously make 
themselves master of the quarter-deck of a sixty- 
six-gun. ship, manned w'ith nearly five hundred 
men, and continue some time in peaceable posses- 
siop of it. The officers and crew, who had escap¬ 
ed into different parts of the ship, were long 
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aaxiousJonly for their own safety, and incapable 
of formiW any plan for quelling the insurrefction. 
The yeln; of the Indians, indeed, the groahs of the. 
wounded, Vid the confused clamours of the, crew, 
all heightened by the obscurity prevailing, greatly 
magnified the danger at first. The Spaniards, 
likewise, sensible of the disaffection of the impres¬ 
sed men, and, at the same time, conscious of the 
barbarity their prisoners had experienced, believed 
that it was a general conspiracy, and that their 
* own destruction was inevitable. 

But the tumult considerably subsided when 
the Indians had completely cleared the quarter¬ 
deck, for those who had escaped were kept silent 
by dread, and the Indians were incapable of pur¬ 
suing them to renew the disorder. When Orella¬ 
na saw himself master of the quarter-deck, he 
broke open the arm-chest, which, on a slight sus¬ 
picion of mutiny, had been placed there a few days 
preceding, as a place of greater security. Here 
he expected to find cutlasses sufficient for himself 
and his companions, in the employnietit of which 
they were extremely skilful j and with these, it was 
supposed, he meant to make his wny to the great 
cabin. But, to his great dissappointinent, it con¬ 
tained nothing except fire-arms, which were of no 
use to him, at least they coit ealed the cutlasses 
under them. By this lime, Pizarro, the admiral, 
and his companions in the great, cabin, were able 
to hold conversation through the windows and 
port-holes with those in the gun-room and between 
decks, and thence learned, that the English, who 
were chiefly suspected, had not intermeddled in 
the mutiny, and were all safe^ and they also found, 
that llie o»)ly participators were Orellana and his 
people. Pizarro, therefore, resolved to jittack tfiem 
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on the quarter-deck, before the discontented should 
join them j and, collecting together whaie/er arms 
were in flie cabin, distributed them to compa¬ 
nions. Theyjiad pistols, but neither p/vvder nor 
ball j however, in coiiseqaence of the fcorrespon- 
dence established with the gun-room, they lower¬ 
ed down a bucket from the cabin, and, by that 
means, received a quantity of pistol-cartridges out 
of one of the gun-room ports. They then partly 
opened the cabin door, and fired some shot among 
the Indians on the quarter-deck, at first without 
effect. At length, Mindinuetta had the good fortune 
to shoot Orellana dead on the spot, on which his 
faithful companions, abandoning all thoughts of 
further resistance, leaped into the sea, where every 
man perished. Thus was the insurrection quelled, 
and the slnp regained, after being two hours iu 
the possession of this gallant chief and his unfor¬ 
tunate countrymen. To the whole of the affair I 
was witness. 

The admiral finding that none of the English 
had engaged in the insurrection, treated them 
with a little more lenity for a few days, and endea¬ 
voured, thougl\,fruitlessly, to persuade them, with 
great promises of preferment, to enter- into the 
SpaMisli service. 

Towards the latter end of February, 1746, we 
arrived at Concoubene, a harbour about five leagues 
south of Cape Finisterre; where we requested to 
be sent on shore, as prisoners of war. But being 
told tliat we must all.go in the ship to the Groyne, 
we went on the quarter-deck in a body, and said 
to the admiral that we should no longer be slaves 
on board. Next day, however, we were sent ashore 
knd confined fifteen days in a prison, chained to¬ 
gether like criminals, and fed on bread and water. 
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When tie ship sailed for the Groyne, we were re¬ 
leased fiV>in our dungeon, and marched thitKer by 
land, uT^er a file of musketeers. On'arriving 
there, we ^^ere put two days into the guard-house, 

and from tnence sent to St Antonio^s Castle, which 

* * 

is on an island at the entrance of the harbour; a 
prison for thieves and felons. In this dismal place 
we were kept fourteen weeks, among the worst o 
malefactors, when an order came from the court 
of Spain to send us to Portugal, allowing us a guide 
*and a real per day. 

On reaching Oporto, in eight days, the English 
consul, on our application, and on hearing the 
hardships we had undergone, gave each of us three 
days maintenance, and a quarter of a moidore. 

We embarked in the Charlotte, snow, on the 
28th of April, 1746, and under convoy of the York 
and Folkstone men-of-war, arrived at London on 
the 5th of July following; three only of the eight 
left on the coast of Patagonia, Samuel Coopevy 
John Andrews and myself, being so happy as once 
more to see their native country. 
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ACCOUNT OF FOUR RUSSIAN ^41LORS 

% 

ABANDONfiD ON THE ISLAND OP EAST SPITZBEKGEN. 

1743 


In the year 1743, Jeremiah Okladmkof, a mer¬ 
chant of Mesen, in the province of Jugovia, and 
government of Arcliangel, in Russia, fitted out a 
vessel for the Greenland whale-fishery. She car¬ 
ried fourteen men, and was destined for Spitzber- 
gen. For eight successive days after their sailing 
the wind was fair, but on the ninth it changed j 
so that instead of getting to the coast of Spitzber- 
gen, the usual rendezvous of the Dutch sliips, they 
were driven eastward,* and after some days* elap¬ 
sed they found themselves near an island, called 
by the Russians Little Broun. Approaching with¬ 
in three versts, or two English miles of this island, 
the vessel was suddenly surrounded by ice, and 
the crew were seduced to an extremely dangerous 
situation. 

In this alarming state, a council was held, when 

the mate, Alexis Hiinkof, informed his comrades 

' * 

* This narrative was published‘at St Petersburgb, by M. I-e 
Koy, Professor of History there, in I768. It was originally 
written in Ciernian, and wajs, six years afterwards, translated iii- 
^to Knglisb, under the immediate inspection of several niembeiN 
"ofthe Royal Si^ciely of London. 
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that soMie of the people of Mesen formerly iptend* 
ed wintering on this island, and for that purpose 
had carried timber hither, fit for building a hut, 
and actually erected one ait some distance from 
the shore. 

The whole crew, therefore, concluded to winter 
there, if the hut, as they hoped, still existedi be¬ 
cause they were exposed to imminent danger by 
remaining in the ship; and they would infallibly 
perish if they did so. Four of the crew were, on 
that account, dispatched in search of it, or of any 
other assistance they might meet with. 

The names of these four were, Alexis Him- 
kof, Iwan Himkof, Stephen Scharapof and Fee¬ 
der Weregin. Two miles of ice intervened be¬ 
tween them and the shore, which being loose, and 
driven together by the wind, rendered the approach 
difficult and dangerous. Providing themselves 
with a musket, a powder-horn containing twelve 
charges of powder, with as many balls, an axe, a 
kettle, about twenty pounds of flour, a knife,’ a 
tiivler-box, some tobacco, and each his wooden 
pipe, they soon arrived on the island. 

Their first employment was exploring the coun¬ 
try, when they discovered the hut alluded to, about 
a mile and a-half from the shore. It was thirty-six 
feet long, eighteen broad, and eighteen high; and 
consisted of two chambers. Rejoicing greatly at 
their success, they passed the night in it, though 
having been built a considerable time, it had suf¬ 
fered much from the weather. 

Next morning the four men hastened to the 
shore, impatient to communicate their good .for¬ 
tune to their comrades; likewise designing to 
get such stores, ammunition, and necessaries from 
the vessel, as to enable them to winter on the island. 
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But the reader may couceive their sorrow land as- 
tonishmeDt, when on reaching the placj^ where 
they had landed, nothing was to be seen but an 
0pen sea, instead of the ice, whicli only the day 
preceding had covered it. Doubtless a violent 
storm, which arose during the night, had operat¬ 
ed the change. It was not known, however, whe¬ 
ther the vessel had been beat to pieces by the ice, 
or whether she had been carried by the current 
to the ocean; not an uncommon event in Green¬ 
land. Whatever accident befel her, certain it is 
they saw her no more; whence it is probable that 
she sunk, and that all on board perished. 

This unfortunate occurrence deprived them of 
the hope/)f ever being able to quit the island, and 
full of horror and despair, they returned to the hut. 
But their first attention was directed to the means 
of providing subsistence, and repairing their ha¬ 
bitation. The twelve charges of powder procured 
them as many rein-deer, for the island, fortunate¬ 
ly for them, abounded with these animals. 

Though there were rpany crevices in the build¬ 
ing, the wood of the hut was still sound and un¬ 
impaired, therefore the deficiency was supplied 
and done the more easily, because the lower class 
of Russians are expert carpenters, blere they had 
plenty of moss to assist them. 

The intense cold of the climate prevents the 
growth of vegetables, and no species of tree or 
shrub is found on the Islands of Spitsbergen. The 
Russians, however, collected a quantity of wood 
on the shore, which at first consisted of the wrecks 
of vessels, and afterwards of whole trees with their 
foots, the produce of some more ho.spitable cli- 
ma^, though unknown. Fortunately they found 
several bits of old iron, some nails, five or six inches 



ON SriTZBERGEN. 


S69 

% 

long, ai|d an iron hook, on a few wooden boardE 
washed jn by the sea. They likewise found the 
root of a’ fir-tree bent and nearly fashioned into the 
shape of a bow. 

By the help of a knife, a bow was soon formed 
but wanting a string and arrows. Unable at pre¬ 
sent to procure either, they resolved to make two 
lances to defend themselves against the white bears. 
The iron hook was therefore fashioned into a ham- 

I 

mer, by^Widening a hole which it happened to 
have about the middle, with one of the largest 
nails. A large pebble served for an anvil, and a 
couple of rein-deer horns served for the tongs. 

By meads of such tools, two Spear heads were 
made, which were tied fast with thongs to sticks 
about the thickness of a man’s arm. Thus equip¬ 
ped, the Russians ventured to attack a'white bear, 
and, after a most dangerous encounter, simceeded 
in killing it. This was a new supply of provisions i : 
they relished the flesh exceedingly, and easily"di'** 
vided the tendons into filaments, which, besides 
other uses, served for strings to their bow. 

The Russians, in the nejct place, proceeded to 
forge some bits of iron into smaller pieces, resem¬ 
bling the head of the spears, and these were fitted id 
arrows, by fastening them to fir rods. They had thug 
a complete bow and arrows, and were more easi¬ 
ly enabled to obtain food. With these, during 
their abode in the island, they killed no less than > 
two hundred and fitly rein-deer, and a great uuiRc-< 
ber of blue and white foxes. Tl»ey fed on thie 
flesh of the animals, and used their skins for -cloth-, 
ing. They killed only ten while during 

their residence, and thot at ihe utmost hazard; for 
these creatures are amazingly strong,, and defend-* 
cd themselves with surprising vigour and fury. 
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The first was attacked intentionally; t^e other 
nine were killed in self-defence, for the ^animals 
even ventured to enter the outer-room of* the hut 
to devour them. Some, less ferocious than others, 
were repulsed on the first attempt, but a repetition 
of their attacks exposed the sailors to the continual 
apprehension of being destroyed. 

As they could not afford wood for a constant 
fire, they dried a portion of their provision in<tbe 
open air, and afterwards hung it up iif‘the hut, 
which was always full of smoke. Prepared in ‘ 
this way, they used it for bread, because they were 
under the necessity of eating their other flesh half 
raw. 

Unfortunately, one of the Russians was attack¬ 
ed by the scurvy. Iwan Himkof, who had win¬ 
tered several times on the coast of West Spitzber- 
gen, advised his companions to swallow raw and 
frozen meat in small pieces; to drink the blood of 
the’rein-deer, as it flowed warm from the veins of 
the animal, and to eat scurvy-grass, although it was 
not very abundant. Those who followed his in¬ 
junctions found an effeptual antidote, but Feodor 
Weregin, being naturally of an indolent disposi¬ 
tion, averse to drinking the rein-deer blood, and, 
unwilling to leave the hut when he could possibly 
avoid it, was soon seized with the scurvy. Under this 
afflicting distemper he passed nearly six years, 
enduring the greatest sufferings: At length he be¬ 
came so weak that he could not sit erect, nor even 
raise his hand to his mouth, so that his humane 
companions were obliged to attend on, and feed 
him like a new born infant until the hour of his 
death. 

’• In the course df their excursions through the 
illan(|l, the seamen had met with aslimy loam, or kind 
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of clay,I of which they contrived to make a lamp, 
and proposed to keep it constantly burning with 
the fat of the animals they should kill. 'I'hus they 
filled it with rein-deer’s fat, and stuck a bit of 
twisted linen into it for a wick. But, to their ntior- 
tihcation, always as the fat melted, it not only was, 
absorbed by the clay, but fairly run through it on 
all sides. On this account they formed another 
lamp, which they dried thoroughly in the air, and 
heated red hot. It was next quenched in their kettle, 
M'herein they had boiled a quantity of flour down 
to the consistence of tl/;!i starch. When filled with 
melted fat, they found, to their great joy, that it 
did not leak. Encouraged by this attempt, they 
made another, that, at all events, they might not 
be destitute of light, and .saved the remainder of 
their flour for similar purposes. Oakum thrown 
ashore, as also cordage found among the wrecks (»f 
vessels, served for wicks; and when these resources 
failed, they converted their shirts and drawers to 
the same purpose. By such means they kept a 
lamp burning from soon after their arrival on the 
island, until the day of their embarkation for their 
native country. * 

Clothes, in so rigorous a climate, next became 
an object of necessity. The uses to which they 
had applied what they had brought with them ex¬ 
posed them still more to its severity." The skins of 
rein-deer and foxes had hitherto served for bedding. 
It was essential to devise some method of' tanning 
them, the better to withstand the weather. This 
was accomplished, in a certain degree, by^soa^ing 
the skins in water until the hair could be rubbed,of^ 
and then putting rein-deer fat upon them. The 
leather, by such a process, became soft and pliant. 
The want of awls and needles was supplied by bits 



RUSSIANS ABANDONAD 


*7« 

of iroa occasionally collected: of these the^y made a 
kindo/ wire, which, being heated red hot, was pierced 
with a knife, ground to a sharp point, which formed 
the eye of a needle. The sinews of bears and rein¬ 
deer, split into threads, served for sewing the pieces 
of leather together, whieii enal)le(J th<‘ Russians to 
procure jackets ami trowscr? for sutnmer dress, and 
a long fur gown with a hood for their winter appa¬ 
rel. 

The wants of these unfortunate persons being 
thus provided for, the only refioclions disturbing, 
them w'ere regret for those left behind at home, or 
the apprehension of some one of them surviving all 
bis companions, and then either famishing for want 
of food, or becoming a prey to wilt! beasts. The 
male, Alexis Hiinkof, had a wife and three child¬ 
ren, who were constantly in his* mind, and he 
was unhappy from the dread of never seeing them 
more. 

Excepting white bears, foxes, and rein-deer, 
with which the island abounds, no other animals 
inhabit it. A few birds are seen in summer, such 
as gee.se, ducks, and other water-fowl. Whales 
seldom approach the shore; but there are great 
numbers of seals: other fish are scarce j and indeerl 
their being in ])lenty would have little availed the 
Russians, who were unprovided with, the means of 
taking them. Sometimes they found the teeth and 
jaws of seals on the shore, bnt never aii entire car¬ 
case; fdt when these animals die on land, the white 
bears immediately eat them. The common food of 
this ferocious creature, however, is the flesh of 
dead whales, which are frequently seen floating 
Hbout in the polar regions, and are sometimes cast 
jon shore, when this provision fails, they fall up- 
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eo seals, ydeTouring these and other animals sleeps 
ing on the beach. 

The island had many mountains and steep rocks 
of stupendous height, perpetually covered with 
snow and ice: not a tree, nor even the poor¬ 
est shrub was to be met with: neither is there 
any vegetable but scurvy-grass, though plenty of 
moss grows in every part. The Russians found 
no river; hov, ever, there were many small rivulets 
rising among the rocks and mountains, which af- 
foroed a'quantity of water. 

They saw the sun moving for months together 
round the horizon during summer, and in win¬ 
ter they were an equal length of time in total dark¬ 
ness; but the Aurora Borealis, which was then 
frequent, contributed to lessen the gloominess of 
so long a night. Thick cloudy weather, great 
quantities of snow^ and almost incessant i^n at 
certain seasons, often obscured the stars. The snow 
totally covered the hut in winter, and left them no 
way of getting out of it, excepting by a hole which 
they had made in the roof of one of the chambers. 

When the unfortunate mariners had passed near^ 
ly six years in this dismal abode, Feodor Weregin, 
who had all along been in a languid state, died,, 
after sulSering the most excruciating pains. Though 
his companions were thus freed of the trouble of at* 
tending on him, and the grief of witnessing his mise¬ 
ry, they were deeply affected by his death. 1 hey 
saw their number lessened, and each wished to be 
the next to follow him. Having died in winter, ft 
grave as deep as possible was dug in the snow tp 
receive his corpse, and the survivors then covered 
it over to the best of their power, to prevent the 
M'hite bears from getting at it. 

VOL. II. s 
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Whilfe^the melancholy reflections e^ite^h^Were- 
gin’s death were still fresh in the minds of his com¬ 
rades, and while each expected to pay 

tie^ to the companions of his misfortunes that h y 
had done to him, or to be himself the first to re¬ 
ceive them, a Russian vessel unexpectedly came^n 
“^on the ISlh of August 1749. _ 

This vessel belonged to a trader who had come 
to Archangel, and intended to winter in Nova 
Zembla! but fortunately it was proposed to him to 
winter at West Spitzbergen, to which, after many 

objections, be assented. Contrary winds On the 

nisaee prevented the ship from ifeaching the place 
of her destination, and drove her towards East 
Spitzbergen, directly opposite to the residen^ of 
the mariners. As soon as they perceiv^ her, they 
hastened to light fires on the nearest hdls, and then 
ran to the beach waving a fla|j,made of a rem-deer s 
skin fastened to a pole. Tfie people on board ob¬ 
serving these signals, concluded there ^were men 
ashore imploring their assistance, and therefore 

came to an anclior near the island. 

To describe tiie joy of the unfortnniite mariners 
at seeimr the moment of their deliverance so near 
Is iSble. They soon agreed with the master 
ofthe vessel to take them and all their riches on 
board, for which they should work during the voy¬ 
age, and pay him eighty rubles on arriving in Russia. 
Therefore they embarked, carrying with them two 
thousand weight of rein-deer faV many hides of 
the same animals, the skins of the blue aod white 
foxes and bears they had killed. Neither did they 
neglect to carry away their spears, their knife and 
axe, which were almost wore out, or their awls and 
needles, which Were carefully preserved m a box. 
v#»rv inireniouslv made of bone. 


"h 
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Ai\cr spending six years and three months mthis 
rueful solitude, they arrived safe at Archangel on 
the 25th of* September 1749. But the moment 
of landing was nearly fatal to the affectionate wife 
of Alexis Himkof, who happened to be present when 
the vessel came into port. Immediately recognis¬ 
ing her husband,' she ran with such eagerness to 
embrace him, that she slipped into the water, and 
verv narrowly escaped being drowhed. 

All the three survivore^were strong and healthy: 
having lived so long without bread, they could not 
be reconciled to the use of it; neither could they 
bear spirituous liquors, and drank nothing but wa¬ 
ter. 

As they were vassals of Count Schuwalow, who 
then had a grant of the whale fishery, M, Le Roy 
requested of him that they might be sent from Arch¬ 
angel to StPetersburgfi, where he could satisfy him¬ 
self respecting their'adventures. Accordingly two 
of |hem arrived, Alexis Himkof, a^d about fifty, 
and Iwan Himkof, about thirty. They brought 
some curious specimens of their workmanship, so 
neatly executed, that it was doubtful with what tools 
it could have been done. From their account, both 
to M. Klingstadt, auditor of the Admiralty at Arch¬ 
angel, and what they now communicated, M. Le 
Roy composed the preceding narrative. - 

The place where the preceding events occurred 
is not altogether evident, for it is not clearly ex¬ 
plained what country in particular is to be under¬ 
stood by Emt Spitzbersen, whether the extqn^dtre 
tract known by the name of Spitsbergen, 

or any island in the Ilclniiy. Most probably, how¬ 
ever,"from the animals described, the scene of the 
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misfoitunes of the Russians lay in Spit^ergen, 
pr^eRy so called. 

The northern part of that country, so far as hi¬ 
therto explored, reaches beyond 81* of north lati¬ 
tude, and extends to between 76 and 77® south. 
But whether it forms an island, or is united to the 
continent of America, is questioned by navigators 
and geographers. 

For centuries past it has been greatly resorted 
to on account of the profitable whale«fistiery of the 
surrounding seas, and several shipwrecks, as well 
as incidents similar to the preceding, have occur¬ 
red there, and in the vicinity. Spitsbergen is a 
bleak and barren country, and received its name 
from the lofty pointed mountains by which it is 
covered: perpetual snow prevails, few plants spring 
from the soil, and it is destitute of wood. But to 
compensate in some measure for the scanty pro¬ 
ductions of nature by land, it|i seas, abundantly 
stored with fish, can afford a copiohs supply both 
of food and clothing to mankind. 



WBXCX OF TUB INSPECTOR PRIVATEER. 977 

N 

WRECK OF THE INSPECTOR PRIVATEER 

IN TANGIER BAY, 4tH JANUARY, 1746. 


The Inspector privateer, commanded by Captain 
Richard Veale, sailed from the Downs on a cruize 
on the 34th of October 1745. She belonged to 
the port of London, and was manned by two hun¬ 
dred and five hands. At first she met'with pretty 
good success in taking two prizes, and then steer¬ 
ed for the Straits of Gibraltar, which she entered 
on the first ol January 1746. Next day, during a 
brisk gale, the vessel sprung a leak ; and notwith¬ 
standing the utmost exertions of the crew, plying 
night and da^ at the pumps, it was with the great¬ 
est difficulty that they could keep her above wa¬ 
ter. All their efforts proved in vain, and on the 
fourth, finding that she must inevitably sink in a 
very short time, they ran her ashore in Tangier 
Bay, little doubting that they should obtain a fa¬ 
vourable reception and immediate relief from the 
Moors. 


Unhappily these expectations, which were found* 
ed in the confidence that a treaty between the Em^ 
peror of Morocco mid the British Court inspired, 
proved fallacious: the inhuman Moors <$ame down 
upon the shipwrecked mariners like so many fe¬ 
rocious beasts of prey. Those who thought them¬ 
selves fortunate in reaching the shore with their 
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Jives, yrere treated with the greatest barbarity, and 
stripped of every article of clothing; and some 
wtio ventured to offer resistance were mercilessly 
butchered or drowned. 

A small poriimi of the crew got into the town 
of Tangier: others lay all night without the walls 
suffering the pains of hunger, and cold from the 
inclemency of the season. But twelve remained 
on the wreck, spending their melancholy hours in 
doleful outcries, and expecting every moment to, 
be swallowed up by the waves, which broke in 
mountains over their heads. Providence, how¬ 
ever, thought fit to preserve them from this iip- 
pendii^ danger, for in the morning the Moors 
sent off a boat, which brought them all safe ashore. 
They considered it at first a happy deliverance, 
but no sooner had they got into the boat, more 
dead than alive, than the Moors stripped them 
of every thing of the smallest value.; tulding insult 
to the injury, by calling them Christian dogs and 
unbelievers, fellows that deserved no mercy. 

Out of the whole crew it was fouqfi that ninety- 
six perished in the sea,^r were killed in endeavour¬ 
ing to get on shore. The survivors, being eighty- 
seven in number, wuth much difficulty obtained 
permission to repair in a body to the house of the 
British consul, to communicate their situation to 
him, and endeavour to procure some subsistence. 
Unluckily the consul was at Gibraltar, andtjie peo¬ 
ple, though in a deplorable condition, almost na¬ 
ked i and many, desperately wounded by the Moors, 
■?could get no relief froib his deputy, ihough they 
Remained six days in that state. 

, Mr Petticrew, the consul, arrived in the Phoenix 
man-of-war, a few dayS|^fterwards, and applied to 
the alcaide for liberty to the surviving crew to go 
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to Gibraltar} bat the alcaide replied that he pould 
not ^ant it without permission from the emperor. 
Mr Petticrew, therefore, sent them information 
that he would provide ropes for them to descend 
over the walls at night, and a vessel to carry them 
off. It does not appear, however, that this was 
attempted. 

Soon afterwards they received the mortifying 
intelligence that there were no hopes of their get¬ 
ting out of the country, and that they would be 
condemned to a state of slavery, until the British 
government discharged an old debt claimed by the 
Emperor of Morocco for captives, redeemed seven¬ 
teen years before. 

This information being first obtained by tlie of¬ 
ficers, they lost no time in endeavoufing4o escape, 
which they happily effected, by means of the Phoe¬ 
nix’s barge sent ashore by the captain well man¬ 
ned and arnted for that purpose. Apprehensive that 
any attempt of tlie whole to escape might endan¬ 
ger their own liberty, they advisied the others to 
keep quiet, and the consul would next day pro-' 
cure their liberty. In this* manner, the captain, 
his three lieutenants, and the lieutenant of marines, 
escaped. After they l¥ad got on board, the cap¬ 
tain sent a boat in the night to ply dong shore, anff 
carry off as many as could be found. But no 
sooneriiad the barge of the Phoenix got the offi¬ 
cers a musket-shot from shore, than the town was 
alarmed j and the Moors discovering that part oC 
their booty was irrecoverably lost, breathed 
thing but revenge for the disappointment: there¬ 
fore, those of the mfuriners left behind were drove 
to the town jail, with every mark of infamy and 
reproach. , 

No adequate idea can be fdffned of this loath- 
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w>ttie |)lEoe S the cells ih NewgXte, destine^ for the 
reception of the most atrocious criminals, cannot be 
compared to it. The pittance which had origi* 
nally been allowed the people was withdrawn, and 
for finest three successive days, they receitred no 
kind of sustenance. • The governor of the town 
had so little compassion, that when their wretched 
state was explained to him, he only answered, with 
derision, ** If the unbelieving dogs are hungry, let 
them eat the stones.” 

Permission was at length obtained, by one en¬ 
dowed with more humanity, for them to beg about 
tbc town in the day-time, under the eye of a guard. 
But notwithstanding this indulgence, the inha¬ 
bitants proved little acquainted with bharity, 
and only a slender subsistence was given, inso¬ 
much that w<hen one of the seamen accidentally 
succeeded, the others were like to tear him to 
pieces for a part of his gains. Every night they 
were obliged to return to the dark and dismal dun¬ 
geons appropriated for their reception. 

Thus they continued above two months, beg¬ 
ging thpugh the day, and closely conbned all 
night, and then were told that they should shortly 
be conducted to the presence of the emperor. 
I’his was alarming news i they were no strangers 
to his arbitrary nud despotic dispositibn, and thence 
unanimously resolved, if possible, to break out and 
make their escape before an order should come to 
remove dkem. Accordingly they made the at¬ 
tempt, which unhappily proved abortive. 

, Iron chains Wjpre ibmediately locked round 
j^heir necks, and tvpnty of them finked together; 
^hey were deprived of sustenance, and con^ned in 

dungeon, wherq daylight scarcely penetrated. 
Their miseries there were intolerable; but uo one 
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can form any idea of what he is able to endnre^Si^,' 
til lie be put to the test • ' 

What these unfortunate seamen ^suffered from 
hunger, induced them to entertain thtmghts of-put¬ 
ting one of their number to death, in order that his 
body might support the rest. The shock occa¬ 
sioned by this pro})Osal was excessive, and it was 
never put in execution,' though each was ready to 
eat the flesh ojST his own bones. The jailor, on their 
^ cqmplaints, remonstrated with the people of the 
town that they were about to perish, whence two 
little cakes for each man, and eight small sheep, 
were provided. Tajo of the sheep they instantly 
devoured raw, for they had wanted food four days 
and nights. 

An order now came to transmit the seamen un¬ 
der a proper guard to Bufebran, about $00 miles 
distant, where the emperor would receive them In 
his camp. On the 18th of May, therefore, after 
they h^ been between four and five months at 
Tangier, they were drove out of the prison un¬ 
chained, and conducted without ,the town wails. 
They marched ten roilesi guarded by three hun¬ 
dred men, who made a circular encampment at 
night, in the centre of which the prisoners lay on 
the ground. On the third day they arrived at a 
sea-port town called Larache, where they were 
confined twelve days.in prison. During the march, 
they had been Rupplied only with bread and wa¬ 
ter. 

Early on the of June, their progress wtts |re- 
sumed, and on the 9th, they reached tUe'empert5r*s 
camp at Bufeoran, ten miles distant from Mequi- 
nez. They halted about sixty paces froto' his tent, 
and in a few minutes he came forth, paouhted his 
borse, and surveyed them and other things pre- 
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eent^tcf'Him, '*He then sent for fotir Epgiishroen^ 
who had deserted from the Spanish service at Ca- 
diii and had beerf a year in Morocco. His people 
next conducted the captives, forsuchihey were now 
to be considered, to a caslle at a little distance, there 
to remain until further orders. They had not 
been long there, before the governor of Tangier 
and his attendants were driven into the castle, and 
ironed in the same manner as the seamep had been 
by him at Tangier. Now they reflect^ that he, 
might repent his inhuman answer, that they'migiit 
eat the stones to satisfy their hunger: neverthe¬ 
less many gave him bread, though they were them- 
sellres allowed only twopence a day for subsist¬ 
ence. 

Soon after the emperor ordered the captives to 
be ranged before him, and then selected Six df the 
youngest, whom he sent to the castle to assist the 
Moors, who had the charge of hiS arms. He com¬ 
manded the remainder to be provided with a pick¬ 
axe, and sent them to Bufeoran Castle to com¬ 
mence the operations of their slavery. 

Immediately on theif arrival, they were employ¬ 
ed in pulling down buildings j and the emperor of¬ 
ten came to superintend the work, and give diree- 
tions about removing the rubbish!| when he some¬ 
times staid five o^eix hours, and even a whole day. 
But his anxiety for the completion of the work 
was such, that the captives were dot allowed a mo¬ 
ment’s rest, nor to stand upright to stretch them¬ 
selves ; neither were they supplied with a single 
drop of water, though the heat of the suU^as so 
great that their fk^s and backs were snine en¬ 
tire blister. * ff 

Under these distressing circumstances, many of 
the people proposed to abjure their religion, and 
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become Mahometans, being the only: Watts of re¬ 
deeming themselves from such' opprcBSive slavery. 
And, in fact, before a month had ela|ised, twenty 
of tltem, and also eight Englishmen who were 
previously in Barbary, forsook Christianity. Those 
''who apostatize, however, in this manner, though 
protected by the laws of the country, are never 
trusted or esteemed by the original followers of 
Mahomet., 

. The emperor came to Bufeoran Castle, to sur¬ 
vey the works, the fourth day after the arrival of 
the captives. He then w»eni about ten o’clock to 
.the other castle, where the governor of Tangier 
and his miserable companions had lain five days 
in chains on the bare ground, without the smallest 
allowance of provisions. If they weye supplied 
with a little water to allay their thirst, it was con¬ 
veyed by some compassionate friend, who hazard¬ 
ed his life for his humanity. Having viewed these 
unfortunate wretches, the emperor withdrew about 
sixty paces from the castle towards his camp, when, 
turning round, he gave orders that they should all 
be brought out before him.* Whenever they were 
arranged in the form required, the governor, three 
sons of the late bashaw, and another principal in¬ 
habitant of Tangier, were unchained, and set apart 
from the rest. Then with all possible' serenity the 
emperor desired his armour-bearer to bring him 
his scimetar. He drew it from the scabbard, with 
a countenance as composed as if he had been go¬ 
ing to exercise a body of troops. 

One of the delinquents was next commanded to 
be loosened from his chains, and hraugbt before 
him: the unhappy man, aware of his approach¬ 
ing fate, fidl prostrate, and with tears im|dored’ 
mercy, AH entreaties were vain, for the emperoa*. 
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them, 

of*Ooa 1^* ttQtd^ith one blow struck olF his head. 
This done, Wretumed his scimetar to the armour* 
.beai^r, with orders for him and his assistants to fol- 
4ow the same example; and retiring a short way 
ofT, stood to see his orders executdd* fin this man¬ 
ner were no less than three hundred land thirty 
victims massacred to glut his diabolitaJ vengeance. 
Included in the numTOr were thirty>nine offenders 
previously at the camp. The death of a fortieth 
autict|^^ the like punishment *, but bia unfortu- 
hnattf,imm¥i^es were obliged to drag along his pu- 
hody, linked as it was by the neck, in the same 
jwtmin $ for no one dared to remove it without an 
" express command. To impres^^his subjects with 
ttill greater terror, the emperor'ordered all the se¬ 
vered heads to be collected in hampers, and sent 
to the governor of Mequinez, to be f xed on the 
walls of that city, exposed to public view. The 
carcases were dragged a mile from the place of 
execution, and then left for food to wild beasts and 
birds of prey. 

The governor of Tangier, the three sons of the 
late bashaw, aud the other person, who w^re freed 
of dieir chains before the massacre to be spectators 
of it, were petrified with horror at the sight, and 
full of apprehension that they were reser^r^ for 
sufferings still more severe. At length the empe¬ 
ror approaching them, spoke without 'any emo¬ 
tion, warning them of the spectacle they beheld, 
and advising them to send and take care that his 
affairs be properly administered atTangier in future, 
'^^y this means be intended to extort a sum of money 
their friendtij|’which not following according to 
%i8 jpitipectations,>hd summoned them once more be- 
finw filth, and gave ciders for their immediate exe- 
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cutioQ. ' He previouily told them, however, that 
having promised they should not die hy the «v70rd» 
now that their iivee,were forfeited fty^a second ne- 

f leet, they should all suffer by the bow-string. 

lereupon two of hit guards wete selected, whp 
were employed to strange them, one after another: 
which they did with all jmaginable deliberation. In 
obedience to the orders of the emperor, to take a 
moderate time in the execution} and notwjthtrtand- 
iog the Bihall number of victims, it occupied two 
* hours. 

Such was the master whom the English captives 
were destined to serve; bis known b^arity made 
them tremble: when they saw such cruelties ex¬ 
ercised on his own subjects, they. could hot sup¬ 
pose that he would ^ay much regard to those of 
a foreign state, and tbeir anxiety increased, from 
being repeatedly informed, that he constantly spoke 
in the most disrespectful terms of the British go¬ 
vernment 

On the SI9th of June, they were somewhat en¬ 
couraged by learning the consul's arrival at Me- 
quinez. The emperor, otwthf same day, sumnionp 
ing the whole before him, selected sixteen of the 
youngest, and asked them if they would torn lila- 
hometans. This they refused, on which he imine* 
diately dispatched them under a proper guard to 
Fez, to assist his gunsmiths. 

The hopes of an ambassador’s arrival, who was 
expected froih Great Britain, supported die cap¬ 
tives during tbeir trials; for it was found that tbe 
consul could render them no assistance. At Wngth 
M r Kilbs, master of the privateer, totally, Wdm hut 
with fatigue, fainted at his workt thk emperor 
seeiug him stretched op the ground; i^pejUired why 
th^ overseers admitted of such indoldnoh i and on 
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exptiiiiiing the cause, ordered that should 
be him. Thrtse Moors, therefore, 

c^rneiSl^r Kilhs^ and the emperor, satisfied that 
be was truly in the agonies of death, desired him 
to be conveyed to tlie outer part of the castle, 
where the captives lodged; and there he soon ex¬ 
pired. He was, at the close of their daily labour, 
interred by his comrades, as decently as their cir¬ 
cumstances would admit. 

The cruelty of the emperor excited a revolt 
among his subjects, and the Tangerines among 
the brst; in consequence of which he removed the 
cwtives from working at the castle of Bufeoran to 
his other castle. They now underwent more ex¬ 
cessive fatigue than before; they were continually 
exposed to the rays of the sun dAl,ring the hottest 
season of the year, and at last^heir skins, being 
almost naked, became so tanned, that their most 
intimate acquaintance would hardly have recog¬ 
nised them. ^ 

The insurgents having collected their forces, at¬ 
tacked the emperor’s troops, and obliged them to 
retreat into the castle, and then set fire to the camp 
on the 4th of September. Next morning the em¬ 
peror tnarcbed out with his whole army, which he 
divided in two parts, and ordered his baggage, to¬ 
gether with the women, children^ converts, and 
Christian slaves, to advance in front. In this or¬ 
der they proceeded to Mequinez, greatly liaras- 
sed on the way by the enemy, who had taaen pos¬ 
session of many advantageous posts: there wem 
numbers killed and wOitnded on each side. Ha\iiVg 
arrived at Meqninez, all the army, but the body- 
jmards, were jsneamped without the walls for the 
mgbu But the poor captives, however, fati^ed 
by the day’s march, vgot no respite, ^hey were 
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k«pt hnrd at work till midnight, md<;^adinjg 
emperor’s baggage, and removing $»amilies erf 
it from place to place. 

«IHe then marched out against the rebels, and af< 
ter some success returned to his palace at Mequi- 
nea, where the Christian captives were drawn up, 
rank and hie, to pay him homage. At his ap¬ 
proach, he stopped short and surveyed them t then 
asking the overseer what place was appointed for 
their lodging, he was told that they were station- 
. ed at the foot of a wall, where they slept. The em¬ 
peror looking around, saw an open arch in front of 
one of the buildings in his garden, and desired they 
might be quartered there in future, as a more com¬ 
fortable place. This being the hrst act of huma¬ 
nity they ever efperienced from him, they warm¬ 
ly congratulated each other, and began to think 
their smairs wore a better aspect. Besides, they 
were much relieved by obtaining shelter under this 
covering from the nocturnal dews. Nevertheless, 
they were otherwise but little protected} for the ma- 
Iteipus Moors repeatedly distu]^bed them, pelting 
of earth, and sometimes stones at them, in the 
night. Luckily there gre^ within the enclosures 
of the gardens several hedges of canes, of which 
they ^contrived to weave a fence towards the open- 
ing ^tlie arch, sufficient to guard them against 
sucliPewqrdly attacks. 

XSe^yurrectiou was in one way benefrcial to 
the cejM^ives, by diverting the attention of their 
maliitera^to tpOTO important affairs, whence thie|r 
aotPhI mieimission of the labour tha^ vroulp 
othefrwise, h^»e been imposed upon them- 
not the emperor been driven from Bufeorau Castle, 
the majoijty u^uld inevitably hat e ,peritihed from^ 
tixcessiVe They had also an increase of* 
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alli(i^<iieA.j to ||yopence a-day for each» ana were 

u^tothe *town to expend it to tht 

bj^advantage. 

^T\\ey were at a loss how to account for this r# 
liixation of the severities imposed on them, and 
could only ascribe It to one source, namely, in¬ 
telligence that the expected ambassador had ar¬ 
rived at Gibraltar, which would soon be follow¬ 
ed by his appearance at Mequinez, and conse¬ 
quently their deliverance. ^ « 

While the captives were indulging thi^ flatter- . 
ipg hopes, they were hastily summoned to appear 
before the emperor, and they all anticipated no 
l^ss than that the hour of thmr liberation was come. 
They joyfully obeyed the order j but what was 
their mortification, to be copomMed speedily to 
remove an enormous pile of #om standing in the 
emjperor*s way, to a quarter of a mile's distance. 

Here they were la^riously occupied two days, 
at the expiration of which time the emperor ex¬ 
pressed considemhle displeasure, that some of the 
work yet remained to be done; and an bundled 
of the foot-gUards were^ next morning ordered to 
assist. Two superannuated soldiers, finding them¬ 
selves unable for the task, desisted; and on this 
being angrily remarked by the emp^r, they ad¬ 
dressed him, in the most humble and submissive 
terms, expressing, thHt aneolute incapacity was the 
sole cause of theil^'^ssation from labour, sand re¬ 
minding him |lmy had served his father, Mu- 
ley Tsmael, eighth* years in the army; whence 
they entmated him fo pity their infirmities, and 
charitably allow ^dp^*Mme sujpport during the 
dbort remainder of a hitherto devoted to the 
^service of his father and himself. To this pathetic 
remonstrance, the emperor replied, that h^lain- 
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W observed they were unable to laWut lorige^^ 
thecefolre he thought it his duty to secure them 
against the evils of old age and poverty; and he in# 
stantly ordered both to be shot through the head. 

After the captives ilnisbed the removal of the 
wood, they were remanded to their lodgings un¬ 
der the arch, and for six weeks that they remained 
at Mequinez, experienced no more hard labour ^ 
though some were by rotation always occupied. 
Being acctdentally employ ed by an overseer to work 
'without the emperor’s own command, he discover¬ 
ed it, and immediately bastinadoed, and degraded 
the overseer, which rendered the other Moors more 
cautious about occupying the Christians. 

In addition to these favourable circumstances,, 
they were first visited by the emperor’s aid-de¬ 
camp, to acquaint them, that he had delivered a 
letter from the governor of Tetuan to the emperor, 
notifying an ambassador’s arrival at Gibraltar; and 
in the next place, one of the emperor’s brothers 
came |o them the samo evening, confirming the 
news, and assuring them that he had heard the 
emperor say he would readily release them, if the 
ambassador had any thing reasonable to offer in 
their behalf. 

Meantime the insurgents were plundering the 
caravahs near Fez, so that the emperor determin¬ 
ed to march against them. Accordingly, on thf' 
34th of October, the captives got notice that the^ 
were appointed to accompany him the follow^iil^, 
morning at break of day, as his army wasthezt lo 
be under arms without the walls of Meqaiueiiii;, 
Bad weather prevailed dating the whole tlm 
35th, the soil was slippery and difficult to travd 
over, and at sunset the army’ was’ stiU eleven 
miles from Fez. The emperor was' extremely 
vot, ii, T 
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anxfptts to*get forward that night; and as he pas¬ 
sed the captives, remarked their dirty, wet, and 
wearied condition; whereon he pointed forwards^ 
intimating that their fatigues would end at the 
town^ called them good men, and ordered a de¬ 
tachment of troops to take care of them and bring 
them up. No sooner was he out of sight, however, 
than the troops, as anxious to get forward as he 
was, deserted their charge, and followed him. 
Now left to themselves, the captives sti'uggled to 
advance, finding the roads always worse, ai^ their 
exertions greater. Several incapable of proceed¬ 
ing, lagged behind and lay on the wet ground all 
night; and some who reached Fez, took whatever 
^shelter they could find, till morping. Next day, 
the stragglers dropped in one by one, but so much 
injured by the fatigue of the inarch, and exposure 
through the night, that several were lamed, and 
two died soon afterwards. 


At Fez, the captives saw their young compa¬ 
nions, whom the emperor had selected to asf^t his 
gun-smiths there; bat owing to the rebellion 
of the city, they w ere reduced to great straits for 
want of subsistence, having nothing hut what their 
masters afforded them, who had very little to them¬ 
selves. 


On the 12th of November, the captives obtained 
a confirmation of the ambassador’s arrival at Gib¬ 


raltar ; and on the 22d they received a letter from 
himself, pathetically lamenting their situation, and 
expressing his hopes of procuring their release; 
he encouraged tbei^ to abandon all views of turn¬ 
ing Mahometans, which, they had communicated 

by a letter to him» some time preceding! they were 
urged to do. This was accompamed jwith 
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a pEcket df letters from their friendftMn Englahd* 
which highly elated the whole. 

However, their labour was soon resumed, aud 
they were employed about a fortress two miles from 
Fez, which the emperor designed to rebuild. There 
they were occupied without intermission, with ex¬ 
ception of Sundays, from day-break until night, 
and all the time received an allowance of-only one 
penny daily. 

Finding their health impaired by this scanty sub¬ 
sistence, they resolved to apply to the emperor 
himself, nptwithstaiiding the dissuasion of other 
Christian captives, who were apprehensive of a ge¬ 
neral massacre ensuing on such a hardy request. 
Nevertheless, after delaying some time by their so¬ 
licitation, they at length resolved to run the hazard. 
Fortunately it pleased the emperor to lend a graci¬ 
ous ear to their suit, and order their allowance to 
be doubled. Thus their fear of starving was dissi¬ 
pated, and they received the thanks of all the other 
Christians, French Spanish, and Portuguese. 

On the 20th of February 174.7, the English were 
commanded to dig a trench for the foundation of a 
new castle, the dimensions of which were to ex¬ 
tend twelve yards beyond the walls of the old one* 
The trench was finished in a fortnight, and then 
they began to erect the building, Which was act 
complished thus: The materials taken from tlm Cld 
walls were reduced almost to powder, and|^i^ii^ 
with a quantity of 6ae loamy earth, well 
with lime and water. A wooden case, correspond¬ 
ing to the thickness, height and length Of in¬ 
tended wall, being erected\nd w^ell secured, the 
captives filled it about eighteen inches high with 
the materials prepared, ’ and then bqat add trod 
them down until they became like paste. In this 
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manner thi^^roceeded, depositing one stratum a- 
bov* another, until they had filled the case, which 
being remdved, left the whole wall like one smooth 
atone. This, hardening in the sun, became strong¬ 
er than any European structure. 

' The keeper of the captives, an old man of a 
spiteful and covetous disposition, used every means 
to draw a profit from their miserable pittance, and 
beat them unmercifully when they complained- 
Those unable to support such treatment deserted 
to the rebels, and their flight reaching the emperor’s 
ears, he ofdered the others to be* more narrowly 
looked after. Sanctioned by this, the cruelty of 
the keeper bad no bounds ; he would sometimes 
drag them along by the beard until he tore it out 
by the roots ; on which they threatened to com¬ 
plain to the emperor himself, but only received 
contumely in return. 

The following day, Mr Nelson, one of the mid> 
shipmen, prostrated himself before the emperor, and, 
intimating that his unacquaintance with the lan¬ 
guage prevented him from making his case known, 
prayed that Maoss, a Dutchman, who had been fif¬ 
teen years a captive, and was in great favour, inso¬ 
much that he had the charge both of stores and mo¬ 
ney, might act as interpreter. Manss was immediate¬ 
ly sent for, and the complaint made j at this same 
time explaining that the keeper’s treatment^ was the 
cause why the three had fled. 

The keeper next morning, according to the em¬ 
peror’s command, appeared before him, with a 
baton in his hand, at least four inches thick. Four 
^ English captives, whofar he had cruelly used the 
preceding night, were'also sent for: and on the 
Ktsepi^ being asked the cause of such treatment, he 

answered, tiiey had sung and been noisy in the 

10 
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night'tiine. Felix Conway, one of them, W'ho bad ^ 
been sixteen years captive, and c6u)d speak the 
language well, at Mr Nelson^s instigation,‘told the 
emperor that the keeper beat them with the large 
stick then in his hand : whereon the emperor or* 
dered four of equal size to be brought, adding, 

“ let them be good ones.** The terrified keeper 
then cried for pardon; but he was extended on the 
ground, and each of the captives having got a 
stick, w;ps commanded to break it on the keeper*s 
bones, under the alternative of having it broke on 
his own. During the performance of this injunc¬ 
tion, the emperor several times cried out, “ Beat 
him on the head ;** and as fast as the sticks were 
broke, others were supplied. In nearly fifteen mi¬ 
nutes, thinking the man dead, he exclaimed, 

“ enough,** and reinanded the fojir captives to 
their usual labour: the keeper was dragged away, 
and expired an hour afterwards. All the slaves re¬ 
joiced at his death, and thought themselves parti¬ 
cularly indebted to the English. 

There was now an engagement with the rebels, 

111 which they were worsted : while it lasted, the 
captives were stationed kt the great guns on the • 
towers of Fez, thinking they would be*able to serve 
them better than the Moors. The rebels, never¬ 
theless, again encamped on the 20tb of December 
1747 , in considerable force, near the same spot 
which they had before occupied, and another l> 4 t- 
tle ensued, which endured from noon untiTdark. 
Next morning it was renewed, when the malopn- 
tents were defeated, leaving great numbers of slam 
on the field. The emperor, however^ ooof:en,tPd 
with his victory, proved less sanguinary than fof- ' 
nierly; and thoup^ the governor of $a]j^, one of 
the rebellious, was taken and brought p^sonel*, 
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he not only pardoned him, but presented him with 
a horse,^ and sent him back to tue town to assure- 
the luhabitdiits oi his r ya) mercy. 

Four ot the euipt'ror^s hursts being committed 
to the charge of as many captives,, Alexander Scot, 
one ot thciii u (1 asicep VI itli the hriUte in his hand, 
ont iHf,ht viliilc on dut), dnnng v\ hu h the gold 
breast-plate </t the horse was stolen. I'lie horses 
were led in the morning, as usual, to the back of 
the royal tent, that the emperor might stlcpt which 
he chose. Scot, still ignorant ot his loss, sat eat¬ 
ing a crust on the giound, when an alcaide, charged 
with overseeing the horses, surprised him with u 
smart stroke, crying, “ VV here. Sirrah, is the horse’s 
breast-plate ?” Scot was struck dumb at missing it, 
and the other Moors employed about the horse, tor 
there were four besides, told him that he must ask 
the emperor lor a new breast-plate, who would ei¬ 
ther give him one or shoot him through the body. 
The empf rOr soon < ame to view the horses, and 
the Moors lelt Scot alone to answt r lor it: when 
imploring mercy, he acknowledged he had lost the 
breast-plate. 1 he emperor ordered him immediate¬ 
ly to go for another; and thinking himselt pardon¬ 
ed. he quickly appeared with his horse belore the 
emperor in a new one of silver, which he got from 
the store-keeper, lie was desired to wait without 
the walls, when the emperor, then at the castle 
where the captives were at work, sent every one 
out ot it, except the bearer ot his lance and mus¬ 
ket. As the captives passed, they bid Scot fare¬ 
well, conceiving that his last hour w as come. 1 he 
emperor then asked hiqi w here he was when the 
breast-plate was stolen : and Scot making frivolous 
excuses^ he levelled the musket at his head, say- 
^‘Viliam, tell me no lies!” and alterwaws 
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made feints of killing him with bis spear. The 
poor mail fell on his face, so terrified that, when 
taken up, he could not stand: and the emperor 
thinking him sufliciently punished by the tright, 
dismissed Inm. However, he was maltreated by 
the Moorish soldiers, displeased at this act ot le¬ 
nity, and the care o( liis liofse was given to ano* 
ther Christi'M’ 

During >1 oi ot Ramadan, which immediate¬ 
ly followed, Scot observed the strap ot the breast- 
’ plate hanging from a bag on a Moor’s back. He 
seized him, and, v/ith the assistance ot other cap¬ 
tives, dragged him before the emperor, where the 
thief not being able to exculpate bimselt, he was 
.stripped and laid on his back, aith six attendants 
securing him*. I’he emperor then taking a knife 
from his own side, delivered it to one of the guards^ 
with an order to cut the culprit’s throat, which 
was instantly executed. 

The Moors for some time testified an incli¬ 
nation to revenge the death of their country¬ 
man, the late keeper, on the captives, and Mr 
Nelson, was peculiarly marked out lor vengeance. 
The overseer laid him on his face, and bastinadoed 
him until he almost expired. But the threats of the 
rest to complain to the emperor, and the report of 
his approaching return, entirely altered their con¬ 
duct, and the captives were sometimes allowed 
to remain idle for a whole day together. 

On the 20th of July 1743, the castle at which 
they were working, called IJoer Dabibah, was com*' 
pleted. It was of a square form, each sido mea¬ 
suring 260 yards in length, 8 yards high* and 4 
feet thick, and inclosing between five and six acres 
of ground. After finishing it, the captives wera» 
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employed a considerable time in filling up a large 
pit from which materials had been dug. 

They now received intelligen'ce from the ambas¬ 
sador, that he would obtain their release as spee¬ 
dily as possible; and on the 31st of October they 
got a letter from the consul, acquainting them that 
the bearers of it had orders to conduct them to 
Tetuan, and that he had provided blanket cloaks, 
shoes, and some mules for the journey. They were 
inexpressibly overjoyed at the happy prospect of 
deliverance, and were congratulated by the Chris¬ 
tians of other nations, who nevertheless could not 
avoid shedding tears of regret for their own hope¬ 
less condition. Nothing but extreme want of nlo- 
fiey could ever induce the emperor to release a 
Spaniard or Portuguese. 

.. On the 12th of November the captives were or¬ 
dered to leave oflf work and prepare for their jour¬ 
ney. At parting, their black overseer said, “Now, 
1 have no more to do with you j and if ever you 
catch me in your country, 1 expect no better usage 
than you have had here.” Four of the youngest 
wore selected and sent to Mequinez to the emperor, 
to remain until the ambassador paid his demands, 
as he designed to present them to the king without 
ransom. I'hey parted sorrowfully from their com¬ 
panions, as they entertained little hope of follow¬ 
ing them to England. The others arrived at To- 
tuan on the twentieth of the month. 

The captives were there put into prison, where 
they got some provisions, and were allowed five- 
' '.^nce a-day, the same as the allowance to prison- 
' of war: some of them were permitted to go about 

Hie town, though under a guard, to buy necessa- 
llies; and next ulseek received a soldier’s clothing 
felim the ambassador at Gibraltar, which was a 
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great change to them, haviog gone sarong almost: 
naked. 

The ambassador tanded on the 4th of January 
1749) which was held as a day of rejoicing, or ho* 
liday, in the city; and the captives, on the news 
of hi$ arrival, hoisted a union flag, which they had 
prepared, op the top of their prison. Next day 
they presented an address to him, wherein, demon* 
strating the state of the place of their confinement, 
one half of them were removed to another prison 
* in the Jews quarter. 

Some time having elapsed without any steps 
adopted towards their redemption, the governor of 
Tetuan desired that the ambassador might expedite 
the business; and, after several conferences, threat¬ 
ened to shut them up in the Metanimor, a deep 
dungeon. Terrified at this, they sent a memorial 
to the ambassador, who answered, that he had 
done, and should do, every thing towards their 
redemption that bis instructions would admit 
of. It appeared that he refused to deposit the re¬ 
demption money until the captives were on board 
the ship that brought liimseli: the governor in** 
formed them of this, and said he would retain 
them no longer in Tetuan. Hut on the ambassa¬ 
dor engaging to send for the money immediately td 
Gibraltar, they were allowed their usual indul** 
gences. Accordingly, a ship having sailed and 
another returned without the money, the governor 
informed the captives that he would send tbeS) 
back in irons to the emperor. 

At length as much money came as would rededdi 
twenty-five: these were selected by the governor, 
and each having received a certificate from the aiq* 
bassador^ be dismissed them with winhes fbr a hap* 
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py voyage; fwd on the 19 th they set sail for Gib 
raltar. - ‘ 


The remaining twenty-seven beheld the depar¬ 
ture of the vessel carrying their comrades with loiig- 
ing eyes: however, they consoled themselves with 
the hopes of her speedy return. Three weeks af¬ 
terwards, a vessel accordingly arrived from Cadiz, 
bringing money for their redemption, and they 
were all elated to the highest degree at the prospect 
of immediate liberation. ' 


But, to the great mortification of the captives, the 
consul brought information that the emperor had 
commanded the govern or not to part with them until 
he received the whole redemption money formerly 
paid to the late bashaw, liamet. Above eight 
thousand pounds had been paid to this officer, who, 
instead of transmitting it to the emperor, employed 
it in supporting a rebellion against him. The am¬ 
bassador now represented to the governor, that he 
was ready to pay^L.4J99, as the redemption of 
the captives; but as to the other sum, Hamct*s fa¬ 
mily must account for it, as he had refused to deli¬ 
ver the captives until it*had been paid. The go¬ 
vernor replied, that, if the emperor’s claiins were 
not satisfied, he would first confine them in the 


Metammor, and then send both them and himself 
to the emperor in irons. He was sc conddeat in 
the efficacy of his threats, that he wrote to the em- 
perorthat he had actually received the L.4399, 
and 350 Mexico dollars as head-money. 

This being the state of affairs, the ambassador 
dispatched the first-Ueutenant of the Nightingale 
to England, with intelligence of his situation, on 
S 8 th of April. In about two months he return- 
and the governor, finding no money, could, 
lyith difficulty, be restrained from sending the cap- 
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lives to !^jez. The ambassador, to prevent an at* 
tack on ihe British ships, Hvhich the governor > 
threatened, gave a promissory note tor.payment of 
his whole demandi^n two months. 

This time having also elapsed without payment, 
the governor was obliged to raise the sum by a 
contribution from the town, to satisfy the empe*' 
ror’s demands; and, out of resentment, he contin- 
edihe captives in the Metammor. When they 
,had Iain there about thiee weeks. Commodore 
Keppel entered the bay with his squadron, andpri^* 
mis^to'pay the LHbyQ, which me governor now 
consente4 to take, jwd wait for the rest until an 
answer" came Irom EnglaikJ, as the consul had 
gone thither ill September to explain matters to 
the ministry. The captives were released lr<^ 
the dungeon j how ever, the commodore, not per¬ 
forming his promise, they.were soon >;emittea to 

it 

*" * ' f • 

I he governor of Tetuan, enraged at a shaip 
remonstrance by the governor of Gibraltar^ jC^- ^ 
dered a party of soldiers to invest the ambassa^^ 
dor’s house j his secretary w as dragged away, and, 
along with a Portuguese serVant pt the ambassa* • 
dor’s, confined in the Metammor, 1 he ambassa¬ 


dor himself was arrested, and a set of heavy irons . , 
brough| to bis hQ||se, which would have beenpitt^!! 
om him, had not the English merchants interposed V 
wilh the goyeiTior. His property was seized,, asj; ' 
also part of the presents intended for the empefo|l^ 
Two Moors were placed at his street-door, andV 
two soldiers at the door of his chamber, and noi ^ 


letter could reach him, until opened and intenBie* ' ' 
ted to the govemb^. ..In addition to these ihvdi^i* ft 
ties, the governor w^bte an accopnt of v^t JbeS 
bad j^one to General Bland, the g<wet|pp « Gihr. ' 
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raltar, with a threat of seizing the effects of the 
English merchants at Tetuaii. 

G<§n^Jfaii Bland immediately shewed his resent¬ 
ment of the uisult» by seizing the persons and ef¬ 
fects of the Moorish merchants within his jurisdic¬ 
tion, and informed the governor of Tetuan, tliat 
he should send no money, though ho had the 
L. 4d99> until he had express orders from England 
to do so. 

After the ambassador’s secretary had lain twen¬ 
ty-three days in the Metammor, which is a pit 
twenty feet deep, humid by springs rising within 
it, and without light or air, except what penetrates 
by a little hole at the top, through which the Moors 
cast dead dogs, cats, and stones, down upon the 
captives, his health became so much impaired as 
to endanger his life. This being represented to 
the governor, he was permitted to relura to the 
ambassador’s, but prohibited from going abroad 
wanting a guard. The spirited conduct of Gene¬ 
ral Bland, besides, produced a clamour among the 
Moorisli merchants of Tetuan against the gover¬ 
nor, who had also enough of enemies among the 
principal people; he therefore lost all hopes of 
succeeding in his demands through severity. Ac¬ 
cordingly, the ambassador and his household were 
liberated, and the commerce wft||i Gibraltm*^ which 
had been totally interrupted, restored to its usual 
course. None of the English vessels would ap¬ 
proach Tetuan from apprehension of seizure. The 
captives likewise were set at liberty, when they 
had been confined fifty days in the daii||eoD, li> 
mited to a slendpr allowance, and expoeed to the 
^Dposition of the Moors, from having .tibbody to 
^trust with procuring their provisions. 

^, The captives, however, were not allowed to re¬ 
main idle. A few days after leaving the Mctam- 



INSPECTOR PRIVATEER. 


501 

moT, th'^y wer« conducted some distance from the 
town walls, and set to assist the shipwrights, who 
were building a forty-oared galley. “ She was to 
mount nine guns ana twenty swivels, anti carry 
250 men; her keel was ninety feet, and her breadth 
twenty. Here they were occupied some months, 
being led .from their prison in the morning, and 
remanded to it at night. Many of the Moors em¬ 
ployed along with them died of the plagUe j how¬ 
ever, they ?ill escaped it, 

• Meantime, animosities between the principal 
men and the governor of Tetoan, arose to such a 
height, that one day, while at prayers in a mosque, 
he was assassinated. This was, in general, con¬ 
sidered the highest profanation, as the mosques 
are sanctuaries for the greatest criminals. A new 
governor being chosen by the inhabitants, he sent 
a present to the emperor, and was confirmed. He 
was also empowered to continue the negociatioii 
concerning tUe redemption of the captives. ' 

In November 1750, the consul went to Gibp^l- 
tar, and came back to Tetuan, where, after settling 
the terms of redemptioii with the governor and 
ambassador, he returned to Gibraltar for the mo*- 
ney. He remained there until obtaining informa¬ 
tion of the new governor’s powers to proceed, and 
once more came to Tetuan in his majesty’s ship 
Sea-Horse, on the 7th of December. The gover¬ 
nor receiv^ immediate notice of his arrival, on 
which the captives vrere ordered to the water-side 
for embarkation. ' , 

Next day the consul and governor fiiially"'ad- 
^justed their redemption, and they were oracred 
’ .Into the boats that were to carry them oh boart^ 
he Sea-Horse. Tliis was so eagerly Abey^, that 
'jy ran into the water as deep as tni waist, each 
^“*kiug himself happiest that could get in first. 
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On the 9 th the ship cast anchor in the Bay of Gib¬ 
raltar, from whence the captives returned to Eng¬ 
land as speedily as possible. 

The 6rst party of twenty-hire had arrived on 
the 11 th of May 1749 . The four sent to the em¬ 
peror were employed in their former ocnpations, 
and being ransomed in the beginning of the year 
1751 , embarked on board the Nightingale on 
the 11 th of April, glad to escape from the clutches 
of the emperor, who was reported, during twenty- 
four years that he had reigne I, to have massacred 
10,000 Moors and 7000 whites. They reached 
London in May and June. ^ 

On a representation of the sufferings of the cap¬ 
tives to the king, he was pleased to'prder them a 
bounty of five pounds each. Thus, of the w||ple 
crew, ninety-six were killed and drowned, seven 
escaped, fifty-seven were released, twenty-one 
turned Mahometans, a id twenty-two left the ship 
before she was wrecked, making 205 persons in all. 

The captives besides experienced great coi^Rt* 
deration on their return to Britain^ ^ The Jews in 
London supplied them with clothing, and shewed 
them many acts of kindness. Mr Rich, manager 
of one of the principal theatres, presented each 
with five pounds, and devoted the emoluments of' 
a night’s performance to their use; the proprie¬ 
tor of another public <>xhibitton did the like, on 
which oCcRsion they appear^ in iron chains and 
collars, such as they had wore in slavery. 

Some of the crew of the Inspector long survived 
the misfortunes sp destructive to the rest. Tho- / 
liDias Trough ton, one of those who contributed 
^ i^;lerials tor the preceding narrative, died in the 
iSOd) at the advanced age ol 114 , / 
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BURNING OF THE PRINCE, 

A FRENCH EAST INDIAMAN, 17^2. BY EX£U> 

TENANT BE LA FOND. 


On the i 9th of "^February 1752 , a French East 
Indisnnan, called the Prince, sailed from Port 
L'Orient on a voyage outward bound. But soon 
afterwards, a sudden shift of wind drove her on a 
sand bank, where she was exposed to imminent 
danger^ and heeled so much that the mouths of the 
guns lay in the sea. By ligiitening the ship, how<- 
ever, accoftipanied by laborious and incessant ex* 
miont, she floated with the rise of the tide, and, 
being again carried into port, was completely un** 
load^, and underwent a thorough repair. 

The voyage was resumed on the IQth of June, 
with a favourable wind, and, for several weeks, 
seeme4 promise every* success that could be de> 
sired. 

■While in south latitude 8®, Sf/, and in 4* west 
longitude from Parii|. M. de la Fond, one of the! 
lieutenants of the smp« was, just at the moment of ^ 
this observation, informed by* a seaman that sUlcike" 
was issuing from the main hatchway. The first 
lieutenant, who had the keys of the hold, imme* 
diately ordered every hatchway to be opened to • 
ascertain the truth. 
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But the fact was too soon verified, atwl, while 
the captain hastened on deck from the great cabin 
where he sat at dinner, 'Lieutenant de la Fond or¬ 
dered some sails to be dipped in the sea, and the 
hatches to be covered with them in order to pre¬ 
vent the access of air, and thus stifie the fire. He 
had even intended, as a more effectual measure, 
to let in the water between decks to the depth of 
a foot, but clouds of smoke issued from the cre¬ 
vices of the hatchways, and the fianies gained 
more and more by degrees. 

Meantime, the captain ordered sixty or eighty 
soldiers under arms, to restrain ^ny disorder and 
confusion which might probably ensue j and in 
this he was supported by their commander, de 
)a Touche, who exhibited uncommon fortituw on 
the occasion. 

Every one was now employed in procuring wa¬ 
ter ; all the buckets were filled, the pumps plied, 
and pipes introduced from them to the hold. But 
the rapid progress of the fiames baffled the exer¬ 
tions to subdue them, and augmented the general 
consternation. 

The yawl, lying in the way of the people, was/ 
.hoisted Out by order of the captain, and the boat¬ 
swain, along with three others, topk possession of 
it. Wanting oars, they^tVere supplied wilji some 
by other three men who leaped overboard. Those 
in the ship, however^^ desired them to return, but 
thev exclaimed, that they wanted a rudder, and 
ckslred a rope to be thrown out. However, the 
pt'Ogress of the fiames soon shewing them their 
only alternative fof safety, they withdrew from the 
^hip, and she, from the effect of a breeze spring- 
upt pasi^ed by. 
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On board the utmost activity still prevailed, 
and the courage of the people seemed to be aug- 
inented by the difficulty of escape. The master 
boldly went dowli into the hold, bat the intense 
heat compelled him to return, and, had not a quan¬ 
tity of water been dashed over him, he would have 
been severely scorched. Immediately subsequent 
to this period, dames violently burst from the main 
hatchway. 

At that\ime the captain ordered the boats to be 
•got out, while consternation enfeebled the most 
intrepid. The l6ng-boat had been secured at a 
certain height, and she was about to be put over 
the ship's side, when, unhappily, the fire ran up 
the ^ainmest, *' and caught the tackle; the boat 
fell aown on the guns, bottom* upwards, and it was 
vain to think of getting her righted. 

At length it became too evident that the calami¬ 
ty was beyond the reach of human remedy j no- ^ 
thing but the mercy of the Almighty could inter-' 
pose j consternatioi) was universally disseminated 
among the people ‘/nothing but sighs and groans 
Resounded througti the vessel, and the very animals 
on board, as if sensible of the impending danger, 
uttered the most dreadful cries. The certainty of 
perishing in either element was anticipated by 
every |||uman being here, and each raised his heart 
and hands towards Heaven. 

The chaplain, who was now on the quartesy 
deck, gave the people general absolution for t]|;iiNln 
sins, and then repaired to the quarter-galler^^ 
extend it yet ffirfther, to those miserable wret^es 
who, in kopes of safety, h;^ already comM^ed^ 
themselves to the Waves, ’^hat a hoTnblb|ipec-' 
tacle 1 Self-preservation was the only (iilb|eo|^ach 
was occupied iit •4browiug overbparu Vhatever 

VOL. II. i; 
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promised the most slender chance of escape, yards, 
spars, hen-coops, and every thing occurring, was 
seized'in despair, and thus employed. 

IDreadful confusion prevailed. Some leaped in¬ 
to the sea, anticipating that death which was about 
to reach then); others, more successful, swam to 
fragments of wreck; while the shrouds, yards, 
and ropes, along the side of the vessel, were cover¬ 
ed with the crew crowding upon them, and hang¬ 
ing there, as ifhesirating which alternative of de¬ 
struction to choose, equally imminent and equally 
terrible. 

A father was seen to snatch his son from the 
flames, fold him to his breast, and, then throwing 
him into the sea, himself followed, where they pe¬ 
rished in each other’s embrace. 

Meantime Lieutenant de la Fond ordered the 
helm to be shifted. The ship heeled to larboard, 

^ which afforded a temporary preservation, while 
the fire raged along the starboard from stem to 
stern. 

Lieutenant dc lit Fond had, until this mofiient, 
been engrossed by nothing but adopting every 
means to preserve the ship : now, however, the hor¬ 
rors of impending destruction were too conspicuous¬ 
ly ill view. His fortitude, notwithstanding, through 
the goodness of Heaven, never forsook him: look¬ 
ing around, he found himself alone on the deck,' 
and he retired to the found-house. There he met 
M. dc la Touche, who re^rded the approach of 
death with the same heroism which, in India, had 
gained him celebrity. “ My brother and friend,” 
he cried, “ farewell.”-^** Whither are you going ?’* 
asked Lieutenant de la Fond. ** To comfort my 
fjieiml, the captain/' he replied. 

M. Morin, who commandied this unfortunate 
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vessel, stood overwhelmed with grief for the me¬ 
lancholy state of his female relatives, passengers 
along a^’ith him. He had persuaded tliem to com¬ 
mit themselves to the waves oti hen-coops, while 
some of the seamen, swimming with one hand, en¬ 
deavoured to svi|)port them with the other. 

The floating masts and yards were covered with 
men strngglnig with the watery element, many of 
whom now perished by halls discharged from 
the guns a? heated by the fire, and thus presenting 
o, third means of doslrnetion, augmenting the hor¬ 
rors environing them. While anguish pierced the 
heart of M. do la Fond, he withdrew his eyes from 
the sea j and a moment after, reaching the star¬ 
board gallery, he saw the flames bursting with 
frightful noise through the windows of the round¬ 
house and of the great cabin. The fire approach¬ 
ed, and was ready to consume him. Considering 
it vain to attempt the further preservation of the 
ship, or the lives of his fellow-sufferers, he thought 
It his duty, in this dreadful condition, la save him¬ 
self yet a few hours, Uiat these might be devoted 
to Heaven. 

Stripping off his clothes, he designed slipping 
down a yai^, one end of whicli dipped in the wa¬ 
ter : but it was so covered wuth miserable beings* 
shrink^ from death, that he tumbled over them 
fell into the sea. There a drowning soldier 
caught hold of him t Lieutenant dc U Fond niad|^^ 
every estertion to disengage himself, but in vaiii^ 
he even allowed himself to sink below the surfac^ 
yet he did not quit his grasp. Lieutenant de la F4!nd 
plunged down a second time; still he w^as firml^ 
held by the man, who then was incapable of cqn- 
sideriiig that his death, instead of being^f seij^ice, 
would rather hasten his own. At last,' after 
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Struggling a considerable time, and swallowing a 
great quantity of water, the soldier’s strength failed; 
and pOnsible that Lieutenant de la Fond was sink¬ 
ing‘'Ahird time, he dreaded being carried down 
along with him, and loosened his grasp. No sooner 
was this done, than M. de la Fond, to guard against 
a repet^lton, dived below the surface, and rose at a 
distance from the place. 

This incident rendered him more cautious for 
the future j be even avoided the dead bodies, now 
so numerous, that to make a free passage, he was 
compelled to sho\e them aside with one hand, 
while he kept himself floating with the other; for 
he was impressed with the appreh^sion, that each 
was a person who would seize him, and involve 
him in his owm desti action. But strength bigin- 
ing to fail, he was satisfied of the necessity of somi* 
respite, when he fell in with part of the ensign- 
stafi'. He put his arm through a noose of the rope 
to secure it, and swam as well as he could; then 
perceiving a yard at hand, he seized it by one end. 
However, beholding a ymuig jnan scarce able to 
support himself at the other extremity, he quickly 
abandCned so slight an aid, and one which seemed 
incapable of contributing to his preservation. Next 

the spritsail-yard appeared in view, but covered with 
people, among whom he durst nbt take a place 
without requesting permission, which they cheer¬ 
fully granted- Some were quite naked, otliers m no¬ 
thing except their sHirts j the pity they expressed 
at the situation of Lieutenant de la Fond, and his 
sense of tlieir misfortunes, exposed his feelings to 
" a severe trial. 

Neither Captain Morin, nor M. de la Touche 
cwr.quilted the ship, and were most probably 
t>veFWnelnied in the catastrophe by which she was 
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destroyed. But the most dismal spectacle was ex-' 
hibited on ail sides; the main-mast, consumed be¬ 
low, had been precipitated overboard, killing some 
by its fall, and alTording a temporary reception to 
others. Lieutenant de la Fond now observed it 
covered with people, driven about by the waves; 
and at the same time, seeing two seamen buoyed 
up by a hen-coo^ and some planks, desired them 
to swim to^him with the latter; they did so, accom¬ 
panied by more of their comrades, and each tak¬ 
ing a plank, w'hich were used for oars, they and 
he paddled along upon the 3fard, until gaining 
those who had secured themselves on the main¬ 
mast. So many alternations only presented new 
spwtacles of horror. 

Tlie chaplain was<at this time on the mast, and 
from him jt.«ieutenant de la Fond received abso¬ 
lution; two y^oun^ ladies were also there, whose 
piety and resignation were truly consolatory; they 
were the only survivors of six; their companions had 
perished in the flarh^s, or in the sea. Eighty persons 
had found refuge dn the main-mast, who, from the 
repeated discharges of cannon from the ship, ac¬ 
cording to the progress of the flames, were con¬ 
stantly exposed to destruction. The chaplain, in 
this awful condition, by his discourse and example, 
taught the duty of resignation. Lieutenant de la 
Fond observing him lose his hold on the mast, 
and drop into the sea, lifted him up*’ ** Let 
go,” said he, “ I am already half-drowned, 
it is only protracting my sufferings.”—“ N<^ toy 
friend,” the lieutenant replied, “when my strength 
is exhausted, but not till then, we will perish to¬ 
gether;” and i;i his pious presence hc^almly 
awaited death. After remaining here 
he beheld one oFthe ladies fall from mastaud 
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perish. Slie was too remote to receive any a^sl^l■» 
anoe.from him. , 

when least in expectation of it, he saw' 
the yawl close at hand, at iivc in the after¬ 
noon. lie cried lo the men that lie was then 
liedleiiant, and requested to bo allowed to partici¬ 
pate in their fate. Ilis presence was too neces¬ 
sary for them to refuse liis solicitation, they needed 
a c onduclor w ho mij^ht guide them to the land j 
tlnis they permitted him to come on board, on con¬ 
dition that he sliouhl swim lo the yawl. This was 
a n asonablc stipulation j it was to avoid approach¬ 
ing the mast, else, the rest actuated by the same 
desire ol sell-preservation, would soon have over¬ 
loaded the little vessel, and all would haveheen 
buried in a watery grave. lacutcnant do la Fond, 
theiefoie, summoning up all his strength and cou¬ 
rage, was so ha]>py as to reach the seamen. In a 
little time altervvauls, the pilot and master, wdiom 
he hail left on the mast, follovyed his exanqile, and 

swimming towaids the yawfj>ere seen and ta¬ 
ken in. ' 

The flames still continued raging in the vcs'icl, 
and as the yawl was still endangered by being 
within half a league of her, she stood a little to 
windward. Not long subsequent to this, the fire 
reached the magaxine; and then lo dt'seribe the 
thundering explo.sion which en.sued is imjiossible. 
A thick cloud intercepted the light of the sun, 
and umidst the terrific darkness notliing but pieces 
of flaming timber, projected aloft intotiie air, could 
W seen, thicatening to crush to atoms in their lall, 

,numbers of miserable wretches still struegling with 
the aggnui. of death. Nor W'ere the party in the 
yawl beyond the reach of hazard j it was not im- 
pfobable tiiat some of the fiery fragments might 
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come down upon them, and precipitate their frail 
support to the bottom. Tlioiigh the Almighty 
preserved them from this cahimity, they were 
shocked with the spectacle environing them. The 
vessel had now disappeared; tiie sea, to a great 
distance, was covered with pieces ot‘ wreck, in¬ 
termingled with the bodies of those unhappy crea¬ 
tures who hiul perished by their fall. Sonte were 
seen who had been choked, others mangled, half 
tonsuined, and still retaining life enough to be 
• sensible of the accamuUted horrors overwhelming 
them. 

The fortitude of Lieutenant de la Fond was still 
preserved, through the favour of Heaven, and he 
proposed approaching the wreck, to see whether 
any provisions, or necessary articles might be pick¬ 
ed up. He and Ins companions being totally de¬ 
void of every thing, were exposed to th^ hazard of 
a death even more painful than that whicii the 
others had suffered, in perishing of famine- But 
finding several barrels, which they hoped might 
contain something to relieve their necessities, they 
experienced great mortification, on ascertaining 
that tiiey were part of the powder that liad been 
tlirovvn overboard during the condagratipn of their 
unfortunate vessel. 

As night approached, they providentially dis¬ 
covered a cask of brandy, about fifteen pounds of 
salt pork, a piece of scailci cloth, twenty yards bf 
linen, a dozen of pipe staves, and a small quau|^tj^ 
of cordage. When it became dark, they durst not 
venture to retain their present station until <!ay- 
light, without being endangered by the wreck, 
the fragments of which they liad not then been' 
able to disengage themselves. Therefore thfey row-v 
cd as c^uickly away as possible from among thenii 
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and bent all their care to the management of the 
yawl.' 

♦ whole began to labour assiduously, and 
evelf’l^rticle which could be converted to use was 
eittpioyetl; the lining of the boat was tore up for 
the sake of the planks and nails; a seaman luckily 
had two needles, and the linen alforded whatever 
thread was necessary ; the piece of scarlet cloth 
was substituted for a sail j an oar was erected for 
a mast, and a plank served for a rudller. >'Thc 
equipment of the boat was soon completed, not- * 
withstanding the darkness of the night, at least as 
well as circumstances would ailotv. Yet a great 
difficulty remained, for wanting charts and instru¬ 
ments, and being nearly ^00 leagues from land, 
the party felt at a loss what course to steer. Re-v 
signing themselves to the Almighty, they offered 
up fervent prayers for his direction. 

At length the sail was hoisted, and a favourable ' 
breeze soon wafted Lieutenant de la Fond from 
amidst the bodies of his miserable comrades.; 

Eight days and nights the adventurers adviced 
without seeing laud; naked and exposed to the 
scorching heat of the siiii by day, and to intense 
cold by night. But to relievo the thirst which 
parched them, they availed themselves pf a shower 
of rain, failing on the sixth, and tried to catch 
a little of it in their mouths and with their hands. 
They sucked the sail, which was wet with the 
rain, but from being previously drenched witli sea 
water, it imparted a bitterness to the fresh water 
which it received. However, they did not com- 
pj^in, for had the rain been heavier, it might have 
^lulled the wind, iiJ the continuance of which 
fested their hope pf safety. 

'In order to ascertain the proper course, the ad- 



A FftESrCR BA^ INlklAMAK. 3 

venturers paid ddily observance to the rising and 
setting of the suii and moon, and the position of 
the stars pointed out h6w they should steel*. All 
their sustenance meantilne was a small piece uf 
pork once in twenty-four hours, and this they were 
even obliged to relinquish on the fourth day, from 
the heat and irritation it occasioned of their bo¬ 
dies. Their beverage was a glass of brandy taken 
from time to time, but it inflamed their stomachs 
without ai?suaging the thirst that consumed them. 

'Abundance ot flying fish were seen ; the impossi-* 
bility of catching any of which only augmented 
the pain already endured, though Lieutenant de 
la Fond and his companions tried to reconcile 
themselves to the scanty pittance that thqy pos¬ 
sessed. Yet the uncertainty of their destiny, the 
want of subsistence, and the turbulence of the 
ocean, all contributed to deprive them of repose, 
which they so much required, and almost plung¬ 
ed them in despair. Nothing but a feeble ray of 
hope preserved tliem under their accummulated 
sufferings. ' 

The eighth night was passed by Lieutenant de 
la Fond at the helm ; there he had remained above 
ten hours, after soliciting relief, and at last sunk 
down under fatigue, jllis miserable companions 
were equally exhausted) and despalir began to 
overwhelm the whole. 

At last when the united calamities of hunger, 
thirst, fatigue, and misery, predicted speedy antil- 
hilatioii, the dawn Of Wednesday, the 3d of Au¬ 
gust I7d9, shewed this unfortunate crew the'dis- 
tant land. None but those n ho have experience 
the like situation, can form any adequate i^a of^ 
the change which was produced. Their strength * 
was renovated, and they were aroused to j)recau- 
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lions against being drifted away by the current. 
They ./cached the coast of Brazil, in b** of south 
latitude, and entered Treason Bay. 

The first object of Lieutenant do la Fond and 
his companions was to return thanks for the gm- 
cious protection of heaven : they prostrated thoin> 
selves on the ground; and then in the transports 
of joy rolled among the sand. 

They exhibited the most frightful appearance ; 
nothing human characterized them, which did not 
announce their misfortunes in glaring colours. 
Some were quite naked; others had only shirts, 
rotten, and tore to rags. Lieutenant dc la Fond 
bad fastened a piece of the scarlet cloth about his 
waist, in order to appear at the head of his com¬ 
panions. Though rescued from imminent dan¬ 
ger, they had still to contend with hunger and 
thirst, and remained in ignorance whether they 
should meet men endowed with humanity in that 
region. 

While deliberating on the CQurse they should 
follow, about fifty Portuguese of the settlement, 
there established, advanced and inquired the cause 
of their presence.. Their misfortunes were soon 
explained, and the recital of them proved a suffici¬ 
ent claim for supplying their wants. Deeply affect- 
<'d by tlie account now given, the Portuguese con¬ 
gratulated themselves that it had fallen to their 
lot to relieve the strangers, and speedily led them 
to their dwellings. On the way the seamen were 
rejoiced with the sight of a river, into which they 
threw themselves, plunging in the water, and drink- 
*^ng copious draughts of it to allay their thirst. 
AftMwards frequent bathing proved one of the 
*' best restoratives of health, to which all resorted. 

The chief man of the place next came, and coii - 
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flucted Lieuteuaut tie laT'ond, and hii co^panlon%,' 
to his house, about halt a league distant from the 
spot where they had landed. He charitably sup¬ 
plied them tvith linen shirts and t^pwsers, and 
boiled some fish, the water of which Was relished 
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as delicious broth.' Though sleep was equally 
necessary as this frugal fare, the survivors having 
learned that there was a church within half a 
league, dedicated to St Michael, repaired thither 
to render thanks .to heaven for their miraculous 


* preservation. The badness of the road induced 
such fatigue as compelled them to rest in the vil¬ 
lage where it stood, and there the narrative of their 
mi^ortuues, added to the piety which they exhi¬ 
bited, attracted the notice of the inhabitants, ail 
of whom hastened to minister something to their 
necessities.* After remaining a short interval they 
returned to their host, who at night kindly,con¬ 
tributed another repast of fish. Something more 
invigorating, however, being required by pcopld^ 
who had enduredri|lgaf)n>uch, they purchased an ox 
for a quantity brandy that had been saved 

from the wreck. ‘ 

Taraibo was distant fifteen leagues, and they 
had to set out barefoot, and with little chance 


of finding suitable provisions on. the jounn^. 
Thus they smoke-dried’ their present store, and 
ad(|pd a little flour to it. In three days they be¬ 
gan "to march, and, under- an escort of three Sol¬ 
diers, advanced seven leagues the first day, when 
they wore hospitably received by a person, and 
passed the night in his house. On the folldwing 
evening, a serjeant: and twenty-nine men arriv-^; 
to conduct them to the commandant of the for^’. 
fress, who gave them a friendly reception, afford¬ 
ed them supplies, and provided a boat to carry 
them to Paraibo. About midnight they reached 
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the towO} where a Portuguese qa'ptain alteuded Uj 
, .4[)resent them to the governor,^ from whom also 
they experienced the like attention. Being anxious 
to reach Fernambuc, to take advantage of a Portu¬ 
guese fleet, daily expected to sail tor Europe, the 
governor, in three days more, ordered a corporal to 
conduct the party thither. But at this time Lieu¬ 
tenant de la Fond’s feetSvere so cruelly wounded, 
he was scarce able to stand, and on that account 
was supplied with a horse. In four days he ar¬ 
rived at Fernambuc, where, from different naval 
and military officers, he met with the utmost at¬ 
tention and consideration; he and all his compa¬ 
nions got a passage to Europe in the fleet. 

Lieutenant de la Fond sailed on the 5th of Oc¬ 
tober, and reached Lisbon in safety on the I7th of 
'December j thence he procured a passage to Mor- 
laix, where having rested a few days to recruit his 
strength,, he repaired to Port L’Orient, with his 
health greatly injured by the calamities he had 
suffered, and reduced to a ^ poverty, having, 
after twenty-eight years service, lost all he had in 
the world. 

By this deplorable catastrophe, nearly three 
hundred persons perished. 
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written by the' mate. 



“ Our ship was of about 900 tons burthen, man¬ 
ned with an hundred Lascars, or black sailers, and 
navigated by a captain, four mates, and a ^hner, 
who were Europeans. We took on' board five 
hundred merchants, and other passengers,'going 
to pay their yearly devotions at the tomb of Ma¬ 
homet at Mecca, and sailed with a fair wind from 
Surat in India, on the lOth of April 1754^, ,Tbe 
cargo on board was valuej^ at two hundred thoh^ 
sand pounds sterHiig, ^nd we were bound for Mo¬ 
cha and Jidda, ® ^*lled Sea. 

On the l8th we fpiind ourselves, at noon, iii'IO* 
north latitude, and 9° of longitude west of Surat. 
At one, afternoon, ma^ G^d^preseryc me from the - 
like sight for ever! we observed a smoke coming 
up through the deck in the gallery,-or . forecEjffe, 
and immediately got off the forC'* hatches to see 
where the fire was. But the flame having Vent, 
burst out with such violence that it burnt my 
shirt and trowsers, and also the second mate’s; 
and having caught the, main-stay-sail, in five ini- 
nutes communicate itself to the rigging, ahd the 
whole sails of the ship. The b(M|ts were all on 
board, except the longrboat, and the rigging he-*^ 
ing'onfire; we pould make no use of the tackles I 
to hoist them out; the whole Lascars raft aft from " 
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the dames, and assisranco wo had none. I went 
down with Ihe f?unner to the po\vdcr*«^^ which 
was in 4 he alter part of the shijo, to he^eSfljit pow¬ 
der overboard. ' While engai?ed in this occupation, 
1 observed the Ion" boat, which was our only pros¬ 
pect of life, cut adrift by the sailorh- on winch ac¬ 
count I went up to the deck and told the captain 
that wc had but two alternatives, eitlier to burn or 
drown. He, with his usual calmness, told me 
that he had seen, me swim farther In Virginia, than 
to the long-boat, as it was death to stay on board, 
that I might yet reach lier, and save him and the 
rest of the Europe ans. I therefore took a cutlass 
in ray mouth, and directly Icajit overboard. At 
that time, the fire ha<l got tiic length of the quap- 
ter*deck, and burnt with such violence that no¬ 
body durst go near it. But I liad so far to swim 
that I was obliged to quit llic cutlass, and struggle 
for my life. 

At last J reached the long-boat, and was going 
to use my authority, though f was beloved by the 
sailors. However, they soon l#t tlie know it was at 
an end, and asked me, did 1 not sec three or 
four hundred people swimming towards the long- 
Imat? that she was alrea<ly full 5 that they had left 
their own fathers and brothers to perish, and could 
I think they w^onld return 4o take in five infidels, 
(the Europeans,) on whose account Mahomet ha<i 
burnt the ship i and even if they <lid so, would not 
every <mc strive to get in his own rektions, where¬ 
by ail would perish. 

I auswt'rcd that we had neither water nor pro- 
viision*?, nor a compass on board j that we were two 
hundred leagues from Ihe nearest land, which was • 
,the coast of Malabar. But my remonstrances were 
of no avail, they were resolved to pursue the voy- 
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age witli oars. Ninety-six souls were on bdara« 
among whoai were eight black Roman Catholics, 

Abont eight at nigntf the ship blew up with a 
noise like thunder, and every person in her pe-' 
risked. 

• 

We rowed forty eight hours towards the coast 
of Malabar, and then desisted. 1 desired the peo¬ 
ple to take their turbans,.as they were Moors, and 
stitch them together with some rope-yarn, made 
out of thw long-boat’s cable. This they did with' 

. all expedition, and having a •lido wind, with fair 
weather, we always went two or three knots an 
hour. But from the want of sleep, as I constantly 
had the conducting of the boat by the sun in the 
day and the stars at night, I envied the fate of my 
companions, who were burnt or drowned. 

We were never hungry, though our thirst was 
extreme. On the seventh day, our throats and 
tongues swelled to such a degree, that we convey¬ 
ed our meaning by signs. Sixteen died on that 
day, and almost the whole people became silly, 
and began to die* laughing. 1 earnestly petition¬ 
ed God that I m'ight continue in my sen.ses to my 
end, which he was pleased to grant, being the 
only person on the eighth day, that preserved them. 
Twenty more died that day. On the ninth, 1 ob¬ 
served land, which sight overcame my senses, Ahd 
I fell into a swoon with thankfulness of joy.” 
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WRECK OF THE DODDINGTON 

BAST INDIAMAN, ON A ROCK IN THE INDIAN OCEAJ 

17 th jHly, 1755. 

I 


Independent of the interest intrinsically excited 
by .the following narrative, there is the greater in¬ 
ducement to present it here, because the calamity 
cbgrossed in it, has been the subject of frequent 
reference; and also because an account of the ship¬ 
wreck, not altogether correct, is in common circo- 
latiop. • 

The Doddington, Csqitain Samson, sailed from 
the Downs, 23d April 1735, In'Company with the 
Pelham, the Houghton, the Streatlxam, and the 
Edgecourt, all in the service of the East India 
Company. In about seven days they cleared the 
Channel, during which time Captain Samson per¬ 
ceived that his ship sailed faster than any of the 
others. Unwilling to lose the benefit of this superi¬ 
ority, by keeping company with the rest, he stood 
oil alone, and soon lost sight of them. On the 
20th of May, he made Bonavista, one of the Cape 
de Verd Islands, in 16® of north latitude, nmd on 
the 21st got into Porto Pryor (Praya) BAy. It 
now a[)pcared that he bad ^tber been mistaken in 
supposing his ship to outsail the rest of the fleet, 
er that he had lost tit^e by the coarse he had steer- 
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ed, for the Pelham and the Streatham, he found* 
had reached the bay two days before him. The 
Houghton arrived sooii^ afterwards, but the Edge- 
court did not come in till the ^6th. 

On the 27 th the Doddington, Pelham, Streath- 
am, and Houghton, having taken in their water, 
proceeded on the voyage together, leaving the 
Edgecourt in the road. They continued in com¬ 
pany until the 28th, vi^hen Captain Samson thiiuk- 
ing the cqfirse loo far easterly, ordered the Dod- 
• din gtqn to be kept south, which again separated 
her ffofh the rest ot the fleet; and after a fine voy¬ 
age of seven weeks, she made the land of the Cape 
oj Good Hope. 

A new departure was taken from Cape Needles, 
on the . 5 th of July, just after doubling the Capf 
of Good Hope, and the vessel having'steered 
ward about tvvenly-ibur hours, between laiit^^ 
35 ® 3(y and 36®, the captain ordered her to be ke\}t 
cast-north-east. In this course she continued un^ 
til about a quatler before one in the morning of 
Thursday, 17tli Jnl;f#k.when she stmek. 

The officer, whose journal afforded the mat^^- 
als for this narrative, was then asleep in his cabin, 
but being suddenly awakened by the shock, he 
started up in the utmost consternation, and hasten* 
cd on deck. Here all the terrors of his situation 
at once rushed on him. He saw the men dashed 
to and fro by the violence of the sea rolling 
over them, and the ship breaking to pieces at 
every stroke of the surge. Crawling over to 
the larboard of the quarter-deck, which lay high¬ 
est out of the water, he there found the captain, 
who said very little more- than that all must peri<ife. 

In a few minutes a sea parted them, an<l he saw* * 
him no more. He made a shift to get to the ^, 
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quarter-deck, though very much bruised, and with 
the small bone of Ins left ann broken All the rest 
of the ship was then under water, and shattered to 
pieces 

In this dreadtul situation, expecting every mo¬ 
ment to be swallowed up, he heard somebody cry 
out /anf// lie looked eagcily about him, but not¬ 
withstanding he saw something, winch he suppos¬ 
ed was taken for laud, he believed it was only the 
surge of the sea on the other side of the breakers 
At the same moment the ^ea broke over him with 
great violence, and not only lorced him from his 
hold, but stunned him by a violent blow on the 

eye. 

Though from this time he lay insensible till af¬ 
ter day-light, he still continued on the wreck; and 
when he recovered, he found himself fixed to 
a plank, by a nail that had been forced into his 
shoulder. Besides the pain ol his wounds and 
bruises, he now felt himself so benumbed witli (old, 
that he could scarce move either hand or foot. He 
called out as loud as he coijM to the people on the 
rocks, but they were uname to give him any as¬ 
sistance, whence a considerable time elapsed be¬ 
fore he was capable of disengaging himself and 
crawling ashore. 

This shore was a bairen uninhabited rock in 33* 
44' south latitude, and distant about 230 leagues east 
of the Cape of Good Hope. Here were now met 
Mr Evan Jones, chief-mate; Mr John Cottes, Mr 
William Webb, and MrS. Powell, second, third, 
and fifth mates; Richard Topping, carpenter; 
l^eil Bothwell, and Nathaniel Chisholm, quarter¬ 
masters, Daniel Ladova, captain's steward} Ilen- 
\jry Shai'i), the surgeon’s servant; Thomas Arnold, 
j^lack, and John M*Dowal, servants to the c^p- 
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tain; Robert Beaseley. John Ding, Gilbert Caini 
Terence Mole, Jonas Ro^enbury, John Glass,— 
Taylor, and Hendrick S(^ntz, seamen j John Yets, 
midshipman, John Lister, Ralph Smith, and Ed¬ 
ward Dysoy, matrosses. These persons, being 
twenty-three in number, were the whole surviving 
of 270 souls that were on board when the ship 
struck. 

Their first care was to search for some covering 
among the •things thrown on the rocks front the 
ship, in which they bucceeded beyond expecta¬ 
tion. The next article of necessity which they felt 
the want of, was tire, which was not so easily sup¬ 
plied. Some of tlieir number made an uosucccsstul 
atteHhpt to kindle two pieces of wood, hy rubbing 
them together, others w ent prying about the rocks, 
to pick up something that might serve for a flint 
and steel. Aj;ler long search, they found a boxi 
containing two gun flints and a broken 6)e. This 
was a jo^ul acquisition, though tbe^ were^stiU 
destitute of any thing that would kindle Aroip a 
spark ; and until a substitute % tixider Uould 
procui*ed, the flint and steel were %aelessk A Ihp- 
ther search was therefore undertaken, with ine 3 i>^ 
pressible solicitude and anxiety,>an4 at last a cask 
of gunpowder was dis9overed, which> Iwwever, 

to their great disappointmUtU, proved'^ 9 Jbe wet|^ 
but on a more narrow inspection, a small quantity; 
that had sUdkVed ^ damage^ was f^ound at 
tom of the dask. '^ofUe this they bruised 
linen rag, ati^^ it ||e|rVed tbeip very well for f 
A Are wasiK^dh'iitade, around which the,pruif^ 
ed and 'grounded* jpollecteo, and the re^ went ih 
quest of oth'dr deo^lties, 'Without which the rock 
could afford theoa whl a yqty. shbrt reiipite from 
destruction. , Iti a' bok of wax- 
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candle^, and a case of brandy, were brought in. 
Both were extremely acceptable, particularly the 
Ifitter, of which ea^h individual deemed it advise- 
able to take a dram. Some others of the party re¬ 
turned soon after, with an account of their haring 
discovered a cask almost full of fresh water, which 
was of stdl greater consequence than the spirts. Mr 
Jones brought in several pieces of salt pork, and 
others arrived, driving seven hogs before them, 
which had come on shore alive. Casks of beer, 
water, and dour, were also seen at a distance, but 
it was not then possible to get them over the rocks. 

Night approaching, rendered it necessary to pro¬ 
vide some shelter; ^1 hands were therefore em¬ 
ployed ill making a tent of some canvas cast ashore, 
but the quantity recovered was so small, that the 
tent could not hold them all. For fear of being 
overflowed, they were obliged to erect it on the 
highest part of the island, which was covered with 
the dung of a water-fowl, rather larger than a 
gannet, that much frequented it. Those unable to 
walk were placed under the tent, and a Are kind¬ 
led i^ar them. They had passed the day without 
food, and were now deprived of rest during the 
Bight, for^ independent of being sunk a foot in the 
dung, the wind was so tempestpous, that it scatter¬ 
ed about their nre, and, before it could be again 
eollected, the rain pat it out. In the morning, 
those who were able went again in search of what 
could be saved from the wreck ^ but, to their great 
mortiflcatitHi* they found all the casks which were 
' seen the preceding nigh^ except one of flour and 
miother of beer, staved against the rocks. These, 
however, they secured, and soon after, tlie tide 
flowing up, interrupt^ their operations. The 

were, caUed together to eat 
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their first meal, and some pork was broiled on the 
coals for dinner. 

Sitting down, thus desdlate and forlorn, to a re¬ 
past which they were wont to share in the convi¬ 
vial cheerfulness which the consciousness of plen¬ 
ty inspired, struck them with such a sense of their 
present condition, that th^y burst into passionate 
exclamations, wringing tbeir hands, and looking 
around with all the wildness of despair. Amidst 
such turauftuous emotions, our reflections hurry 
’from one subject to another, in quest of something 
from which comfort may be derived; And here 
one of the survivors, recollecting that the carpen- 
telr was among them, and that he might build a 
strong sloop, providing he could obtain tools and 
materials, suggested it as a ground of hope to the 
rest. Every one’s attention was immediately di¬ 
rected towards llie carpenter, who declared his be¬ 
lief that, providing tools and materials could be 
found, he should be able to build a sloop that 
would carry them all to a port of safety. At that 
lime, indeed, they entertained no prospect of pro¬ 
curing either, nor of being able to victual such a 
vessel, had they even had it ready built. Yet, no 
sooner had they rested their deliverance one re¬ 
move beyond total impossibility, than they seemed 
to think it neither improbable nor diiSicult i they 
began to eat without repining: that moment the 
boat engrossed their whole conversation, and they 
not only debated on lier^ize and rigging, but tO. 
what port they should steer, wliether to the 
or De Lagoa. ' 

As soon as the repast was finished, some went 
to mend the tent, and otiiers in search of tools, 
but none were found that day. 

On Saturday the lyth, four inttts of water were 
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secured, one cask of flour, one hogshead of bran¬ 
dy, and a small boat, which had been thrown up 
by the tide, in a shattered condition. Still no tools 
were found except a scraper. •But next day they 
had the good fortune to discover a hamper con¬ 
taining flics, sail-needles, gimblets, and an azimuth 
compass card. They also found two quadrants, a 
carpenter’s adze, a chissel, three sword blades, and 
a chest of treasure. As a prodigious su^f had been 
rolling in all the day before, which it was reason¬ 
ably expected would throw something up, the search’ 
was m^e early in the morning. At ten o’clock 
all assembled to prayers ; and, not going out again 
until after dinner, they then found most of the 
• packets belonging to the king and the company, 
which they carefully dried and laid aside. 

While searching about the beach, they found 
the body of a lady, wliich they recognized to be 
that of Mrs Collet, the wife of the second mate, 
who was himselt then at a little distance. The 
mutual affection subsisting between this couple 
was of remarkable tenderness ; and Mr Jones, the 
first mate, immediately stepped to Mr Collet, 
and contrived to take him to the other .side of 
the rock, while the other two mate.s, the carpen¬ 
ter, and .some others, dug a grave, where they de¬ 
posited the body, reading the funeral service over 
it, from a French prayer-book, which had driven 
ashore from the wreck along with the deceased. 

Having thus paid the.last tribute to one of their 
unfortunate number, and concealed from Mr Col¬ 
let a sight which would have most sensibly, if not 
fatally, affected him, some days afterwards they 
found means gradually to disclose what they had 
* dbne, and to restore him the wedding-ring, which 
they had taken from her finger. He received it 
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with great emotioiiiapd in future spent many days 
in raising a monumen^yer the grave, by piling 
up the squarest stones ne could' find, and fixing 
an elm pfank on the top, inscribed with her name, 
her age, and the time her death, and also^ome 
account of the fatal accident by which it was oc¬ 
casioned. 

On Monday the 21st of July, more water and 
pork, as Jikewise some •timber, plank, cordage, 

, and canvas, wore recovered. These the survivors 
joyfully secured for the projected boat, though 
yet in want of many implements indispensable for 
the carpenter proceeding with his work. He had 
just finished a saw, though he had neither hamniiei: 
nor nails. It happened, however, that one,of the 
seamen, Hendrick Scanty, a Swede, having pick-* 
ed up an old pair of bellows, brought them to his 
companions, telling them that he had been a smith 
by profession, and that with these bellows and a 
forge, which he hoped by his direction they should^ 
be able to build, he could furnish the carpenter 
with all necessary tools, nails included, as plenty 
of iron might be obtained by burping it out of the 
limber of the wreck coming ashore. This account 
was received with a transport of joy; the smith 
immediately set himself to mend the bellows; and 
the three following days were occupied in build¬ 
ing a lent and forge, and in collecting the timber 
and plank for the carpenter’s use, who also was ' 
employed in prep^ng the few tools already in 
liis possession/tbar tite bojU might be begutf^tis 
soon as possible.' ; , . 

On Thursday'the 24th of July, the carpenter, 
assisted by ChisIhuJItn the quwter-master,^ began to 
work on the of the vessel, v^hich it was de-% 
termined should be a sloop thirty feet long, and 
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twelve feet wide. This day also the smith finish¬ 
ed his forge, and laid in a,^quantity of fir for fuel. 
He and the carpenter thenceforward continued to 
t^drk with indefaiigable diligence, except when 
prevented by the weather. Ttie smith having for¬ 
tunately found the ring and nut of. a bower an¬ 
chor, which served him for an anvil, supplied 
chissels, axes, hammers, :and nails, as they were 
required j and the carpeftter used them yvith great 
dexterity and dispatch, until the 31st of the month, 
when he fell sick. 

As the lives of the whole company were depen¬ 
dent on the carpenter’s safety, they watched his 
recovery with the utmost impatience and anxiety; 
and to their unspeakable joy, his convalescence 
was such on the 2d of August, as to enable him 
-to return to work. 

- Meantime the stores which had been saved from 
the wreck were so. nearlv exhausted, that it was 
necessary to restrict each man to an allowance of 
two ounces of bread a-day, 'while water also fell 
short. It was resolved to keep the salt pork to 
victual the new vessel,, 

In this distressing stkte they had recourse to se¬ 
veral expedients. In digging a well they were 
disappointed in their hopes, of finding a spring; 
but they succeeded in knocking down some of the 
gaunets that setd^ ^ the top of the rock. The 
flesh, however, was very rnnk, of a fishy taste, 
aiid as black as a slqe^.. Tfiey. ulso made a cata- 
, iiiaran or float, on. which they proposed to go out 
fishing with spefi hooks and lines as had come 
a^ore. Likewise they killed some seals, but all 
who ate of them ’were sick. 

• When driven to great necessity, they killed a 
they generaliyiiii^,. success iu fishing, jtnd. 
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sometimes sent out two rafts at a lime. On one 
occasion^ Mr Collet, i|iid Mr Yets, the midship¬ 
man, were nearly driven out to sea, while engaged 
in this manner, where they would have infallibly 
perished. They had been out fishing on the 20tli 
of August until about foihr in the afternoon, when 
they weighed and endeavoured to come in again; 
but the wind suddenly freshening from the west¬ 
ward, they found that instead of gaining ahead 
. they drove off very fast. Though the people on 
shore saw their distress, they knew not how to as¬ 
sist them; however, they sent out another float 
with kellicks and ropes, which they hoped Would 
enable them to ride till the wind moderated. The 
sulrf, however, was so great, that the raft overset 
three times, and the men were obliged to swim ,, 
back. In the interval they saw their friends driv- I 
ing out to sea at a great rate, and were just giving 
them up to inevitable destruction, when^the caj|r;»l' 
penter sent them word that he could make the , 
tie boat so tight that she should not take in water 
faster than one man could bale out. This i|kspir-l 
ed them with new hopes, and every one wias^^dy ; 
to venture to the assistahee of their comrades. In. 
a quarter of an hour the carpenter dispatched the 
boat, and she soon overtook the flqat, when s^e. 
received the two people. They now found thjrt]' 
the water gained very fast on them, notwitbstand-1 
ing their, utmost efforts, and when the boat caip^,,^ 
in, she was so full, that ra a few minutes more snb . 
must have sunk.‘u 

1 1^0 

As they were afraid to venture any longer oU a 
, raft, the carpenter again set to work on the boat, 
and put her into complete repair. Their success ^ 
in Ashing was v^ry uncertain; sometimes they 
caught nothing; nor were their supplies on shore 
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less precarious; the gannet§ would sometimes set¬ 
tle in amazing numbers like a cloud, and thei 
totally disappear for several days together. Thi* 
rendered them very desirous of finding ‘>om( 
way to preserve the food they caught, from puir<‘- 
faction, that they might store up the surplus of ? 
successful day to serve when neither gannets uoi 
fish were to be caught. They made several abor¬ 
tive attempts to cure both fish and fowl by smok¬ 
ing, and then tried to make salt, wlu<‘h had like to 
have been fatal to them all. The smith had madf 
a copper \essel for the experiment, and they im¬ 
mediately set to work, not knowing that their pro 
cess in making salt would produce verdigrisc 
from the copper, and that it was poison. Salt nc- 
, vertheless was procured, but the substance render- 
*' ing it poisonous, happened to abound in such a 
degree as to render it intolerably oflensive to the 
taste, and it was on that account thrown away. 
Those who ventured to swallow it, were seized 
with violent cholics, cold ‘sweats, and retchings, 
which sufficiently convinced them of the danger 
they had escaped. 

On Wednesday the 3d of September, these un¬ 
fortunate people had been inhabitants of this de¬ 
solate rock nearly seven weeks j during which 
time they had frequently seen a great smoke on 
the main land, which made them extremely anxious 
to send the boat thitherto see what assistance could 
be obtained. Therefore Bothwcll, Rosenbury, and 
Taylor, this day set out on a voyage of discovery j 
and at night the people ashore made a great fire 
on the highest part of the rock as a signal to 
lliem. 

While waiting the return of the boat, they were 
all thrown into the utmost consternation by an ac- 
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cident which befei the carpenter. He unluckily 
cut his leg in such a nlftnn^' with an adze, that he 
was in great danger of bleeding to death, as they 
had no surgeon among them, nor any thing ht for 
applying to the wound. At length the blood was 
staunched, though with much difficulty, and the 
wound healed, without the intervention of any bad 
symptom. 

The wgather having been fair for forty hours, 
the return of the boat was impatiently expected 
on Saturday the 6th of September. As nothing 
was seen of her against noon, the people became 
very uneasy; but just as they were sitting down 
to dinner, they were agreeably surprised by two 
of their number, who came running over the rocks 
to announce her approach. All starting up, o>i^- 
Joyed at the intelligence, ran to see her come in, 
entertaining great hopes that the excursion had 
succeeded. But they soon distinguished that she, 
was rowed by only one man, who plied both oars,' / 
and thence concluded that the other two were either 
lost or detained. Presently another was seen ris* 
ing from the bottom of the boat, Where it was sup¬ 
posed he liad lain down for a short interval of rest, 
and then the boat advanced somewhat quicker, 
though yet slowly. * ' 

Dinner was now entirely forgot, and after they 
had waited an hour on the beach with the utmost 
impatience, the boat came in. The two men were 
Rosenbury and Taylor, who, the moment of land¬ 
ing, threw themselves on their knees, uttering short 
but earnest ejaculations of thanks to God, for hav¬ 
ing once more brought them safe to this place, 
which, barren and desolate as it was, they consi¬ 
dered an asylum from a more'distressing situation. 
Having exerted their last effort to bring the boat 
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to the shore* their strength at once forsook them, 
and they were unable toTise from the ground 
without assistance. * 

As soon as they were conducted over to the 
tent, every one was busy to procure them refresh¬ 
ment, for they found the boat quite empty both of 
provisions and water. Some fish was hastily dres¬ 
sed, and their comrades observing them quite ex¬ 
hausted by labour and watching, left them with¬ 
out asking any questions, when they had ate 
their meal, and they immediately fell asleep. The 
behaviour of this unfortunate comiiany to their 
poor messmates, was an uncommon instance of 
kindness and self-denial. The impatience of their 
curiosity must have increased in proportion as they 
were interested in tlie account by which it was to 
be gratified. Yd even this curiosity, where the 
very preservation of life was concerned, they had 
the consideration and fortitude to repress, rather 
than delay the refreshment of the others to satis¬ 
fy it. 

When the two adventurer$ awoke, their account 
was of the following purport: * 

About three o’clock on the day of their depar¬ 
ture, they got round a point about .six leagues east 
of the rock, which, as they approached, had tlie 
appearance of a, double point. This encouraged 
them to hope, that between the two points they 
should find a harbour; but here they were disap¬ 
pointed, as a high surf raa all nlougthc coast. 
However, about five o’clock, having seen only one 
of the natives, they ventured to pull in for the 
shore; but the moment they got into the surf, the 
boat overset, by which accident Botfawell was un¬ 
happily drowned. They themselves who reached 
the shore in a feeble and exhausted condition, were 
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left destitute of every supply except a small ke|f 
of brandy. As soon as their strength was a littlte 
renewed, they erawl^' along the shore in search 
of the boat, having no* other’chance of shelter from 
the wild beasts, which might be expected to come 
abroad in the night. After some search they found 
her, but were too weak to get her up ; and dark¬ 
ness coming on, they were obliged to lie down on 
the sand, without any other covering than the 
branchef3»of a tree, in which condition they phssed 
the night. As morning dawned they again went in 
quest of the boat, which the surf had driven from 
the place where they left her. Walking along the 
coast, they saw a man, who, on their advancing 
towards him, ran away into very thick woods near 
the beach. Proceeding onwards, they, in a short 
time, discovered the body of their comrade, Both- 
well, which had been dragged up the sand a con¬ 
siderable distance from the water, and was tom to 
pieces by some wilcf'beast. 'This terrified thdi(ja 
exceedingly, and havi^tg found the boat, the dread 
of passing another, night on shore was so great, 
that they resolved immediately to return. 

The two adventurers were opposed in this at¬ 
tempt by a fresb gale at west, and before they 
could put back, the boat overset a second time, 
and drove with them along the .shore. After 
much struggling and swimming, they once more. 
got safe on the land, though fainting with hunge^ 
and fatigue, as they had been fasting ever since 
three o’clock ol’ the preceding day. However, 
they happened to meet with a fruit resembling an 
apple, which they eagerly gathered and at*, Ivith- 
out knowing either its name or its quality. For¬ 
tunately it did them no harm, and being Some¬ 
what refreshed by this repast, they jppiade shift to 



WRECK OF THE DODDINGTOH 


334 ‘ 

hawl the boat on shore. Turning it upside down, 
they crept under it to eleep, well sheltered from 
t he and secure against wild beasts. 

who know the irresistible power of sleep, 
after long watching and excessive labour, will not 
conclude that their first slumber was short, be¬ 
cause their situation was incommodious, or ex¬ 
posed to danger. They wakened, however, be¬ 
fore the next morning, and peeping out from un¬ 
der the edge of the boat, could discenv the feet 
of several creatures, which, by the claws, they 
supposed to be tigers, pass by them to and again. 
Tl^is,was a sufficient inducement to remain in 
thejr, resting place until morning, when once 
more looking out they saw the feet of a man. 
On this discovery, they crept from below the boat, 
to the ^eat amazement of a poor savage, and two 
other me/i and a boy, who were at some distance. 
^Ji^they had all collected, and were a little re- 
Trom their surprise, ^ they made signs to 
the sailors to go away, which they endeavoured 
to do, though able to move but very slowly. Be¬ 
fore having got tar from the boat, a considerable 
nuii|jM^ of tlie natives ran down upon them, w-itli 
tlujj^ances. Rosenbury, as he went along, had 
picked up the mast of the boat, and a pistol, which 
had heon washed ashore. Thus a-raed when the 
Indians came down upon him, and besides being 
un^lc to run, he imprudently turned about, and 
cx^iiig all his strength, advanced towards them 
in a threatening manner, supposing they would 
have been panic struck, and retreated into the 
woods, h happened, however, that he was mis- 
taljien, for instead of running away, they surround¬ 
ed him, and began to whet their lances. Taylor 
thought it was now time to try what could lie 
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done by supplipation, a|»d, throwing himself 
his knees, cried, in a piteous tone, for inerc^,.while 
Rosenbury ^ took refu^ in the water. The sa¬ 
vages immediately came up to Taylor, and began 
to strip him. He suffered them quietly to take 
his shoes and his shirt, but when they attacked 
his trowsers, he made some resistance, and by his 
gestures entreated that they would not leave him 
quite naked, on which.they thought fit to desist. 
They then, made signs for Rosenbury to come to 
them, who was all this time swimming about 
’ the sea; but he refused, signifying that the}! 
would kill him. They then pointed to Taylor, . 
intimating that he had not been killed ; on which 
Rosenbury advanced, and having first thrown them 
his pistol, and all his clothes but his shirt, ven¬ 
tured to put himself in their hands.. When he 
came up they offered him no violence, only held 
the boat’s mast and the pistols to him by 
of deriding his attempt to frighten them. 'fh^|^ 
seemed to be very much pleased with the clothes^ 
which they divided amopg themselves as far as^ 
they would go. Then beginning to rifle the boat,^ 
they took away all the rope they could flnd,iand 
the hook by which the rudder hung to the steyil 
post, and next began to knock the stem to pieces, ^ 
for the iron which they saw about it. Except abso- “ 
lute destruction of the unfortunate mariners, this. 
was the greatest mishap they could sustain ; and , 
rough as they were, they burst into tears, ehttei^- 
ing the savages, with such agony of distress, to 
desist from injuring their boat, that they 
it to remain as they found it. Encouragtldvhy 
such an appearance. of placability and kindness, 
and urged by hunger, they soliciti^d by isigns 



WRECK OF THE DODpIXGTOK 

I 

something to eat. This request was also granted, 
and the native having given them some roots, 
again made signs lor their departure; on which 
they once more got into the boat, after launching 
it; but the wind blowing strong from the west, they 
could not put off. The natives perceiving their 
willingness, and also their inability to comply 
with their desire, covered them with the boat to 
sleep under, and left them. The following morn¬ 
ing the weather proving fine, and the .wind east¬ 
erly, they launched the boat a third time, and re<*, 
turned back to the rock. 

The carpenter and smith now continued work¬ 
ing on the vessel, till the fourth Sunday, the 29tU 
of September, and the people were busy in secur¬ 
ing what was from time to time thrown up by the 
wreck, particularly cordage and canvas for rig¬ 
ging. They likewise recovered some casks of 
fresh water, which they were solicitous to keep lor 
sea store, as their escape depended n<j less on 
fresh water than on the vessel itself, which was to 
carry them. 

This day, the officers, after prayers, a duty re¬ 
gularly and publicly performed every Sunday, dis¬ 
covered that the chest of treasure had been broke 
open, and the greater part of it taken away and 
concealed. It may probably appear strange, that 
those whom danger had made religious should at 
the same time be guilty of theft; but it should 
here be remembered, that as soon as a ship is 
lost, the sailors lose their pay, and the captain his. 
command; and whatever is cast ashore from the 
wreck, is considered by the sailors in the light of 
common property. The men, therefore, who ven¬ 
tured secretly to take what they deemed their 
% 



EAST INOIAMAN. 33? 

H 

share of this treasure, were not conscious of act¬ 
ing dishonestly, but only designed to secure what 
they dreaded the officers would monopolize, and 
thus prevent disputes, which, in their circum¬ 
stances, might produce fatal effects. The officers, 
however, on discovering what had been done, and 
finding that none would own knowing any thing 
about it, proposed to write the form of an oath, 
and administer it separately to every individual, 
themselves taking it first. But to this the majo¬ 
rity immediately objecteci, for though they might 
not suppose themselves guilty of a crime by tak¬ 
ing the treasure, they were aware that it would 
not only be immoral but impious, to swear they 
had not taken it. As the minority were not in a 
condition to enforce tiieir proposal, the matter 
was suffered to rest without further inquiry or re- 
monstrance. 

A fowling-piece was found on the 6th of OctCK 
ber, which was a joyful acquisition, and although 
the barrel was much beat, it was soon made ser¬ 
viceable by the carpenter, and used with great 
success in shooting the birds. There was no other 
method before of taking them, but by knocking 
them down with a stick. 

On Friday, the 1 Ith of October, the gannets 
which had of late forsaken the rock, were observ¬ 
ed again hovering about it in great numbers. The 
shipwiecked people were therelore in hopes that 
they would settle to lay their eggs, and in this 
they were not disappointed. They were^ coii« 
stantly supplied witn great plenty of eggs, untjl 
the beginning of January, when the laying seasqn 
terminated. 

Mr Cottes, Mr Webb, the third mat^, anid two 
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others, (ffic6 more veotared out on a raft on the 
flOth of October, but the wind springing up veiy^ 
iiresh, the raft broke loose, and drove them to the 
Other side of the rocks.. The sea running high, 
and the wind still increasing, it was impossible 
for the boat to put out; therefore theywere oblig> 
ed to remain all night ,among the seals on the 
rocks, without any shelter'or refreshment. But 
in this situation, however dreadful, they received 
great comfort, from reflecting how rfmch more 
dangerous it would have been, had they, instead of 
being carried to the rocks, been driven out to sea. 
The wind did not abate before next day at noon, 
when the boaA ventured off; but as the waves still 
ran high, it could bi-ing in no more than two at a 
time, and the float was left behind them. 

Some rainy weather now prevailed, which was 
very acceptable, as they contrived to save some of 
the water for sea store; but they were still in want 
of bread, and bad lived many days on short allow¬ 
ance. As a last resource, they thought of build¬ 
ing ,an oven> for though they had no bread they 
h^ some barrels of ‘flour. In this attempt they 
succeeded beyond expectation, and iivere enabled • 
to convert their flouf into tolerable biscuit. 

At length the bist^it also was near exhausted, 
and their allowance,of it restricted to a few ounces 
per dajt; without brtindy, of which only a small 
quantity remained, and this was preserved invio* 
lable for ifoe. ufe of the carpenter. Water likewise 
ran short, and a plpt a day was all thdir allowance. 
However, health still remained in a great 
ng^asure eotir?} and on ibe 16ih of February 1756, 
^^lauhhhi^ Aeir vessel, which theycalred the 

Next day, their ijlltle pit- 
i®e of stores was got on board, and oii the 18th 
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they set sail from the roch* which, at parting, they 
named Bird Island^ and where they had lived just 
seven months. 

All their provisions consisted of six casks of 
water, two live hogs, a firkin of butter, about four 
pounds of biscuit for each man, and ten days sub¬ 
sistence of salt provisions, in bad condition, at the 
rate of two ounces a day per man. 

At one in the afternoon of the eighteenth^ the ad¬ 
venturers vyicighedmichor, and with a light breeze 
from the west, set sail for the river St Lucia, on the 
coast of Natal. Fortune, however, did not cease to 
persecute them: for five days they met nothing but 
adversity; and during twenty-five in succession, 
their provisions were almost exjiausted, and currents 
running at the rate of a mile and a half an hour, 
carried them so far out of their course« 'that a fa¬ 
vourable wind was of little avail. Their state be¬ 
came more and more deplorable, and they at 
length despaired of reaching the river St Lucia; 
as the currents ran strong to the west, and easterly 
winds alniost always prevailed, they resolved to 
change their course, and attempt to make the Cape 
of Good Hope. Thus on the 2d of March they 
bore away to the west. 

Next day the weather proved hazy, and they 
apprehended that heavy westerly gales would en¬ 
sue. Their conjectures were verified, for the wind 
increased to prodigious violence, until the fourth 
of the month, when they endeavoured to lie ;to, 
but shipped such heavy seas that they dreaded lest 
every surge would dash their slight vessel to pieces; 
thus they were still obliged to be cautious, and 
bear away under a topsail. The squalls were 'at 
times so violent the seajippeared 
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^ove the stern; and in this alarming manner were 
they hurried along by furious storms until the morn¬ 
ing of the fifth, when fine weather ensued. 

A calm prevailed on the seventh, and they cast 
anchor about> three quarters of a mile from a shore, 
where they soon observed several of the natives, 
who came down from the mountains. Encouraged 
by this sight, they attempted to land; and Tlio- 
mas Arnold, the black servant, accompanied by 
two seamen, embarked in thd boat, ‘carrying a 
string of amber beads as ja present to the Indiansi 
Arnold leapt out of the boat when near the beach, 
and swam ashore, while the boat returned to the 
vessel, which was standing on at some distance in 
search of a place where the people might safely 
debark. Attended by about forty of the natives, 
Arnold followed the vessel to a suitable place, and 
the boat was sent to take him off. He reported 
that on his arrival, the savages at first appeared 
very reserved, but, at length, having all sat down, 
they made him sit down among them. He then 
presented the string of beads to the oldest, who 
received it with marks of consideration. On mak- 
ing signs that he wanted food, they supplied him 
with Indian corn, fruit, and water, in a calabash. 
He added that they had sent into the country for 
sheep, oxen, and other necessaries, whence he was 
desirous of returning to them; but the wind con¬ 
tinuing westerly, the boat only was sent ashore, 
which sobn returned with food sufficient to serve 
during four days. 

The vessel coasted along until the 10th of March, 
when the wind changed to the east, and the people 
then cast anchor in twelve fatlioms, half a mile from 
ju^iore. ^ver^ndians, came down to the beach 
evening, signs invited them to land) 
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ivhich they considered impracticable. Next morn* 
ing the natives renewed their invitation, by driving 
before them a great many goats and bullocks. 
This was a pleasing spectacle to men almost fa¬ 
mished with hunger; however, they still judged 
it impossible to land. In a* condition so tantalising 
they continued until the 14th, when two men re¬ 
quested to be sent ashore at all risks, saying it was 
better to gp and live among the stivages than to 
j)erish of hunger on board, where for two days 
they had not ate a morsel. They were therefore 
sent off in the boat, and with great difficulty reach¬ 
ed the shore. The wind fell the same evening, and 
seemed tending to tiie west, which occasiolied 
much uneasiness to those on t^ard, on account of 
their two comrades ashore, for they dreaded that 
it might blow too hard for them to remain at anchor 
until morning. Thus frequ^^nt signals were made 
through the night by shewing lights, in hopes of 
bringing them down to the beach, tliat they might > 
get off before the surf rose too high. No intelU- 
geuce was obtained' of them until six in the morn¬ 
ing, but it was then too late to get them on board 
from the violence of the wind and height of the surf. 
Trusting to find some more favourable place 
whence to take them in, signals were made that they 
should proceed along the shore, while the bark fol¬ 
lowed the same direction. They had not advan¬ 
ced two leagues, when a very convenient spot was 
found, opposite to which the vessel, working clos6 to., 
the shore, anchored m five fathoms water. The 
boat was then sent out, with four men, two pf 
whom were employed in recovering those ashhf^, 
.md the other two in sounding the mouth of 
where they were in great hopes of finding Va^i^ 
enough for the vessel to pass over the bar. About 
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thtee hours afterwards, the two men were seen with 
the four belonging to the boat, but on account of 
the height of the surf they dur^t not embark. 

All those on board spent the night in the great¬ 
est uneasiness j at bre^ of day, they weighed 
anchor, and stood still hearer the shore; but ob¬ 
serving that their companions were still afraid to 
venture, they made them understand that if they 
did not immediately return, or shew that it ^as 
possible to enter the river, they should be obliged 
to abandon them, as provisions began to fail, and 
there was no appearance of any here. These me- 
naqps had the desired effect, and two of the men 
braved the extreme violence of the surf in the 


boat. Having gained the bark, they said that 
they had been well received by the natives, who 
gave them beef and fish to eat, and supplied then! 
with milk; and then conducted them over the 
^mountains, from the place where they landed, to 
that where they found their companions. 

An easterly wind rendered it dangerous to re¬ 
main in this spot, but was favourable for their 
entering the river, where sufficient water tl^as said 
to be above the bar j accordingly, they weighed 
anchor at eleven in the forenoon, and advanced, 
the boat always being before, sounding. But 
When close to the bar, those ashore made sig¬ 


nals to desist; whiqh they did, and anchored. 
The boat returning, informed them that there 
xlfere only eight feet of water on the bar, and that 
it was necessary to W&it the flowing of the tide in 
0tder to pass it. At two in the aft^t^oon, they 
more hoisted sail, easily entered the river, 
anchor in two fathoms and a half. 

•►Ipieir first consideration was how to traffic witli 
the natives for provisions and other necessaries, 
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having never heard of any commerce on this coast. 
The consultation did not continue long, for they 
had but little to exchange; their whole stock, con* 
sisting of brass buttons, nails, and iron bolts, cop¬ 
per hoops, of which they made rings, such as are 
called bangles by the Indians, and wore as brace¬ 
lets on the legs and arms. These they carried on 
shore, and shewing them to the natives, made signs 
by imitating the lowing of cattle, and bleating of 
sheep, that they wished these animals in exchange 
for them The Indiahs quickly comprehended 
their meaning, and speedily brought two small 
oxen, which were purchased for a pound of cop¬ 
per and three or four brass buttons. Each of the 
oxen weighed about five or six hundred pounds, 
and the flesh proved excellent The Indians seem¬ 
ed well conteiit with their bargain, and promised 
to bring more cattle; they likewise sold a great 
quantity of milk at a very low rate, demanding 
but a single button for two or three gallons. They 
also sold, at the same rate, a quantity of small 
grain resembling Guinea corn, which the stran¬ 
gers bruising between two stones, made into a 
kind of bread, which they baked on hot cinders. 
This they were in hopes to preserve, until they 
could procure what was of better quality, but here 
they were disappointed, for in three days it became 
mouldy. Nevertheless, the grain was found salU'* 
tary food when boiled along with meat. * 

In this place they remained about fifteen days, 
and frequently penetrated the country, ten or 
twelve miles, to the dwellings of the natives,^ yrho 
lived in huts covered with rushes, which ^ 

kind of thatch. They wer^ extremely clealil^kh- 
in, and the natives frequently invited fheir Visitors 
to spend the night there, during, their residence 
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on the coast. They always testified great friend¬ 
ship towards the English, often ate along with 
them, and seemed to enjoy the European method 
of preparing food. But they particularly prized 
the entrails of animals, which they commonly ate 
raw, after giving them a shake. They also took 
much pleasure in going on board the vessel, ami 
repeatedly came up the river in the boat along 
with the English, uniformly displaying a very so¬ 
ciable disposition. They shewed no jealousy, and 
left their sisters and daughters whole days with the 
strangers, while rambling about the woods. 

Hunting is the principal occupation of these sa¬ 
vages } their only weapons are lances, and two 
short clubs, with a large knob at the end, which 
are used to kill an animal when it is wounded 
by the lance. The river is full of manaties, or 
sea-cows, which commonly come to the banks and 
pasture in the night; they are quite harmless, and 
the natives frequently kill them for food while 
asleep. 

They also had a few elephants tusks, which 
they would have given for a mere trifle, but the 
English had no room for them in the vessel. 
These savages wore few clotlies in the <lay-time, 
but at night covered themselves with a bullock’s 
hide, which was well dried, and which they had 
the art of rendering very pliant Their chief orna¬ 
ments were a piece of the tail of an ox, which 
hung from the rump, down to their heels, ati^ was 
adorned with small sea-shells. They al&o wdre 
nieces of skin round the knees, ankles, and arms. 
Their hair was anointed with abundance of fat or 
mixed' with a kind of red earth, and the 
*hol© body was likewise anointed. Their activi¬ 
ty aftd address were so great in throwing their 
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lances, that at the distance of thirty or forty yards, 
they could strike an ear of corn set up as a mark. 
They practised another exercise, particularly at 
meeting each other, or on separation, which con¬ 
sisted in dancing or leaping in a circle, and utter¬ 
ing the most liideous cries, sometimes like hound¬ 
ing of dogs, and sometimes like the granting of 
hogs, all the while actively wielding their lances. 

The Eijglish were extremely surprised to find 
^ among these savages, who were quite black with 
* woolly hair, a youth, apparently twelve or four¬ 
teen years of age, perfectly white, with European 
features, fine light hair, and altogether different 
from the natives of this country. They remarked 
that he was treated as a servant, that the savages 
sent him their errands, and sometimes did not 
allow him to eat with them; but that he waited 
until the end of their repast, before making his own. 
They seemed, at the same time, to live in gil“at‘ 
friendship with each other, and when they had 
any thing to eat, though in ever so small a quan¬ 
tity, the owner shared it equally with all pre¬ 
sent, and appeared to enjoy much satisfaction in 
doing so. 

After the English had thus, by the intervention 
of Providence, collected a very considerable quan¬ 
tity of provisions, they weighed anchor at five in 
the morning of the 29th, and stood over the ban 
But there a dangerous surf was running, which al¬ 
most .broke into the yessel, and becoming their 
sail, put them in great hazard of being ship¬ 
wrecked on the rocks. At length they had the 
good fortune to get over the bar, and sailed fbt^he 
River St Lucia, where they arrived on the 6th of 
April, without any remarkable occurrence. ' 

Having landed, they were soon convinced that 
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those with whom they were to traffic, were very 
different from the savasfes they had left. On sig¬ 
nifying that they wish^ to trade with them, the 
Indians intimated that they wanted no commodity 
but a kind of small beads; nevertheless, when 
shown copper buttons, they speedily brought se¬ 
veral bullocks, fowls, potatoes, gourds, and some 
other provisions. No bullocks could be purchas- 
<‘d, because the natives demanded copper rings 
large enough for collars, in exchange j but they 
sold fowls and gourds at a low price, giving five 
or six of the former, of a large size, for a bit of 
linen, not worth above fourpence in England. 

Here the English remained three weeks, occu¬ 
pying themselves ill traversing the country, and 
in seeing the savages' mode of life, as also in en¬ 
deavouring to obtain the articles they required. 
These Indians put the highest value on copper; 
and, on being shewn the handle of an old box, of¬ 
fered two bullocks for it; the bargain was speedily 
concluded, and they drove them to the bark. The 
natives appeared very proud and haughty, and quite 
different in the recommendatory manners that <*ha- 
racterized those whom the English had lately left. 
The latter discovered that the principal chief, whom 
they paid for being accommodated all night in one 
of his huts, had stolen some pieces of iron, w hich 
they had brought in a basket, to discharge their 
expences wdiile ashore. Though remaining two 
or three days in the interior, the natives could ne¬ 
ver be prevailed on to eat along with their visi- 
•'tors. They differed also from the former Indians in 
the method of preparing their food, which was here 
dicute with greater neatness; they were likewise 
mhre cleanly m their persons, and bathed every 
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morning, apparently as an act of devotion, nothing 
of which was observed among the others. The^ 
wore no kind of ornament similar to them; their 
chief pride seemed to be to keCp their hair in great 
order. They watched strictly over their women. 
Their arms, however, resembled those of the 
others, as did their diversions. Men were seen 
among them, who came from Delagoa, trading in 
ambergrease and elephant’s tusks. 

A favourable breeze springing up from the West, 
attended with good weather, the English weighed 
anchor, at seven in the morning of the 18th of 
May, and set sail. About a quarter of an hour 
before high water, when almost on a bar crossing 
the riveri some of them were so imprudent as to 
lower the sail, and cast anchor on a sand bank. 
Nine men then got into the boat and foWed to¬ 
wards the shore, declaring they would rather 
run all risks among the savages, than be drown¬ 
ed to a certainty in passing the bar. ThoS^ 
on board hesitated whether to attempt the pas¬ 
sage, or return; but the wind and tide driving the 
vessel out of the river, gave every reason to be¬ 
lieve, that if the tide fell, she would strike the bar 
and be dashed to pieces. At letigth they weigh¬ 
ed anchor, trusting to save the vessel and preserve 
their lives, and were soon carried among the brealc- 
ers. Here they were in the most alarming situa¬ 
tion, there were only eight feet of water, while the 
tessel drew five. After remaining half an hour 
in the jaws of death, the surface of the sea sudden-' 
ly became smooth as glass, and they left 
ver St Lucia in safety. Those ashore, ittort of 
whom had nothing but a shirt and a pb,it of trow- 
sets, followed along the coast on foot. 

On the 20th of the month the English made 
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Delagoa Kiver, wh^re they cast anchor in nine 
fAtbo,m9. The, re they found the Rose, a snow, 
CQippianded by Captain Chandler, in which some 
of them requested a passage to Bombay. Having 
remained three weeks in this place, three of their 
comrades, who had gone ashore at St Lucia, re¬ 
joined them in a small canoe, and said that their 
six companions were on the other side of Delagoa 
Bay, from whence they waited an opportunity of 
coming over. 

The oflBcers, judging themselves now in the 
most convenient situation for securing the treasure, 
packets, and other effects of the Doddington, sent 
four or hve men ashore, and two oii board the 
snow. Mr Jones then came in Captain Chandler’s 
pinnace, well manned and armed, to the vessel, 
and carried all the money, plate, and letters, he 
could find in her, to the snow, that th^ might be 
given up on her arrival at Madras. The people 
remaining in the vessel, apprehending a second 
visit, which might have been extremely disagree¬ 
able, took an opportunity of escaping during the 
nightf" 

The Rose sailed for Madagascar on the 25th of 
May, for the purpose of completing her cargo, as, 
in consequence of a misunderstanding between 
Captain Chandler and the natives, they had drove 
away above an hundred head of cattle after having 
sold them to him. On the same day, a vessel 
came in sight, which, on approaching, proved to 
•dje the bark. Two of the people, one of whom 
Wa 3 the tarpenler, coming on board the snow, per- 
s$il||^ed Captain Chandler to purchase their little 
ve^el for five hundred rupees, and he gave his 
note for that sum. They told him that they had 
recovered the other six men who had gone a- 
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i>horc at St Lucia, but three of that partjr were 
already dead, and two esctremely ill, from the 
fatigues they had suffered in travelling by land. 
These also died a few days afterwards. Cap- 
lain Chandler then continued his course to Mada¬ 
gascar, in company with the bark, and, after a 
voyage of twenty-two days, discovered the island, 
where he anchored, off Morondova, oft the I4th 
of June. The Caernarvon, commanded by Nor¬ 
ton Tlutohinson, bound from Europe for China, 
likewise arrived there on the 16th. 

The packets and treasure being destined for 
Madras, they were put on board this vessel, which 
quitted Morondova on the 1st of July, and, having 
arrived a month afterwards at that government, 
the whole were delivered according to their origi¬ 
nal destination. 
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SHIPWRECK OF PHILIP AUBIN, 

ON THE COAST OF GUIANA, 1756 . 


Captain Aubin was the son of a captain in the 
British navy i he himself prosecuted a sea-faring 
life from the age of seventeen, and was commo¬ 
dore of the trading vessels on the coast of Ameri¬ 
ca, and in the West India islands. 

On the 1st of August 1*^56, he sailed from Car¬ 
lisle Bay in Barbadoes, for the Dutch settlement 
of Surinam, in a bark of eighty tons, the cargo of 
which consisted of all kinds of provisions, and also 
horses. The latter were so essential at that time 
to the Dutch,‘‘ that they made a regulation prohi- 
biting|English vessels to trade thither, unless these 
animals constituted part of their cargo; and so ri¬ 
gidly was it enforced, that the master was obliged 
to preserve the ears and hoofs of horses dying in 
the passage, and swear that he embarked them 
alive for the colony. 

The coast of Surinam and the ^jacent coun¬ 
tries is low, and overflowed by large rivers disem- 
^boguing themselves'into the sea, and the bottom 
, consists of Seep soft mud, on which a vessel may 
' without her course being interrupted.- 

A current occasioned by the trade winds, and 
ajsp by the numeiStstiS^fivers discharged into the 
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Sea, carried the bark west atid north-west at the 
rate of four miles an hour, and, in the evening of , 
the 4th of August, afresh breeze rendered it neces¬ 
sary to reef the sails, while beating about between 
10® and 12® north latitude. At midnight the wind 
increased in proportion as the mdon rose abovil^ 
the horizon, and Captain Aubin, finding his bark, 
which was heavily laden, begin to labour exces¬ 
sively, thought it expedient to keep the watch un¬ 
til the wpather should become more moderate. 
He desired William, his mate, to bring him a 
bottle of beer, and both sitting down, he on a hen¬ 
coop, and William on the deck, they began to tell 
stories in order to pass the time, according to the 
custom of mariners in all countries. But the 
broadside of the bark suddenly turning to wind¬ 
ward, Captain Aubin ordered the helm a-weather, 
when the steersman replied it was already so. 
Suspecting the rope of the tiller was foul of,some¬ 
thing, he directed William to examine, who as¬ 
sured him that it was not. 

At this moment the vessel went round with her 
head to the sea, and, pitching down, she hll^ in 
such a manner before, that she could not rise aboye 
the breakers, which broke over her as high as the 
anchor-stocks. The captain and mate were im¬ 
mediately up to the neck in water, and every tlppg 
in tlic cabin was washed away. Some of thecrew^ 
who consisted of nine in number, were at this time 
drowned in their hammocks, without uttering a 
groan. 

To prevent the bark from oversetting, Capi^n 
Aubin took a hatchet, hanging near the hre-^jti^e, 
whenever the waye had passed, to xiut. away ‘ ihe 
shrouds. But his endeavours proved abortive; she 
upset, and went completely over, whb her masts 
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and the water: the horses rolling out above 

each bth^fy were drowned; the whole together ex¬ 
hibiting a distressing sight. 

There was only one small boat, twelve or thir- 
len feet long, fixed between the pump and the 
le of the baric. Happily there had been no ne- 
^ ciessity for securing it with lashings, though, when 
the vessel overset, there was no hope that it could 
be seen or recoverea, both boraiise there was a 
heavy cable lying within, and because the w'eight 
of the horses and tneir stalls kept it sunk below 



the surface of the sea. 

Captain Aubin w'as now reduced to a deplorable 
extremity ; he In.ld fas» hy ihf shrouds, looking 
around him foi somt mf 'y box, or a plank, 
whereon he might hope n fMoserve his life so long 
as it should please the Almighty, and, at that time, 
he observed the mate and two seamen hanging by 
a rope, imploring f ieaveo to have mercy on their 
souls. He reminded Miem, that a man who was 
not resigned to death when it was the will of his 
Creator to summon him from this earthly sphere, 
was not fit to live; nevertheless, he counselled them 
to free themselv^es of iheir clotlies, as he had done, 
and lay hold of the first object that could aid their 
preservation. William, the mate, quickly com¬ 
plied; he stripped himself naked, and swam about 
in quest of whatever he might find. Scarce a mo¬ 
ment had elapsed, when he exclaimed that he had 
got the boat, on which Captain Aubin immediate¬ 
ly swam off’ to him, and found him holding by the 
keel, which was uppermost. 

;<:Both now made repeated, but unsuccessful at- 
tempts, to turn the boat up. William, who was 
the heavier, as also the stronger man of the 
two, at length contrived to put his feet against 



PHILIP AUBIN. 


553 


tho gunwale, and seizing lUe keel with both Uavwls, 
nearly accomplisbed il by a violent elFort, wliilo 
Capla) ' Aubin Idled her up from the oppobite side 
on liis shoulders At hist the bout was righted by 
this method, ati<l lusistuice trorn the surf, though 
she n'niamed iull of w.der However, Captain 
-\ubii got 111, :iij(l iMide.iv >!ii(d hv means of a rope 
iliout the ri^gi'te oj ilie haik to (haw her towards 

' 1 . M 

, Du ling the niiorial l)eiv\e('n tin* roll ot .succes¬ 
sive billon a, the masi r(»se fitieon or twenty feet 
aboie the water: having gained it. Captain Aubin 
passed the end ol the rope fastened to tlie boat 
once round the top oi ihe mast, while he held by 
the end. Whenever the mast rose out of the wa¬ 
ter, it lifted up liim and the boat • he then let 
go the rope, by which three-fourths of the wa¬ 
ter were emptied out of the boat. I 3 iit having no 
way of disengaging her horn tlie mast and shrouds, 
they fell down, driving iiim and the boat under the 
suriace. 

Captain Aubin coiitimied his t\ertion^ to empty 
the boat of water, during wliu h he received many 
severe wounds aiul bruises, and he began to haul 
lier, though full, towards the shrouds of the bark j 
but only .i small portion of the ‘■tern was now visi¬ 
ble, the hull had sunk deep in the set, and there the 
male, with other two men, were securing th^* 
selves by a rope. He threw himself into the Iva- 
ter, and swam towards these people with a rope in 
his mouth, trusting that by their united strength 
the boat might be hauled over the stern of the yies- 
sel, and emptied. Their utmost efforts were now 
exerted; but Captain Aiibin’s thigh was nearly 
broke, by being crushed between the boat and 
the ship i however, they accomplished their object 
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in getting up the boat. Whenever the acnto- 
ness of the pain was a little abated, Captain Au- 
bin, along with one of the men who could not 
swim, lea))t into her, and slopped a hole which 
was made in dragging her over the stern, with 
part of the man’s sliirt. The good iortiine of his 
inability to swim was here eminently displayed, 
for he had not been induced to stri}) od’ his shirt, 
which was thus employed as a means of preserva¬ 
tion. lie had besides a knife in his pocket, and 
wore an enormous Dutch hat, according to the fa¬ 
shion ot the West India settlements. 

The boat being made fast to the rigging of the 
bark, a dog belonging to the captain came running 
along the gunwale, and was gladly taken in as a 
resource in case of necessity for pro\ ision : a mo¬ 
ment after, the rope parted, with a jerk of the ves¬ 
sel, and Captain Auhin found the boat drifting 
awav. Therefore he called on his mate, and the 
other man, to swim off', and assisting them to get 
on board, soon lost sight of his unfortunate \essel. 

At this time it was about four in the morning, 
as was judged by tlie dawn, which now began to 
bieak, ami about two hours had elapsed since the 
balk liad been abandoned. She remained longer 
buoyant than miglii otherwise have happened, 
from a number of casks of biscuit, flour, and but¬ 
ter being on board, for the former slowly imbibe 
waWr, and the latter always sw ims. 

Keeping the boat before the wind, as soon as 
she was clear of the wreck, several articles which 
had ftoated from the vessel were seen as it grew 
light; and Captain Aubin rejoiced to observe his 
chest of clothes and linen, which bad been wash¬ 
ed out of the cabin among them. It also contain¬ 
ed somu bottles of orange and lime water, a few 
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pounds of chocolate, sugar, and other articles, , 
which induced him to attempt getting at them. 
But the box was so large that it would have sunk 
the boat if it had been possible to take it in; 
therefore it was held alongside, and every device 
used to open it as it floated. Yet to accomplish 
this proved impracticable; he and his cpmpanions 
could by no means force open the lid, and after 
having half filled the boat with water, to their own 
imminent hazard, they were reduced to the tanta- ■ 
lizing necessity of leaving it behind. 

However, they luckily picked up thirteen onions; 
though of a number more none could be obtained, 
and these, together with the dog,-were all that 
might serve for subsistence, while they had not a 
single drop of fresh water. 

The mariners now computed that they were 
above fifty leagues from land; they were destitute 
of masts, sails, and oars, nor had they an article of 
any description except the knife belonging to the 
seaman who could not swim, his wide trowsers 
and the shirt, of which part had already been em¬ 
ployed in stopping the leak broke in the boWm 
of the boat, when dragging her over the bark’s"' 
stern. 


This day the remainder of the shirt was cut into 
strips, which were twisted, to serve the purpose 6f, 
rigging, and each of the mariners alternately tQolCV 
his turn in endeavouring to loosen the planks, with > 
which the boat was lined. , By patiently persevere 
ing in the work a considerable time, their 
was gained by cutting all round the .headl^ 
nails fastening dowp the ,|>lapks, ani| then th®' 
were formed into a kind whidh^f,hey tied 

to the foremost thtvart. A^S^^f plhnk ivas used 
as a substitute for a yard, fixed the ‘ 
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trowsers, w liich served as a sail, while it and a top¬ 
mast, orijriuaUy brought by the mate for steering, 
assisted in keeping the boat before the wind. 

The pieces of plank delsiclied from within the 
boat being short and inj^ufiieient to go quite round 
‘ the edg4*, the manners, wlien the sea run very high, 
were obliged to lie along the gunwale, with their 
backs to the water, as a barrier against the break¬ 
ers. Had they not repeatedly done so, the waves 
would have washed in, and even with all their 
precautions, one of tlndr number was incessantly 
occupied in baling out the water by means of the 
Dutch hat; and the boat continued to take in 
more by the leak, which they were not capable ot 
securing completely. 

Such was their melancholy situation, stark na¬ 
ked, and amidst a tempestuous sea, when they kept 
the boat so far as possible before the wind. Before 
the sail was perfectly finished night fell, and the 
boat continued running at the rate of about a league 
an hour, while it grew quite dark. The weather 
was more moderate the second day; Captain Au- 
bin and his companions each ate an onion at dif¬ 
ferent times, and now began to feci the effects of 
thirst. But the wind rose in the night, and its 
shifting occasioned great uneasiness to Captain 
Aubin, for it sometimes blew from the north, which 
obliged him to keep before it for safety, and his 
only prospect of relief was by sailing from east to 
west 

The keen sensation of hunger began to be felt 
on the third day, as also thirst; and the mariners 
Insides suftered severely from the heat of the sun, 
by which their bcyditfywere scorched, so that from 
the neck to theil^^SHHibey were red and blistered, 
as if by the operattwTof tire. Captain Aubin now 
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yielding to the necessity, thrust the knife into th<; 
throat of his dog; though he afterwards reilected ou 
it with much regret, no sentiment of that kindal the 
time affected him. The animal’s blood was caught 
in the hat, and what run over was received by the 
mariners in their hands,* and eagerly drank. They 
also drank the blood by turns out of the hat, and 
felt themselves very much relroslied by it. 

A heavy gale, accoinjianied by a high sea, pre¬ 
vailed o» the fourth day after the shipwreck, so . 
that the boat was in immiiu'nt danger of sinking, 
and the pco[»le were obliged to make a barrier of 
their bodies against the waves. 

But towards noon they perceived a sloop, which 
like the bark, belonged to Barbddoes, and was now 
bound to Domarara ,* they could see the crevv walk¬ 
ing on the deck; and in hopes of attracting tiieir no¬ 
tice, shouted as loud as they were able'. Unhap¬ 
pily they were neillier seen nor heard; and as the 
sloop, which was commanded by Captain Southey, 
a particular friend of Captain Aubm, steered direct ' 
south, while it was indiapciisahle to keep the boat 
before the wind, from tlie danger of founcLering by 
bearing west, they crossed each others cours&at 
a great distance. 

Thus the ray of hope which dawned on the ma¬ 
riners died away, and two of them sunk so much 
under the disappointment, tliat they refused to 
make any further exertions to save themselves. Xa 
spile of everything Captain Auhiii could urge, ODG 
persisted in Ids di'lerminaiion: he would not even 
bale out the water from the boat, which was gain¬ 
ing on them ; entreaties were v aiii; an<i ti;^gh, 
Captain Aubin fell at his knees, he continu^ in- * 
flexible. At length, he and the mate luiving threat¬ 
ened to kill them instantly with the top-mas^ and' 
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then to put a period to their own existence, tliat 
all might perish together, the men resumed their 
occupation of baling. 

In the course of the day Captain Aubin ate a piece 
of the dog with some onions : he could with difficul¬ 
ty swallow only a few mouthfuls, yet in an hour this 
small poition revived him. William, the mate, 
who was of a stronger constitution, ate a greater 
quantity, which tlie captain was pleased to see, 
and one of the men tasted it j but the other, called 
Cuming, either would not, or was unable to swal¬ 
low a morsel. 

The weather was calmer on the fifth day, and 
the sea did not run so high. An enormous shark, 
as large as the whole boat, was seen at day-break, 
and accompanied the mariners several hours, as if 
expecting to receive them as its prey. 

A flying-fish, which liad fallen into the boat 
during the night, was divided into four parts, and 
chewed to moisten their mouths. William, the 
mate, under the united influence of hunger and de¬ 
spair, exhorted his comrades to cut a piece out of 
his thigln that his blood niiglit quench their thirst, 
and be mstruinental in preserving llieir lives. 

Several heavy sliow'ers, attended by wind, fell 
during the night, and the mariners tried to procure 
some rain water by wringing the trowsers which 
served tor their sail ■, but the seamen’s clothes had 
been so often drenched in water, that they, as well 
as the hat, \verc quite impregnated with salt, and 
now what was caught in their mouths from the 
trowsers Was hs salt as that of the sea. Thus their 
only resource was endeavouring to catch a few 
drops as they fell into their open mouths, to cool 
the heat of their tongues. When the showers 
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ceased, the trowsers were again replaced on the 
mast for a sail. 

On the sixth day, the two seamen, notwithstand¬ 
ing Captain Aultin’s remonstrances, drank sea wa¬ 
ter, which occasioned so violent a d’arriioca that 
they fell into a kind of delirium, and were of no fur¬ 
ther assistance to him and the mate. Both of 
these, however, kejil a nail in ihetr mouths, and 
sprinkled then* heads from lime to time with water, 
to cool tiiem. Captain Aubin was relieved by 
the^e ahlnlions, and the sufleiing in his head was 
less severe. They several' tunes tried to eat part 
of tlic dog’s flesh with a morsel of onion ; and the 
captain thought himself fortunate if he could swal¬ 
low three or four mouthfuls. The mate was always 
able to eat rather more. 

About noon of the seventh day, which was fine, 
the bretze moderate, aud the sea smooth, the two 
seamen wiio had drank the .^ea-water became so 
weak that they began to talk incoherently, and 
seemed insensible of whether they were at sea op 
on shore. Tiie captain and mate were likewise so 
•weak as to be scarce able to stand upriglit or steer 
the boats nor were they quite cap(tble of baling 
out the water, wbicli entered abundantly by the 
leak. 

John Cuming, one of the men, died on the morn¬ 
ing of the eighth day j and three hour** aberwards, 
George Simpson, the other, also breatlied his 
last. 

To the inexpressible joy of the survivors, the 
high land at the western extremity of the Island of 
Tobago was discovered in the evening. Ent^r- , 
aged by hope, they kept the boat towards tho’iand 
all night, while a light breeze and a strong current 
favoured their approaclt. In the morning they' 
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were net above five or bix leagues ebbtant, aiul 
though no longer able to stands they oonliuucd 
steering the boat the whole day towards the shore. 
Ill the evening it fell quite calm ; but about two in 
the morning, the runent c.ist them on the beach, at 
the easternmost pari of the i.shind. The boat war 
sopu bilged, and the tw'O unfortunate maniu'rs, for¬ 
saking llie bodies of their companions, and the re¬ 
mainder of the dog, now become piufectly putrid, 
crawled to the shore. 

Here the coa.-.l rose almost perpendiciilaily to the 
height of three or four hundred teet, along the bot¬ 
tom of which Ca]jtain Aubiu and his male ciawled 
on all fours, as well as they were able. 'Ihey col¬ 
lected some leaves from a great quantity w liich had 
fallen from numerous trees above their lioads, and 
lay upon them until dawn. As light appeared 
they began to seaich for water, and got some in 
the boles of the rocks, though so brackish as to he 
unfit for drinking. They also })i ocuivd some shell¬ 
fish from tlie surrounding rocks, whi<*h tljiey broke' 

open w ith a stone, and cbewed, to siu k out the 
moisture. 

Between eight and nme in the morning, they 
were discovered by a youhg native Caraib, w^hom 
they saw sometimes walking, and sometimes run¬ 
ning towards the boat. M^ienever he reached it, 
he sliovced signs of the greatest commiseration, and 
loudly shouted for bis companions, who followed 
bun immediately, and swam towards the mariners, 
from perceiving the men almost at the same time. 
Tlie oldest of the parly, w ho s(‘( mod about sixty 
^ years ol age, approached along with the two young¬ 
est, who afterwards proved to he his son and son- 
in*law', 
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At the sight of Captain Aubin and his mate, 
tears filled the eyes of the strangers, while the for¬ 
mer endeavoured by signs, to make him compre¬ 
hend that he had been nine days at sea, and was 
completely destitute of every thing. Understand¬ 
ing a few French words, they signified that they 
would go for a boat to carry the two to their hut; 
and the old man itaking a handkerf;liief from his 
head, tied it rbiind Captain Aubin’s, while one of 
the young«ones gave the mate his straw hat. The 
.other swam round a projecting rock, and brought 
a calabash of fresh w'atcr, sonic cakes of cassava, 
and a piece of broiled fish, but tlic objects of this 
humane consideration were unable to eat. 

The Caraibs next removed the two corpses out 
of the boat, and laid them on the rock. aftfer which 
all three hauled it up oiit of the water. They 
then went away, testifying signs of the utmost 
compassion, to bring their canoe. 

About mid-day the natives returned in it with 
three of addition to their number, and brought, 
along with them some soup in an earthen vessel, 
which Captain Aitbin and his companion thought 
delicious ; but the former vomited all he had been 
’ able to take, his stomach was in such a state of 
weakness. 

In less than twb hours they were carried to Man*, 
of-War where the Caraibs dVvelt in huts, and 
Captain Aubin was laid in their only hammou^^, 
A very palatable mess of herbs and broth was pre-* 
pared by a woman for him; and his wQunds, which 
wore full of maggots, were bathed with a decoction 
of tobacco. Every morning the men lifted 
from the hammock, and carried him iti their arms 
under the shade of a lemon tree, where they covert 
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cd him with plantain leaves, as shelter from the 
beams of the sun. There they also anointed the 
wounds both of him and his mate, with a particu¬ 
lar kind of oil to cure the blisK rin" of the heat. 
They were even so goneious as ti> give eacit a pair 
of trowsers and a shirt, which they had themselves 
obtained from ships casually arriving there to trade 
for turtle and»tort<use-shell. 

.Alter cleamsing Captain Aniiin’.s wounds of ver¬ 
min, the Caraibs anointed them every morning 
and evening with a kind of oil extracted from tlic 
tail of a small crab, resembling that wliu h wc call 
the soldier, or hermit-crab. A ct'rlain quantity 
of these being collected, their tails arc briiiscd, and 
they are pul in a large shell over the tiro, where 
oil exudes, and is preserved. Nothing, besides 
this and the plantain leaves, accomplished the cure 
of Captain Aubin’s wounds. 

From the care and attention he experienced, 
added to the nutritious food supplied by his friend¬ 
ly hosts, he could support himself on crutches in 
about three weeks after landing, but remained ex¬ 
tremely weak, like one recovering from severe in¬ 
disposition. The natives crowded from ail [lurts 
of the island to see him, and none came enqity- 
handed; .^ome brought one thing, some another, 
whicli was gratelully acce^ited. There were c\en 
visitors from th(‘ island of Trinidad. 

In order that Captain Aubitiaiid his mate might 
have some chance of further relief, he gave different 
natives several boards with his name cut upon 
them, to be shewn to any ships which might ca¬ 
sually touch at the coast. But he almost despair¬ 
ed of this taking place, when a sloop, bound with 
a cargo of mules, from the river Oronooko to the 
island of Martinique, touched at Sandy Point cui 
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the west side of Tobago. The natives shewed a 
plank bearing Captain Aubin’s name, to the crew, 
who learnt the circumstances of his situation, and 
made them known at Martinique on arriving there. 

Several merchants of Captain Aubin’s acquaint¬ 
ance, who traded under Dutch colours, chanced 
to be at Martinique, and from thence transmitted 
inlelligence of the fact to Messrs Roscoe and 
Nyh's at Barbadoes, owners of the bark. They 
insianlly dtspatched a small vessel in quest of him, 
•and he was thus enabled to leave the hospitable 
ba\ages, after residing nine weeks among them. 

Wlien prepared to depart, they still furnished a 
quantity of [joultry, roots, and fruit, particularly 
oranges and lemons, for the voyage; but Captain 
Aubin possessed nothing to give them in return, 
except the small boat, w hich they liad repaired, 
and used occasionally in fishiug, being more suit¬ 
able than a canoe ^ for the peculiar purpose to 
which It was applied. This he presented to them, 
and there was nothing that he would not have 
given, so deeply was he impressed by their ge¬ 
nerosity and benevolence. His friend, Captain 
Young, however, enabled him to present them 
witli sevei) or eight bottles of rum, which consti¬ 
tuted his whole stock, and he also gave them knives, 
needles, sail-cloth for the boat, fish-hooks, and 
cordage. 

Captain Aubiu, after two days occupied in pre- 
[xiration, was obliged to separate trom the bene¬ 
volent savages. About thirty men, women, and 
children, accompanied him to the beach, and all 
appeared impressed with the deepest regre^ esjfe- 
cially the old mau, who had behaved like a iather, 
on his departure. Nor could Captain Aubin and 
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his mate refrain ffonn tears as the vessel -withdrew 
fromi the bay. 

if Iii three days they reached the island of Bar- 
S^oes, where all received them with the utmost 
generosity, and testified llie greatest interest in 
'their misfortunes ; and they experienced the high¬ 
est liberality. Captain Aubiii and his mate were 
scarce able to speak, from their respiration being 
afifected. The former suffered from a violent op¬ 
pression on his breast, and was still incapable of 
walking without support. The physicians of the 
island prescribed for both, but they advised Cap¬ 
tain Aubin to return to Europe, while William, 
being of a stronger constitution, remained behind. 

In consequence of this he sailed for England, 
and, on his arrival in London, was attended by the 
most eminent physicians, such as Reeves, Aken- 
side, and Schomberg, but he derived little benefit 
from their prescriptions. At length Dr Russel, 
well known by his residence at Aleppo, and his 
descriptions of the east, returned to London from 
Bath, and, having heard an account of Captain 
Aubin’s ca.se, gratuitously undertook his cure ; at 
tlte' same time, however, informing him, that it 
would be both tedious and expensive. The ge¬ 
nerosity of the inhabitants of Barbadoes, he* an¬ 
swered, had relieved him of all anxiety on that head, 
and he solicited his prescriptions. 

Dr Russel had seen many individuals afflicted 
with similar complaints, occasioned by long pro¬ 
tracted in traversing the eastern deserts, l ie 
ordered a country residence to be provided, pre¬ 
scribed bathing every morning; asses milk as the 
only diet, except fresh eggs, and mo<lcrate exer- 
By means of this, add some alteration in re- 





gimeiii Captain Aubin convalesced in about five 
months. Yet his constitution remained delicate, 
and he laboured under a great weakness of sto¬ 
mach. Nevertheless, he long survived his disas¬ 
ters, and visited France in the year 1778* 
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ESCAPE OF EIGHT-PERSONS 

FROM THE ADU ISLES, 1757. 


Captain Moreau sailed from the Isle of France 
in the sloop Favori, for Nisapour, on the 9th of 
FebYuary 1757 . He fell in with the Aclu Isles 
on the 26 th of March, and from an observation, 
judged himself in 5® b' south latitude, and 76 * 
east longitude from the meridian of Paris; He 
then sent -a boat ashore, but was compelled to 
abandon it, fropi finding no anchorage, and be¬ 
cause a strong current, setting in from the west¬ 
ward, drove him to leeward of the isles. Six 
leagues further south, having discovered a bank 
with good anchorage, he thence endeavoured to 
rejoin his boat, but in vain. 

The boat^s crew consisted of three whites and 


five Lascars, and was commanded by M. Riviere, 
the author of this account. They coasted the is- 
lands vrithout being able to attain any easy land- 
i ing place ; however^ after losih|^ sight of the ves¬ 
sel two days, :M. Riviere was induced to attempt 
getting on shore on a iknall island, not more than 
. a league in circuiufefence, which he accomplished 

'with the greatest difficulty. 

^' * '^he islands are/i^elye in huinber, they arc low 
lyitig, and connecte#^ a reef, dry when thc'fi'le 
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falls, and affording a passage from one to another. 
By their position, a bay is formed of about twelve 
leagues rovind, which is entered by the West, and 
there M. Riviere found thirty fathoms water. 
There is in tliis bav, which is itself circular, a 
square sand-bank, nearly a quarter of a league in 
' circumference, with abundance of shells and fish¬ 
es on it. 

The largest of the islands, is less than a.league 
Jn circuit, and covered with cocoa trees ; there 
the boat’s crew lived three months, feeding on the 
cocoa- nuts, birds, and fish, but no water could be 
found on it. Wlicn their hatchets, with which 
they felled the trees, became unserviceable, M. 
Riviere resolved to sail for the coast of Malabar, 
though he had neither chart nor compass. The 
boat was loaded with cocoa nuts, and he embark'- 
ed in it along tviih the two whites; the Lascars, 
made a raft, such as the. Indians call a catamaran^ 
which carrie<l the rest of the provision.s, and was 
towed by the boat. 

Four or five hours after losing sight of land, they 
fell in with a shoal, in steering a north-north- 
weslerly course. The sea running high some 
days from tlieir departure, the raft broke loose, on 
which the whites proposed to M. Riviere to aban-, 
don the Lascars, because the boat was very small. 
He rejected the idea with indignation, and although 
there were only thirteen days provisions, took all 
the Lascars into the boat. It is difficult to form 
an adequate idea of all the fatigues, dangers, and 
difficulties that assailed the adventurers. The hu¬ 
manity bf M. Riviere on such a trying occasion, 
merits the highest prfliise. Happily he reached 
Cr^ganor near Calicut, in twenty-eight days after 
his departure from the Ada Isles. 
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LOSS OF TIIK DUKR WILLIAM 

I’RA.X'.PORT, 17j8. 


The Duke William Transport, commanded by 
Captain NichoIIs, was fitted out by him vvitli all 
possible expedition in tlie year 1738, and lay at 
Spithcad to receive order-*. At length he proceed¬ 
ed to Cork, under convoy of the York man-of-war, 
to take in soldiers for America, but just on ap¬ 
proaching the Irish coast, a thick fog came on 
whereby he lost sight of the ship, and as it began 
to blow hard that night an I the next day, he was 
obliged to bear away for Waterford. When olf 
Credenhead, guns were fired for a pilot; none, 
however, came off, and Captain NichoIIs, being 
unacquainted with the harbour, brought the ship 
up, though the sea rau very high. A pilot at last 
came on board, but the transport broke from her 
anchor, and ou getting under sail, it was almost 
dark. After running along for some time under 
tlie fore-topsail, triple-reefed, and scarce in sight 
of land. Captain NichoIIs cast anchor ; and next 
morning, to his great surprise, found high rocks 
so close astern, that he durst not veer away a 
cable. The sheet anchor had been let go in the 
night, and was the chi<if means of preservation; the 
yards and topmasts were now got down, a signal 
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of distress hoisted, and mapy guns fired. A boat 
then came from the windward, and a man in her 
said, if Captain Nicholls would give him fifty 
pounds he would come on board, Which being 
promised, he ascended the stern-ladder. But when¬ 
ever he found the ship so near the rocks, he de¬ 
clared that he would not remain on board for all 
the ship was worth. However, Captain Nicholls 
told him, tj;iat having come off as a pilot acquaint¬ 
ed with tlie harbour, he should slay, and called to 
*the people in the boat to hoist their sails, as he 
was going to cut her adrift, which he did accord¬ 
ingly. Meantime the pilot was* in the greatest 
confusion; but the captain said it was in vain to 
complain, and if by cutting, or slipping the cables, 
he could carry the ship to a place of safety,, he 
was ready to do it. The pilot replied, that he 
'could neither take charge of her, nor venture to 
carry her in, for he apprehended the ship would 
be on shore, and dashed to pieces against the^ 
rocks, before she would veer; and if she did veer, 
that a large French East Indiaman had been lost 
upon the bar, which made the channel very narrow, 
and he did not know the marks, so as to carry her 
clear of the wreck. The ship now rode very hard, 
and it being Sunday, a great number of people 
were ready on shore to plunder her, should she 
strike. Of this Captain Nicholls entertained many 
apprehensions at low water, as she pitched so 
much; but fortunately, as soon as the w<&^her, 
became more moderate, two English frigates w^bieh 
lay in the harbour, sent their boats to his assist¬ 
ance, and the custom-hoose smack having also ar¬ 
rived, he escaped, tbodgh very narrowly, from the 
threatened danger. , 

The .Dukp l^illiam soosp ^^crwards proceeded 
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to Cork to receive soldiers, and sailed from thence 
with of transports to Halifax, where they 
arriVOT safe, and went to besiege Louisbonrg. Af¬ 
ter; landing the troops, the transports, and some of 
t|te men of war, went into Gabarus Bay, where 
the admiral allowed the captains of the former to 
land their men, being sickly, on a small peninsu¬ 
la, which they engaged to defend from the enemy. 
Four or five hundred people, therefore, immedi¬ 
ately set to work, and cut a ditch, six feet wide 
and four feet deep, quite across the peninsula, as' 
a protection against the Indians j they planted can¬ 
non, and also placed several swivels on the stumps 
of trees cut down for the purpose. Huts were next 
erected, gardens made, and the whole ground clear¬ 
ed and convehed into pleasant arbours, from se¬ 
lecting portions of the shrubs and trees. 

Here the captains of the transports remain¬ 
ed some time, during which ^he sick recovererl 
surprisingly, and cures were operated by a re¬ 
markable expedient, called a ground-sweat. This 
was digging a hole in the ground, and, being put 
into it naked, the earth was thrown over the pa¬ 
tient up to the chin, for a few minutes. At first 
the earth felt cold, but it quickly brought on a 
gentle perspiration, which cured the disorder. No 
one persoiiidied who underwent sucii treatment. 

bn the reduction of Louisbonrg, the island of 
St John, in the entrance of the Gulf of St Law¬ 
rence, capitulated, and the inhabitants were, to be 
sent to France in the English transports. They 
therefore left the peninsula, which the people had 
entrenched, and)’ after much bad weather, in which 
the Duke William ^art4d her cable, and a tedious 
passage, arrived at.$l^ohn*sbut not without the 
* whole fleet being i|i|laiiger of sli’^reck, ' A par- 
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ly of sdldiers brought the inhafoitantB down the 
country to the diflereht transports, and the Duke 
William, being the largest, the missionary priest, 
who was the principal man there, was ordered to 
go with Captain Nicholls. On his arrival, he re¬ 
quested permission for the other people who wish¬ 
ed it, to come on board to be married, and a great 
many marriages followed^ from an idea prevailing 
that all th^single men would be made soldiers. 

• Nine transports sailed in company; Captaia. 
Wilson, with Lord Roll© and spme soldiers, on 
board, and Captain Moore also with soldiers, 
under convoy of the Hind sloop of war: the rest 
being cartels, had no occasion ror convoy. Cap* 
tain Moore*s vessel was lost going through the 
Gut of Canso, by striking on a sunken rock, whence 
the soldiers whom she carried were put on board 
Captain Wilson’s ship bound to Louisbourg. Cap¬ 
tain Moore, his son, mate, and carpenter, took a 
passage in the Duke William. 

Contrary winds obliged the fleet to lie in the 
Gut of Canso, where the French prisoners were 
permitted to go ashore frequently, and remaih,' 
there all night, making fires in a wood to keep 
themselves warm, and some of them o^Mained mus¬ 
kets from Captain Nicholl^or shooting game, as» 
they were not afraid of mAting with the Indians. 
About three hours after yaeparting, one of them 
came running back, andlsegged, for God’s sake, 
that the captain would immediately returii oh 
board with his people, as they had met with a phr-, 
ty of Indians, who were coming down to scalp 
them. Captain NichoUs, with the other inststers 
and sailors, hastily went off, and had scarce got on 
board.,when the Indians actually reached the place 
that they had \ Thus they'had a very narrow 
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escape of being murdered and scalped, had not the 
French been faithful, and Providence interposed. 

* The fleet, in gaining the Gut of Canso, had 
^!been a.ssailed by dangers. During a fine night, 
'hsome of the transports worked, within the Gut, but 
Captain’Nicholls, and Captain Johnson of the Par¬ 
nassus, cast anchor without it. In the night a 
hard gale arose, and increased so much, that the 
latter let go three anchors, yet the ship drove ashore 
and was lost. Another ship, the Narcissus, als(\ 
parted from her anchors, and was obliged to run 
ashore, and most of the rest suffered damage. 
When the weather became somewhat moderate. 
Captain Nicholls found that all the French prison¬ 
ers on board the Parnassus had gained the land, 
and had made themselves large fires in the woods, 
on account of the cohl showery weather which 
prevailed; and, on joining them there, he told 
them, to their great joy, that he would send boats 
to carry them off. This he did next morning, and, 
finding it impossible to save the hull of the* Par¬ 
nassus, though another ship was got ot! shore, 
every thing worth saving \va^ taken out of her, and, 
in particular, one of the pumps, which was carried 
on b*>ard the Duke AVilliam, to serve in case of 
emerge ncy. * 

On the 2ith of November 17-58, Captain Ni¬ 
cholls sailed from the Bay of Canso, leading other 
six transports, with a strong breeze at north-west. 
The whole rar>lains agreed to make the best of 
,their way to France, and not to goto Louisbourg, 
as it was a*ba4 time of the year to beiait on tiiat 
coast, and then took leave of the agent who was 
-bound thither. 

The third day after being at‘sea, a stdfm blew 
in the night; being ^dijirk with ilfick weather and 
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.sleet, the Duke William parted company with 
three oHhe ships, and th^i .storm still continuing, 
in a day or two parted company with the rest. 
Nevcrtlieless the ship remained in good condition, 
and, though the sea was mountains high, she went 
over it like a bird, and made no water. . .On the 
loth of December, Captain Nicholls saw a sail, 
which proved to be one of the transports, tHe^ Vio¬ 
let, Captain Sugget. On coming up, he asked 
how all 'ij^ere on board, to which Captain Sugget 
replied, In a terrible situation. He had a great 
deal of water in the ship; hep pumps were chok¬ 
ed, and he was much afraid that she would sink 
before morning.” Captain Nicholls begged him 
to keep up his spirits, and said, that, if possible, 
he would stay by him and spare him the pump he 
had got out of the Parnassus j he also told him, 
that, as the gale had continued so long, he hoped 
that it would moderate after twelve o’clock. Un¬ 
fortunately, however, it ratheh increased, and, on 
changing the watch at twelve, he found that he 
went fast a-head of the Violet, whence, if he did 
not shorten sail, he would be out of sight of her 
before morning. Captain Nicholls then consulted 
with Captain Moore and the mate on what was 
most proper to be done, and all were unanimous, 
that the only means of saving the people in the 
Violet, was to keep company with her'until the 
weather should moderate, and that the ina.n-topT 
sail should be taken in. 

Therefore, the main-topsail of the Duke William 
was taken in, and three pumps got out, to be ready 
in case of necessity. The spare pump was Ibrccd 
down an after-hatchway, and shipped in an empty * 
bull, of which the "EWnch hail brought several on 
board to wa^h in. ''Every thing was preparing, 
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ll>oth for piimping and baling, $houl4 it be requir¬ 
ed, and Uie people of the transport thought them- 
sditres secure against all hazards; they now be¬ 
lieved that the Violet gained on them, and were 
glad to see her quite plain by about four o’clock. 

On changing the'watch they found the ship still 
tight and going vciy well, the carpenter assuring 
Captain Nichoils that there was no water to strike 
a pump. He, fatigued with walking the deck so 
long, designed going below to smoke a pjpe of to¬ 
bacco to beguile time, and desired the mate to ac¬ 
quaint him immediately should any alteration take 
place. 

The board next the lower part of the pump had 
been driven, to see how much water was in the 
well; and every half hour, when the ball was 
struck, the carpenter went down. As he had 
hitherto found no water, Captain Nichoils felt 
quite comfortable in his situation in particular, 
and, on going below*, ordered a little negro boy, 
whom he had as an apprentice, to get him a pipe 
of tobacco. 

Soon after filling and lighting his pipe, he was 
thrown from his chair, while sitting in the state¬ 
room, l)y a blow that the ship received from a 
terrible sci), on which he dispatched the boy to 
ask Mr X’oi, the mate, whether any thing was 
washed over. Mr ^'ox returned answer, that all 
was safe, and he saw the Violet coming up fast. 
Captain Nichoils then being greatly fatigued, 
tiiought lie would endeavour to procure refresh- 
mi Qt from a little sleep, and, without undressing, 
threw himself on the side of his bed. But before 
*his eyes were closed, Mr Fox came to inform him 
that th(' carpenter had* found the water above the 
kelson, and that the ^ip had certainly sprung 
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a leak : he immediately rose and took the carpen- 
ter down to the hold along with him, when, tP 
his infinite surprise, he hea^ the water roaring in 
dreadluliy. On further examination, ho found 
that a butt had started, and the more they endea¬ 
voured to press any thing into it, the more the 
plank forsook the timber. Therefore they then 
went on deck, to encourage the people at the 
pumps, after making a mark with chalk to ascer¬ 
tain how the water gained upon them. 

Captain N icholls, considering his case despdrate, 
went to all the Frenchmens’ cabins, begging them 
to rise; he said, that, although their lives were 
not ill danger, their assistance was desired at the 
pumps, where it would be of the greatest service. 
They got up accordingly, and cheerfully lent their 
aid. By this time it was day-light, when, to the 
great surprise and concern of the Duke WiJliam*s 
people, they saw the Violet on her broadside at a 
little distance, the fore yard broke in the slings, 
the fore-topsail set, and her crew endeavouring to 
free her of the mizen-mast: probably she had just' 
then broached to by the fore-yards giving way. 

A violent squall came on, which lasted for tea 
minutes, and when it cleared up, they diseq- 
vered that the unfortunate ship had gone to the 
bottom, with nearly tour hundred souls. The 
stoutest was appalled by the event, especially aft 
their own fate seemed to be approaching. 

All the tubs above mentioned were prepared, 
and gangways made; the Frenchmen assisted, and 
also the women, who behaved with uncommon 
solution. The hatches were then opened, and as' • 
the water flowed fast into the hold, the tubs be¬ 
ing filled, were hauled up and emptied, on the 
upper deck ; which, with three pumps constantly 
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at work, and baling out of the gun-room scuttle, 
discharged a very great quantity of water. A scam 
would have done them little injury j but a butt’s 
end was more than they could manage, though 
every method that could be deemed serviceable 
Was tried. The spritsail was quilted with oakum 
ahd tldx, and one of the top-gallant sails was pre¬ 
pared in the same manner, to see whether any 
thing would sink into the leak, but all in vain. 

In this dismal condition the transport continued 
three days; notwithstanding all the exeitions of the , 
people, she was full of water, and they expected 
her 10 sink every minute. They had already* got 
the whole liquor and provisions. The hold now 
being hill, and the ship swimming only by the 
decks hom the buoyancy of empty casks below, 
the people, about six o’clock on the fourth morn¬ 
ing, came to Captain Nicholls, declaring tliat they 
had done all that lay in their power, that the ship 
was full of water, and that it was in vain to pump 
any more. Captain Nicholls acknowledged the 
truth of what they said; he told them that he 
could not desire them to do more, that they had 
behaved like brave men, and must now trust in 
Providence alone, as there was no expedient left 
for saving their Jives. 

He then acquainted the piiest with their situa¬ 
tion : that every method lor saving the ship and 
the lives of the people had been adopted, but that 
he expected the decks to blow up every moment. 
The priest was stunned by the intelligence, but 
answered, that be would immediately go and give 
his people absolution for dying; “ which he did,” 
(mys Captain Nicholls^ “ and I think a more me¬ 
lancholy scene cannot be supposed than so many 
people, hearty, strong* and in hcj^ltb, looking at 
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each other with tears in their eyes, bewailing their 
unhappy condition. No fancy can picture the 
seeming distraction of the poor unhappy children 
clinging to their mothers, and the wives hanging 
over their husbands, lamenting their miserable 
fate:—Shocking situation ! words cannot describe 
it • 


Captain Nicholls then called the men down the 
main hatchway, along with him, to examine the 
leak in the hold. ] le told them they must be con- 
, tent with their fate; and as thi'y were certain they 
had done their duty, they should submit to Provi¬ 
dence, to the Almighty will, with pious resigna¬ 
tion. He walked on deck with Cajitain Mo(n'e, 
desiring him to devise any expedient to save lliem 
from perishing. Willi tears in his eyes. Captain 
Moore assured him tliat lie knew of iioncy as all 
that could be thought of liad been used. Provi¬ 
dence, in Captain Nicholl’s belief, induced him to 
propose attempting to hoist out the boats, so that if 
a ship should appear, their lives might be saved, as 
the gale was more moderate. But to this proposal. 
Captain Moore said it w^oiild be impossible, as 
every body would endeavour to get into them* 
Captain Nicholls, however, was of a diftereni opi¬ 
nion, observing, that, under their severe trial, the 
sailors had behaved with uncommon resolution, 
and were very obedient to his commands; he 
flattered himself that they would still continue so: 
and all were sensible, that in case the ship broach¬ 
ed to, the masts must be cut away, to prevent her 
from oversetting; when it would be beyond their 
power to hoist out the boats,^ He then called 
the mates, carpenters, and men, and proposed to 
get out the boats, at the same time acquainting 
themjhat it was to save every soul on board if pos- 
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sible, and declaring that if any person should be so 
rash as to insist on going into them, besides those 
he should think proper, that they should immediate¬ 
ly be scuttled. But all solemnly maintained that 
bia commands should be as implicitly obeyed as if 
the ship had been in her former good condition: 
thus setting an example which is rarely to be 
found. 

Captain Nicholls then went to acquaint the chief 
prisoner on board with what was about rto be at> 
tempted. He was an hundred and ten years old, , 
the lather of the whole island of St John’s, and had 
a number of children, grand-children, and other re¬ 
lations, in the ship. His observation was, that he 
was convinced Captain Nicholls would not do a 
bad action, for, by experience, he had found how 
much care he had taken of him and hts friends, and 
likewise what endeavours had been useil to save 
the ship and their lives j therefore they were ready 
to assi-»t in any thing he should propose. Captain 
Nicholls assured him that he would not forsake 
them, but run an equal chance ; this he thought 
the only means of saving their lives, should it please 
Providence to send any ship to their assistance, 
and it was their duty to use all means given to 
them. 

He next asked Mr Fox and the carpenter whe¬ 
ther they were willing to venture in the long-boat, 
to which they boldly answered in the affirmative, 
as, whether they perished on the spot, or a mile or 
two farther off, was a matter of very little conse¬ 
quence, and as there was no prospect but death 
jn remaining, tbPX would willingly make the at¬ 
tempt. Captain fllobre, the carpenter, mid mate, 
^Iso willingly agreed to his proposal to- go iu the 
putter. 
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ilip sea being too ]jigh to lower the boats into 
^he water with runners and tackles. Captain Ni- 
cliolls arranged, that tite cutter should be got over ; 
the ship’s side, with a proper penter made fast to 
her before she dropped into tlie water, and that 
, those persons should be provided with two axeK> 
to cut the gunners and tackles, when they should' 
consider it the most suitable moment* > '^ 

^ The cutter was accordingly got over Ihe sid^ 
and the slyp lying pretty quiet, they cut the 
tackles, when she dropped very well into the Wa- . 
fer, and the penter brought her up. They next 
went to worn with the long«boat, and day-light 
liaving fairly come in, gave them great spirits, as 
they nattered themselves, should it please God Al¬ 
mighty to send a ship, it would be in their power 
to save all thpir lives, the weather being now much 
more moderate than before. 

The mate and carpenter having cut the runners^ 
the long-boat fell into the water as well as the cut*« 
ter had done, and a proper penter being made:, 
fast, she brought up properly. . 

People were stationed at the main and foretopr ^;;, 
mast heads to look out for a sail, when, to the mi -4 
speakable joy of all on board, the roan at the main - 
topmast cried out that he saw two ships right astern 
making ^ter the transport. (!3aptaitt Nicholls hav¬ 
ing acquainted the priest, aiid the old gentleman, 
with the good news, the latter took him in his^, 
aged arms, and w'ept for joy. The c^tain ord^*-' 
ed the ensign to be hoisted to the main-topmast 
shrouds, and the guns to be got all clear for tiring,« > 
The weather was very haajr, and the ships not few ‘ 
distant when first discovered j whenever the trans¬ 
port hoiste^ .her %n?i of dbtre^» they shewe 4 
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English colours, and seemed to be West ludiameu, 
of about three or four hundred tons. 

Captain Nicholls continued loading and firing 
ns fast as possible, when he perceived tlie two ships 
speak with each other, and setting their foresail 
^'j^and topsails, they hauled their wind, and stood, 
off. Su])posing that the size of his ship, and her 
having so many men on board, added to its hein^ 
the time of war, might occasion distrust, he onlered, 
the mainmast to be cut away to undqj'eive tlicm. 
People had all the time been placed in the shrouds 
to cut away in case of necessity; but one of the 
shrouds not being properly cut, checked tlie main¬ 
mast, and made it fall right across the boats. On 
this Captain Nicholls hastily run aft, and cut the 
pctiters of both the boats, otherwise they would 
ha\ c been staved to pieces, and sunk immediately 
A dismal thing it was to cut away what could be 
the only mcdus of saving the people’s lives, and at 
the same time see the ships so basely leave them. 
No words can picture their distress; driven from 
the greatest joy to the utmost despair, death now 
appeared more dreadful. They hatl only the fore¬ 
sail hanging in the brails; and the braces of both 
penters being re idered useless by the fall of the 
mainmast, and the yard flying backward and for¬ 
ward by the rolling of the ship, rendered the peo¬ 
ple apprehensive that she would instantly overset. 
Tlie ship ran from liie boats, until they remain¬ 
ed ju.st in sight; and finding they made no en¬ 
deavour to join her, though each was provided 
With oars, foremast, and foresail, Cajitain Nieliolls 
consulted with the boatswain on what was most 
projier to be done in their dangerohs condition. 
He said that he tliooght they should bring the ship 
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to at all events, though lu nf kiunvleilged it a dread¬ 
ful alternati\e lo IkvzamI Iv .■ o\(Tsotting; the bo.U- 
swain agreed r|,iit it was ^'S.fr(mely dangerous, as 
the vei.sol steered \eiv well. However, Captain 
Nicholl tinding llia< the men in the boats did not 
attempt to join him, (ailed the people aft, and told 
them his resohuion They said it was despei^ale, 
and s(» was their condition, but they were ready to 
do whatever he thought best. Ilut Captain Moore 
secnioil to be quite against it. Captain NicUoUs 
then atipiainleil the old gentleman, the priest, and 
the rest of the people, who were pleased to say, 
let the consequence he vvliat it might, they should 
he satisfied, he had acted for the best, and all « ere 
resigned to the consequences. 

He therefore ordered men to every fore shroud, 
and one with an axe to the foremast to cut it away 
should that measure become indispensable. But 
hi.s own situation he declares to have been in the 
meantime dreadful: in reHecling that this alterna¬ 
tive, though in his judgment right, might be the 
means of sending nearly four hundred souls to eter¬ 
nity. However, the Almighty endowed him with 
n solution to persevere, and he gave orders to bring 
the ship to lu hauling out the mizen, which hail 
been greatly chafed, it split; a new stay sail was 
then bent to bring the ship to, which had the de¬ 
sired efl'ect after a considerable time, for a heavy 
•lea striking on the starboard quarter, excited an 
apprehension that it would be necessary to cut 
away the mast. When the men in the yawl saw 
the ship lying to for them, they got up their fore¬ 
mast, and i;an on board, holding the sheets in their’ 
bands on account of llie wind; and as soon as tlicy 
arrived some men were sent to row to the assist¬ 
ance of the long-boat. They soon joined her, got 
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her foremast up, set the sail, as the cutter likewise 
did, and to the great joy of all, reached the ship in 
safety. 

Just as the boats came up, the people at the 
9iast>head exclaimed, ** A sail! a sail!” and the < 
ettptain thought it better to let the ship lie to, as 
by seeing the mainmast gone," it might be known 
she was ip distress. The weather was hazy, and 
he could see to no great distance, but the strange 
vessel was soon near enough to perceive and hear . 
his guns. She had scarce hoisted her colours, 
which were Danish, when her main-topsail sheet 
gave way; on observing which, Captain Nicholls 
conceiving her main-topsail was to be clewed 
op, and she would come to his assistance, imme¬ 
diately imparted the good news to the priest and 
the rest. Poor deluded people, they hugged him 
in their arms, calling him their friend and preser¬ 
ver; but, alas! it was short-lived joy, for as soon 
as the Dane had knotted, or spliced her topsail 
sheet, she stood away, and left them. “ What pen 
is able,” says Captain Nicholls, " to describe the 
despair that reigned in the ship !” The poor un- 
happy people wringing their hands, cried out, 

** that God had forsaken them!” 

It was now about three in the afternoon; Cap- 
lain Nicholls wore the ship, which she bore very 
well, and steered tolerably before the wind. 

Towards half an hour afterwards, the old gentle# 
man came to him in tears, and taking him in his 
arms, said he came by desire of the whole people 
to request that he and his men would endeavour 
to save their lives in the boats, and as these were 
insuflicient to carry more, they would by no means 
be accessary to their destruction : they were well 
convinced by their whole conduct that they had 
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»Iohe every thing in their power for their preser¬ 
vation ; but that God Almighty had ordained them 
to perish, though they trusted he and his men 
would get safe on shore. Such gratitude for only 
doing a duty in endeavouring to save the lives of 
the prisoners, as well as “their own, astonished 
Captain Nicholls: he replied, that there were no 
hopes of life, and as all had embarked in the 
same unhappy voyage, they should all take the 
same chadee. He thought that they ought to 
*sliare the same. fate. The old gentleman said 
that should not be, and if he did not acquaint his 
people with the offer, he should have their lives to 
answer for. Accordingly the captain mentioned 
it to Captain Moore and the people. They said 
that they would, with the greatest satisfaction, re¬ 
main, could any thing be devised for the preser¬ 
vation of the others; but that being impossible, 
they would not refuse to comply with their re¬ 
quest. The people then thanking them for their 
gr^t kindness, with tears in the eyes of all, has¬ 
tened down the stern ladder. 

As the boats ranged up by the sea under the 
ships counter, those that went last cast themselves 
down, and were caught by the men in, the boat. 
Captain Nicholls told them, he trusted to their 
honour that they would not leave him,, as he was ^ 
determined not to quit tlie ship until it was dark, 
in hopes that Providence would yet send something 
to their ai4; the whole assured him that he should 
not be deserted. 

He had a little Norse boy on board, wbom po 
entreaties could persuade to enter the boat until he 
had himself done so j but as it was growing dark, 
he insisted on the boy going, saying he would im¬ 
mediately follow him. The boy obeyed, and got 
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on the stern ladfJer, when a Frenchman, whom 
the dread of death induced to quit his wife and 
children unperceived, made over the taffrail and 
trod on the Norse boy’s fingers. The boy scream- 
1 . ed aloud, which led Captain Nicholls to believe 
that some person was in danger, and on repairing 
to the place, followed by the old gentleman, they 
found, to their great surprise, that the man, who 
had a wife and children on board, was attempting 
to get away and save himself. The old gentleman 
calling him by his name, sjiid he was sorry to find* 
him base enough to desert his family. He seem¬ 
ed ashamed.of what he had done, and returned 
over the taffrail. By this time, the people of the 
boat begged the captain to come, as the blows 
which she received from below the ship’s counter, 
were like to sink her. 

Captain Nicholls seeing the priest stretching his 
arms ov^er the rails in great emotion, and appa¬ 
rently under strong apprehensions of death, asked 
him whether he was willing to take his chance in 
the boat. He replied in the affirmative, if there 
was room; and on learning that there was, he 
immediately went and gave the people his bene¬ 
diction ; and after saluting the old gentleman, 
tucked up his canonical robes, and forsook the ves¬ 
sel. Paptain Nicholls saluted him likewise, and 
several others, and then left them praying for his 
safety. 

Whenever he entered the boat, he bid the sail¬ 
ors cast her adrift; it was very dark, and they had 
neither moon nor stars to direct them. “ What a 
terrible situation !*! he exclaims, we were twen¬ 
ty-seven in the long-boat, and nine in the cutter, 
without victuals or drink,” Uncertain of their 
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tiistEiic^ from the boast, tl^oy. agreed to 

as ciose:as«p<|P^lG to • r 

It .begao to blow very freslf, with sleet and 
snow; the people were fatigued to the uttermost, 
from working so long at the pumps, and after sit¬ 
ting in the wet and cOld, ^ey began to wish that 
th^y had staid iri the slnp and perished, as now 
they might die a lingering death. Eitbff alter¬ 
native was awful. Destitute of provisiigfh* it was 
most probdble that one must be .sacrificed by. lot 
•to keep the others alive ; and their dismal situation, 
in rousing the most horrible anticipations, made^ 
them forebode the worst. 


The boats now began to .make water, yet the 
men refused to bale tliera, they were in a state 
of such extreme w-eariness, and not having slept 
for four nights,- became regardless of their fate. 
Captain Nicholls, nevertheless, prevailed on them 
to free the long-boat of water. 

Having a brisk gale, they soon run a long way 
from their unfortunate ship, when to their great 
distress, it fell quite calm at ten in the morning. 
This threw the people in despair, their courage be¬ 
gan to fail, and as they Could not expect to live so 
long as to make the land, death seemed .again star¬ 
ing them in the, face. 

Some time after this unlucky party forsook the 
ship, four of the French prisoners let a small jolly- 
boat, wdiicli wasstill remaining, overboard, with twOir 
sipiair paddles, ■‘and swam to her; and just as they^ 
left the vessel, her decks blew up with a, report 
like a gun. She Sunk in the ocean, and three 
hundred aiii^ ^ixty sopls-perished with her.i- 
Captain Nicholls, length observing, tlie wa¬ 

ter coloured;' asked whetlier the men bad any 
twine, on Which one of them gave him a ball 
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froAi his pocket j they knocked the bolts off the 
knees of the long*boat, viSjlfferewith to make a 
deep-sea lead, and sounding with it, were rejoiced 
to find only 45 fathom water. But the people 
complaining greatly of hunger and thirst. Captain 
Nicholls said he was sorry to acquaint them he ' 
had nothing for them tb eat or drink j yet encour¬ 
aged them to bear U{> with manly resolution, as 
by their soundings they were near Scilly, and he 
doubted not, if it cleared, that they should see the 
land. • 

The little Norse boy, who had always kept 
close by the captain, now said that he had got 
some bread, and on taking it from the bosom 
of his shirt, it proved to be like baker’s dough; 
however, it was bread, and very acceptable. 
The whole might amount to about four pounds j 
and Captain Nicholls having put it into his hat, 
distributed it equally, calling for those in the yawl 
to receive their share. But instead of being a re¬ 
lief, it increased their troubles, for being wet and 
clammy, it bung to the roof of their mouths, ha¬ 
ving nothing to wash it down, Mr Fox had some 
allspice also, which was of little service; having 
been cut in pieces, the people forced it down 
their throats, which created some saliva, and by 
that means it was swallowed. 

About noon, a light air sprung up at south-west. 
Each boat had a fore-mast, foresail, and oars ^ but 
owing to the boats having been foul of the main¬ 
mast, all the oars were washed away except 
two from each. Captain Nicholls was told, in 
answer, to his inquiries concerning ^the reason 
t>f noise among the crew, that two seamen were 
disputing about a couple of blankets,'' which one 
of them had brought from the ship. These blan¬ 
kets he ordered to be thrown overboard, rather 
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lhan they should be suffered to breed any quar* 
rel, as in their unhappy condition it was no lime 
to have disputes But on recollection, having 
desired that they should be brought to him, he 
thought of converting them to use, by forming 
each into a mainsail. T(ieref<)re, one oar was 
erected for a main-mast, and the other broke to 
the breadth of the blankets fora yard. The people 
in the cutter, observing what was done in the long¬ 
boat, com^erted a hammock which they had on 
’board, into a rhainsail. 

At four in the afternoon it cleared up, when the 
adventurers descrieil a brig about two miles dis¬ 
tant, to which Captain Nicholls ordered the cutter 
to give chase, as it being lighter than the long¬ 
boat would sooner get up, and let her know their 
distress. But the brig, seeing the boats alter their 
course, directly stood from them, owing, as Cap¬ 
tain Nicholis supposed, to their odd appearance. 
For war then prevailing, they were probably 
taken for tlie French lugsail-boats, that used to fre¬ 
quent the lands otf Scilly. 'f he cutter, however, 
gained fast on the brig, when, unfortunately, hav¬ 
ing got about half way, a very thick fog came on, 
and neither the brig nor the cutter were more seen 
froj;n the long-boat. 

Night fell, ami the weather still continuing very 
foggy, the people, almost dead for want of sleep, 
Tepo^ed themselves, sitting half way in water, it 
being impossible for so many to find seats. Their 
Captain, anxious for their lives and his own, strove 
to keep Ids eyes open, though it was the fifth night 
that he had taken no rest. About eleven o’clock, 
wiieii every one wa§ asleep but the helmsman and 
himself, he thought he saw land. Yet*he was de¬ 
termined not to cidl out /a/id until he should Iv* 
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^urcthatU was so. He squeezed hl‘' eyelids to¬ 
gether to lei the water run out of Iih eyes, as he 
ionnd them very dim, though lie could not suppose 
them so weak as they proved to be. Again he 
thought he saw land Aery plain, and was eouvin- 
erd that he couM not he tle( eivcd. By this time * 
the mail at the lulm had dropped asleep, and he 
took the tiller himself. Some space longer elap¬ 
sed before he would distuib any body, hut at last 
he awoke Captain Moore, telling h?ln that he 
thought he saw land. Cajitain 'Moore, poor gen-' 
tlemau, only answtnd that tiny should ne\tr see 
land more, and fell asleeji again. Captain Nicholls 
then awoke Mr Fox, who hod obtained a sound 
sleep, and seemed quite relreshed. He immediate¬ 
ly cried out that they were near Ipiiid and close in 
with the bredkers. Lucky it w'as that he had 
been auakened, otherwise Captain Nicholls, from 
being absolutely unacquainted ivith them, was sa¬ 
tisfied that all on board would have perished. 

At the Avord Zc/mc/, every one awoke, and, with 
some diflSculty, the boat cleared the rocks. At 
first the precise part of the Englisli coast could not 
he ascertained, but, as it cleared more and mort' 
every moment, Captain NieboU.s, on looking un¬ 
der thejee-lecho ot the blanket-mainsail, discerned 
St Michael’s Mount in Mouut’it Bay. The boat 
would not fetch the land iicai* Penzance, and, as 
she had no oars, it w’as determined to avoid steer¬ 
ing round the Lizard and so for Falmouth, but 
to run her boldly on shore, whatever plai'c she 
might chance to make. Jt was 4 fine night, and, 
after getting rouli^ the point, the people found 
the Avatt-r very smooth j keeping the boat close to 
the win(l,,they made between Penzance and tlie 
point. Their joy at finding themselves in so fe- 
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vourablc a situation, is not to be conteive^; it 
gave tliein new life and slrengtli. Those wlio 
were forward, exclaimed that there were two rocks 
ahead ; Captain Nicliolls hastened before, and his 
sight having come wdl to him, he carried the boat 
between them without touching ground, and in a 
little time ran her aslior(‘ on a sandy beach. 

Tlie seamen leapt into the water, and carried 
the jiriest and the captain ashore. The former, 
kneeling <1own, said a short \)rayer, and then com- 
’ ing to embracV'Captain Nicimlls, called him his 
preserver, and said that he had rescued him from 
death. Leaving the boat as she lay, all made the 
best of their way to the town of Penzance. But 
some of the people, with sleeping wet, were so 
much benumbed, that they could scarce get along; 
and Captain Nicholls himself declares, fhal, from 
Mie time oftlie ship unfortunately springing a leak, 
until that hour, he had no ^eep, and very little 
sustenance. However, having fallen in with a 
run of fresh water on the road to Penzance, all 
were revived by (Irinking ht'artily of it. 

The parly, reaching tlic town about three in the 
morning, made up to a tavern where they saw a 
light, and, as it had been a market-day, the mis¬ 
tress of the iiouse w’as still out of bed. When Cap¬ 
tain Nicholls entered by the door, which was nei¬ 
ther bolted nor locked, she was undressing, with 
Jier back to a fire, the light he had seen, and, being 
greatly alarmed at him and bis men, screamed a- 
loud, “ Murder! thieves!** The appearance 
twenty-seven people at such an unseasonable hour, 
was ccrtaitfly enough to create apprehension, espe¬ 
cially from the condition which they were in. But 
the captain, endeavouring to pacify her, requested 
she would call her husband or servauts, as they 
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wefe sbiObroken men, and give them some refresh¬ 
ment. The landlord soon came, and, having pro¬ 
vided provisions, the people got info as many beds 
as were there, while the rest slept on ilie tlooi by 
the fire. 

Next morning the capfain, aeconip.inied I y >he 
priest, went to tiu nayoi >f the town to mak. a 
protest befoir .r notary , .md to m'o d he conhl 
credit, as both he anil the people were in want (d 
every neoessin v\ and it was nuniy niilt's to 1 on- 
don. The mayor received him ‘ Sttbdl; > bin iuUi ' 
him that he was no merchant, and that hr never 
supplied peo}>le in the eonditioi' that !u i.i 

with money, hut, if he pleased. In would seiu) a 
servant with him to Mi Charles Lan'j;loid, a mer¬ 
chant who generally supplied the masters ot ves¬ 
sels in distress with necessaries. Mr I-iingford 
rereived Captain Nicholls politely, but, in answ»*r 
to Ins rt'qiicst for c redit, that he might obtain such 
things as w ere most needed by his people, said, 
that he had made a resolution not to supply with 
credit any man to whom ht was an entire stranger, 
as he had been deceived by one very lately ; and, 
though his might have been a large ship, to judge 
by the boat which was come on '.hoie, h<‘, tin. 
captain, might not be eoneerned m h r .nid, as 
he should want a great deal ol inonev in should 
beg to be excused. Captain Nit bolls answered, 
that he was partly owner of the ship, and Mr Lang¬ 
ford might be certain that his bills were duly ho¬ 
noured. However, he said he could not do it. 

Cajiiain Nicholls* grievously disappointed, re¬ 
turned to the inn, where several tradesmen had 
arrived to furnish the peojdo with clothes and o- 
ther necessaries. He told the Ialt< r he could get 
no credit, but that they must travel on as far a“ 
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lixeter, where he was sure of obtaining relief, 
which was very unwelcome news, as most of the 
people wanted shoes. The captain next requested 
the hindlord of the inn to get them some breakfast, 
but Ik: desired to be excused, and wished to know, 
if tlic captain could get no credit, how be was to 
be paid. Captain Nicholls was quite at a loss how 
! o act: being denied both credit and victuals, he 
thought that he wouldpawn or sell his ring, watch, 
buckles, and buttons- Accordingly, returning to 
Air Langford,begged that he would give him 
what he thought proper for these things. He took 
the ring from his finger, the watch from his poc¬ 
ket, and, with tears in his eyes, was going to take 
llie buckles out of his shoes, when Mr Langford 
prevented him, saying he should have credit for as 
much as he pleased, for he believed him' an hdnest 
man, and saw that his people’s distress touched 
him more, if possible, than his own misfortunes. 
He then gave what money the captain required. 

During these transactions, the second mate and 
the eight men belonging to the cutter arrived. 
They said that it was so very thick they could not 
come lip with the brig which they were in pursuit 
of, and that, seeing the Lands-End when it cleared, 
tiiey got ashore. As nobody would buy the cut¬ 
ter, they had left 4er, and had inquired the way to 
Penzance, where, being in great distress, they re¬ 
joiced to meet their comrades. 

Captain Nicholls went to the inn and dischar¬ 
ged what was owing: on account .of the un¬ 
kindness which he had experienced, he resolved to ^ 
stay no longer, and repaired to another house to 
breakfast. He next procured the necessaries want¬ 
ed by his people, and then went with his mates to 
make a protest. But, not choosing that the de- 
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clciration should proceed frooi his own mouth. Mi 
Langford’s son acted as interpr(‘ler to tlie French 
priest, who was to make it. Tin priest accordingly 
made a strong and till I affidavit, that Captain XiC'holl!» 
and his people had tiled every means to keep the 
ship abovqwater; that they had used the French, 
all the time they were on board, witli the trreatrst 
kindness and Immainly, and that Captain Nieholls 
had parted from them with, the utmost icluctance, 
and even at their own desire went iiitd the boat, 
after all hopes of life were gone. 

Having remained another day at Penzanee to 
refresh the people, and getting credit for vv hat was 
wanted, Captain Nieholls, Captain Moore, and the 
officers set out in a carriage for Exeter, while the 
people, vvlio had got a pass from the mayor, walk¬ 
ed on foot. At Redruth, a town in Cornwall, there 
were many French officers on ]>arole, as also an 
English'Commissary. Captain Nieholls accompa- 
Tiied Father Pierre Girard, the priest, to the latter, 
in quest of a pass to Falmouth, that he migiit em¬ 
bark in the first cartel for France; and here took 
leave of him. 

Captain Nieholls having reached London, waa 
under the necessity of being examined at the Ad¬ 
miralty and Navy Office, about the loss of the peo¬ 
ple and the ship, she being a transport in the ser¬ 
vice of goveniment. The Lords of the Admiralty 
and Commissioners of the Navy told him that he 
might say more than any man living, as he had 
brought ashore with him the first man of France, 
a priest, of course an cn^my to both their reli¬ 
gion and country s if his behaviour had not been 
good, he would not have attempted it j but at the 
sam.e time, they acknowledged that without such 
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a proof, they could not have believed, but finding 
all hopes gone, he and his people had got away 
by some stratagem. Tiiey would pay tliey said 
lo tlio hour tliat the ship foundered, and were very 
'sorry that they could do no more- 

Thc foujT Frenchmen aboi'e mentioned, who had 
left the transport in the little boat subsequent to 
The departure of Captain Nicholls and his men, got 
into Falraouili within two days. 

“ So ciftled this dreadful and unfortunate voy- 
• with ilie a tine ship, and three hun'> 

tired and sixtj^souls 
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WRECK OF THE LITCHFIELD 

MAN-OF-WAR, ON THE COAST OF AFRICA, 39tH 
NOV. 17^8. BY LIEUTENANT SUTHERLAND. 


The Litchfield sailed from Ireland on the 11th ol 
November 1758, in company with several other 
men of war and transports, under the command of 
Commodore Keppel, intended for the reduction of 
Goree. The wind was chiefly fair until the twen¬ 
ty-second, then kept pretty constant from south¬ 
east to south-west, and the voyage was prosperous 
until the twenty-eighth. On the evening of that 
day. Lieutenant Sutherland took charge of the 
watch at eight o’clock, when the weather proved 
very squally, attended with rain; the ship was then 
under her courses and main-topsail. At nine it 
was extremely dark, with a great quantity of light¬ 
ning, and soon after there was a ve^y hard squall. 
Captain Burton, the commander of the Litchfield, 
came on deck, and ^ave orders to keep sight of 
the commcMjore, making what sail the weather 
would admit, and retired. The commodore was 
seen at eleven, bearing south, but heavy squalls 
coming on, rendered it necessary to hand the main- 
topsail at twelve o’clock, and the ship was under 
her courses. 

At one in the morning of the twenty-ninth. Lieu¬ 
tenant Sutherland left the deck in charge to the 
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first lieutenant, the wind blowing excessively hard« 
and a light, which was supposed the commodore’s, 
bore south right a-head. At six o’clock Lieu¬ 
tenant Sutherland was awakened by a<great shock, 
and a confused noise of the men on deck j he start¬ 
ed up, thinking some ship had run foul of tliein. 
At that time, by his pyvn reckoning, and that of 
every person on board,- they were at least thirty- 
five leagues from laiid. -^ But before he could reach 
^ the quarter-deckj^Jj^jd)e’came too sensible of a dis- 
* mal accident,ship striking violently on the 
ground, and the sea breaking all over her. Just 
after this he could observe the land, which ap¬ 
peared rocky, rugged, and uneven, two cables 
length distant. The ship lying with her broadside 
to windward, the sea broke, oempletely oyer her; 
the masts soon went overboard, with very little as¬ 
sistance, and some men were carried off with 
them. 

It is impossible for any one but an actuah suf¬ 
ferer to conceive the distress of the unfortunate 
victims to the rage of the elements, and the condi¬ 
tion of the vessel. The masts, yards, and sails; 
hanging alongside in a confused heap, the ship 
beating violently on the rocks, the waves curling 
up to an incredible height, and.then dashing down 
with such force, as if they would have split the 
vessel in pieces, which indeed was expected every 
moment. 

But fortunately some of the large waves break¬ 
ing without, tile remainder of their force came 
against the starboard tj^uartcr, and the anchors, 
which were cut away as' soon as the ship struck, 
now assisted in bringing her towards the sea. This 
afforded tlie prospect of prolonging life a few hours, 
all that the people could expect on beholding the 
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rugged rocks, and the furious breaking of the surf. 
But after recovering a little from tiicir consterna¬ 
tion, they saw that it was necessary to get every 
thing possible over to the larboard, to prevent the 
ship from heeling otli and exposing the deck fan* 
' to the sea. The waves also in general breaking 
furvi’ard, they caught the opportunity of getting 
most of the starboard guns on the upper deck 
over, and what else they c/>ubl come at. 

Some of the people, contrary to the advice gi¬ 
ven them, were very earnest fo g&ttout the boats, 
and one, notwithstanding the dreadtul sea running, 
was launched. Eight of the best men leaped into 
her, ])ut .she hardly got to the ship’s stern, when 
she was instantly whirleil to the boitoni, and every 
' one in her perished. 'I’he rest of the boats were 
soon washed to pieces on the deek. 

A raft nas then constructed of the davit, capstan 
bar.^-. and .some board.s; which being finished, the 
people wailed with resignation for the aid of Pro¬ 
vidence. The (jiiarter-deck and poop u ere now 
the only places on which they conlil stand with 
any security, the waves being, in a great measure, 
spent before reaching them, owing to tlte obstruc¬ 
tion presented by the fore part of the ship. She, 
liad filled so tjuickly with water, that then* had 
been no time to get up any provisions. 

The sea having greatly abated at four in the af¬ 
ternoon, as it was almost low water, Tneutenaut 
Sutherland thought of swimming ashore. There 
was reason to suppose that the ship couM not with¬ 
stand the violence of the flood, as she began to 
‘tlrop to pieces very fast. One of the crew attempt¬ 
ed to swim to the land, and reached it in safety. 

Numbers ol Moors stood on the rocks beck* 
oiling to the people fo come ashore. This was at 



LITCHFIELD MAN-OF-WAR. 997 

first talien for Inimanily, but it soon appeared that 
they l;iad only self-interest iu view, and the poor 
man was left to crawl up the rocks the host way 
lie could. However, Lieutenant Sutherland, the 
second lieutenant, and about sixty-five others, got, 
ashore before it was dark ; and then began to doubt 
whether thby had made any choice for the better. 
Here they were left exposed to the weather on the 
cold sand, and obliged^to go down to the shore to 
bring up*pieces of th^jvreck to make a fire.; and 
• if they happened'Yo 'pick up a shirt or a handker^ 
chief, and didT not give it up to the Moors at the 
first demand, a dagger was presented to their 
breasts. Neither had the Moors the humanity to 
assist those endeavouring to get ashore, who were 
entirely naked; on the contrary, they began to 
strip the others before they were out of the water, 
wrangling among themselves for a division of the 
plunder. 

I'hosc who thus escaped were allowed to retain 
a piece of an old sail, vvhich was not thought worth 
carrying off‘, of which two tents were made, and 
tlie men and officers crowded into them, to pre¬ 
serve warmth and inaKe room. In this uneasy si¬ 
tuation, continually bewailing themselves and their 
poor shipmates, they passed a tedious, dark, and 
stormy niglit, without a drop of water, except what 
they caUght through their sail-cloth covering. 

At six next morning, a number of them went 
down on the rocks to assist their comrades in com¬ 
ing ashore, and found that the ship had been great¬ 
ly shattered tbroiigh the night. It being then low' 
v/ater, many attempted to swim ashore,’ in which* 
some saccetded, hut others perished. The peo})Ic 
on board got a raft over, which had been construc¬ 
ting, and about hitigfn embarked pn it; hut no 
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sooner had they put off from the wreck than it was 
upset; most of the men recovered it; however, 
they were hardly on, when it was again overturn- 
and only three or four of the whole were 
saved. 

During this time, a good swimmer brought a 
rope ashore, though with great diflBculty; just as 
he was quite spent, and thought of quitting .it, 
Lieutenant Sutherland, by running hastily over 
the sharp rocks into the VHg(^r, was lucky enough 
to catch it i and some of the dthess coniing to his 
a^istance, they by means of this ropl drew a larger 
one to the land, and secured the end round a rock. 
Thib proceeding raised the spirits of the forlorn 
people on the wreck ; for being hauled tight from 
the upper part of the stern, there was an easy des¬ 
cent forthose who could either walk or slide on arope, 
having another above to hold by, and thus tliey 
advanced almost half way ashore, The under rope 
was intended for a traveller to pull people ashore, 
being fastened to the large one by an iron ring, to 
traverse backwards and forwards. Unluckily there 
happened to be a knot on ti^e large rope, and when 
once the ring was pulled oyftr, it would not return: 
nevertheless it was of great service, and the means 
of saving a number of lives. The people continu¬ 
ed landing by it until eleven o’clock, thougli many 
were washed off by the surf and perished. 

The flood coming on raised the surf, and pre- 
, vented more of the people from coming off, as the 
) ropes could be of no further Use. The others then 
‘^retired from the rocks, and satisfied their hunger 
J with broiling some of the drowned poultry. They 
^ found a well of fresh water about a mile which 
^ry much refreshe^Mkem. But their impost was 
.scarce finished wheni the Moors, now grown nu- 
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merous, drove the whole down to the rocks, beat¬ 
ing them if they lingered, though some were hard¬ 
ly able to crawl, to bring up empty iron-bound 
casks, .pieces of the wreck which had the most iron 
about them, and other things. 

Some of the people were ordered to search for 
the rest of the drowned poultry on the shore, that 
being apparently the best provender that could be 
expected: others were ^ployed in erecting a 
larger terA; and a thiril. party sent to assist their 
• comrades in getting to land. The surf increasing 
greatly with ^e flood, and breaking on the fore 
part of the ship, she was at this time divided into 
three pieces; the fore part was turned keel up, the 
middle part soon dashed into a thousand fragments; 
and the fore part of the poop, now having about 
thirty men on it, fell. Eight of them, however, 
got ashore, with the assistance of their companions 
already there, though so much bruised that their 
recovery was despaired of. 

A melaiBcholy prospect was beheld: nothing but 
the after part of the poop remained above water, 
with a very small portion of the other decks, on 
which the captain, and towards an hundred and thir-r 
ty men remained, expecting every wave to prove 
their last. The wreck seemed as if it was going to 
throw them all instantly to the bottom, and overset 
upon them; and every shock threw some of the 
number off, few or none of whom came ashore a- 
live. During this distress the inhuman Moors 
laughed very loud, and appeared much diverted 
when any wave larger than common threatened the 
destruction of the miserable tottering wretches on 
the wreck. 

Between four and five o’clock the sea had de¬ 
creased much with the ebb; and the rope being 



400 M’UECK OF I'llK 

k < 

Still secure, they'now bc^an to venture on it; but 
some tumbled o)t and perished, while others got 
ashore. About five o’clock, those on land beck¬ 
oned as significantly as they could for the captain 
to come along the rope, as it seemed to be as goojl 
an opportunity as any that bad been seen, and 
many came safe vvdth their assistance. Several 
told them that the captain had determined to 
stay until all the men had made tlie best of 
their way to land, or, at l«^st, until they had quit¬ 
ted the wreck. Though they admired his geitero- • 
sity, they could not but lament it. However, they 
still continued to l)eckon for Him, and just before 
dark saw Idm come on the rope, which greatly 
cheered up their spirits. He was close followed by 
a good able seaman, who did all be could to en¬ 
courage him and assist him in warping. As he 
could not swim, and had been so long without any 
refreshment, from the surf hurling him violently 
along, he was no longer abh^ to resist the fur^' 
of the waves, and liad lost hold of the great rope, 
and would inevitably have perished, had not a 
wave thrown him within reach of the ropes ashore, 
which he had barely sense remaining to seize upon. 
The others pulled him up, and he came to himself 
after sitting a little on the rocks. The savages of 
Moors would have stripped him, though he had 
nothing on except a plain waistcoat and breeches, 
had not his people showed their re.solutiou to oppose 
them, cn which they thought proper to desist. 

The people continued to come ashore pretty fast, 
though many perished in the attempt: but they 
"plainly saw their case was quite desperate, as the 
wreck must unavoidably fall to pieces with the 
ncKt flood. * 
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The Moors, grown tired with waiting for so little 
plunder, would not permit the shipwrecked ma¬ 
riners to stay behind them on the rocks, and drove 
them all up. Lieutenant Sutherland, with the cap¬ 
tain’s approbation, then went to tlie tent of a ba¬ 
shaw, who was, with many othp^-Moors, dividing 
the valuable plunder, and bj/signs made humble 
supplicEttions. The basha\^^ last understood him, 
and gave them leave to ^'<?*aown to the shore, send- 
hig soqpe Moors along w iifi them. They carried fire¬ 
brands, to let the poor people on the wreck see they 
were still thera^eady to give them assistance. Lieu¬ 
tenant Sutherland sup]joses that several perished 
during his absence for want of help, for when he 
and his companions had been only a few minutes 
on the rocks, one approached very near, before 
they saw him. Frequently, just as they were able 
to observe their struggling comrades, these were 
\vashed from the rope, and dashed tcf death against 
the rocks close beside them. 

About nine at niglit, finding no more men would 
\ (allure on the rope, as the surf was again greatly 
increased, Lieutenant Sutherland ami his yiarty 
sorrowfully retired to the teat, leaving, by the last 
man’s account, between thirty and forty souls yet 
on the wreck. 

They next thought of stowing every person into 
the tent, and therefore began by fixing the captain 
in the middle: every one then lay down on his 
side, as there was not room for their breadth. Af¬ 
ter all, many took easier lodgings in empty casks. 

In the morning, the wreck was totally in pieces, 
and the shore quite covered with lumber. One 
person who was tossed up and down nearly two 
lours on a piece of timber, informed the survivors, 
that, about one in the morning, all the people on 
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the wreck had perished. lie himself was thrown 
senseless on the rocks, but recovered and got to 
the tent by day-light, though severely bruised. 

The Moors were very busy picking up every 
thing of value: .tliey would not suffer the survivors , 
fo take the sm:->l,e.st article, except pork, flour, 
and liquor, of all vvbich they secured as much as 
possdde in the tent. Some were employed enlarg¬ 
ing it and raising ano\L;>r, some trying to make 
bread, and others occup?^ in cleaning tl\e dead 

stock. 

At one in the afternoon the survi'r.ors were mus¬ 
tered, and their number found to be two hundred 
and twenty. One hundred and thirty were drown¬ 
ed, among wJiom were the first lieutenant, the 
captain of marines and his lieutenant, the purser, 
gunner, carpenter, and three midshipmen. The 
survivors then returned public thanks to God for 
their preservation. 

At five in the morning of the following day, the 
second of December, George Allen, a marine, was 
discovered dead close by the tents. His death was 
supposed to proceed from drinking brandy, as 
several had got drunk by the same means, not¬ 
withstanding all the oflicers could do to prevent it. 
Tw'o men were flogged, by the captain’s orders, 
for insolence, which was judged highly necessary, 
Jo convince both the Moors and his own people 
that tliey were still under command. 

The survivors subsisted entirely on the drowned 
slock, with a little salt pork to relish it, and the 
flour made into cakes; all which were issued re¬ 
gularly and sparingly, not knowing whether any 
thing could be obtained from the Moors, as they 
still continued very trouWesome, wishing to carry 
off the canvas of the tent. Their bashaw seemed 
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to take the part of the English, nevertheless he 
winked at tlie villaiiyr, and shared the plunder with 
his countrymen. The survivors were employed 
by him in saving all the iron they could from the 
wreck. 

At two in the afternoon, a black .servant arrived, 
who was sent by one Mr But^*at SaOy, a town 
about thirty miles distant, tobiquire into their con¬ 
dition, and give them assistj^^ce. Having brought 
pen, ink, ^nd paper alojte with him, tlie captain 
•wrote a letter in return. The knowledge that there 
was yet some one who interested himself in their 
fate was a great source of comfort to the ship¬ 
wrecked mariners. 

Ju the course of the following afternoon, they 
received a letter from Mr Butler, along with some 
bread and a few other necessaries, which were a 
seasonable supply. This day they heard that one 
of the transports belonging to the fleet and a bomb 
vessel were wrecked about three leagues farther 
north, and a great many of the men saved. 

Next day the people were employed picking up 
pieces of sail, and whatever else the Moo.rs would 
allow them. They were now divided into messes, 
and served with bread and the flesh of the drowned 
stock. 

Another letter arrived from Mr Butler, who 
proved to be factor to the Danish African Com¬ 
pany, and himself a Dane. At the same time a 
letter also came from Mr Andrews, an Irish gen¬ 
tleman, a merchant at Safly. The Moors proved 
less troublesome this day than before, as most of 
them were going off with what they had got. 

The drowned stock being all expended, on the 
fifth the people were occupied in gathering mus¬ 
sels at ebb tidej ^nd in rolling casks of water 
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from the well. At ten in the morning, Mr An¬ 
drews arrived, bringing along with him a French 
surgeon, and some medicines, of which many of 
the bruised men stood greatly in need. One of 
the seamen died in the afternoon, from his bruises 
mortifying. * 

Though the promised to return with cat¬ 

tle, thej’- staid away, 'i^nd the men were forced to 
live on mussels and breft.d. They were supplied 
by Mr Andrews with papjpooses, a kill'd of slip¬ 
pers, and a blanket to every two men, and in the ' 
afternoon of the seventh, a messenger^arrived from 
the Emperor of Morocco, at Sallee, with orders 
to the people, in general, to provide them with 
provisions. The Moors began to be a little more 
civil, apprehensive that the emperor might bo dis¬ 
pleased at their cruel usage of the English. Ac- 
cordinglj^ in obedience to his orders, they broughl 
some lean bullocks and sheep, which Mr Andrews 
purchased for tljem, but only fit for boiling into 
broth. 

On the ninth, several dead bodies were seen on 
the rocks. The people were employed in bring¬ 
ing up the oak timbers and other things from the 
sea side, the emperor having directed that what¬ 
ever could be of use to his cruisers, should be 
saved. Next day, as be had sent oiders that they 
should be conducted to Morocco, they prepared, 
in the morning, to march, and at nine o’clock they 
set out with about thirty camels, brought to carry 
the lame and provisions, taking all the sjiirits with 
them, divided into hogsheads for the convenience 
ot carriage. At noon they joined the crews of the 
other two wrecked vessels, and at this time the 
whole of their company were mounted on camels, 
except the captain, who had a horse. 
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In this manner they proceeded until seven in 

the evening, when only two tents were procured, 

which could not contain a third of the people, so 

that most of them lily, during the night, exposed 

to the dew, wliieh was heavy, and very cold. The 

total number on the march, was found to be three 

hundred and thirly-ciglit, incl^dWig officers, men, * 

and boys; also three wome‘/4 and a young child, 

which one of the women jtBrought ashore in her 

teeth. • -v ^ 

• , ’ 

The journey was resumed in the morning, when 
the English vvere attended by a number of Moors 
on horsebach. The alcaide, entrusted with con¬ 
ducting them, ])rovided several of the officers with 
horses. But they did not travel straiglit for Mo¬ 
rocco, as it was intended that they should meet the 
emperor on his way from Sallee. Resting at six 
that evening, tents sufficient to cover all the peo¬ 
ple were furnislied. The custom of the country 
was to travel from sunrise to sunset, and seldom 
>top through the day. 

Next morning the party set out at iivc as before, 
and at two in llie afternoon they saw the empe¬ 
ror’s cavalcade at a dislanct\ At three, one of 
ids relations, named Muley Adriss, came to them 
and told the captain that it was the emperor’s orders, 
that he should that instant write to the governor of 
Gibraltar, to send to the K.ing of Great Britain for 
information ivliether he would settle a peace 
with (dm or not. Captain Barton directly sat 
down on the grass and wrote a letter, which being 
given to Muley Adriss, be returned to the empe¬ 
ror. Tlie party rested for the idght at six o’clock j- 
lliey were well furnished with tents, but with very 
little provision. 
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Oh the 13th they were desired to halt until the 
•men were rested, which they greatly required, 
and more provision was brought them than for¬ 
merly. In the morning, Lieutenant Harrison, 
commanding oHicer of the soldiers belonging to 
Lord Forbes’s regiment, died suddenly in his tent. 
While his companions were burying him in the 
evening, they Wfr«r j^isturbed by the barbarous 
M oors throwing stones^ and scoffing at them. On 
the I5tli, they found thaf his grave had been open¬ 
ed, and the clothes stripped oil'him. 

Their journey was prosecuted from the morning 
of the 16th, and the tents pitched at four in the 
afternoon. Here some of the country Moors 
maltreated the people, who were taking water 
from a brook; they would always spit in tlie 
vessel, before allowing any to be taken away. 
On this, several of the other Englisli went down 
from the tents to inquire into the matter, where 
they w’cre immediately saluted with a shower of 
stones. However, they ran in upon the assail¬ 
ants, beat some of them pretty soundly, and put 
them lo.flight, besides taking one w'bo thought to 
defend himself with a long knife. This fellow was 
severely punished by the alcaide entrusted with 
conducting the march. 

Continuing the journey as usual, they arrived 
at the city of Morocco on the 18th of December, 
without having seen one dw'elling-house in the 
whole way. Here they were insulted by the rab¬ 
ble, and two hours afterwards were carried before 
the emperor, surrounded by live or six hundred of 
* his guards. He was on horseback, before bis pa¬ 
lace gate, that being the place where he distri¬ 
butes justice to bis people. He told Captain Bar¬ 
ton, by an interpreter, that he was neither at peace 
nor war with England, but that he would detain 
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him and the others, until an ambassador came 
from England to settle a firm peace.' The captain 
then desired that they might not be treated as 
slaves, to which he hastily answered, they should 
be taken care of. They were conducted from 
his presence to two old ruined houses, where they 
were shut up amidst dirt and innumerable vermin 
of all sorts. 

Mr Butler being at that lime in Morocco, came 
and assisted the Englishiwith meat and drink, and 
obtained liberty for the'captain to go home with 
him to his lodging. He likewise sent some blan¬ 
kets for the (/fficers, witii which they made a shift 
to pass the night pretty comfortably, as they were 
very much fatigued. 

A sentry put over them, was taken off on the 
subsequent morning, and the people had liberty to 
go out. Some bread and beef were also sent in 
the course of the day, but there was no utensil to 
di ess the latter. The people were all day occupied 
in clearing out the rubbish, and destroying the 
vermin sis well as they could. 

On the 20th of December, some of the neces¬ 
saries which the party had on the road were 
brought to them, after they had been examined. 
The captain’s trunk had been rummaged, and rob¬ 
bed of nineteen ducats, several rings, silver buck¬ 
les, a watch, and other things, chiefly belonging 
to the foremast-men. Mr Butler, and his partner, 
Mr Dekon, did all in their power to assist them; 
and the people now had pots in which to boil their 
victuals, and were in no w^ant of bread. 

The emperor, on the subsequent day, sent mo-* 
ney to the captain for the men’s support, at the 
rate of twopence a-day cacii; but as this was too 
little, the captain got money from Mr Butler to 
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make it up to fourpence sterling, wliich lie him¬ 
self managed for them, to the best advantage. 
They were allowed a pound of meal with broth, 
and a pound of bread, daily. 

In the mornii|g, the emperor ordered the cap¬ 
tain, and every oilicer, to appear before him. They 
immediately, thirty in number, repaired to his 
palace, where they remained waiting in an outer 
yard, two hours, while he, in the meantime, di¬ 
verted himself with seeing' a clumsy IXitch boat 
rowed about a pond, by fdur of the petty oflicers. 
About noon, they w’ere called before him, and 
ranged in a line, thirty yards ofl‘. Pie was then 
sitting in a tdiair by the side of the pond, with 
only two of his eliief alcaides by him. 

After viewing them some time, he desired the 
caj)tain to adv.ance, and asked him a good many 
(piestions concerning the navy, and where the 
squadron was going; the officers were also called 
forward, by two or three at a time, as they stood 
according to their rank. Then asking them some 
very insignificant questions, and taking some to 
be Portuguese, because they bad black hair, and 
others to lie Swedes, because they had white hair, 
he judged none to t)e genuine English except ihtj 
captain, second-lieutenant, and Lieutenant Suther¬ 
land, and the, ensign of the soldiers. But on as¬ 
suring them that they were all English, he crieil 
(tono, and gave a nod for their departure, which 
they returned with a very low bow, glad to get to 
tlu ir old ruined house again. 

Two days afterwards, the emperor sent a mes¬ 
sage to the captain, with orders that if any of the 
English should be guilty of a crime, he should pu¬ 
nish them the same as if they were on board his 
ship; but if they happened to quarrel with the 




Moors, they behoved to be judged by the Moorisli 
Jaws, wliich are very severe against Christians. 

Henry Nicholls was punished this day for gat¬ 
ing drunk and abusing his officers.i 

The 24th of December, being aunday, all the 
people were assembled, and prayers read the same 
as on board. There was only one Bible among 
the whole, for which they were indebted to Mr 
Andrews ; and although no clergyman was among 
them, Caf)tain Barton "never omitU'd assembling 
*llie men on Sunday, and had service performed 
either by the second lieutenant or Lieutenant Su¬ 
therland. Pfayers were also read on Monday, as 
it was Christmas-day. 

The captain received a present of some lea, and 
loaves of sugar, from one of the queens, whose 
grandfather had been an English rencgado. 

Disagreeable intelligence was circulated on the 
26th, tliat the emperor intended to oblige all the 
Engli.sl) to work in the same manner as other 
Christian slaves, excepting the officers who had 
been before him on the 21st. And next morning 
an alcaide actually came and ordered all the people 
out to work except those who were sick. Eight 
were, on intercession, to remain behind as cooks 


for the rest, which they look daily by rotation. The 
Olliers returned at four in the afternoon, having 
been employed in carrying wood, turning up the 
ground with hoes, or picking weeds in the era- 
yieror’s gardens. 

Next morning they returned to their labour at 
day-light. An hour and a half in the middle of 
the day they were allowed to sit down, but receiv- * 
ed many a blow from their drivers, while doing 
their best to deserve better usage. 

Meantime the captain was striving all in his 
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power to get. this remedied, which, with the aid of 
a person called Juan Arbona, there was a prospect 
of accomplishing. Juan Arbona had been eight 
years in the cou^ntry : he had a pass from General 
Blakeney at Myiorca, and was taken under Eng¬ 
lish colours. During tlic last tw'o or three years the 
emperor had kept him near his person, and repos¬ 
ed great confidence in him. He was much at¬ 
tached to the English, and did every thing he pos¬ 
sibly could to assist them; The people returned 
at four in the afternoon j Wo of the soldiers had 
each received a hundred bastinadoes for behaving 
in a disrespectful manner while the emperor was 
looking at their work. 

On the .30th Captain Barton received a kind 
message from the emperor, with his permission to 
ride or walk in his gardens with any of his ollicers. 

On the 1st of January 1759, the people were 
still at work ; the captain had not been able to ob¬ 
tain leave for them to remain at home on Sundays. 
_ ^ 

But they had better treatment, chiefly owing to 
the good offices of Juan Arbona, who look all 
imaginabje pains to make their work as liglit as 
possible. He now obtained liberty for the Chris¬ 
tians to quit their work at twelve o’clock on Sun¬ 
days, which was no small favour here, and what 
was never done before. Hitherto the people kept 
their health pretty well, having a pure cool air to 
work in at this season: in summer, however, it is 
burning hot, and seldom any wind to alleviate the 
efi’ects of it. A new moon comnumcing on the 2d 
of January, the emperor sent Captain Barton mo- 
•ney for the people’s support until the next moon. 

Nothing material happened aflerwanls until the 
beginning of February, when two soldiers died 
within a few days of each other. The emperor. 
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on inquiring the reason, was told by their friend, 
Juan Arbona, that it was occasioned by taking 
cold for want of clothes; whereon he was directly 
ordered to give every English slave as much white 
linen as would make two shirts. ) 

On the ‘22d of March, a Spaniard having some 
words with a Moor, who w'as the aggressor, was 
carried before the emperor. Unluckily that day 
he was in bad humour, and commanded the poor 
man to be knocked on the bead with a hoe imme¬ 
diately before him. H;s dead body was exposed 
two days afterwards, during which time the Moors 
and Jews shpwed their disposition, by dashing the 
body to pieces wdth stones as they passed. 

About the middle of April, an agreement having 
been completed for the ransom of a iiuniber of 
Sj>aniarcls, an hundred set out from Morocco for 
Tangier, w'here Moors and money being deliver¬ 
ed for them, they embarked for Cadiz. 

The English at tliis time got letters from Gibral¬ 
tar, which gave them hopes of a speedy release. 
The men were less healthy than originally, many 
having fluxes and fevers. 

On tlie Sblh of May the emperor received a let¬ 
ter from Lord Home, ofiering one hundred and se¬ 
venty thousand dollars to him as a present for the 
freedom of the English, with which he seemed to 
be very wtII jtleased. He jtromised iiflmediately 
to send for the English ambassador to settle all o- 
iher afl'airs, and let them go; but they found that 
there was no trusting to any thing he said. How¬ 
ever, on the Idth of June, a courier, who was a 
Jew, named Toledano, set out with the emperor’s 
letter to the ambassudor, with whom bis orders 
were to return, after proceeding to Gibraltar. 

About the 25th of the same month, the emperor 
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ordered that thd English should work only from 
day-light till nine o’clock, and then go home till 
three in the afternoon, after which they should re¬ 
turn and work till sunset, which was a greater fa¬ 
vour than any ^laves were ever shewn before. The 
number going to work was also limited to an hun¬ 
dred, which might, soon enable them to make up 
two gangs j for, the people being kept from work¬ 
ing in the excessive heat of the sun and wind, 
which is often so hot that the face cannot be held 
to it, the sick list was fouvid to shorten daily. 

On the 2d of July, the emperor left Morocco 
with an army of six thousand mep, which was 
speedily to be aug'ment(ul to thirty thousand, llis 
expedition was against some part of his dominions, 
refusinu to acknowledge his authority ; and about 
the 10th, he sent seventy human heads to Mo¬ 
rocco, which were placed against one of the great 
gates of the city. There were also about two hnn- 
dred prisoners, the chief of whom being about 
forty in number, were put into one of the lowers 
of the wall; and about one third of them put on 
the top of it, with large wooden rammers. The^ 
were then supplied with earth, which they were 
obliged to beat, until the roof gave way with the 
load, by which means they all perished tr)getlier. 
These things w'ere done without any body taking 
notice of them. 

The men now made two gangs, and were iti 
better health and spirits than at any preceding 
period. The emperor, who was four or five days 
journey oft', liad some smart skirmishes. Towards 
^the tenth of August, orders came for fiity men 
more to go to work, and the English discoverer! 
that he was uneasy, because the ambassador diti 
not arrive. 
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On the thirtieth, after having ten days before 
heard that his journey was deferred, they learnt 
that he would sail in a few days from Gibraltar. 
However, in the latter end of th^e month, they 
were disappointed, though agreeably, with intel- 
» ligence that Admiral Boscawen ’ had beat the 
French fleet; and the ambassadors ship having 
been in the engagement, he was obliged to remain 
sonm time at Gibraltar to refit. But during all this 
interval tlic emperor’s cruisers had passports from 
• Lord Home, and were out, constantly sending in 
prizes, which impaired the hopes which the Eng¬ 
lish Inid of an accoramoclatiou during the summer. 
In the middle of September, most of them having 
returned successful into port, they were assured 
that the long-expected ambtissador was at Sallee, 
with his Majesty’s ships Guernsey and .Thetis. 
The redemption money was on board, with which 
the cjnjteror was acquainted at his camp; but he 
lioing elated with his success both by sea and 
land, and having nothing to dread until the sub- 
scijuenl spring from the English, trifled with the 
ambassador to detain him on the coast, which is 
very dangerous in the winter season. ’His last 
<lemand was two hundred and fifty thousand dol¬ 
lars, thirty pieces of cannon, and a large quantity 
of powder and shot. The ambassador had come up 
to two hundred thousand dollars, but oh hearing 
this last demand, he sent information to the em- 
peror that it would never be acceded to, for the 
/eason he bad already given him; and very pru¬ 
dently withdrew from the coast, having lost two 
anchors in Sallee Road. 

When the emperor found that nothing was to 
be done by keeping the ships, he dispatched one 
of his alcaides to Gibraltar, with more moderate 
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proposals; and desiring that a gentleman might f)e 
sent with authority from the ambassador to talk 
of the subject, and to bring the ambassador’s de¬ 
termination. Accordingly, Mr Hasten, the am¬ 
bassador’s secretary, a very sensible gentleman, 
was sent with answers to his last demands; and 
he used every argument to convince the emperor 
that it was not in the ambassador’s power to grant 
him warlike stores, that being contrary to treaties 
firmly subsisting between* England andiothjer na¬ 
tions, then at peace with her. The emperor, how- . 
ever, would not be satisfied, and suffered Mr Has¬ 
ten to return to Gibraltar, without coming to a 
determination. 

Meantime there were eight or nine English pas¬ 
sengers, taken under Portuguese colours, and 
brouglit to Morocco, which those already there 
were afraid would afford additional cause for dis¬ 
pute. 

Towards the middle of October, Toledano was 
again sent to Gibraltar, with proposals more mo¬ 
derate than any of the former, and authority to 
accommodate all differences. He came back in 
the begiiluing of February I7b(), bringing Lord 
Home’s ultimate resolution to give two hujidred 
thousand dollars for the redemption of every Bri¬ 
tish subject in the emperor’s dominions, and twen¬ 
ty thousand dollars to purchase warlike stores, 
which he might do by sending a vessel of his own 
to England. This the emperor said was very 
well, and more than he knew before, and that uo\v, 
his heart was quite clean to the English. But as 
Jie was of a most avaricious disposition, and never 
kept his word, or held long in the same mind, little 
dependence was put in what he said. 

About this period Captain Barton was exposed 
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to a great degree of maltreatment. For some time 
past he had been allowed to keep a mule, and 
commonly used to ride from his house, which was ' 
near the palace, to that where theK men were lodg¬ 
ed. The emperor one day happened to see him ; 
but Captain Barton thinking him so far distant 
that he should not be taken notice of, only put his 
hat under his arm, and rode on, as he was that in¬ 
stant obscured by a wall. The emperor, however, 
sent two* of his guards after him, and he was just 
going to alight at the ht>use, when they came up, 
and pulled him oflF his mule, at the same time 
giving him some bloAvs with straps, which they 
always carry for that purpose. One on each side 
seized him by the collar, and in this contumelious 
way hurried him to one of the gates, and shut him 
up in a hole behind the door. The mob would 
hardly allow his own people to follow ; neverthe¬ 
less, Lieutenant Sutherland got in with him, but 
had not been there a (juartcrof an hour before the 
same two fellows that seized him, came and set 
him free. They wanted to get some money, which 
is the custom of the country ; however, Captain 
Barttm would give them nothing, and bid them go 
and tell tlieir master so. 

The men were kept at work stricter than ever, 
and the alcaides came often to search the house ; 
but the vigilance of Captain Barton, and their best 
friend, Juan Arbona, got the better of a number^ 
of difficulties and impositions, wliich would other-t 
wdse have made the men’s lives very unhappy. 

After a fortnight’s consideration of the last pro¬ 
posals, the emperor resolved to send Tole4ano 
once more to Gibraltar, with his final rsolution of 
accepting two hundred thousand dollars for all the 
English subjects, and twenty-five thousand in lieu 
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of every other pretension. He now seemed more 
in earnest than before, and accordinjrly Toledano 
departed for Gibraltar, about the middle of Fe¬ 
bruary. He was ordered to give tiie emperor im¬ 
mediate information of Lord Home’s agreeing to 
his proposals, on which the English were to leave. 
Morocco, tliat they might be ready to embark at 
Sallee when the ambassador arrived there. 

The emperor, on the 25th of March, received 
assurances that his demands should he duly com¬ 
plied with on their embarkation at Sallee ; and the 
ambassador would sail thither with the money and 
presents by the first fair wind. He then sent for 
Captain Barton, w'ho had likewise received loiters, 
to inform him that he and all the shipwrecked 
people should soon set out for Sallee. 

They were overjoyed at this intelligence. Cap¬ 
tain Barton got money from the merchants, w'ilh 
which all requisites were provided for three hun¬ 
dred and twenty men, during a journey of ten 
days. The people, notwithstanding, were still 
kept to their work. 

On the^l 1th of April the men were no longer 
called out to work, and, in the following evening, 
the emperor sent for Captain Barton, the second 
lieutenant, ’ and Lieutenant *Siitherland, and told 
them that they were to depart next riiorning, and 
that he would make peace with their nation if they 
were willing,—if not, he did not care. He then 
gave a nod for their departure, which they most 
cheerfully accepted of, with a very low bow, and 
walked off, with light hearts. 

• Mules and camels were provided next morning 
at nine o’clock; and every one of the people were 
mounted, two being generally on each camel. 
They then went without the city, and, when all 



LITCHFIELD MAN-OF-WAR. 


417 


li^d assembled, commenced thefr journey, attend¬ 
ed by a bashaw and one hundred soldiers on horse¬ 
back. 

They were now treated in a jmore agreeable 
manner than when they made their entrance, near¬ 
ly eighteen months before: Captain Barton was 
asked how fast he cliose to travel, and when he 
wished to stop. The tents were pitched in the 
evening ; all were properly numbered, and formed 
an exact# oval encampment j the captain’s tent 
. closing one end, and that of the inferior officers the 
other. In this good order they pursued their jour¬ 
ney, wanting for nothing, and well taken care of 
by iheir black guards as to watching. 

On the fourth day of the march they had a skir¬ 
mish with the country Moors. It originated from 
some of the men in the rear stopping to buy milk 
at a village, for which the Moors endeavoured to 
make them pay an exorbitant price after they had 
drank it, but the men refused to comply. The 
Moors, therefore, began to beat them, which the 
men returned ; and more going to their assistance, 
a smart battle wvts maintained until they grew too 
numerous. Meantime some rode off to* call the 
guard, who instantly came with their drawn sci¬ 
mitars, and dealt pretty briskly round them ; nei¬ 
ther were the English idle, and the blood soon trick¬ 
led down a good many of the Moors’ faces. The 
gjiards seized the chief man of the village, and 
carried him, with the English, to the bashaw who 
was the conductor. He, having heard the case, 
dismissed him without farther punishment, in con¬ 
sideration of having been well beaten. 

I'lie travellers reached Sallee on the 22d of A- 
pril, where they pitched their tents in an old cas¬ 
tle, and had the happiness once again to see three 
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of their royal master’s ships lying at anchor to re¬ 
ceive them. Hut when they viewed the bar ot the 
harbour, witK such a high while roaring surf upon 
it, they began todread that their embarkation would 
prove tedious. It was the 4th of May belore the 
bar was smooth enough lor ihe boats logo out, and • 
then only hall the people could be eriibarked, tliere 
not being enough of boats tor the whole. Captain 
Barton judged it expedient first to send off all the 
soldiers, inferior officers, and some sailwrs, to the 
number ot one hundred- and sixty-two, over the, 
bar. Ihey came to a grapnel, and waited until 
halt the money was jjroughi Iroin the ship and jmt 
into their boat, which returned over the bar, and 
the men got sate on board. J hose rcmaiuing on 
shore cast many a w’ishtul eye towards them until 
the ISlh, during w hich interval they suffered much 
uneasiness, as the Moors were suspicious t>t the 
ambassador’s not coming on shore, and were de¬ 
sirous of detaining some o) the officers as securi¬ 
ties, But the ambassador and Captain Barton’s 
sagacity at last conquered the diftieuiiy, ana all 
got over the bar, where they w'aited until the whole 
miemption money was pul into the boat belong¬ 
ing to the Moors. Ihe English then proceeded 
on board the Guernsey, with hearts lull ol graii. 
tude to God and their country for their deliverance 
from so barbarous a people. They were cheerhilly 
welcomed by the ambassador and all his officers, 
whose kindness they experienced a full mobtli’ 
during which time they waited for the passengers. 
Ihese consisted of twenty-five men and women, 

• when, the emperor wished to detain until the am¬ 
bassador went to him. As this part of his desire 
could not bo complied with, he at last sent an en¬ 
voy to settle the point with the English ambassa- 
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dor, and consented to let the whole gp except J u- 
an Arbona and Pedro Umbert. These he peremp¬ 
torily refused to part with, which occasioned a 
general condolence with the former, for he was a 
* trusty friend to the English during their adversity, 
and kindly assisted them in all their difficulties, 
which might possibly have much sooner been ter¬ 
minated if Britain had properly resented an out¬ 
rage offerefl to Mr Head the consul. 

• This gentleman, whose virtues and abilities were 
well known, embarked in a twenty-gun frigate at 
Gibraltar for Morocco in November 1757- Soon 
after his landing the frigate was attacked by a cor- 
*sair of equal force belonging to the emperor, and 
some men were killed. But the insult to the Bri¬ 
tish flag was gallantly revenged by the captain, 
driving the corsair on shore, where she was de¬ 
stroyed. This the emperor made a pretext for im¬ 
prisoning the consul and his attendants, and he 
demanded a ship, with naval and military stores, 
being, as he said, an indemnification for the loss 
of his corsair. On the consurs refusal to«comply 
with these demands, he was thrown into a dun¬ 
geon, and threatened to bh burnt if he did not im¬ 
mediately sign his consent. But no fear of death 
could move him to comply with what was so in¬ 
jurious to the honour of his king and country. At 
length an order came for his being set to work with 
the common slaves : this was more than the ut¬ 
most fortitude could support, and death soon re¬ 
leased him from it. Had the British government 
then battered their sea-ports, and destroyed their 
shipping, especially the corsairs, and if the English 
admirals, like Blake, had drove them intp their 
own ports, instead of granting them passes, their 
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pride would have been humbled, and their demands 
more reasonSble. 

On the 27th* of June the shipwrecked people ar¬ 
rived at Gibraltar, and two days thereafter having 
sailed for England in his Majesty^s store-ship, 
Marlborough, they all arrived, in good health, on 
the 7th of August. They remained in quarantine 
until the Iqth of September I76O, when they went 
ashore. Captain Barton and his officers were af¬ 
terwards tried by a court-martial for the loss of the 
Litchfield, and honourably acquitted. 
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LOSS OF THE BRIG TYRREL, 

AND SUBSEQUENT DISTRESSES OF THE CREW, 

JULY 1759’''- 


The following brief but affecting narrative adds 
another to the long list of calamities at sea, which 
occur through indiscretion, or the oversight of 
some important precaution. No vigilance can be 
too great when surrounded by the dangers of the 
ocean; for prudence and humanity equally demand 
the most watchful care in those to whose guidance 
the lives and fortunes of others are committed. 
Regret for a catastrophe which has happened is ol 
little avail, and it only aggravates the ensuing mi¬ 
sery to reflect with what facility it might have been 
averted. 

The brig Tyrrel, commanded by Captain Ar¬ 
thur Coghlan, sailed from New-York to Sandy- 
Hook on the 218th of June 1759, and there came 
to anchor, awaiting the captain’s arrival with a new 
boat and several things required. He came on 
board early on the following morning, when the 
boat was hoisted in and secured, and at eight 

o’clock he sailed from Sandy-Hook on a voyage to 

• 

* It is not quite evident tliat the original of this narrative has 
been procured; but its features are suflicicntly protninent to shew 
there can scarce be any hazard oJ error in th« more important 
parts. 
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the Island of Antigua. The captain, then design¬ 
ing to paint the boat with his own hands, ordered 
it to be cast loose from the lashings. 

Towards the afternoon the vessel made a little 
more water, than usual, which excited no appre¬ 
hension from being easily kept under, and at eight < 
I at night scarce seemed increasing. But at twelve 
o’clock very heavy squalls came on, and caused 
the vessel to heel greatly to one side, which shew¬ 
ed her to be deficient in ballast. Upon this the 
captain came on deck and ordered both topsails to 
be close reefed. 

These squalls were not of very long continuance, 
as at four in the morning they had so much abated 
as to admit of both reefs being let out j and the 
weather, though yet thick and hazy, becoming 
still more moderate, at eight o’clock the top¬ 
gallant sails were set. Nothing of sufficient con¬ 
sequence to attract observation ensued, except 
that the vessel made somewhat more water; and 
the captain was principally engaged in his propos¬ 
ed occupation of painting the boat, and its appur¬ 
tenances of oars, helm, and tiller. 

At four in the afternoon of Monday the 30th of 
.lui»e, a hard gale at north-north-east brought the 
vessel so much down on her side as to create uni¬ 
versal alarm ; and her deficiency being now too 
conspicuous. Captain Coghlan wa^ earnestly en¬ 
treated to sail either for New-York or the Capes 
of Virginia. The top-gallant sails were taken in, 
and the topsails close reefed in the evening; but 
the feather again became more moderate, and 
^ more sail was afterwards made. 

Hazy weather prevailed next morning, and very 
hard squalls early commenced; however, it ap¬ 
pears that the brig continued under single-reefed 
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tbpsails until night. The ^ale still increasing 
on the Sid of July, another reef in each tops lil was 
taken in, and the top-gallant-yard brought down. 
Though there was more water in ,the hold, it was 
not much regarded, as every watch pumped it 
out; and the two after guns had been previously 
transported forward, in order to give more effect 
to the wind on the ship’s head. 

The wind shifting at four in the morning of the 
3d of July, without any probability of abating, the 
captain now completely satisfied that the vessel 
was very crank, and ought to have a greater quan¬ 
tity of ballast, agreed to stand for Bacon Island 
Road, in North Carolina. But while in the very 
act of wearing her for this purpose, a sudden 
squall laid her down on her beam ends, never, to 
rise again. She completely overset; her sails, 
masts, and rigging, all lying in the water. 

At the moment of the accident, Mr T. Purnell, 
the chief mate, who had never had off his clothes 
from the time be left the land, was lying in the 
cabin on a chest. He was rolled off it by the ship 
going over, and with great difficulty reached'the 
round-house door, where he was immediately 
knocked down against the companion by the step 
ladder, proceeding from the quarter-deck to the 
poop. But this proved a fortunate circumstance 
in the issue, for by laying the ladder against the 
companion, it served both him and the people below 
in the steerage for a communication to windward. 
Thus they were enabled to get through the after¬ 
most gun port on the quarter-deck. The ship 
being quite on her broadside, every moveable rol¬ 
led down as she went over, and among the rest tlTc 
boat, her lashings having been cast loose by order 
of the captain, but she turned bottom upwards. 
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rhorc was a iiocessity for prompt decision, aiul 
the only prospect of the people preserving their 
lives being by means of the boat> Purnell, along 
with the cabin boy, and two others, who were ex¬ 
cellent swimmers, plunged into the sea. With 
great difficulty they succeeded in righting her, 
though she reinanicd brim full, and washing with 
1 he water’s edge. Making the end of the main- 
sheet fast to the rope in her stern post, those who 
were in the fore chains of the brig sent down the 
<‘nd of the boom-tackle, to which they fixed the 
boat’s peiiter, and lifted her by tliat means a little 
out of the water, so that she swam about two or 
three inches free, but almost full within. The 
cabin boy was then put into her, with a bucket 
which happened to float jiast, and he began to 
bale out the water as tjuickly as ])OSsible ; another 
person also with a bucket soon assisting him, they 
m a short time freed the boat of w’ater cntircK. 
Two long oars, which were stowed in the larhoanl 
quarter of the lirig, were next put into the boat, 
and the people rowed right to windward, for as 
the wreck drifted, she ]>resenled a threatening ap¬ 
pearance ; and Purnell, the mate, with two men, 
jmt ofi'from the w'rcck in search of the oai-s, rud- 
»ler, and tiller, which, by good fortune, were all 
successively recovered. Tliey then retiinu'd to 
their miserable companions, who testified no little 
joy at their return, from having given them up for 
lost, and iiight was (juickly approaching. 

While rowing about in the boat, a small cask 
Loutaiiiiug about half a peck of white biscuit 
floated out of the round-house, and was secured ; 
but absolute dough from being completclv soaked 
in sea-water, and about twice as much of the com¬ 
mon sea biscuit was in like manner recovered. 
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Tfiese two scanty portions constituted the whole 
provisions saved by the mariners; they were en¬ 
tirely destitute of fresh water, though, had the car¬ 
penter been able to come at his Jiools to scuttle 
the ship’s sides, they could have procured plenty 
of both. 

The people having got a compass, resolved to 
forsake the wreck at nine o’clock at night; and 
when very dark, embarked in the boat, which was 
nineteen /eet six inches long, and six feet four 
. inches broad. Their whole number consisted of 
seventeen persons; but from their scanty stores, 
and the boat lying deep in the water, they enter¬ 
tained very little expectation of being able to sur- , 
vivc long. The vessel had, before the accident, 
run three hundred and sixty miles by dead reckon¬ 
ing, on a course south-east by east; and the wind 
having gone round to the westward, it was direct¬ 
ly opposite to the point which was most desira¬ 
ble ; and it began to blow so very hard, that in 
order to preserve the boat, they were obliged to 
keep her before wind and sea. Soon alter leaving 
the wreck, she shipped two heavy seas, and had 
these been followed by another, her loss was ine¬ 
vitable. 

Next morning by sunrise, the mariners conclud¬ 
ed, thatduring the night they had been driving east- 
south-cast, which w^as the reverse of their course, 
and the wind dying away, the weather became quite 
moderate. Some of them unluckily trod on the 
compass, which destroyed it, and it was thrown 
overboard as useless. 

The people now proposed making a sail of some 
frocks and trowsers, which they conceived would 
be of great assistance, but they found both needles 
and thread wanting. However, on further iuves- 
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ligation, a needle iVi a knife was got from oiic, 
and another proved to have some fishing lines in 
his pocket. These were unlaid, the frocks and 
trowsers rippe^ up, and then sewed together, so 
that a very tolerable lug-sail was prepared against 
sunset. 

A mast was made of one of the long oars, which 
had been got out of the ship, and a yard, by split¬ 
ting up one of the thwarts of the boat, with a very 
large knife belonging to a seaman. Th/j foretop¬ 
gallant halyards had also been thrown into the 
boat, and served to lash the pieces of the thwart 
together by unlaying the strands, and besides, 
sheets and tacks were procured out of them. The 
only guide of the mariners was tlie polar star ; and 
during the night a fresh breeze prevailed. Next 
day the weather continued very moderate, and 
they enjoyed as good spirits as their comfortless 
condition would admit. 

On the fifth of July, the weather was much the 
same, and the mariners knew from the situation oi 
the polar star, that they were steering for the land. 
Mr Purnell remarked on the following day, that 
some of the men appeared fatigued, and had re¬ 
sorted to drinking salt water. Now, as they con¬ 
ceived, the wind was in the southward, and they 
steered, as they supposed, from the polar star, to¬ 
wards the north-west j but in two days the wind 
shifted, and began to blow very fresh from the 
north. It died away, and the oars being got out, 
all laboured at them without distinction; how¬ 
ever, the wind* rising again relieved them from 
this labour, and in the morning of the ninth of Ju¬ 
ly, they judged, from the coldness of the water, 
that they were on soundings. Most of the peo¬ 
ple were in good spirits, and in the night they 
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found that they had been steering auout north by 
west. 

On the 10th of July, some of the mariners had 
drank a very great quantity of salt^^ater. Purnell, 
after doing so once, however, and having recourse 
to his own urine, remarked that the second mate 
had lost a considerable degree of his strength and 
spirits; as also at noon, that the carpenter was 
seized with delirium, which was increasing every 
hour. About dusk he became quite- outrageous, 
and nearly overset the boat by attempting to throw 
himself out. But as strength gradually declined, 
he grew more manageable, and was persuaded to 
lie down in the middle of the boat among some of 
the people. Soon after sunset, the second mate 
had lost his speech; and Purnell desired that he 
might lean his head on him. Pie died without a 
groan, on the lllh of July, being the riinth day of 
liis misery, and in a few minutes afterwards, the 
carpenter expired, nearly in a similar manner. 

The situation of the survivors was rendered still 
more dreadful by the awful scenes before them: 
to describe their feelings is impossible, general 
despair pervaded the whole, and each iftau believ^ 
ed his own fate to be fast approaching. All be¬ 
took themselves to prayers, and then after some 
little time stripped the bodies of their two unfortu¬ 
nate comrades, and threw them overboard. 

The weather being at this time very mild and 
almost calm, they got the boat cleaned, and re¬ 
solved to enlarge the sail, from the frocks and trow- 
sers of the deceased. Purnell persuaded the captain 
to lie down among some of the people, while the 
boatswain and another assisted him in making the 
sail, which was completed by six or seven in the 
afternoon. He also fixed his red flannel waist- 
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coat at the mast-head as a signal, which would 
most likely be seen. 

Some of the people, soon afterwards, observed 
a sloop at a great distance, approaching, as they 
conceived, from the land, which revived the droop¬ 
ing spirits of the whole. They hastened to get out 
their oars, at which they laboured by turns, and ex¬ 
erted their remaining strength to reach her. But 
night falling, and the sloop having the advantage 
of a fresh breeze, she disappeared from View, and 
left these unhappy people overwhelmed with re¬ 
gret. However, from keeping the polar star on 
the starboard bow, they still entertained hopes that 
they w'ere making for the land. Diiriqg the en¬ 
suing night, William W^alliug, a seaman, aged 
sixty-four, fifty years of which he had passed at 
sea, died, w'oni out with fatigue and famine ^ he 
prayed to the last moment for only a drop of wa¬ 
ter to cool his tongue. Next day, two more redu¬ 
ced to the lowest ebb, shared the same fate j both 
expired without a groan. 

The wind rose so high on the morning of the 
13th of July, that it was necessary to furl the sail, 
and keep the boat before the wind and sea, which 
drove her off soundings. But the wind becoming 
moderate, the sail was hoisted, and a fine breeze 
from south-west prevailed all night. The gun¬ 
ner now died, and all the survivors were reduced to 
such weakness, that not on# was able to row. 

Next morning, two more of the crew expired, 
and also other two in the evening. The survivors 
again came on soundings; so far as they could 
judge, the wind w’enl round to the south-west, 
and all nlj^Ut they stood in for the land.. 

Other two died on the earlier part of the 15th 
of July, and were thrown overboard, as well as 
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the rest had been, immediately when the breath 
had forsook their bodies. Still the remainder 
thought themselves on soundings, while thick and 
hazy, weather continued. * 

Purnell at this time, remarked that the cabin- 
boy was in the best condition of the whole, that 
his intellects were entire; and not being forced to 
the same exertion as the rest, he concluded that 
he would be the only survivor, but his sentiments 
were carefully retained to himself. The captain, 
too, seemed to have kept up his spirits, and to be 
tolerably well. 

The hazy weather rendered the course of the 
boat more uncertain during the day, for in the 
night the polar star was such a guide, that if kept 
for a time on the starboard, it could not fail of bring¬ 
ing her to land. 

Two more of the crew expired in the evening, 
and these were followed by Thomas Philpot, an 
old experienced mariner. His articulation became 
so imperfect that his companions could not under¬ 
stand him, and he died in convulsions. The task 
of throwing his body overboard almost exceeded 
their power, for he was a large and corpulent 
man. Thus one day had been fatal to no less than 
five of those miserable beings. 

The survivors still stood in for the land, as they 
supposed, on the 16th of July; arid to bring the 
head of the boat the better to the wind, Purnell 
prevailed on the captain and the boatswain to lie 
down before. It soon appeared how erroneous his 
former conjectures had been, for the cabin-boy, 
whose condition promised the longest life, died 4n 
the evening. 

Only three persons of seventeen now survived. 
It is not easy to picture their distress. One after 
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another, had protracted a miserable existence to 
die the most dreadful death, that of famine: What 
hope or prospects could their wretched comrades 
entertain! 

In the morning, Purnell asking his two compan¬ 
ions wliethcr they thought they could eat any of 
tlie boy’s flesh, they signified their inclination to 
try; whence, the body being quite cold, he cut a 
]>iece from the inside of its thigh, a Utile above 
the knee. Part of this he gave to the captain and 
boatswain, and reserved a small portion to himself. 
Put on attempting to swallow the flesh, it was re¬ 
jected by the stomachs of all, and the body was 
therefore thrown overboard. 

Early on the succeeding morning, the 18th of 
July, Purnell found both his companions dead and 
cold. Their melancholy fate taught him to anti¬ 
cipate his own dissolution. Yet his understand¬ 
ing was still unimpaired, though his body was 
feeble, and his spirits as good as his deplorable 
condition would admit. He never lost hopes of 
making land, and he knew, from the colour and 
coldness of the water, that it could not be very re¬ 
mote. The weather continued very foggy, and 
he lay to all night, with the boat’s head to the 
northward. 

After a day of variable weather, in which Pur¬ 
nell was more convinced of his being on soundings, 
he thought that he saw land, and stood for it; hut, 
apprehensive of being entangled among rocks and 
shoals, he had adopted the precaution of the pre¬ 
ceding night in lying to. 

On tile 22d of July, Purnell observed some bar¬ 
nacles on the boat’s rudder, resembling the spawn 
of an oyster, which encouraged him with greater 
hopes of approaching the land. He got off the rud- 
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der, and) scraping them from it with his knife, ate 
them: he was now extremely weak, though liis 
spirits kept up; but the boat having considerable 
motion, it proved difficult for him },o replace the 
rudder. He was far more elaled next morning at 
, sunrise, with the certainty of being within sight of 
land. 

He rose up in the middle of the day, and, lean* 
ing his back against the mast, felt himself revived 
by the suji. In this position he adopted a contriv- 
, ance to steer the boat. Next day he did the same, 
and, in the course of it, saw a sail at a very great 
distance, proceeding, as he supposed, from the 
land, towards u hich he steered all night; but he 
had lost sight of the sail. 

Very early in the morning of the 25th of July, 
while the sun was rising, Purnell, with inexpres¬ 
sible joy, descried a sail, and found, after he was 
completely up, that she was a two-masted vessel. 
Nevertheless, as she was astern, and at a great dis¬ 
tance to leeward, he was under considerable per¬ 
plexity what course to follow j but, in order to ob¬ 
serve her motions better, he tacked about, and soon 
afterwards saw that she was very fast approaching. 
He Ihtn lay to until she came within two miles of 
him, though still to leeward, and he discovered 
that she was a topsail-schooner. Edging down 
towards her, he got within half a mile, when he 
saw some people on the deck, beckoning to. him 
to come under their lee-bow. At length, the in¬ 
tervening distance being only 200 yards, the peo¬ 
ple of tile schooner hove her up in the wind until 
Purnell got alongside, when they threw a rope to 
him. 

From the manner in which the boat and oars 
were painted, they suspected that she had belong- 



432 


. LOSS OF THE 


cd to a man-of-war, and that Parnell had carried 
hor off from some of his majesty’s ships at Halifax, 
whence they should render themselves liable to 
punishment if ^hey received him j and they like¬ 
wise conjectured, from seeing the captain and boat¬ 
swain lying dead in the boat, that they had perish¬ 
ed of some contagious disorder, by which they 
might be infected. Thus Purnell was strictly ex¬ 
amined, and kept some time in suspense. Mean¬ 
time the people of the schooner told him,that they 
had made the land from the mast-head on the same , 
morning, and were running along shore for Mar¬ 
blehead, which place they belonged to, and expect¬ 
ed to reach next morning. At last, they said he 
might come on board, and, on his answering that 
he was incapable of doing so without assistance, 
two men were ordered by the captain to help him. 

Parnell, when the crew proposed casting the 
boat adrift, assured them that she was quite new, 
and would well indemnify the trouble of hoisting 
her iiij therefore they threw the dead bodies over- 
hoard, took out all the clothes, and got the boat 
into the schooner. 

This vessel was commanded by Captain Castle- 
man, who, on Purnell’s request, sent one of his 
.sons to bring Purnell some water, but the quantity, 
as he judged, being too great, he threw part away. 
Purnell drank the remainder, which was the first 
fresh water he had tasted for twenty-three days. 
He was next assisted down to the cabin, where he 
was supplied with some soup; but of this he could 
swallow very little : and his body, being covered 
with ulcers, motion gave him the most acute pain. 
When the seamen were at breakfast in the ca¬ 
bin, a squall obliged them all to go on deck, and, 
during their absence, Purnell, having observed a 
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Stone bottle, took a hearty draught of its contents, 
without previous smelling or tasting, thinking they 
were rum. However, the liquid proved to be 
sweet oil; and Purnell having replaced the bottle, 
lay down on a bed prepared for him by the people 
* of the schooner. 

Here he remained, helpless as a child, and with 
some person constantly beside him, until the 29th 
of July, when the schooner came to an anchor at 
the end of her voyage. Captain Castleman, hav- 
*ing landed at night, returned next morning along 
with the owner of his vessel, and then Purnell was 
carried ashore to Marblehead, in a boat, but so 
feeble as to require the support of two men. He 
w'as immediately put to bed, a nurse hired, and 
clotiies provided for him. The medical attendants 
by whom he was visited, prognosticated his recovery, 
though they said it would be slow, and, according¬ 
ly, three weeks elapsed before he was able to come 
down stairs. He remained two months in Marble¬ 
head, where he experienced the greatest care and 
liumanily, and his strength was gradually regain¬ 
ed ; yet the nails of his fingers and toes, which 
had almost entirely withered away, did not begin 
to grow for many months afterwards. All his ex- 
pences were paid, and a passage procured for him 
to Boston, by the sale of the boat, wherein he and 
his unfortunate companions had suffered so much 
misery. 
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FAMINE IN THE DOLPHIN SLOOP, 

s 

CAPTAIN BARRON, 1759* 


J HE Dolphin sloop, bound from the Canaries to 
New York, liad been one hundred and sixly-tivc 
days at soa, one hundred and sixteen of which the 
crew were in a state of famine. Captain Brad¬ 
shaw of the Andalusia took tliem up at sea, and, 
when they came alongside of his ship, they were 
so completely exhausted, that they were obliged 
to be hoisted on board by ropes. The ship’s com¬ 
pany then consisted of the captain and seven o- 
thers; but such poor miserable croatnres were 
never beheld ;—and had it been a week longer, 
the whole must have died. They declared to Cap¬ 
tain Bradshaw that their ship’s provisions had been 
exhausted above three months; that they had eaten 
their dog, their cat, and all their shoes, and, in 
short, every thing on board that was eatable. 
When reduced to the last extremity, they all 
agreed to cast lots for their lives, which was done 
accordingly : the shortest lot was to mark the^suf- 
ferer, and the next shortest him who was to be ihf 
‘ executioner. The lot fell on a passenger, Antho¬ 
ny Galatia, a Spanish gentleman. He was sliot 
through the head, which was cut off and thrown 
overboard. His entrails were then taken out and 



THB DOLPUIK SLOOP. 


4i3& 


9 

ate, and afterwards all the remaining part of his 
body, which lasted but a very short time. The 
captain, seeing the crew bent on«c^ting lots a se¬ 
cond time, luckily happened to reiiollect that he 
had a pair of breeches lined with leather. He 
took out the lining, and cut off^ for each man’s 
share, a piece of about an inch and a half square, 
as a daily allowance; and that, with the grass 
growing on the deck, )vhich Captain Bradshaw 
declared iVas four or five inches long, was their 
'whole sustenance for about twenty days before be- 
i ng taken up. 
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SHIPWRECK OF A RUSSIAN CREW, 

ON THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS, 1768,-1760. 


In the year 1748, Simeon Novikoff of Yakutsk, 
and Ivan Bacchoff of Ustyng, agents for Ivan 
Shilkin, sailed down the river Anadvr in Siberia, 
and through the bays of Kopeikinaand Onemens- 
kaya, where they met willi many sand-banks, 
which they passed in safety. Next steering into 
the exterior gulf, they remained waiting for a fair 
wind. The appearance of several of the Tchut- 
ski tribe on the neighbouring heights, apparently 
reconnoitring, rendered them cautious. In com¬ 
ing down the river they had spent nine days; and 
having set sail, and doubled a sandy point, they 
reached the sea. 

Bad weather prevailed from the 10th to the 30th 
of July, by which they were tossed about near the 
mouth of the Anadyr, and ran up a small river 
called the Katirka, which is plentifully stored with 
fish, and whose banks is inhabited by Koriacks, 
tributary to the Russian empire. They again put 
to sea, and, after beating about some time, made 
•Beering’s Island, where they lay at anchor six 
weeks. A violent tempest arose, and, on the 30th 
of October, dashed their vessel to pieces on the 
rocks. 



437 


A RUSSIAN CREW., 

• I 

The crew were saved, however, and employed 
themselves in searching for the remains of the 
wreck of Beering’s vessel, which ^lad been cast 
away here some years preceding. Fortunately 
they found some materials, though injured by time 
and the weather, which they preserved, and, hav¬ 
ing collected the drift-wood, which comes ashore 
during winter, built a small boat, only seventeen 
Kussian eJls and a half in length. This they ac¬ 
complished with great difficulty, and then put to 
sea in quest of an unknown island, which they 
thought they saw lying north-east. Finding their 
conjectures erroneous, they altered their course 
and stood for Copper Island, from whence they 
sailed to Kamtschatka, where they arrived in Au¬ 
gust 1749 . 

This new vessel, which was called the Capiton, 
was given to Ivan Shilkin, as some compensation 
for the losses he had sustained, with the privilege 
of employing it in a future expedition to the Aleu¬ 
tian Islands. On the 26 th of September 1757, 
Ivan Shilkin put to sea, carrying with him Igna¬ 
tius Sliedentsoff', a Cossac, who was sent'to collect 
the tribute for the crown, a crew composed of 
twenty Russians, and the like number of Kamtscha- 
dales. 

The Capiton had sailed but a short lime when 
she was driven back to Kamtschatka by stress of 
weather, and there run ashore, by which the rud¬ 
der was carried away, and one of the crew lost. 
This accident prevented the vessel from putting to 
sea until the following year, with thirty-nine of 
the original crew, several persons being left be¬ 
hind from sickness. She steered directly for Beer¬ 
ing’s Island, where they took up two men who had 
been shipwrecked. These men formed part of the 
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crew of a vessel belonging to one Krassilnikoff, 
which, in the course of a voyage td the Aleutian 
Ifilanck, came^o Beering’s Island for the purpose 
of wintering. KrassilnikofF sailed on the 1st of 
August 1754. On the 10th he came in sight of , 
an island, where so many inhabitants appeared on 
the shore as deterred him from landing. He land¬ 
ed on Copper Island in great distress for want of 
water, after procuring which he sailed. , But tem¬ 
pestuous weather forced him back, and having an- , 
chored near the shore, a storm arose, which drove 
the ship from her anchors, and wrecked her on the 
shore. The crew were saved, however, and found 
means to secure a considerable quantity of things 
from the ship, though greatly damaged. During 
their residence on Copper Island they suffered 
many disasters: three were accidentally drowned 
on the 15th of October; others almost died of 
want: and, as an accumulation to their distresses, a 
liigh tide on the 29th.of December washed away a 
great portion of the stores they had recovered, and 
all the wood which had been collected from the 
wreck. 'In the ensuing spring they reached Beer¬ 
ing’s Island in two smdl boats, whence all except 
the two now taken up by the Capiton obtained a 
passage to Kamtschatka in different vessels. 

The Capiton sailed from Beering’s Island in Au¬ 
gust 1758, and after meeting with very tempestu¬ 
ous weather, touched at the nearest Aleutian isles. 
Next they continued their course towards those 
more remote, and cast anchor off the second. A 
l)oat being immediately sent ashore, was so unex¬ 
pectedly attacked by a numerous body of islanders, 
that the people could scarcely escape to the vessel; 
and a heavy sea now rising from the land, the ship 
parted her cable, and drove out to sea,;. Thick 



A RUSSIAN CHEW. 439 

f ' 

and hazy weather. prevailed, Aring which the 
ship was wrecked on an island riot tar from tbte 
one she had left; and the crew were with difficul¬ 
ty saved, with the loss of every thing except their 
arms. 

The men had scarcely got on shore, when they 
w’ere beset and attacked by numbers of savages in 
boats from other parts of the island. The attack was 
the more dangerous, because several of the Hussiuus 
were incapable of making any resistance from hav¬ 
ing suffered so much from cold and wet; only hi- 
teen remained able to defend themselves, who ad¬ 
vanced boldly ■ towards the assailants, and one of 
the mimber, who was slightly acquainted with 
their language, endeavoured to sooth them, but 
without success. The savages shouted on their 
approach, and discharging a shower ot darts, 
wounded one of the Russians in the hand. On 
this the Russians fired in their own defence, kil¬ 
led two of the assailants, and forced the rest to 
retire. Notwithstanding a fresh body appeared, 
as if with the view of assisting their companions, 
the attack was not n newed; and the savages soon 

afterwards left the island. 

From the 6th of September to the 23d of April, 
this shipwrecked crew underwent all the extremi¬ 
ties of famine. They lived during that period on 
shell-fish and roots, and were sometimes reduced 
to eat pieces of the leather which the sea washeff 
in from the wreck of the vessel. Seventeen died 
of hunger, and the rest would have soon followed 
them had it not been for the sustenance afforded 
by a dead whale cast ashore. 

On this island the Russians remained another, 
winter. In the course of their residence they kil-. 
led two' hundred and thirty sea otters. They set 
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sail in the beginning of summer 1760, iu a small 
vessel which they had built of the remnants of the 
wreck of their own ; but had scarcely reached one 
of the Aleutian'isles, when they w'ere again ship¬ 
wrecked, and lost every thing. Only thirteen of 
the crew survived, who returned to Kamtschatka, 
in July 1761. 
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LOSS OF THE ANN FRIGATE, 1760. 

BY SETH HOUGHTON. 


'‘In the latter end of October 1760,1 sailed frdm 
Liverpool for Cork and the West Indies, on board 
the Ann frigate, mounting fourteen guns, and man¬ 
ned with thirty-seven men. 

On the 3d of November, we found- ourselves 
deeply embayed in Caernarvon Bay: and the 
wind blowing a storm, and full into the b^, all 
attempts to weather either Barry Island or Holy- 
head, were fruitless. Therefore, on consulting 
with my officers, I was of opinion, that the most 
prudent, and indeed the only adviseabje measure 
we could take, would be to run ashore on the 
most favourable sand beach that we could find, in 
order that as many lives might be saved as pos¬ 
sible. 

_ 

Accordingly we bore aw'ay, and passed Caer- ■ 
narvon Bar, w'hich probably might have been at¬ 
tempted, had we not seen the Pearl, a Liverpool 
ship, ashore there, where all the crew perished. 
Our ship struck a little after two in the afternoon, 
about two miles to leeward of the bar, and a quar¬ 
ter of a mile from the shore. Some of the people, 
partly by the boat, and partly by swimming, im¬ 
mediately got on shore, but 1 continued on board 
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until near five, Jto persuade the ' remainder to at¬ 
tempt their own preservation. Flowever, as they 
seemed obstin8-;^tely determined in their resolution 
of continuing on board, I then tot>k leave of them, 
and leapt off the weather fore-chains with my cork 
jacket, when a sea struck me against the sprit- 
sail-yard witli such violence, that I was quite 
stunned; and I continued for some time the sport 
of the waves, betwixt the bow of the ship and the 
spritsail-yard, before I had power to clekr myself 
of the latter. At last I happily did so, and swam 
directly for the shore. But the bruises I received 
on quilting the ship,, two of my ribs being broke, 
soon rendered me insensible and incapable of help¬ 
ing myself, and if it hatl not been for the cork jac¬ 
ket, I must have inevitably perished; for while that 
buoyed me up, the sea and wind drove me ashore^ 
where people were ready to save me. 

Next day, I found on inquiry, that nineteen of 
the people were saved, and eighteen drowned. 
The latter principally consisted of the best swim¬ 
mers in the ship, some of whom vainly boasted 
that water could not drown them. But, alas ! in 
such a mountainous sea, human strength is but a 
poor resource ; for next to Divine Providence, I 
attribute my miraculous preservation to the jacket, 
of the utility of which I am so well convinced, 
that I have recommended it, in the strongest terms, 
to all my acquaintances, as an apparatus that no 
one should go to sea without. The weight of ray 
jacket altogether, was about three pounds.’^ 



SHIPWRECK OP THE RTILE. 


m 


\ 

, SHIPWRECK ,OF THE UTILE, 

COMMANDED BY M. DE LA FARGUE^ ON SANDY ISLE 

1761. 


Sandy Isle was discovered in the year 1729, by 
the ship Diana, commanded by Captain Feuill^; 
it is quite Hat, and not above a quarter of a league 
in circumference; at tim north and south extremi¬ 
ties, however, drinkable water is to be found fif¬ 
teen feet below the surface. 

The vessel Utile, commanded by M. de la Far- 
gue, was cast away there in the year 1761. The 
officers and ci ew, which was chiefly composed of 
blacks, saved themselves on this little island, where 
they remained six months •, and during that time, 
constructed a bark, in which all the whites em¬ 
barked. After a short passage, they reached St 
Mary’s, a small island on the east side of Mada¬ 
gascar. 

The blacks remained on the shoal, vainly ex¬ 
pecting aid from those who hatl sailed. How 
much must humanity be shocked to learn, that 
tliey were abandoned to die a miserable death 
without the smallest exertions to save them. 

On the 29th of November 1776, M. Tromeliii, * 
commanding a corvette. La Dauphine, fell in with 
Sandy Isle. He succeeded in overcoming the dif- 
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Acuities opposed to his landing on this dangerous 
bank, and su^eeded in carrying the melancholy 
remains of the company of the Vtile to the Isle of 
France. 

Eigljty negroes and negresses had perished, 
some of want and disease, others in attempting to 
save themselves on rafts. Only seven negresses 
were able, during fifteen years, to resist the mOst 
deplorable situation that can be figured. The whole 
bank is but about 1100 yards in length, and little 
more than 600 in breadth; and the highest place 
15 feet above the level of the sea. It is absolutely 
sterile, and quite exposed to the fury of the tem¬ 
pest- The blacks had built a hut out of the wreck 
of the vessel, and covered it with the shells of tur¬ 
tle ; and feathers, artfully interwoven by the iie- 
gresses, were their clothing. On that bank, there¬ 
fore, the seven survivors had lived fifteen years, 
preserving themselves solely on shell-fish and 
brackish water. At the period of their deliver¬ 
ance, they carried along with them a young child, 
which also was enfeebled by the extreme weakness 
of its mother. 

The negresses reported that they had seen five 
vessels, several of which had fruitlessly attempted 
to gain the place of their captivity. For a short 
time, they had some hopes of relief from the ap- 
])roach of a small vessel, the Sauterelle ; for a boat 
belonging to her endeavoured to land; but from 
the apprehension of shipwreck, suddenly put off, 
and with such precipitation, that a sailor remain¬ 
ed on the island. This man seeing himself aban¬ 
doned by his comrades, while exerting himself in 
•the cause of humanity, took the desperate resolu¬ 
tion of trying to reach Madagascar on a raft. 
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AWut three weeks before La Dauphine arrived, 
he had embarked along with three negroes and 
ijegresses. ^ ' 

This dangerous shoal lies in 15* of south lati¬ 
tude. 
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FAMINE SUFFERED 

•N fiOARD OP THE PEGGY, 1765. 


rii 

1 HE Peggy, a sloop commanded by Captain Da¬ 
vid Harrison, sailed from New-York on the 27 th 
of August 1765 , with a cargo of different articles, 
and>also with a negro on board for Fayal, one of 
the Azores. She arrived there in safety, and being 
cleared, took in a cargo of wine, brandy, and some 
other commodities, with which she sailed back for 
New-York, on the 24th of October. 

Fine weather prevailed until the 29lh, wdicn it 
began to blow very hard, and the wind increased 
into one continued storm until the first of Decem¬ 
ber. The' rigging was greatly damaged, and as 
the vessel could make very little way, and all the 
provisions, except a small quantity of bread, be¬ 
ing exhausted, it was necessary to restrict' the 
crew to a quarter of a pound daily, a pint of wine, 
and a quart of water each. 

The ship had now become leaky, the sea was 
.swelled into mountains by the storm, and the 
ihijnder rolled incessantly above in one dreadful 
pqpl, almost without intermission. 

. While in this distressed condition, by which the 
people were in danger of either sinking in the 
vessel, or of floating until they perished of hunger. 
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they fell in with two ships, the one bound from 
Jamaica for London, and the othyer from New- 
York to' Dublin. But, as an aggraVation of tiicir 
calamities, the weather was so bad, that there 
could be no communication established; and with 
the most acute sensations they beheld the vessels 
disappear. 

This circumstance rendered it necessary that 
the scanty allowance of bread and water should be 
still farlVicr reduced j and all the people agreeing to 
a regulation which was the result of necessity, it 
was lessened by degrees, until every morsel of food 
was exhausted, and also the whole water, except 
about two gallons, which remained dirt 3 ’^ at the 
bottom of a cask. 

The unfortunate men, while preserving ever^'^ 
kind of sustenance, remained obedient to the cap¬ 
tain, but novv they became desperate Ou being to¬ 
tally deprived of it. They seized the wine and 
brand}^ and speedily rendering themselves intoxi¬ 
cated, their exclamations of distress were mingled 
with curses and'blasphemy. 

The dregs of the water cask w^ere abandoned 
to the captain, who abstaining as mucli*as possible 
from wine, carefully husbanded them with all eco¬ 
nomy. 

In the midst of this compdication of want and 
excess, and the consequent <lisiraction and des¬ 
pair, another sail was descried. Every cy'e was 
instantly directed towards it, and immoveably ri- 
vetted on the object. Some actuated by the prin¬ 
ciples of devotion, conceived tiial because this 
was Christinas day, it had been chosen as the sea¬ 
son for their deliverance. Hanging out a signal 
of distress, the strange sail had neared them .w 
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much at eleven in the forenoon, that they were 
able to impartytheir condition. 

Calm weather now prevailed, and the captain of 
the vessel promised whatever relief was in his 
power, blit confined it only to a supply of bread, 
from being reduced in every other article of pro¬ 
visions. Yet this he delayed sending, under pre¬ 
tence of being occupied in making an observation, 
while the poor famished wretches waited an hour 
in the most anxious state of suspense, though in 
perfect confidence of relief. At length Captain 
Harrison, quite exhausted wnth hunger, fatigue, 
and weakness, labouring under severe rheumatism, 
and finding a mist come over his eyes, retired lo 
enjoy some rest in his cabin. 

He had scarce been there a quarter of an hour, 
when one of his people came running down, with 
looks of unutterable despair, to tell him, in accents 
scarce intelligible, that the strange vessel was mak¬ 
ing all speed away, without affording even the in¬ 
considerable relief that had been promised. 

The captain crawled on deck, where he found 
the painful intelligence only too indisputably ve¬ 
rified. IS'ay, the unfeeling wretch crowded more 
canvas than before, and, in less than five hours, 
was out of sight. 

So long as the unfortunate men, tints basely de¬ 
serted, could discern the smallest traces of his 
course, they hung about the shrouds, and ran from 
one part of the ship to another, with frantic* ge.s- 
turcs and ghastly looks. They pierced the air 
with their cries, while yet possible that they could 
b^ heard, and implored assistance with lamenta¬ 
tions still louder, as the distance between the ves¬ 
sels increased. But the strange captain, with un- 
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•“xampled inhumanity, pupoed hisvpyage without ^ 
paying the sfliallest regard to their entreaties. 

Though this aggravated’disapjMptmeat height-, 
ened the distress of the ^rew, struggled as 
long as possible for self preservatji^,, 1 he only 
living animals on board of their stiip'‘were two pf- 
goorjs and a cal. The former were inimedtsd;ely 
killed,' and partitioned among them ^for a Christ¬ 
mas dinner. 

No\t day the cat was also killed, and divided into 
lime parts, wliicU were distributed by lot, as nine 
were to partake of the repast. The head fell to 
Captain Harrison, who devoured it with greater 
relish than he had et^hr enjoyed from tasting food. 

On the day following the people began to scrape 
the bottom uf the ship for barnacles, ^ most of 
those above water had been beat ofl‘ waves, 

and the men were loo w6ak to hang long over the 
side- * , ^ 

During all this time the unfortunate brew 
in a state of intoxication, and the" sense of their 
condition seemed to evaporate in oaths and blas¬ 
phemy. While they were constantly oacupied ip 
heating wine in the steerage, the captain subsisted 
on the dirty water at the bottom of the cask, half 
a ]>int of which, with a few drops oi a medicinal 
balsam, constituted his whole sustlnaiice during 
twenty-four hours. In this condition he awaited 
deathi and would have contemplated its apiproacli'' 
with little emotion, had it not been for the (liflOicul^^ 
ties in which it would have involved his wtfe add * 
children. Y<-‘b at intervals, he still flatterea 
self that some other vessel might heave ih 
and rescue him from impendin^estructitm. But 
the lime within which that c^ld be done was f 
short, both from the state of famine that prevailed, 

^ VOL.^ir. F f . 
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from the leakiness of the ship, aigid, indeed, the men 
were both -too much inebriated, as well as too 
feeble, to keep the water under with the pumps. 
Having devour^ every thing on board, they had 
neither candlaE;Uor oil, and, as it was then the 
depth of wintp^/feixteon liours were passed in total 
darkness, except for the glimmerings of their fire. 

By the assistance of the only remaining sail the 
vessel continued to make a little way; but on the 
!Sl 8 th of December she was overtaken by another 
storm, by which it was blown in rags. She now 
lay a wreck in the water, and at the mercy of the 
winds. 

During an interval of sixteen days it does not 
appear in what manner the crew subsisted: the cat 
was the last morsel of meat they had tasted; all 
the caudlesWd oil had been consumed before the 
28 th of December 5 they could get no barnacles 
from the ship’s side ; yet on the ISth of January 
the whole survived. In the evening of that day, 
the mate, at thd head of the people half drunk, 
but witli horror in their countenances, entered the 
captain’s cabin. They said that thty could hold 
out no longer; that their tobacco was exhausted; 
that they had eaten up all the leather from the 
pumps, and even the buttons off their jackits; 
that now tlieyliad no means of averting the fate 
by which they w'ere menaced, but by casting lots 
which of them should die to sustain the lives of the 
rest. ‘They trusted, therefore, that the captain 
Would*,concur in this proposal, and desired him 
igjuemalely to favour them witli his determina- 

. .Captain Harrison observing they were in liquor, 
‘Calmly endeavonif^d to divert them from their pur- 
pbse; he requested that they would try to obtain 
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some rest, saying at the same time, that, if Provl* 
deuce did not interpose in their behalf, he would 
c^sult farther with them on the su||ject next morn- 

This mild consideration only rehdli^W the people 
more outrageous; they swore with execrations of 
peculiar horror, that what was to be done must be 
done immediately; that it w^ indifferent to them 
whether tjiey obtained his acquiescence or the re- 
, verse; and although they had paid him the com- 
plimeut of acquainting him with their resolution, 
they should compel him to take his chance with 
the rest; for general calamity, they said, put an 
end to all personal distinction. 

The captain not being in a condition to resist 
their design, told them that they might do as they 
pleased, but that he would on no acconfht give or- 
der» for putting to death the pelfson on whom the 
lot might fall, nor would he partake of so horrid a 
repast. 

• On this the people abruptly left him, and went 
into the steerage. In a few minutes they returned 
and informed liim that they had taken a diance for 
their lives, and that the lot had fallen on the negro 
slave who was part of the cargo. • 

The precipitation of the proceedings, and the 
privacy with' which they had been conducted, ex« 
cited strong suspicions in Captain Harrison that^ 
his crew had not«dealt fairly by their intended vic¬ 
tim. The poor wretch, aware of the result, and, 
seeing one of tlie men loading a pistol, ran^ip thd ^ 
captain, with entreaties that he would endeavout^'' 
save his life. But he could only lament ^that fie 
had no power to protect him; aim the Unfostunate 
man being instantly dragged mtcTtlte stearaae* was 
shot through ftte head. 
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He was scarce dead, when, having nriade a large 
fire, the people began to cut him up, intending to 
iry his entrails for su;^er; but one of the foremast 
men', named Jmnes Campbell, was so ravenoUsdy 
impatient, tb^t, tearing the negro’s liver from the 
body, he devoured it raw, though he might have 
dressed it in a few minutes. The principal part of 
the night was occupied in the meal, from which 
the people did not retire until two in the^ morning 

Aboirt eight o’clock next day the mate went to , 
the captain to ask his orders about pickling the 
body; but the proposal was considered-so shocking 
an instance of brutality, that he took up a pistol, 
and swore that if the mate did not withdraw he 
would send him after the negro. The captain thu.s 
refusing to give his advice, the crew, having con¬ 
sulted togetlier, cut the body ifito small pieces, 
and pickled all bht the head and fingers, which 
they threw overboard. ^ 

On the third day after the negro was butchered, 
Campbell, who had devoured his liver raw, died* 
raving mad. Tins was imputed by the crew to hi-s 
voracity y and as their hunger was now subdued, 
and some fopd being in store, they were more un¬ 
der the government ol reason, especially owing to 
their apprehension of danger from the state of the 
ship. Therefore, dreading the consequence of 
subsisting on Campbell’s body, they threw it over¬ 
board, though not without reluctance. 

Next day, the 17 th of January, while preparing 
pari of the negro’s corpse, by boiling or frying, 
fpr dinner, the people said of the captain, “ Damn 
ftim, though he would not consent to our haying 
any meat, let us give him some j”’ and immediate¬ 
ly one of iliem came to his cabin and offered him 
a portion broiled. 



ON BOARD OP THE PROGY, . 455 

• 

The captain rejected the proffered meal both 
with resentment and menaces: he viewed it with 
horror; and sickness had taken away his appe¬ 
tite. » 

N The body of the negro, with observance of the 
strictest economy, 'subsisted thd t?rew, now con¬ 
sisting of six persons, from the to the 26th of 
January, when they were once more reduced to 
total want. This being endured fOr three days, the 
mate arain came to the captain, at the hehd of the 
people, 'ielling him, that the body having been 
consumed some day'*, and no ship hav’ing come 
to their relief, it now became necessary to cast 
Jots a second lime* It was better, they said, to 
die separately than all at once, jis possibly some 
might be preserved b^ their proposed expedient 
until a vessel should bring them succour. 

The captain again endeavoured to bf|n^ them to 
reason, but without success: therefoi'e, consider¬ 
ing, that if they managed the lot without^iim, as 
they had done before, he himself might not Jiavc 
justice, he agreed to take the management. Thus 
calling all iutojiis cabin, where he lay in bed, he 
with great difficulty raised himself, and caused the 
lots to be drawn^in the same vay as fhe chances 
are taken for lottery tickets. 

The lot fell on one David Flat, a foremast man, 
But the shock which this produ<J<td was so great 
that the whole crew remained silent and motionless 
for a considerable time^ and so they might 
continued much lunger, had not the victim, t^o 
appeared perfectly resigned to his fate, expressed 
himself in these words; “ My dear frieniSi^ 
mates, and fellow-sufferers, all I have to of 
you is, to dispatch me as soon as you did the ne* ^ 
gro, and to put me to as hitle torture as possible ” 
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Then turning to pne Doud, who shot the negro, 
he ^ said* ** It is my desire that you t^houid shoot 
met)bud readily, though reluctantly, consent¬ 
ed. % 

The victim then solicited a short time to prepare 
for death, which hli* comrades most willingly grant¬ 
ed. He was greatly beloved by all the ship’s com¬ 
pany ; and during the interval they seemed inclined 
not to insist for his life'. Yet, having no alterna¬ 
tive but ](^erishtng along with him, and, hy copious 
draughts of wine, having in some pleasure lulled 
their sense of horror at the approaching scene, they 
made preparations for its accomplishment. A tire 
was therefore kindled in the steerage, to dre!»s a 
meal whenever they might make it on the body ol 
their comrade. 

Still as the awful moment drew nearer, their 
compunction increased, hnd friendship and hu¬ 
manity became predominant over hunger and 
impending death. They determined that Flat 
should live, at least, until eleven o’clock next morn¬ 
ing; trusting, as they said, that Divine Goodness 
would, Jn the interval, open somey^ther source oi 
relief. At the same time, they smicited the cap¬ 
tain to read prayers, a task, whi^^h collecting the 
utmost effort df his strength, he was just able to 
perform. 

As soon as prayers were over, heiay down rea¬ 
dy to faint, and the company immediately retired 
to their unfortunate fijepd Flat. The captain 
could overliear them talking with great earnestness 
and affection to him, and expressing their hope 
that God would interpose for his preservation. 
Ttjjcy assured him also, that although they bad 
never yet been ablelo catch, or even to see a sin¬ 
gle fish, they wodfd again put out aH their hooks, 
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and try whether in that ^%Qner any relief, could 
Nbe obtained. But the" -unfortunate., man could de> 
tive little comfort from their concern; the agita-. 
^on produced on his mind was. Jn^h, that before 
midnight he became almost desm jxtd was raving 
mad by four in the morn^^* 

Ilis messmates on discovering tfiiis alteration, 
debated whether it would not be an act of hunia« 
nity immediately to dispatch him, but their origi¬ 
nal resolotion oi sparing his^ife till eleven o’clocfe, 
prevailed. 

About eight in the morning, as the captain was 
ruminating in his cabin on the fate of this unfortu¬ 
nate wretch who had only three hours to live, two 
of his people came Nastily down with uncommon 
eagerness in their looks, and.seizing both his hands, 
Axed their eyes upon him without si^jpg B syl¬ 
lable. The captain recollecting thm the peo¬ 
ple, notwithstanding their necessitfes, had tlip>wn 
Campbeirs body overboard, from apprehension 
of being struck with hiis madness, believed that, 
for the same reason, they were unwilling to eat 
Flat, and had come to put him to death in hU 
stead. Therefore disengs^ing himself by a, sud¬ 
den effort, he snatched up a pistol atu} stood on 
the defensive. The poor men guessing his nns- 
take, contriv^ to'^(^jain.that,,tiheir |>ehayiour 
was merely the effect of surprise and joy, that 
had discovered a snilt'. ahd were no overcome 
the sight as to be linable.to speak. . , ’ 

They said that, tbe sa$ appeared to be a 1 
vessel, that siic was then to leeward, an^..^b|p4, 
them in as fair direction; as , could be wisn^. 
The rest of the crew came down immediately*af¬ 
terwards) and confirmed the Ir^ort pf ajpul being 
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in sight, hut add^d that she seemed to bear away 
from them, on a contrary course, / 

The account of a vessel being in sight of si©- 
nals,> on whatever course shesteeM*(i siiiuk 
captain with such eKcesfaiv<* ami tunmlliunis | 0 \, 
that he was very neajjy ex|iiini'; uiah r in i Hici'- 
As soon as he eoiikl speak, lu «in'e< u <1 In-. p< upi* 

to niciki iVfry possjhh' signal ol Ihongli 

then shipheisfll a' a si<Mial oi ihe nioit sinkin 
dts(nptioi) Ihii he \\'»s appt < lu nsue. that llu 
strangeis ,it a ehstauc ' nnghl < one Inek ih il Hu re 
was nofhiiiu alue on be i d n mI o '■* <* MV.iy 

Without eoining lu ai hue 

Ills ordtns wei* }>uiuUiillv >(> , mil ' '• 

lying in his cahm lu ( oiiiil hi m iIm n» |m » t i i 
on def k, and ri\uin al.uul Slu i . mi •'lie 
ne.iic us' lu IS namlm Mi > v a > 

The appio.ich ''ll!. ' u- tu ni<» ino.e and nio.e 

m.inilesl 1 \ri\ mome » »•'< !mpi f»| the < ii u na- 

tuiall^ nil H 1 r d mn mnd t tiu n at ih< pm 

peetoiddo i iia • tlu i« ni m*'1m led llu ii nnfoi 
lunate cennath Id, nid ♦'^u th d that 'u c ould 
not be sen'll! Il ot tin usi m‘()'essjoie '’'■'Vii- 
theless, lluy nnnudia. 1 pioposid i'leoti; mm 
ot liqiioi'j whuhllu CH\>iaut 'Menuon.iv opposed, 
and at Imgtb thoiuh willi M'nu dillii iilu <on- 
\inced them that then delnerame in a great inea- 
Mile rested on the regularity ot then conduct at 
tint moment The whole exee[)tnig the mate, 
therefore, reliequished the can, whic h would ha\e 
rendered all absolutely inloxicaled, before tlic ves¬ 
sel Could come up, and he letired to take it hy 
himsc If 

walehmg the progress of the vessel during 
' ^ome houis, with aH fhe tumult and agitation ot 
mind tliat such a state of suspense coulcl produce. 
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.the people had the mortification to fitid the pre¬ 
vailing breezie totally die away, so'that the vessel 
was entirely becalmed at the distance of two miles. 
But they soon observed her boat put over the 
stern, and full manned, row towards them with vi- 
i^<fr()U5. dispatch. Having been twice before dis- 
ippointcd when confident of deliverance, and, as 
wv sJi!i (.;onsi<lei'Cfl ihemselves totteriiut on the 
• i of eternity, tin- ('onfliv l tPey sulh'red during 
die approach of Uk h<»al, must tx' pictured in the 
reader’s iniaginuiiOn, foi it cannot be described. 

At l.'iigtli, however, she came alongside; but 
!se crew exhdnu.-d so ghastly an appearance, that 
di(' leen r< stcd or» their oars, and, with looks of 


nc'otcenalde astonishment, inquired what they 
'v^ ere. When satisfied, they came on board, antj 
requesU'ii tliis unlo'Minato company to .make all 
possible expeiiil.itns in quitting ttie wreck, lest they 
should be (wcrtakcti by a gale oi wom!, and pre¬ 
vented from regaining their ou n sli<i> 

A.s the captain was inc!-pab](‘ ot moving, they 
lifted bito out of his cabin, and, lowering him into 
the iiuat \\‘tii ropes, he was followed by his’people, 
among whom was pool Flat, still raving. Just 
when putting oti', it was discovered that t le mate 
was wanting; he was immediately summoned, and 
proved to have preserved, after his can of liquor, 
no more than ability to crawl to the gunw'ale, hav- 
ing, to all appearance, forgot every thing that had 
happened. The unfortunate drunken wretch be¬ 
ing got down, the strangers rowed away to thell 
own ship, which th^ reached in about an hour. ’ 
This vessel was the ^saiinah of London^ cofh- 
manded by Captain ;!!I^omas Evers, who wag en¬ 
gaged in the Vi rgiria trade, and was how return¬ 
ing from Virginia to London. He received the 
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people with all possible tenderness and humanity,^ 
and promised to lie by the wreck ilntil morninjr^ 
that he might, if possible, save some of Captahi 
Harrison’s clothe;^. But the wind blowing very 
hard, he was oljj[iged to quit her before night, and, 
in all probability, shb went to the bottom with her * 
cargo. 

,The Susannah proceeded on her voyage, and, 
though in a very shattered condition, and so much 
reduced in provisions, that it was necessftry to put 
her people on short allowance, she reached the 
Land’s-End about the 2d of March. She thence 
jiroceeded to the Downs, and a day or tw'o after¬ 
wards Cuptain Harrison reached London by land. 

The mate, -as also Jaqnes Doud, who shot the 
«egro, and one James Warren, a seampn, died 
during the passage. T..emuel Ashley, Samuel 
Wentworth, and David Flat, who was to have been 
shot for food, all survived. The last continued 
raving mad during the voyage, but whether he af¬ 
terwards recovered, is not ascertained. 

When Captain Harrison came on shore, he 
made an oath to the truth of the preceding me¬ 
lancholy facts, in order that the interests of his in¬ 
surers might be preserved. . 
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Lbss OF THREE OF THE DUTCH FLEET 

IN GBEs1lLA!tft), 1777- 


1. HE ship WilhelminR, commanded bjr Jacob 
Henry Broerties.of Zasmdaxii, sailed from the 
Texel on the 14th of April 1777. for the whale- 
fishery.* On the 22d of June she safely arrived at 
the vast moving icy coasts of Greenland, where 
the captain anchored, and commenced immediate 
prep'tlrations for fishing. 

Fifty other ships had also repaired to the s^me 
region, which, at that time, attracted the greater 
notic e, from tlie numbef of whales found there} 
and one was taken *by the Wilbelmina the very 
day after her arrival. ’ 

On the S5th of April a ^reat drif^ of ice sur« 
rounded the vessel, e^hshing against her on all 
sides. To avoid the dangerous consequences, 
the crew were <)Hige 4 » during eight days and 
nights, without interruption, by tl^e most laborious 
cxeytion, to saw the iqe,. which was thirteen feet 
thick, and thus endeavoured to keep the ship free.* 

Many vessels, anchoi^ to the eastward of the 
same field of ice, were lucky enough to disengagh 
themselves, and gain me open sea. But the WiL 
helmina, along with Ufven^-seven others, remain* 
ed fast in the ice. Seorenteen of these were after* 
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wards able to make their way through it and 
escape. 

On the 25ih of July, the ice encompassing tl^e 
Wilhelmioa began to separate, and shew a kind of 
opening. Tbe captain, immediately availing him> 
self of It, ordered the boati^out to tow the ship., 
By hard and constant rowing for four days, he 
reached another held of ice blocking up the way, 
and he was again enclosed in a small basin. There 
he found four ships, which had arrived under mul¬ 
tiplied dangers and extreme difficulty, and without* 
hopes of making any exit from it' They were 
commadded by Jeldert Janz de Groot, Claas 
Janz Castricum of Zaandam, Volkert Janz of Am¬ 
sterdam, and Marten Janz of Hamburgh. 

The alaiming situation of the Wilhelmina dis¬ 
couraged the whole crew j and the north wind driv¬ 
ing them constantly farther south, they came in 
sight of Gale Hankens land. The ice there jffford- 
ingno prospect of an outlet, the captain resolved to * 
diminish the rations of provisions hitherto served 
out, and the crew were under the necessity of be- 
ing.satisfied with a very H]iodc;rate allowam'e. 

A strdng gale from the porth set in on the first ot 
August, which crushe^ th^ ship to that degree, 
that the crew apprehended her destruction every 
moment \ and scarcely dufst tltey partake of that 
occasional repo^ }pvbich severe fahgue rendered 
indi.spensable. ,On tbe 16th .other four ships ar¬ 
rived m the same regions in a state as dangerous 
as their oyrn. lliese were commanded by Dirk • 
Broer* Rselof Meyer, and Jacob Bremer of Am- 
]|Sterdam, and Hidmer Hendriks of Gottenburg. 
A great storm ^rose on the li&th. The fury of the 
wind dashed the pieces of ice against the, ships 
with such extraordinary violence, that Volkert 
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Janz*s vessel was grievotisly damaged, The Wil- 
helmina could,swim, though almost crushed toge- 
Uier aboui^'l^ve or six fe^ above the ballast. 

Shipwreck appeared'inevitable 'on the 20lh. A 
frightful hurrfcane yet'blew from the'same point, 
which materially injuired tH^se ye^els that had 
hitherto escaped j that of Marten janz was u^reck- 
edrj and the ice continued accumulating to the 
height of twenty-four feet ai’ound the others* The 
Wilhelmlna, after losing tvii 6 boats, an anchor, and 
part of the rigging, drove against Castricum’s ship, 
and her keel was soon upon the ice. Two ships 
of the five first arriving here, were now lost ; Cas¬ 
tricum’s had sprung sevi^al leaks; and only the 
remaining two had hot suffered very considerable 
damage. The cfeivs of the wreck^ ydssela were 
distributed into these,‘and the whole"pr^siops, as 
well as the different edicts that could be saved next 
day, carried fhere ^so»'3 ^ ^ ^ 

On the liidth of” August the three vessels were- 
immoveable in the iceC Their captains then dis-^ 
patched twelve lueh to other four vessels which! 
they saw at some distance fn the like conditiopj^ 
and learned pii their return, that two of the ships! 
had been crpshed Jogether by the pressure of the’ 
ice, and that the other two; rbinamed in the most 
deplorable state. These messengers Ii]|:ewise re¬ 
lated that two Hait|b|dghi ships, a little farther a- 
way, had perished by the same* means: 

’ Allftbugh the veSlself were all immoveable by 
hills of ice inclosing them, the^ had drove with the 
wind, and bn thV Sith *^bf August Iceland was in 
sight. Two days ^brwards there was some of the 
ice in motion; and Captains Broer ahd Mejfiir pro¬ 
bably took advantage, of it ih gaining "the open sea, 
asvin four days they had disappbni'ed frbm view. 
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Notwithstanding every ia$ti»f!itt]^reatened the de> 
struction of the Wilhelmina, she was preserved 
until the Idlh of September. That day a mountain 
of ice tumbled down with a thundering noise in a 
moment, and broke every thing about the ship to 
pieces. The accideht was so sudden that the sea¬ 
men in bed had not time to put on their clothes, 
and were forced to escape half naked on the snr> 
rounding ice, where they stdod exposed to the most 
inclement weather. Scarce cpuld they save a small 
quantity of provisions, for the ship was crushed to¬ 
gether about ten feet above the level of the water, 
and then utterly destroyed and buried under an c- 
normous heap of ice. 

Captain De Groot's vessel had perished in the 
same manner on the 7th j whence the only recep¬ 
tacle for file shipwrecked mariners was Captain 
Castricum*s vessel. With considerable trouble he 
hajl stopped all the leaks, dnd iShe was otherwise 
in good plight. # 

The seamen set out on the way to Castricum^s 
ship; but the ice was not yet qi|itc solid, and the 
fissures and gaps in the pieces dividing under their 
feet put them in hazard of a new shipwreck, whence 
they were under the necessity Of returning. Then 
they resolved to ere<^ a tent on the firni body of 
the ice, to shelter themselves,* as fa^ as might be, 
from the excessive cold i and next kindled a fire 
with fragments of tho wreck, to do their best in 
this predarious asylmn, wberO' they remained ex¬ 
pecting some extraordinary interposition of Provi¬ 
dence- But the heat of ahe fire melting the ice 
filjed the tent with water, and'obliged them to cut 
bqles here and there to receive itj for without such 
a precaution they would have been under the ne¬ 
cessity pf too often changing their abode. 
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A little rest obtained through the night rc< 
animated the courage* of these unfortunate mari- 
tiers; and in the^morning they redoubled th6ir ex¬ 
ertions to reach Castricum’s Vessel. Therefore, set¬ 
ting out on the journey, abd cheered by the sight 
* ot a pendant at the top<-gallant mast-head, which 
shewed the vessel was clear of ice, they made in¬ 
credible efibrts. 

The three shipwiecked captains, Broerties, De 
,Groot, an'd Volkert Janz, marched at the head of 
their respective crews. They had a dangerous 
journey to perform, being forced to leap from one 
piece of ice to another, wiile it lasted, * which was 
never done without imminent hazard of perishing. 

On the drst of October, when they believed 
their hardships at an end, they saw, on the con¬ 
trary, that there was no chance of deliverance. 
The vessel was now in a more deplorable stale than 
before ; she was* carried to a considerable distancjs, 
and in danger of being overwhelmed by the pres¬ 
sure of the ice. However, they were at length 
taken into her. The^ had scarce arrived when 
they were followed by about fifty of the crew of a 
Hamburgh ship commanded by Banz Christinana. 
This vessel was wrecked on the SOth of September, 
and the harpooner, together with twelve seamen, 
lost in attempting to make Iceland on part of the 
wreck. 

As nearly as could be conjectured, these ma¬ 
riners were in latitude 64®. Pjroyisions now began to 
fail, for there were none except in Castricum’s ship, 
infinitely too small a quantity for the whole that had 
taken refuge there. Tims they were soon entirely 
exhausted ; when the seamen were exposed to all 
the horrors of famine, being reduced to feed on the 
remnants of fish attached to the root of whale-bone. 
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The doge belonging to the lost vep'»els werenext kil- 
leiJisMtjllate; and snow water, in whiph chips of wood 
had b^h infused, was drank to quench their thirst. 
All looked for a termination of their sutferings in 
death, when fhe sln'p, always drifting towardh the 
coa^t, at last came within five or six miles of it. 
Several seamen made a fruitless endeavour to reach 
the continent, but could only make a desert islahd, 
where they gathered some small black btjrnes from 
the Jtmshes; and here they were under the neces¬ 
sity of remaining. 

On the 10th of October a storm arose, which for 
several hours threatened the ship with destruction, 
but that day the crew were able to preserve her: 
On the ih«rrow, Itowever, she was ofushed by e- 
normous piei’cs of ice, and then buried under tbein 
'['he suddcnne.ss of the disaster ptevented the crew 
from saving any fuel from the vessel; but they got 
some portions of sails on the first alarm, and eleven 
boats. These precautions ptoved vain ; for tliev 
were forced to seek for safety in flight. There¬ 
fore, leaping from one portion of icc to anothei, 
they tried to find a solid place of sufficient extent 
to contain the*whole. With incredible Uhour, 
they at length gained one of that description, and 
fortunately were able also to carry thither the scan¬ 
ty provisions that had been saved. 

The deplorable cbndilion of the.se unfortunate 
mariners is indescribable; exposed to the most in¬ 
tense cold, on an jmmeuse island of ice, which 
might the first moment crumble down and crush 
them to atoms, almost destitute of food and cloth¬ 
ing ; What prospect could they have but dying of 
cold and hunger, or of being buried among the ice ? 
Such was their melancholy condition in the most 
rigorous climate in the universe. 
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Tt is in the last extremity only that man is de¬ 
serted by hope : these mariners, now indefatigable, 
hastily prepared two miserable tents with the pieces 
of sail they had secured, and sheltered themselves 
in them, such as they were, patiently abiding the 
®will of Providence. But it was impossible to re¬ 
main beyond the l.‘3th of OctPljer, fop they were 
still, every moment threatened with being de¬ 
stroyed among the ice, for the field bearing them 
^was continually drifting. Thus two hundred and 
thirty resolved attempting another voyage to reach 
the continent. Twenty-six considering it imprac¬ 
ticable, preferred staying bcliiind. 

The adventurers entertaining different senti¬ 
ments with respect to the route, separated into se¬ 
veral parties. We shall follow them step by step, 
because the course they took through this desert 
region may serve as a future guide to those in si¬ 
milar circumstances; such deplorable accidents 
being but too frequent in the polar seas. 

Captain Jeldert Janz, de Groot, Hanz Chris- 
tiaauz, and Martin Janz, departed on the Idth of 
October, followed by forty seamen. ' Each had 
thirteen biscuit for his whole provisio.n. * Alter a 
short, though distressing journey, they arrived on 
the'shore of an island, into which thev advanced, 
and passed the night. Next day they indulged 
the deceitful prospect of gaining the continent; but 
they found nothing except an immense floating 
marsh at some distance frorn it. Tiicre it surpris¬ 
ed them to see some inhabitants; and several of 
the men fortunately undenstaading a few words of 
the language, demanded their assistance. Although 
savages are generally believed to be inhospitable, 
it was otherwise here; lliey were eager to succour 
tlieir visitors; they carried them in canoes to their 
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J)uts, and served them with dried fish, the flesh of 

seals, and vegetables, to assuage their hunger. 

The adventurers spent seveial days with theii 
benefactors; then that they might not infringe 
their hospitaJjt}’^ hy eonsuining their winter stolres, 
they resumed then* journey, trusting to find some ' 
Danish colony that might relieve their necessities. 
During a painful journey they passed through dif- 
fen ut tribi's of Green landers, by some of w horn 
tliey viere ikcll received, but maltreated by others, ^ 
and oftenct than once exposed to die of himi,ei 
and tintA little mos',, scraped from under the 
snow, and the raw fltsh of the dogs that they kil¬ 
led, addotl to a few' av hit h wore luckily caught, 
formed thtir entire sustenance. At last, after eve¬ 
ry descrijUion of accident and fatigue, that can be 
/iguied, they arrived on the Idth of March, at 
I’tedirihsliaahy a Danish settlement, where they 
were generously treated. All possible aid was gi 
^en them, and having staid long enough for tiie 
re-estabhshmeni of health, they embarked for Den¬ 
mark, from whence they safely an i\ t d in Holland 
Captain Casti n inn, Broei tics, and the others, w ho 
had laken a nortiierly direction, along with the 
greater pait of the crew, experienced tin* s.iinc 
ilistress. All reached TH-denkshaab likewise, ex 
cepl Bioerties, who died hy the way 

I'hose of then companions in misfortune, who 
t ould not r( solve to follow them, h,id kept a boat, 
tent, and a small quantit}* of provision The field 
oil whiiii they lemained dulled towards Staateii 
Point. It could hardly sujiport llunn longer; for 
the sea was rough, and the field gradually de¬ 
creased in si;^e, until they vv<ne in danger of beiiii; 
.swallowed up But the wind liii kily shifting to 
the north-w (st, they easily made the land. On the 
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(ym df Ortober, a boat wbicli Castricum’s cr^w bad 
abandoned, was found with one man in it, who, 
unable to’ accompany the rest, expected certain 
death. On the same day, they were joined by two 
of their messmates, wlio were left behind; and 
who had been oblige<l to forsake an old man on 
' the extrt'miiy of a field of ice, where, doubtless, 
he ])enshed 

The shipwreeked mariners now united, were 
still th<- ^.y»)rt of the sea, before they could reach 
* the continent of Greenland. In that res^ion they 
were hospitably entertained by tlie liordes of sa¬ 
vages, who shared their siMiity stores alono^ with 
them. At length they came to the Danish settle¬ 
ments, little better ]irovisioned, but which, never¬ 
theless, receivi d them with equal hospitality. At 
Ilolsteinber^, which is one in lat. t>7°, they under¬ 
stood that a vessel belonging to tiie king of Den¬ 
mark lav at anchor two miles from shore. She had 
had biiiught stores, and proposed first to winter 
tht're, and then to engage next year in the fishery, 
previous to I cturning home. The seamen sought 
employment on Ixiard, and after a succeessful voy¬ 
age, they were eai'ried tt> Denmark, ami thence 
obtained a passage to IJollaiid. 

It was computed that the crew of the three ships 
tliiis lost in tlie ice, amounted to 4.'>0 nu !i; of whom 
only 1 iO Mire sued, and these < xju'rienced the 
dangers and suifenngs inseparable fioin sliqiwreck. 
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WRECK OF THE BRIGANTINE 

\ 

ST LAWRENCE, ON THE IbLAND OF CAPE BRETON, 
5 th UKCEMBER l^S0. BY S. W. PUKNTIES, EN¬ 
SIGN OF THE 84th REGIMENT OP FOOT. 


“ On i1u‘ 17th of November 1780, beingrharj,e(l 
with di^fialclies from (Jeiioral llaldimand to Sir 
Henrv^ Clint<m, 1 embarked in the St Lawrence 

A ^ _ 

briganline, lying in the bason of Quebec, and then 
bound to N< w-York. We dropped down the sann 
day on receiving sailing orders to the harbour- iu 
the island of Orleans, called St Patrick’s Hole, m 
company with a schooner bound to the same port. 
On boanl of her was Ensign Drummond, of the 
44th regiment, who carried duplicates of General 
Ilaldimaud’s dispatches. Here we were detained 
six da} s by a Contrary wind, at the expiry of vvliich 
time, the tro^t.had set in with great seventy, and 
the ice was lomiing fast in all jtarls of the iiver St 
Lavvreui e. 

On the Gilh, the wiinl being tail, wt got nndei 
weigh, and ]jvocecded down the river to the islands 
ealk'd die Brandy Pots, altout forty leagues from 
Quebec, W'heie it shifting to the norlli-east oblig¬ 
ed us to cast anchor. The wi-allier continued in 
ten'-tly cold, and the vessel was so leaky as to re¬ 
quire one pump conslaiillv going. , 

A cliange of wind soon enabled us to prosecutf* 
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dwr voyage, and to make the island of Anticostii 
which is at the mouth of the river St Ijawrence, 
when the wind, again coming round to the east¬ 
ward, we were obliged to beat off and on between* 
this island and Cape Roziere four, days. The 
leaks of our vessel at the same time increased to 
such a degree, that we were under the necessity 
of rigging her other pump, and keeping both con¬ 
stantly at work. 

As wo were now in a higher latitude, the ice 
began to form so fast about the ship, lliat it alarm¬ 
ed us exceedingly, lest we should be entirely sur¬ 
rounded, which we prevented only by cutting 
and breaking vast quantities' from her sides. To 
this task, however, added to that of keeping the 
pumps going, the crew, together wiih the passen¬ 
gers, were scarcely equal; for there were no more 
than nineteen persons on board, six of whom were 
passengers, and the remainder very indilh rent sea¬ 
men. As for the master of the vessel, from whoin, 
in such an emergency, we might have expected 
some exertion, he, instead of attending to his diity, 
remained in a constant state of intoxication, in his 
cabin. 

On the 29th the wind came round to the west¬ 
ward, and we jtroceeded down the Gulf of St Law¬ 
rence, with two feet water in the hold. The wind 
gradually increased until the first of December, 
when it blew a perfect gale. 'The crew, ulaiost 
totally overcome with cold and I'atigue, and seeing 


no prospect of gaining on the kak, there behig 
now four feet water in the hold, and despairingl(P 
making any port, resolved to work no longer^ at 
the pumpsi to which the whole foremast meti uua 
iiimously agreed. 

The seamen accordingly off vvorking, 'md 
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declared themselves quite imlifferent about their 
fate, preferring the alternative of goitig to the,bot¬ 
tom with the vessel, to that of suflering such se¬ 
vere and incessant labour, in a situation so despe¬ 
rate. Their fatigue‘', Irom the I7th oi November, 
had truly been exces.sive, and, though some hope 
might still remain, our present circiimslances were 
such as to exclude ail jirobabilily, at least, of sav¬ 
ing the vessel. However, by the means ot per¬ 
suasion and promises, together with the timely 
distribution of a pint of wnu* per man, which I 
had tbrtnnati ly brought on board, they were di¬ 
verted from tins destiiutnc resolution, but with 
great rehu taiice. The\ said, that, whether the 
vessel iilletl or not, was a matter of no conse¬ 
quence. 

'I'lie delay, although not exceeding a quarter of 
an hour, allowed the water in the hold to rist‘ aii- 
<illier foot; hut the men, encouraged by the wine, 
which was issued to llicni every half hour, men as- 
ed their exci turns, and siiccecchd so fei as, in two 
hours, to lediue the water to less than three feel. 
The captain still H'lnained in Ins Cdbiii. 

Dining tlu“Jd and Sd of December, the gale 
setmed rather to augment than diminish, and the 
K'c forn fd ‘>0 thick on the ship’s bid(*s, 

Pint li to iinptde her w,i\ Ihiongh the w alt r. 1 Ins 
t'lnn^iud A new source ol lahtmi, in cutting it oil 
V nil '■aws .md axes as la t as il foinied ; and the 
leak < out mm d to gain on us hcNidcs. 

'I he vtliooiier whieh was m company, far lioin 
Ij^nig able to aflord any a'>istan<e, was in as 
h a condition as our own vt snd, liaviiig stint k 
on sonu lotks at the islanth td Coudies, owdng to 
tln‘ igiioranct or neglect ol lu r pilot. A heavy 
i(j>' In ginning to fall, it vias with the utmost dit 
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ficulty that we could get sight of each othei;;, 
though at no great distance; and, in order not tb ‘ 
part company, fired a gun every half hour. At 
length the schooner made lio answer to our guns," 
whence we concluded she had foundered. Six- 
* teen persons were on board, every one of whom 
perished. 

■The gahi increased prodigiously on the follow* 
ing day, and the sea began to run high; there 
» was also such a heavy fall of snow,. as to prevent 
our seeing twenty yards ahead of the vess(d. From 
the excessive fatigue of the men, the water in the 
hold had risen to its usual height of between four 
and five feet. 

The mate, an intelligent young man, and well 
acquainted with his profession, judged, from the 
distance v^ e had run, that we could not be far from 
the Magdalen Islands, which lie about midway in 
the Gulf of St Lawrence. These islands are only 
a cluster of rocks, partly above, and partly hidden 
under w ater, which have been fatal to many ve&* 
sels. In tine weather seamen wis-li to make them, 
as they serve to take a new departure; but in 
foggy, or blowing weather, they studiously avoid 
them. The mate’s conjecture now proved too welF? 
founded, for, in less than two hours, we heard tlie 
sea breaking on the rocks, and soon alter discover¬ 
ed the principal island, called the Deadman, close 
under our lee. With the grealesl dliliculty we 
weathered the point of it, and, c\ eii after that, v^e, 
were far from tiiinkini; ourselves secure; for the 
snow falling so liiick as to prevent ns from seeing 
many yards alitrad of the vessel, and being in the 
midst of the small islands, there appeared little« 
probability of our cleariuff them all in the same 
manner. 
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Being unable to distinguisli any one in particu¬ 
lar, in sufficient time to avoid it, we were obliged 
to leave the vessel to the guidance of Providence, 
and fortunatelyj I may almost say miraculously, 
we ran through the whole uninjured. The aniiic- 
ty and perturbation, both of the crew and ])assen- 
gers, while amidst these roeks, w^ire very great; 
but now, that the danger was over, it turned oiJt a 
fortunate oceurrence; for the sailors being ready 
to sink by this time under the aecnniuHJitod dis¬ 
tresses of cold and fatigue, and' depressed by the 
little hope they had of saving the vessel, had near¬ 
ly determined again to rpiil the piim])s and aban¬ 
don her to bite. But, aecjiiiring fresh spirits from 
the danger tliey had escapc'd, and asenbing it to 
the immediate interposition of Providenc'e, they 
consent! d to continue their exertions somc'what 
longer. To this they were materially influenced 
by the occasional distribution of wine among 
them. 

During the night the gale eontinuiiig, ami tlu* 
sea running very high, we were apjindieiisive of 
being pooped, wbicli is the stern or poop bc'ing 
beat HI by the naves. In fact, our dread was 
realized, for, about five in the iporning of the .Otli, 
a heavy .sf a broke oti tin* ship’s quarter, whirli 
•ito^e HI our dead liglils, lilh'd the cabin,and wash¬ 
ed the master oul of his bed, wherci be bad re¬ 
mained over sHK'e the conimenceinent of the storm. 

*'1 bis at, cident was attended with more serious 
I onsi quences than we had at tirst ajiprekended, 
form soon discovered, from the inerease of tin* 
leaks, that the stern-post had been started by lire 
' impul-e (»f the Sea. Having nolliing in the after¬ 
bold, HO othi'v resource was lel't but that of altempt- 
Hig to Moji till' leaks with beef, vvhicli wo cut into 
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biuall pieces for the purpose. But we found it 
an ineflectual expedient, and the water eonlinued 
to gain on us faster than ever. 

The sailoib, Ending all their labours fruitless, and 
th^ lc*ak which before was constantly increasing, 
rendered irreparable by this misfortune, abandoned ’ 
themselves totally to despair, and again refused to 
statid by the pumps. They liad not long remained 
inacli^ e, however, before we contrived once more to 
persuadt^them to make another effort to cUnir the 
vessel, when, to our great consternation, we found 
the pumps so compktelv liuzen up, that it was 
impossible to move them. 

All endeavours to keep the ve.ssel fiee were un¬ 
availing, and she, in a very .short time, filled to 
the water’s edge. The smallest ray of hope bi'ing 
now at end, we resigned ourselves, with as much 
fortitudi' as possible, to our approaching fate, ex¬ 
pecting eveiy instant to go to the bottom. 

Ncvcrlbeh ss, when the v,e.ssel was quite full, 
v\e roniarki d that she was very little deeper in the 
waft r than before j and then recollecting a cir¬ 
cumstance which our trouble and contusion had 
almost obliterated, namely, tliat we had a quantity 
of lumber on board, we immediately accounted tor 
her not sinking beyond a certain depth in the wa¬ 
ter. "I'lie liopes of saving our lives weie renewed, 
if we could but prevent the vessel from upsetting 
until we coujd make the Islantl of St John, or 
some other island in the gult. 

Having no guns on deck, and not much lumber 
there to render her lop heavy, we contrived to 
prevent her tiom oversetting, by steering direqtly 
before the wind, though not without some difficul¬ 
ty, because, from the little way sh^ made through 
the water, the waves frequently washed clean over 
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the decks. Besides taking care to keep the vessel 
steady, we used every precaution to secure our 
boat from being washed away, for losing her, in 
our present circumstances, would be a dreadful 
misfortune. I'ho cabin, being raised above the 
*level of the main-deck, was tolerably clear of wa¬ 
ter, and afforded us some little shelter from the se¬ 
verity of the weather. Thither we retired, Iciiv- 
ing only one man at the helm, w ho W'as fastened 
with a rope, to prevent his being carried kway by 
the waves, w'hich, at limes, made a free passage 
over us. 

The violence of the gale still continued witlioul 
intermission, and the snow, at the same time, fell 
so thick, tliat we were unable to see to the mast¬ 
head. From the distance we,had run, we knew 
that we could not be far from land, and the captain 
imagined, from the course during the night, and 
since the ship filled in the morning, that W'e must 
be near the Island of,St John’s, wdiichlies between 
the Magdalen Islands and the Gut of Causo. We 
thence entertained further hopes of saving our 
lives, in case we could rnn ashore on some sand}'^ 
part of it, .intil they were damped*by his adding, 
that the north-east side of the island was nothing 
but a continued reef of rocks from one end to the 
otiier, and that there was but a single harbour 
w here ships could pul in, and this, he recollected, 
was on the opposite side of the island. 

In a f^ w hours after, we observed that the waves 
grew'shorter, and broke higher, which is alw ays 
found to be the case on approacliing low'ards the 
shc^re-, likewise, there was a number of gulls and 
ducks dying about, an additional sign that w'c 
could not be far from it. 

y V ' 

We noil concluded that we were about to run 
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Oil the rocks, which the captain infontned us skirt¬ 
ed the norlli-casl side of the island. On approach¬ 
ing; Ilje land we si.tiered greater dread and appie- 
hensioil than amidst all tlie dangers we had pre¬ 
viously ex])erienred ; the idea of being cast on 
such irenicndous rocks being more terrifying than 
that of being, as our companions had been, buried 
in/.he bosom of the ocean. 

The ship had still considerable way through 
the watev, with no other sail set but a close-reefe<l 
fore topsail, which was the only one we could dis¬ 
play, and the canvas being new, it had hitherto 
stood the Sturm. The ca])lain, to keep her ort the 
land, ])ro})Osed bringing the ship to, which I, as 
A\ell as tlie mate, oj)posed, urging the pn>babilily 
that we should overset her in the attempt; and, 
moreover, that should we be able to effect it, she 
must, after all, drive ashore; because, iu her pre- 
sejit slate, it was im])ossible to make any way to 
windward. Our opinion was rejected, however, 
and an altemjit made to brace about the fore-yard, 
whicli was found impracticabh', from the ropes 
and blocks boing covi'red with ice ; we were 
therefore obligetl to let it remain as ]>t fore ; and 
the colour of the. water having stiddenly changed, 
wi* expected the vessel to strike every instant. 
Feeble as our expectations w'crc of saving our li\es, 

1 thought it incumbent on me to take every pre¬ 
caution to preserve the dispatches with which I was 
charged. 'I'lius I ordered m\,servant to open my 
trunks and collect all the letters they contained, 
which 1 pul into a handkerchief, and fastened it 
about my waist. lie at the same time offered me 
the money that he found in the trunks, amounting^ 
to loO guineas, which 1 desired him to dispose of 
AS he thought proper, thinking it, in this emergen- 
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cy, rather an incumbrance than worthy of pre¬ 
servation. My servant thought otherwise, and took 
care to secure it. 

The weather continued thick as usual,until about 
one o’clock, when suddenly clearing up, we dis¬ 
covered the land ai about three leagues distance. 
This sight gave us no inconsiderable satisfaction, 
taking it at first for the Island of St John’s, wl](^ere 
we might have expected some assistance from the 
French and English families inhabiting,it. But, 
ou a nearer view, we touiid from plans that we 
had on board, that it had not the least similarity, 
no such mountains and ))recipirt*s being laid down 
as these we disc even'd On drawing nearer, wr 
observed llu' sea break high, and present a very 
dismal appearance, about three miles from land. 
As It was necessary for us to pass through these 
breakers before gaining the shore, we expected 
that our fate would be determined there. But 
contrary to expectation, there was such a depth 
of water that the vc'> 3 el went over the reef, and 
did not touch, thougli shipping many heavy sea^. 
^vhich, had not her timbers been strong, and her 
lading light, must mlallibly have beat her to 
pieces. 

The land now began to have a dreadful appeal 
aiice, seeming, from oiii distance, to he liigli and 
rocky; but ou approaching within a mile, we 
had the pleasure of descrying a fine sdiidy beach, 
and a bold shore. .Though the sea ran high, it 
uas less so than on the reef which we had already 
passed. As we advanced, the water conlinned 
deep beyond our most sanguine wishes, so much 
^ so,t a.s to allow us to come within fifty' or sixty 
yards of the beach before wosliuck. Now was 
the time lor the apprehension of every man to he 



!JT LAWBENCE. 


4 


*77 


t 

Oil the rack, as we might expect, 'on touching the 
shore, that the ship would go to pieces. At length 
she grounded with a violent concussion. On the 
first stroke, the mainmast started out of the step, 
smd on the second the foremii!>l- Neither of these, 
howif’vcr, fell over the side, the deal boards in the 
hold being stowed so close together, that the masts 
had no room to play below. At the same time 
thfe rudder was unshipped, with such violence as 
to be ver^' near killing one of the sailors. As soon 
as the ship had grounded, the sea began to break 
over her in every part, each wave lifting her four 
or five feet nearer the shore. Tn a little while the 
stern was lieat in by the s<"a, and then, having no 
shelter in tli<* cabin, we were obliged to go upon 
lieck, and bang by the sliroud.s, lest we should be 
washed overboard. 

In this uncoinforlable situation, we I'em.alued 
until the siiip was beat up so high by the waves 
that w'e could venture to walk upon deck. We 
now perceived tiiat her keel was broken, which, 
wo imagined, would occasion her going to pieces; 
however, that did not immediately happen, which I 
attributed to the boards in the bohl being so inter¬ 
woven with each other, and frozen together by the 
ice, as to gi\ e a degree of solidity to the whole 
vessel. 

Our first care was now to get out the boat, which 
was not- to be accomplished without much difficul¬ 
ty, on account of the quantity of ice both in and 
about it, and our reduction in the number of effec¬ 
tive hands, by the intoxication of several of the 
crew, who considered that tlie most effectual wa;y 
of relieving tlnnr apprehensions. From the yio- 
Icnce of the waves dashing against her, our vessel 
had broached to, witii her broadside to the wind,, 
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so that she afforded some shelter for the boat 
the leeward. Haviui?, with great labour, cleared 
the boat from the i(’e, and prepared her for launch¬ 
ing, I ordered .some liquor to be distributed to 
those who wer<^ yet sober, and then, asked if any 
were willing to embark with me, and attempt to 
gain the shore. TJie sea running so high, that it 
appeared scarcely possible for the boat to live a 
minute, very few were inclined to hazard an e!x- 
periment full of danger, insomuch, that jjill offer¬ 
ing themselves were the mate and two sailors, to¬ 
gether with my servant and a boy, who was a pas¬ 
senger on board. 

Wliat er(‘aled the greati’st emliarrassmcnt to oui 
undertaking, uas the surf breaking over ns i'very 
moment, and llu* inlenseness of the eohl, vvhicit 
immediatel v froze every drop of water so as to co¬ 
ver our clolh(‘s with a sheet of ice. At length vvc' 
got tlie boat into the water, and, having throw n an 
axe and a saw into her, I leaped m, followid b\ 
my servant aiul tlu* mate. Tlu* bov', spring ng 
short, fell into the water; however, we t’onlnvcd, 
as he did not Miik, to drag him into tlio 
tliough not without diHieultv, for our fingt rs writ 
so benumbed tliat we could liardlv'^ use tlu'iii. Hin 
« the chill given to the unfortunate youth, he ii'W* j 
recovered. 'The twm sailors who had agi«e<l i.> 
accompany ns, next leapt into the b.Mt, and, not¬ 
withstanding the former liCsilation of tl.i' rest, all 
seemed ready to follow tluir example. I thenci 
found It necessary to shove her olf from the ship'.s 
side, for, being very small, she certainly would have 
sunk had so many ])ersons crowded in togetliei 
Th(' ship vvas lying about forty yanls from the 
* shore, but, before the boat got half way to it, vve 
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vfere overtaken by a wave, which almost filled her, 
and the next drove us on the dry sand. 

To find ourselves once more on the hind gave 
ns no sm^l satisfaction, spite of our destitute con¬ 
dition. Tile joy which we felt at having esea])ed 
those dangers which had so long been tlie chict 
objects of our dread, made us, for a few moments, 
forget that we were snatched from them merely to 
be exposed to others more inevitable, and that wc 
had escaped one species of death, probably to nn- 
ilergo another more linj>enno and painful. What 
most affected us, was the distress of our compa¬ 
nions rianaining behind, whose lamentations and 
cries for help wc could very ilistinetly hear. Rut 
It was impossible for us, however anxious, to af- 
fonl lliein any assistance; our boat being beal 
high upon the sand, could now be of no use either 
to us or them, while the sea was running so high 
as lo preclude all human aid. 

The nig lit was now approaching, anil we had 
ii(»t remained long in this situation before w’e felt 
ourselves growing slilf with cold. The gale con¬ 
tinuing equally severe as over, we were obliged 
with I'Xlreine difiiculty to wade up to our waists, 
in snow, to the shelter of a thick wood ahout two 
hundred and fifty yards from the beach, which af¬ 
forded some reli(‘f from tlie piercing wiml; but a 
lire was still wanting. We had taken the precau¬ 
tion, indeed, to pul a tinder box in the boat, but 
the water liad rendered it entirely u^idess j thcre- 
lore we had no resource but exercise. Better ac¬ 
quainted with the nature of cold climates than any 
of my companions, 1 recommended to them to 
move about : my advice was strictly adhercil* to 
for ab6ut half an hour, when the young passengi'r, 
already mentioned, overcome with the severity of 
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the weather, threw himself down to sleep. ExV 
tremo,coid is always accompanied with a soporific 
inclination, which it is not easy to resist. Tused 
ray utmost endeavours, both by persu^ion and 
constraint, to rouse him, and make him stand on 
liis legs, but all to no purpose, so tliat I was forced 
to desist. After walking about half an hour longer, 
during which my desire *to sleep was so strong, that 
a sense of the fatal consequences alone restrained 
mo from lying down, I went to the place where the 
boy lay. Putting my hand on his face, and find¬ 
ing it quite cold, I said to the mate, who was <doso 
by, that 1 behoved he was dead: to which the youth 
immediately answered, that he was not yet dead, 
but ■should bf' so very sliorlly; and retjuesled tiiai 
f would write to his futiier at New York, if 1 sur¬ 
vived, and inform him of the circumstances of his 
son’s misfortune: in about t<*n minutes we found 
that he had expired, and, as I imagine, without 
any pain wliatever, or at least any acute sensati<ju 
of it. 

The death of the boy could not deter the rest ol 
iny fellow snfFeiers from giving way to tliis drowsy 
sensation, and three of them lay down, sjilte of 
repeated exhortations to the contrary. Finding it 
impossible to keep them on their legs, I broke o(f 
a branch, and desiring the mate to do the sanu', 
our employment during tlie remainder of the night 
was to prevent them from sleeping, by beating 
them continually with the branches. This was an 
exercise useful to ourselves, at the same time that 
it preserved thelives of our companions. Day light, 
for which we looked with such anxious expecta¬ 
tions, at length appeared, when I desired the men 
to pull down their stockings and let me examine 
their legs, as they observed they had no feeling ia 
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tfi'em. Whenever I beheld them, I clearly saw 
that they were frozen at least half way up, and 
desired that they should be immediati^ly rubbed 
with snq^v, which was done for a considerable 
lime, but to little purpose, as it was impossible 
to restore them to feeling. 

On going to the beach along with the mate, we 
fovind, to our great satisfaction, that the ship had 
not yet gone to pieces, though the wind continued 
with unabating severity. My first study now was 
how to get the rest of the people ashore, because 
our own safety, as well as theirs, alike depended 
on it. Though almost stiff with cold, 1 retained 
feeling in every part, whence I was certain that 
I could not be frozen. 

What seemed greatly to favour the undertaking 
was, the vessel having beat so much nearer the 
shore, that only a very small distance intervened 
at low water. It was high flood when we arrived 
at the beacli; tlierelbro, waiting until the tide was 
out, we advised the people on board to fasten a 
rope to the jib-boom, liy which they might swing 
themselves one by one ashore. Accordingly they 
.adopted this expedient, and by watciiing the mo¬ 
tion of the sea, and seizing the opportunity of 
swinging themselves ashore as the waves retired, 
all got safe to land, except a carpenter, who was . 
a passenger. Having dealt rather too liberally with 
liquor the night before, he was either intimidated, 
or unable to venture. 

Fortunately the captain had put some materials 
for striking a light in his pocket before he left the 
slhp ; we therefore went to work in cuttHig wcjod 
and gathering the branches that lay scattered on 
the ground, of which we made a fire with all ex¬ 
pedition, and were happy for sqjtne time in fyover- * 

VOL. n. H h 
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ing about it and wanning our benumbed limbs. 
Considering the extvt'ine eold which we had endur¬ 
ed for such a Icngtli of time, no luxury could be 
equal to that of a lire; but this gratification was, 
like many other*-, to sev('ral of my companions 
followed hv the most oxerueiating pains, when the 
parts began to thaw. Oilfer^nt parts of the meni- 
i)ers of sonu' of those wdio had remained all night 
in tilt ship, as wtll as those w'ho eame asliore with 
me ill the boat, had been fro/i n. ThV distres'* 
now ])ainted in the faces of these unfortunate men, 
from the torture they underwent, is beyond expres- 
viou : this 1 knew would he ease before 1 heaid 
them conipbiin , hut as there w\is no r<‘medy, 1 
thought it imiieecssan to give them any intimation 

of it. 

On examining into onr numbers, 1 observed 
that Captain C»retn, a passenger, was missing, and 
was informed that, having fallen asleep on boanh 
hi' hud been frozen to ilealh. ,We hud hopes, how¬ 
ever, of sa\ ing the man } et remaining, whieh, from 
the approach of niglit, w'ew'Cie obliged to deter un¬ 
til the following day. N otvv ithslamlmg the eomfot l 
of agood fire, w e found extreme inconvenienee from 
the total want of covering; and we also began to 
sufiet hunger, a new misery, w'illi whieli we li.id 
hitherto been unacquainted. 'Fhe greater part of 
our number were, besides, in a most WTctched state 
from*sores occasioned by tl e frost. 

In the morning, as many of us as w’cre able re¬ 
paired to the beach, to di*vise some means to ex¬ 
tricate the carpenter, whose voici* vve heard on 
board the vessel. But the sea still running with 
the same violence as before, the boat could not be 
put out to his assistance: thus we were obliged to 
> wait till low w'ater, when we persuaded him to 
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come on shore as the others had done. This he 
accomplished with much difficulty, bein^ very 
weak, and different parts of his limbs frozen. 

Wc yet remained without any kind (jf ndurish- 
menl, whence onr strength began to decline. 

The gale continued as boisterous as (wer on the 
seventh and eighth, and between, it aiul next morn¬ 
ing the ship went to pieces from the stern to the 
inain-masi, owing to the extreme violence of the 
se<i breaking against her. By this part of her 
breaking up, some provisions waslie.l on shore, 
consisting of salt heel : tresh meat hung ov(T the 
stern, and a quantity of onions. It being now th«‘ 
foniTh day since we had ate any kind of provision 
whatever, these articles proved a seasonable relief. 
Though w'anling utensils, we dressed onr meat in 
the best in.iniier we could, and made ‘what wc 
thought a mo.st delicious repast. 

Tlie sense of hunger a.ssiiaged, we prepared to 
collect all the provisions we could tind scattered on 
the beach, apprehensive that wc slioidd not soon 
get a supply from any other quarter. Our next 
care was to provide some kiiul of sheker, which 
was no easy task, as so many of our co.iqiany were 
unable to move, and none hut the mate and my¬ 
self callable of active exertion. Oiir mimlier al.so 
was reduced to seventeen. However, a quantity, 
ol deals having tlo.ited ashore, wc (“arried about 
two hundred and fifty into the wood, and hy ten 
at night had coinpleled a kind of house aiioiiitwcn- 
ty feet long and ten feel wide. 

This tinished, we examined into the state of the 
provisions, and had the satisfaction to find thabvvc^ 
liad between two and three huiidred pounds of salt 
beef, and a eonsidciahle stock of onions. Econo¬ 
my being indispensable troin the uncertainty of 
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procuring any aildilion, wi‘ resolved that eacli itiad, 
whether sick or well, should be restricted to a quar¬ 
ter of a pound of beef per day, and four onions, >o 
long hs the latter should last. 

Un the I'hniMilli of Decr'iidier, being the si\th 
day after ue landed, the gale abatid, and gave us 
an oppoitumlv of launching our boat and getting 
on board of the wreck. Having, uith great Iji- 
bour, cleared the boat of 'the sand and ice, three 
of us embarked. It took us a w bolt da^ to open 
the hatches, lor v\e had only one axe, an<l the (m- 
bles vveic frozen over them in a solid lump of icc. 
Next day, the weather conliimiug moderate, we 
again went on board; and having clean'd an ay 
thi' remaiiulcr of the cable, ue cut ii]> j>art of tlii' 
fleck, in order to get out two casks of onions, with 
a .small barrel of beef, containing ai<out oiu* hun¬ 
dred and twenty pounds, and three barrels of ap- 
]>les, shipped by a Jewish merchant of Quebec. 
Wt* likew ise found a quarter cask of potatoes, a 
Liottle ol oil, which jiroved ver} serviceable to llie 
men’s sores, anotlui axi', a largt' iron ))o1, two 
< amp keljles, and about twehe [louiids of c*aiullos. 
VVe contrned, with liard labour, to get this grtat 
■supply on ‘-bore. 

On tile thirteenth, wc occupied onrsi hi’s in get¬ 
ting the provisions slowed away in a coriu'r of the 
hut, when, on o[»ening the apple casks, we found 
liieir contents, to our great surprise', converted in¬ 
to botdes of Canadian babam, a more valuable 
commodity than apples, to he sure, but what, in 
our jiresent situation, we cmild gladly luive <‘x- 
clranged lor a better sedative of h.'iiger. This dis- 
ajipointmeni, as may b(* siipjioseo, extorted a lew 
Ik ally good wishes towards the Jew. Yet we af¬ 
terwards found use for his balsam. i 
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*. Next (lay we were enal)lcd, frdm such a supply* 
to add four onions to our daily allowance. Go¬ 
ing on board we cut as much of the sails as pos¬ 
sible from the bowsprit, with part of wliich we co-* 
vered our hut, and rendered it to)(^rahly warty and 
comfortable, notwithstanding the rigour of tlte 
weather. 

this time the sores of the men who had been 
frost-bit began to mortify, which caused their toes, 
finger.^ and other portions of the members affect¬ 
ed, to rot off: the anguish of this was almost in- 
sup])ortable. The carpenter, who came on shore 
after the others, had lost the greater part of his 
feet, and at night, on the fourteenth, became de¬ 
lirious, in which slate he continued until the fol¬ 
lowing day, when death released him from his mi¬ 
serable existence. Wo covered his body with snow 
and branches of trees, for we had neither spade nor 
pick-axe to dig a grave ; and even had we been' 
provided with them, the ground w^as impenetrable 
from the frost. 

Three days afterwards, our second mate died in 
the same manner, having been delirious for some 
hours before he expired. We felt but very little . 
concern at the death of our companions, either oti 
their account or onr own ; for, in the first place, 
we judged it rather a happiness than a misfortune 
to be deprived of life in such a wretcued situation; 
and, secondly, because there oecame the fewer* 
mouths to consume our little stock of provisions. 
Indeed, had not some paid the debt of nature, we 
should have been reduced to the shocking neces¬ 
sity of killing and devouring one another. 

Though not yet reduced to this necessity, our 
condition was so miserable that it seemed scarcely 
ppssible for any supervening distress sensibly to. 
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augment it. Besides the prospect of perishing’ 
through want in a desolate place, and the pain a- 
rising from a perpetual sense of hunger and cold, 
■the agony which most of us suffered from the sores, 
occasioned by the frost, was beyond expression, 
while the groans of the afflicted were almost equal¬ 
ly distressing to the remainder. But what affected 
me more than all our other miseries was the quan¬ 
tity of vermin proceeding from the men’s sores, 
and continually increasing, which infesled'^ us in 
every part, and rendered us disgusting even to our¬ 
selves. Several, however, who had been only 
slightly frozen, recovered in a short time, with the 
loss of a few t<'es and fingers, no one having en¬ 
tirely escaped the frost but myself. 

On the 20th another sailor died, after having 
been, like the others, some time in a delirious 
state, and was buried, or rather covered, in the 
same manner. Our number w'as thus reduced to 
fourteen persons, yet we did not think it prudent 
io enlarge the allowance of ])rovisions, but still 
kept to the rale originally fixed on, of a quarter of 
a pound of beef daily. 

j^bout a fortnight after being establisheil in the 
hut, the mate and myself availed ourselves of a 
very fine day, to walk ten or tw'olve miles uj) a 
river on the ice. There we obsened many tracks 
*of moose deer, and other animals, which, iiad we 
been provided with fire-arms, we might have kil¬ 
led. We fell in with a wigw^am, and found the 
skin of a moose deer hanging across a polej there 
were, likewise, several trees cut on one side, as 
appeared, by an axe; but we travelled still a 
c<)nsiderable way farther to no purpose, in hopes 
of discovering inhabitants. It was likely, how¬ 
ever, as they had been lately there, that they 
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'frould return j therefore I cut a long pole, and 
next with my knife, which I always took care to 
preserve, as it was the* only one among us, cut a 
piece of birch bark into tlie shape of a liand, with 
the fore-finger exleruled, ami pointing towards 
our residence. We then returned, and our com¬ 
panions, yet unable to move, derived great satis-* 
faction from our relation. 

Twenty days having ela[)sed since our ship¬ 
wreck, <)iir provisions being very much reduced, 
I began to entertain a suspicion of some foul play 
during diflerent times of my absi nee from the nut 
in search of inhabitants. Thus 1 determined, by 
kc'eping constant watch at night, to find out the 
depicdafors, who j^roved no other than the captain 
and two sailors. In so short a space of time, they 
had not consumed less than seventy pounds of beef, 
be^-ides a quantity of onions. I'o prevent such 
unfair practice.s in fiiture, the mate and I never 
went out together, one of us remaining constanll\ 
in the hut. 

After some days, wo reliiiquislied all hopes of 
seeing any Indians or inhabitants here, and having 
provisions only for six weeks longer,* I proposed 
taking as many as could work in the lio.it to si'arch 
for inhabitants. This proposal was unanimously 
agreed to, but on thinking how it was to be pul 
in execution, a dilliculty arose, namely, repairing 
the boat, which the sea had beat in such a man¬ 
ner on the beach, that every seam was open. We 
had no pitch, however, and dry oakum would not 
answer the purpose of stop]nng them. But w^e 
boiled a quantity of the Canadian balsam in the 
iron kettle, and frequently taking it off the fire ly 
cool soon brought it to a propi'r consistence. A 
sufficient quantity being prepared, we tnine<l up 



WRECK OF THE 

« 

the boat, and hiaving cleaned her bottom, gay/s 
her a coat of the balsam, which effectually slop¬ 
ped up all crevices for the present. This done, 
* we got a small sail rigged to a mast, which ship¬ 
ped and unshipped at pleasure ; and I then pitch¬ 
ed upon the persons who were to accompany me 
on the excursion. 

By the first of January, with much difficulty, 
we got our boat into tolerable condition, so that 
she could swim without making much wafer. Wc 
also got our mast and sail rigged in case we should 
have a fair wind, which was rarely to be expect¬ 
ed, as it almost constantly blew directly on the 
land. We had agreed to take six people on board, 
namely, the captain and male, two sailors, my¬ 
self and servant j none of the others were so far re¬ 
covered that we thought them able to join in the 
expedition. Our shoes being all nearly wore out, 
my employment next day was making a pair of 
Indian shoes of canvas. My needle was the han- 
’ die of a pewter spoon, w liieh I had contrived to 
fashion as well as I could for the purpose, and the 
same canvas supplied me with thread. As soon 
as I had made twelve pair, which was two lor each 
man of the party, we divided the remaining pro¬ 
visions into fourteen parts, which admitted only of 
a quarter of a pound of beef per day for si.x weeks; 
those who were to stay behind, sharing as much 
as we, who were to go lu the boat, notwithstand¬ 
ing the great fatigue which we had every reason 
to expect. 

The w,ind continued adverse until the fourth, 
by which time prodigious quantities of ice float¬ 
ing pn the coast, and in some places blocking up 
the bays, rendered our enterprise extremely ha¬ 
zardous ; yet it was better to encounter any hardr 
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sjlip, than to slay here with the certainly of starv¬ 
ing. On the afternoon of this day, having taken 
leave of our companions, we set oft’. 

When about eiglit miles distant, the wind rising, 
threatened to blow us out to sea j Jiowevcr, by dint 
of rowing, we got into a bay mile ahead, where 
wc liauled up our boat as high as our strength per¬ 
mitted, and passed the night. We cut wood, and 
With brandies niadt; a kind of a wigwam to shel¬ 
ter us frpin tin* inclemency of the weather. 

Having oliserved some pieces of nood cast on 
siiore, that had formerly been cut with an axe, 
and a number ol’ long poles, 1 thought it likely 
that inliabilants might he near at hand. I there¬ 
fore set out tovvaidh a Ingh point of laud, with two 
of llie men ; and before proceeding a mile, saw the 
ri'iiiains of a Newfoundland fishing boat, almost 
covircd vMtli sand. This encouraged us'wilh the 
hojies of discovering something more, and we pro- 
i‘(‘tded as fast as we could to tiie height. From 
ihe lop we descried, to our inexjiressible joy, a 
few houses about half a mile dislanl. Thither we 
diretied our course, entertaining no doubt lliat vve 
should now meet lelief; but ou coiniug*up to them, 
we found, to our great disappointment, that they 
were only the remains of old storehouses, built for 
l uring fish, and had appan nlly been abandoned 
many years. Obsciaing a number of old casks 
lying about in diHerent plates, we searched them 
narrowly in hopes of linding some provisions, but 
ill vain. Walking along the point, we gathered 
about a quart ot cranberries, pari of which we 
ate, and reserved the rest for our companions. 
Wc then returned, after reconnoitring all the ppint; 
and although finding nothing more, we derived 
much satisfaction from w hat we had seen, as it 
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confirmed our hopes of meeting inhabitants in tht 
course of the voyage along the coast. 

Meantime the wind came round to the north- 
west, and blew with such violence, as to prevent 
us from proceeding. It continued thus two days ; 
when hapjjening get up in the middle of the 
night, J was astonished on observing, that while 
the wdnd continued blowing as hard as ever, the 
sea was entirely without agita^ion. I immediately 
awoke the mate to inform him of this phenome¬ 
non ; and going dow-n to the beach together to 
learn the cause, we found the sea totally covered 
with ice, nothing but a large sheet of it being vi¬ 
sible for leagues around. This was an alarming 
circumstance, as it seemed to preclude all possi¬ 
bility of our escaping farther, and might even oc¬ 
casion regret at having left our habitation; for 
though we were so near, it was impossible to 
return by laud, besides other impediments, on ac¬ 
count of the depth of the snow, which was impas¬ 
sable, unless with snow shoes. 

The wind continued still two days longer from 
the same quarter. At length it became perfectly 
calm on the ninth; and on the following morning, 
blowing off' the land, not a piece of ice was to be 
seen by four in the afternoon, the whole being 
blown out to sea. Tiiough this afforded the j)ros- 
pect of deliverance from our dreary situation, the 
strength of the gale prevented us from moving t|n- 
til the eleventh. We then launched the boat with 
much difficulty, because our strength was greatly 
reduced for want of nourishment. We made to¬ 
lerable way before the wind, and soon descried an 
•extivjniely high point, about seven leagues ahead, 
ivitlf a continued precipice along the coast, which 
rendered it impossible to land before reaching this 
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cape. The passage thither was dangerous, for 
should the wind change, we must infallibly be 
dashed to pieces on the- rocks. But danger was 
’ no longer an object of consideration; so we got out 
two oars, not being able to use any more, as the 
l^oat was so much damaged as to require two men 
cojistantly baling the water out of her. About 
eleven at night we made the headland ; but find¬ 
ing mo landing places we were obliged to keep 
^along the* coast, until two in the morning, when 
the wind increasing, and a stony beach appear* 
ing, we thought it expedient to land. We got out 
our provisions, but the steepness of the bank ren¬ 
dered it impossible to haul up the boat, there¬ 
fore vve left her to the mercy of the sea. 

This wAs a beach about four hundred yards long, 
and at the dislaiice of fifty yards from the water’s 
edge, bounded by a*precipicc at least one hundred 
feet high, which inclosed it on all sides. 

On the thirteenth, the wind blowing from the 
sea, our boat was drove twenty yards higher than 
where we left her, and several lioles beat in her 
bottom. We were in a most miserable situation; 
the height of the enclosing precipice presented us 
from seeking shelter in the woods ; and having so 
little covering, and no firing, except some pieces of 
timber accidentally floating ashore, we could but 
just keep ourselves from absolute freezing; 

The same weather continticd eight days, attend¬ 
ed with a prodigious fall of snow, a circumstance 
which added to our other inconveniences. At 
length the weather became more moderate on the 
twenty-first, and the snow ceased, after having fal- 
j^len, in the course of the preceding week, to the 
“depth of three feet. We thus gained an opport¬ 
unity of cooking our provisions, which we had done 
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but onc« since our landing. Even this was a grtjat 
loss to us, as the water in whicli the meat was 
boiled, afforded almost as much nourishment as 
the meat itself.. 

Next day we contriveti, with great labour, to 
turn our boat half way over to examine the damage^ 
site had received. It pnjved considerable ; the coal 
of balsam was entirely rubbed off, and there wore 
some holes in her bottom. expected that th^ ice 
would go to sea, as it had done once bofojre, when¬ 
ever the wind .should come round to the south¬ 
ward i and therefore thought if we could hut rej)air 
the boat, that we might still have some cliance of 
meeting with inhabitants. But the chief dillicnlty 
was how to repair it, tor vvt* luid uo pitch or bal¬ 
sam left, and but little dry oakum, which, without 
the former, was of no service. After devising va¬ 
rious expedients, we, at length, gave it up as a 
thing impracticable, and began to turn our thoiight.s 
towards‘.some other means of getting out oi this 
bleak and barren place, to search for relief in an 
inhabited country. 

Though it was impossible to climb the procijiice 
surrounding us, we thought that by walking along 
the ice, which bad yet strength to bear onr weight, 
we miglit get into the woods. Accordingly the mate 
and I set out to walk a few mile.sas an ex])crimeiit. 
We did not go far before reucliihg the mouth of 
a river, and ^ fine sandy beach, where bad our 
good forluue directed us to lanil, we might ha\t‘ 
lived more comfortably, and preserved onr boat. 
But what was to be done, now that we could gel 
into the woods. Ignorant of the way, we could 
not ihiuk lo cross them in .search of a cultivated 
cqunlry, besides it was impossible to traverse iIk' 
snow, which liad now increased to six feet in depth^ 
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in- the wood, without snow shoes. After consult- 
itiEj together, we at last resolved, next day, to take 
our remaining ]jrovisions o» our backs, and coast 
along the ice, as, from its present appearance, it 
seemed as if it would continue some time longer j 
:m<l the wind having drifted the greatest part of 
the snow oft'it, vve computed that even in our pre¬ 
sent weak and reduced condition, we should be 
afjle to walk about ton miles a-day. 

This being fully resolved, we proposed to set 
out on the morning of the twenty-fourth. But on 
the night preceding it, the wind came round to 
the south-east, and blew hard, attended with snow 
and rain ; so that in tlie morning, as I alrea¬ 
dy apprehended would be the case, the whole 
sho(‘t of ice, which the evening before looked so 
firm, was demolished, or driven out to sea. Thus 
were all our schemes frustrated. We had neither 
ice to walk on, nor boat to carry us through the 
water ; nor had we even a possibility of moving 
from this place, where we were embayed, and 
surrounded by precipices insurmountable. 

Tims circumstanced, it was necessary again to 
turn our attention towards some schem^ for repair¬ 
ing the boat, for on that our only hope depended. 
We had plenty of oakum to stop up the holes and 
seams, but nothing to substitute for pitch, which 
might exclude the water ; 1 at length thought of a 
plan, which, I hoped, might have the desired effect, 
namely, throwingW'alerover the oakum,and letting 
it freeze into a cake of ice. As soon as day appear- 
red, I resolved to put my scheme to the test, and 
having cleared the boat of snow and gravel, im¬ 
mediately went to work. The men in aen^- 
ral made light of my undertaking, and reluct¬ 
antly assisted, thinking that they were wasting 
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their labour. Howev(>r, I soon convinced them 
of the reverse, for by continually throwing water 
<^ver the oakuip, we froze up every hole and scam 
in such a manner, that, against four o’clock in the 
afte^*noon, not a drop of water could enter ; and so 
it would remain as long as the weather continued * 
freezing as it then did. 

We carefully launchc'd the boat on the morning 
of the twenty-seventh, and Set off’ early, with a 
light breeze, directly from the shore Wh had the 
satisfaction to observe, that the boat made little oi 
no water, so that we ('ould keep our four oars con¬ 
stantly going; and in the evening com])Uted that Wi' 
had rowed twelve miles. This indeed was but an 
indifferent day’s work, though great for us, because 
we were not only extremely weakened and redu¬ 
ced, but the boat was very heavy and un wieldv 
from the quantity of ice in it; putting ashore on 
a .small sandy beach, we cut .some branches, and 
made afire. Our timler being nearly consumed, I 
was obliged to Inrnish a fresh supply, by cutting 
away the back part of my shirt, wliicli 1 had wore 
ever since we left the ship. 

A shower of rain the following day unfortunatt^- 
ly melted all the ice off our boat, whence we uei» 
detained until the return of frost, and had the mor¬ 
tification to lose a lim* day. Still more imfortu- 
nately our provisions were now^ reduced to two 
pounds and a half of beef for each man. 

On the morning of the twenty-ninth, tin* male 
having wandered a little distance from our lire, le- 
lurned in haste to inform us, that lie had disco\ t 
ed a partridge, perched on the bough of a tree, 
•which he thought I might possibly devise some 
watfof catching. I immediately went to the place 
vvhere he had seen it, and found it in the same si- 
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luatioii. Observing that the bird was very tame, 
and not above fourteen feet from tlie ground, I 
cut down a long ])ole, and taking part of the rope 
yarn that fastened my canvas slioes, marie a run¬ 
ning loop of it, and fixed it to the end of the pole. 
*Then walking softly under the tree, 1 fixed the 
loop about the partridge’s neek, and, by a sudden 
jerk, closer! it, anrl secured the bird. Both the 
^ mate and 1 laughr^d heartily as soon as I had caught 
it ; this was the first tiiflT either oi us felt any in¬ 
clination to smile since our shipwreck. We then 
went towards the fire willi our prizr*, and boilerl 
it with some melterl snow, together witli a little 
salt watiT to give the broth a relish. It was then 
divided into six erjual parts, and lots cast for each ; 
and we sat down to u hat we found a delicious meal, 
ilie only one except tlie quart of cranbr-rries, for 
u'liii h we were indcbterl to cliaiu'C or Proviilence 
slnc(' we had been cast upon the island. 

Wo lorik advaiilagr,* of a iiard fro.st on thr- after¬ 
noon of the twenty-ninth, to stop the briat’s i.‘aks 
.IS belrin*. But the day being almost spent, wc 
could not make aliovi'seven miles. Ne\t mornina: 
we bad not proi'cr rieri above six mile.s, when the 
w iiirl freshening, obliged us to put ashore, anti 
haul up tin* boat. 

A heavv fall of rain, which r-oiiiinuerl the whole 
vlay, rentlererl our situation extremely nntaimforl- 
able, aiid again melted the icy c.iulking of the 
boat. Unluckily also, when wri proposed to re¬ 
connoitre the country, w'e found that tlie snow 
would not bear our weight witbout snow shoes. 
Wc iheri'fore walked along the shore, seeing no¬ 
thing but some stumps of trei's, apparently cn( se-* 
^ oral years before. * 

The frost having returiu'd, we were enabled to 
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launch the boat, and pursue oiir v^oyage, on tfio 
first of February; but the se^Trity of the cold 
having formed-a quantity of ice, it was with exces¬ 
sive labour, that we contrived to get five miles be¬ 
fore night; one of our parly being employed in 
breaking the ice with a pole, and clearing it from 
the bows of the boat. 

A change of wind again prevented us from 
proceeding any farther; an^ on prosecuting the 
voyage, the boat made so much water, *that one 
man was kept constantly baling with a camp ket¬ 
tle. After having run above sixteen miles, we dis¬ 
covered an exceeding high land, about six leagues 
distant, with several other mountains and large 
bays between us, which we were in hope.s of 
reaching before night. About two in the after¬ 
noon, whcnsupposingourselves within three leagues 
of it, we saw an island towards twenty miles from 
the main, and, on comparing circumstances, we 
concluded that it must be the island of St Paul, 
and the high land the north point of Cape Breton. 
The prodigious height of the land led - us into an 
erroneous computation of its distance, and it was 
almost dark before we reached it. Then finding 
no place to land, we were obliged to strike .sail on 
account of the u iiid, and take to the oars, at which 
we continued all night. 

About five in the morning, hearing the sea run 
on tlie shore very long ant! heavy, we conceived 
ourselves ofi’ a sandy beach. Accordingly we 
rowed towards the land, and at the distance of 
fifty yards, for it was yet dark, we were able to 
dis^n a beach at least four miles in length. It 
•iva^ifet a convenient place for landing, on account 
oftnesurf, and a long heavv sea that rolled in 
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nevertheless, we effected it without any other in¬ 
jury, than having the boat half filled with water. 

We then got into the woods, which lay close to 
the shore, for I had taken the precaulClon to pat our 
tinder-box in my bosom, and we contrived to kin- 
■dle a 6re, a necessary refreshment, as we liad got 
wet in landing. We were all so weak and re- 
dii(‘ed, that it was with the utmost difficulty we 
could keep oui\selvej awake for a few minutes 
' when bi'ibre the fire, sjjj that we were under the 
neiTshity of watching in turn, lest ail being asleep 
together, the fire should go out, and wo should be 
fn)zen to death. Having uovv leisure to consider 
every circumstance, we were fully satisfied of our 
being on the north cape of the island of Breton. 

At tiiis time our provisions Were almost con¬ 
sumed, and not having the most distant prospect 
of jjroenring any more, we Hfere ready to abandon 
oui'-elves to despair. As wc were certain of being 
on an inlialiiled island, we might have flattered 
ourselves with the prospect of getting reliet by per¬ 
severing in our dilatory progress, it we had been 
pro\ided with wdierewithal to supply our imHiedi- 
att' wants. 

Having w'eighed the necessity of the case, and 
the misery ol perishing by hunger, I was of opi¬ 
nion, as well as the mate, that it would be most 
advisalile to sacrifice one of our number lor the 
preservation of the rest j and that the most proper 
w’ay would be by casting lots winch should be the 

unfortunate victim. But this shocking, tliough pru¬ 
dent resolution, we agreed to put ofi lotiie last ex¬ 
tremity. 

We had not been able to secure our boat so ef¬ 
fectually as to prevent the sea from beating ue/ 
liigher up on the bensfa, and filling her with jftmd. 

VOL. II. 
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Some therefore set to work clearing her of it, w hile 
the mate and myself travelled along the sandy 
boach in search of provisions. We saw a great 
<)uanlity of 034 ter-sliells lying on the shore, and 
cKatnined them diligently in hopes of hnding Some 
that were lull. Here we were disappointed, which* 
made us curse onr destiny, that we should have 
been cast away in so barren and miserable a coun¬ 
try, and in such an unlucky time of the year, 
when we were not only dgurived of the rekef whu h 
we might have got at any other season from the 
natural productions of the earth, but when even 
the animals iuliablting both elements had retired 
to their holes and hiding places to shield them¬ 
selves from the intense cold which prevails dining 
winter in this inhospitable climate. 

Notwithstanding the ill success we had hithcrtu 
experienced, we slilkcontinuod our search, and, 
by turninj up the snow, and searching in di0ereni 
parts ol the bank, we gathered about two quart<- 
ol hips, or wild rose-buds. Having, in some de¬ 
gree, atla\ed the keen sense ot hunj’er with tin- 
sorry food, wei^ot into the boat md pusliod oil 
The ice, f/owevir, soon obhm^d us to put ashort 
at another part oi the same Ixach. 

In lauding, 1 ha<l the misfortune to diop ttn 
tindei-box from in\ />osom into tlie watei, v\hKh 
piecludcd nsfioiu the possibility oi kiiidliiii]; a file 

tng e\( ecdnigl} w» t, as was geia lally lli»* < a*-* 
when wf landed, we were now in a most unconi- 
lortable situation, md suffered mui h from the cold 
W{ therefore thought it best to ♦ nibaik agniii in 
out boat with all expedition, and return to 
plac* from whence we came, m hopts of finding 
some fire still kindled. 

We got back with the greatest difficulty, being 
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tlie whole way under the necessity of breaking 
through the ice, which this time Had formed al¬ 
most into a solid sheet. In the meanwhile we were 
extremely anxious, lest our fire should have gone 
out; and considered it a lucky Circumstance that 
*we had not been able to go farther from it; 

On arriving at the former station, vvc had the 
saAistaction to find, that the fire was not totally 
extinguished ; had i^bcen so, we must have pe¬ 
rished in the course of night. Having repair¬ 
ed it, 1 cut up the remainder ot my shirt to make 
more tinder, and as the damage our preceding 
stock received lu.d proved nearly fatal to us, I 
resolved to take griater care of it in future. 

The wind cleared off the ice on the bth of 
I'ehruary, and wc departed at ten o\:lock. At 
night we Obtained better shelter within a large 
rock from the wind and sea; and next day, after 
pro('e«‘ding about eight miles, the wind increasing, 
.Mised a (‘onsidtrablc swell, which lorced us to 
steer tow'aids the shoie. In landing, two of our 
oars wtri“ unlm kily washed overboard by the 
'Urt, ^ 

On the following day, we double manned our 
tv\ t) retiiaiuiiig oars, and mad< about six miles before 
rngltl, 1 Ins, tV^nn our weak condition, was a very 
haid da)'s work, for we weie su muchnduced 
Ml stiength, owing to long privation of nourish* 
im lit, that wiieii we got on shore, we could scarce- 
Iv aalk fifty yards together. 

Unfavour ible weather on the eleventh obliged 
ns to remain here the whole da), where we were 
fortunate enough to find a tew rose buds, at pre¬ 
sent esteemed by us a great delicacy. Without* 
this supply, we should have been obliged to uut 
our above-iiieationed scheme in execution. VVe 
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thought Qtirselvcs extremely unlucky, never oute 
to find so uych as the dead carcase of any ani¬ 
mal. At difierent times we had hopes of catch¬ 
ing some of the otters, which we frequently saw 
on the ice; but we never found them at any dis¬ 
tance from the holes, which they continually kept 
open lor a free passage in and out of the water. 
We likewise discovered, at various times, some 
beavers houses, but could n\>t ensnare any of the 

animals. , , 

On the twelfth we continued to proceed, and 
on the thirteenth th' weather proved milder, at¬ 
tended with a tall of rain j whence we could hard¬ 
ly get the boat to swim, as the ice melted off the 
bottom. This forced us to put ashore before 
night. 

Having carefully reconnoitred all around, and 
searched in every part under the snow, we were 
unable to find even the miserable sustenance of 
rose buds. Driven to the last extremity, we were 
necessitated to sacrifice the prospect of travcdling 
further to the immediate preservation of our lives. 
About a dozen tallow candles remained, which 
had hitherto been employed in stopping the leaks 
of the boat as soon as they sprung. Of these we 
divided a small part, which gave us relief for the 
present. The two following days we coasted a 
few miles in search of hips, intending, if we found 
them, to draw up the boat, and remain until they 
were consumed. 

We now began to be fully sensible of our des¬ 
perate situation, and to expect that our fate would 
be perishing of hunger. Notwithstanding this 
, terrible anticipation', what gave me most uneasi¬ 
ness was, that my friends would ever remain ig¬ 
norant of our wretched catastrophe. It preyed 



ST LAWRENCE. 


501 


u^on my spirits, slight as such a Y:onsicieratiou 
may seem compared with the dioad of death. 
That it might be prevented as far ,as possible, 1 
took every opportunity of cutting out my name ' 
on the bark of the largest trees. The fatigue of 
’ cutting, as wellthe preservation of myknife, which 
I have already observed, was the only one among 
us, would not admit of my being more parti¬ 
cular. But on the ^Valls ot the storehouses I'or- 
merly di'icovcred, I vwaite a brief account of our 
disasters in English and French, and requested li 
any persons should tall in with it, that they would 
transmit it to my lather at Quebec. 

On the seventeenth, we made another division 
of the tallow candles; and advancing above five 
miles on the eighteeiilh, to a sandy beach, with a 
line flat country, we resolve<I to put on shore, and 
perish in this place, unless some unfojeseeii acci¬ 
dent should interpose lor our relief. We were so 
much debilitated, that vVe knew we could not pio- 
ceed much further; and it being a vain attempt 
to try to draw up our boat, she remained exposed 
to the mercy of the sea. 

We cleared away the snow from particular 
spot, at the entrance of a wood, and having cut 
some small branches of pine to lie upon, and i>tuck 
some larger into the surrounding bank of snow for 
shelter, we made a fire. This done, we all went 
in search of hips, and had the good fortune to col¬ 
lect about a pint, which boiled up with a couple 
of tallow candles, afforded us a comtoi table meal. 

The next day we passed without any kind ol 
provision; and apprehensive that our little rc- 
maiiiiug strength would soon desert us, we em¬ 
ployed it in cutting and piling as much wood as 
wc were able to supply the fire. Wc had prekerv- 
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ed 9ur axe, a('saw, and the sail of the boat, whidli 
we used as a covering. Meanwhile the waves 
haf! beat the boat so hi.<>h up as to be quite dry, 
wbjch precluded us, had we even been so dispos¬ 
ed, from the power of putting to sea again, as-our 
whole strength could not move her a single foot. 

All the nineteenth was uflsuccessfully occupied 
in search of hips ; the candles were therefore the 
only resource, and they were^io\v reduced to two. 
The following day we*«fe'':;nd ourselves *so much 
Weakened as to be incapable of using the axe, and 
were thence under the necessity of creeping about 
in our turns to gather the rotten branches of trees, 
scattered on the ground for fire wood. Wanting 
a proper (juantity of fuel, wc could only inaiiitain 
a fire that was just sufficient to keep us I'roin fret*z- 
iiig; the weather was still as cold as in the month 
of December. 

At this time having no more than two tallow 
candles remaining, and no longer finding any p<»s- 
sibility of gathering hips, w'e thought that we 
might probably derive nourishment iroiu the kelp 
weed lying on the shore. Accordingly wo col¬ 
lected a little, and boiled it with melted snow a 
few hours in a kettle; but it was then very little 
tenderer than at the beginning. Next we melted 
one of our tallow candles in the liquor, and sup¬ 
ping it up, and eating a quantity of the weed, our 
apptditcs became somewhat satiated. However, 
in two hours all were atiected with a very uneasy 
sensation, and soon after seized with a fit of vo¬ 
miting, wiiicli continued about four hours. M'c 
were then tolerably easy, but extremely exhausted. 
> On the twenty-second, we used some more 
kelp weed, and (mrliist candle. It still operated 
in the same manner, but with less violence than 
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before. Severe frost setting in, we^.naade a faint 
attempt to launch the boat, without being able tp 
move her one inch on the shore, w,hich forced us 
to abandon our design. The candles being all 
consumed, we were under the necessity of boil* 

' ing the kelp without tallow, which however nau¬ 
seous at any other time, then not pnly afforded us 
sjome kind of nourishment, but even an exquisite 
relish. ** 

But after living threAidnys on it solely, we be¬ 
gan to Bwc'll to an alarming degree. We were at 
a loss whether to ascribe this to the kelp or to the 
cold, because we were unable to keep a sufficient 
fire. However, I ascribed it to the lormer, for 
notwithstanding the severity of cold to whicii we 
were at other times exposed, and frequently with¬ 
out any shelter whatever, no such extraordinary 
''ymptorns ensued. On the contrary, we were as 
much reduced in bulk as in strength, whi'reas, in a 
few days, the swelling hud increased to such a degree 
all over oiir bodies, that even with the little flesh 
on our bones, we could sink our fingers two inches 
deep on the skin, and their impression remained 
visible for above halt an hour alter. Hunger ne¬ 
vertheless compelled us to keep to the same diet. 

We passed a few days more in the same man¬ 
ner ; at the expiration of which, we weie so much 
swollen as almost to be deprived of sight, and ko 
greatly reduced in strength, that it was with the 
utmost difficulty we could keep our fire iu, by 
successively crawling about, and breaking the rot¬ 
ten branches that lay scattered on the snow. 

The time was now arrived when I thought it 
highly expedient to put the plan before mention¬ 
ed into execution ; but on feeling the pulse of my 
companions, I found some of them rather av'eme 
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to the proposal. The desire of life still prevailed 
!,:ahovE ^v,ery other sentiment, notwitlistanding the 
■'wreJLchiEfine^ .of our condition, and the impossi¬ 
bility dtpfeserving it by any other method. 

I thought it an extraordinary instance of infa¬ 
tuation, that men should preler the certainty of a ' 
lingering and naiserahle death, to the distant chance 
of escaping one more immediate and less painfuL 
Howler, on consulting with'che mate what w as to 
be done, I found that alcbeiijgh they objecfed to the 
proposal of casting lots for the victim ; yet all con¬ 
curred ill the necessity of some one beinp sacri¬ 
ficed for the pres.ervation of the rest. 1 he only 
question was fiow it should be determined ; when 
by a kind of reasoning more agreeable to the dic¬ 
tates of self-love than justice, it was agreed, that 
as the captain w'as now so exceedingly reduced 
as to be evidently the first who would sink under 
our present complicated misery ; as he had been 
the person to whom we considered ourselves in 
some measure inuebted for all our misfortunes •, 
and further, as he had ever since ojur shipwreck,, 
been the most remiss in his exertiofis tow'ards the 
general gobd,—he v' as undoubicdly the person 
who should be the first sacrificed. 

I must confess, that 1 then thought there was 
some colour of truth in the conclusion. Tet 1 was 
not a little shocked at the captain’s intended late, 
though 1 had greater reason than any one else to 
be incensed against him. Not only was this from 
his want of duty, and his mal-practices at tlie hut 
in purloining our provisions, but also I discovered, 
afier our shipwreck, that notwithstanding his os¬ 
tensible destination Waa‘ for New York, his real 
one was for the West Ihdies. -» . 

, l^e.deierminalion now adopted was kept a pro- 
foun(i secret from the captain i and it would have 
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t)een impossible for us to have survived tnat^ days 
longer, withoflt putting it in execution. jSut on 
the aSth of February, while all dying about the,.! 
fire, we thought that we heard the sound of human 
voices in the woods. Soon afterwards we disco¬ 
vered two Indians carrying gun^ in their hands, 
who did not seem yet to have observed us. The 
•sight of them inspired us with fre.sh strength and 
spirits .:^ and getting up, we advanced towards them 
with the greatest eagWd'ess imaginable. 

As soon as we were discovered by the Indians, 
they started back, and appeared fixed to the ground 
for a few moments with surprise and horror. It is 
not indeed to be wondered at, on considering 
that, besides the amaxement they must naturally 
have fell at meeting white men in this uninhabited 
part of the island, our appearance Was enough to 
alarm the most intrepid. Our clothes being almost 
entirely burnt off, several jiarts of our bodies were 
bare j our limbs were swollen to a prodigious bulk; 
our eyes from the same cause almo.st invisible, and 
our liair in a confused and dishevelled state about 
our heads, for we had not been abVj to comb it 
since our shipwreck. 

As we advanced towards the Indians, some of us 
wept, and some laughed with joy. Being a little 
recovered from their surprise, they did not shew 
much inclination, to accost us, till 1 gnt'Up to one 
of them, and took him by the hand; wlien lie shook 
it for some time very heartily, which is tlie usual 
mode of salutation among the Indians- 

At length they began to testify signs of . com¬ 
passion at our distressed appearance, and 1 con¬ 
ceive that their shyness at first proceeded freftn 
the repugnance it inspired. They accompanied 
us to our fire, and sitting down together at it, by 
desire of one who could speak a little jjroken 
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French, I informed him whence we came, and of 
the disasters w'e had experienced. During my re- 
4 ^ cital, he appeared to be much affected by our suf¬ 
ferings. 

I then asked the Indian if he could furnish ns 
W’ith any kind of provisions, which he answered in 
the affirmative. Observing that we had very little 
he suddenly started up and Look our axe in hif, 
hand. Looking at it and laughing heartily, as I 
suppose, at the badness be threw ft down 

again; and taking his tomahawk, a small hatchet 
always carried by the Indians, from his side, ho, 
in a short time, cut a quantity of wood which he 
brought and threw on our fire. Having done so 
he took up his gun, and, without saying a word, 
went off vv itli his companion. 

I'his to persons ignorant of the Indian man¬ 
ners, would have been an alarming circumstance, 
but 1 was so well acquainted with the dispo¬ 
sitions of thfese people, who seldom speak w hen 
there is not absolute occasion for it, that I had no 
doubt they were gone for some provisions, and 
that we shopld very soon see them again. Not¬ 
withstanding the length of time W'c had been with¬ 
out nourishment, I confess that 1 had very little 
iiK'lination to eat; tlie fire which the Indian had 
made was the greale.st refreshment to iis, who had 
been for many days without a good one. 

After about three hours had elapsed, during 
which interval some of our party were not void of 
anxiety lest the Indians should never return, wc 
pen eived them at a short distance, coming round 
a in a bark canoe. ’ Having landed on the 
bea^^hey took some smdkcd venison, an<l a blad¬ 
der oil out of it, which they brought up to 

our fii^'*'place, and putting some of the meat into 
our kittle, boiled it in melted snow, and then gave 
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fech a very small quantity, together with a little 
oil. I knew very well their reason for being so 
sparing of the meat. A quantity of gross food, in ^ 
our present state, might have been produetivjyof' 
the worst consequences, and it gave me no incoii- 
'siderable pleasure to find the Indians s6 careful of 
us. 

• This light repast ended, they desired three of us 
to embark in their •canoe, these being all that sj^c 
would carry at atimt?* <Ad ])roceed to their hut, 
which lay in the middle of the woods about five 
miles distant by water, and a mile from the shore. 
At the sea-side, we were received by three other 
Indians, and about twelve or fourteen women and 
children, who had there waited our arrival. These 
last conducted us to their habitation in the woods-, 
while the two Indians returned for our. compa¬ 
nions. This habitation consisted of three huts, or 
wigwams, inhabited by the same number of fa¬ 
milies j and on our reaching ihein we were treat¬ 
ed with the greatest humanity. They supplied us 
with broth, but would not sulFer U!» to eat meat, 
or any kind of substantial food whatevjer. 

The two Indians then returned with our compa¬ 
nions, when having all received a toleralde re¬ 
freshment, I was desired, at tlie request of a very 
old woman, who appeared mistress, or mother of the 
families present, to give them an account of out 
transactions sinc-e the day of the shipwreck. The 
Indian who understood French, explained it in 
his own language, and the old woman, I could 
perceive, was exceedingly affected at certain parts 
of it. 

As soon as I had ended speaking, the old \vi»- 
man rose up, and after supplying us with j^ome 
more broth, desired the interpreter to explain to 
us the shipwreck of the famous partisan, §t Lut 
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Lacortie, on his passage from Canada to France! 
He informed me that this gentleman, of whose 
shipwreck 1 had already heard something, was 
coft away directly on the North Cape. That ji 
great many persons were drowned on the' occa¬ 
sion, among whom were two of M. St Luc’s own 
children, who were drowned in his arms as he was 
attempting to carry them on shore. The Indian 
lil^ewise informed me, that aftef his having remain¬ 
ed five days there, and Jftrfihred much from cold 
and hunger, he himself had relieved and conducted 
him to I^uisburg. For this service, he said, M. 
Luc was indebted to him thirty pounds, v»hich he 
promised to remit from Halifax, but had never 
done so. Whether this part of the story was true 
or not, 1 had no means of ascertaining; M. St Luc 
was himself best acquainted with it. Ouo thing I 
am* satisfied of, however, that considering the sea¬ 
son of the year wlien the journey was performed, 
the poor Indians must have earned the money 
veiy <learly. 

Our hosts did every thing in their power to re¬ 
duce the swelling of our limbs, which they ac¬ 
complished at length, with much difficulty; and 
thus having provided for our own immediate wants, 
our thoughts recurretl to those uidortunale men 
IV horn we had left near the wreck. Wc laboured 
under great anxiety let,t, by this time, they sliould 
liave perished ol hunger; yet should it so hajipeii 
that they might still survive, I determined to 
omit no means which could be devised for their 
preservation. 

1 described to the Indians the part of the island 
where w'e w^erc cast away, and asked them if it 
was possible to go to the rtlief of our comrades. 
They replied * hat they knew the place perfectly 
well, j^at It was above one hundred miles distant, 
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through very difficult paths» over rivers and moun¬ 
tains ; and added, that if they undertook the jour¬ 
ney, they must expect some c'ompensation for 
their trouble. This indeed was but reasonab^ ^ 
for it fcould not be expected that the^ should leave 
rlicir hunting, from the produce of which alone 
their wives and families subsisted, to undergo such 
.fatigue through pure benevolence : And as to 
the distance, I could easily credit their account, 
as 1 kifew^that We hcd Jbmc above a hundred and 
fifty miles^by water, 

i then, for the first lime, informed them that 
I had money, in truth it dit^ not before occur 
to me that 1 had any; and that if it were an 
object, 1 should pay them tor their trouble. They 
beemed much pleased at hearing that I had mo¬ 
ney, and asked me to let them look at it.. Taking 
my purse from m}’’ servant, I showed the hundlred 
and eighty guineas j and observing an eagerness 
in thoir countenances at the sight of them, which 
1 little expected among Indians, and that the wo¬ 
men, in particular, had taken a strong fancy to 
it, 1 persented tacli with a guinea^. For this, 
they expressed their satisfaction by laiigbiiig, the 
only method among these savages of displaying 
every sentiment of nature. 

I uas resolved to save the survivors, if any there 
were, let the demands oi the Indians he ever so 
exoib'taut At last we made an agreement that 
they should set off next day, wdiich w'as the second 
of March, and that tho should receive twenty-five 
guineas at their dopanare, and the like sum on their 
return. This matter ailjusti'd, they immediately sc‘t 
to work 111 making a proper number of mockasius 
and snow-shoes, both loi themselves and the.ship- 
wrecktd men; ancfbaviiigreci ived the covenanted 
sum, three of them set olf the following mo^’iiing. 
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My situation was not nearly so comfortable af¬ 
ter these people knew 1 had money, as before; they 
J|>c(‘ame as mercenary as they had been clraritable, 

* and exacted above ten linie.:> .the value of^every 
arnrle furnished to myself and iny companiohs. 
Besides, which, I was under constant apprehen¬ 
sion, lest, incited by this extraordinary passion 
for money, they should plunder and leave ns in 
tlu* same destitute condition iii which they fouml 
us. 

The only thing on which I rested niy hopes of 
better treatment, was their religion, for they wore 
Christians, and very rigid Catholics, having been 
converted by the French. They were very assi. 
•luous in their devotions both night and morning, 
and frequently gave us cause, indeed, to wish tlic'v 
had not been quite so devout, by disturbing us all 
night with their psalm-singing. My servant being 
an Irish Catholic, tlicy were exceedingly fond ol 
him, and heaped their favours on him most pro¬ 
fusely.. 

It was some time before we had recovered any 
degree of strength, or could digest any substantial 
food; what we got from the Indians consisted of 
the flesh of the moose-deer, and seal oil, on whicli 
they subsi.sl entirely during the time of hunting. 

Although we found ourselves pretty comfortalily 
situated among the savages alter our late miseries, 
i was anxious to gel away, on account of the dis¬ 
patches with which I was charged, which I 
iliought might be of the utmost consequence to his 
tnsgesty’s service, particularly from knowing that 
the duplicates of them were lost. However, I 
oontinued in such a weak condition, that it was 
impqssible for me to move for some time, finding, 
as well as my fellow-sufferers, that such a shock 
to theyjonstitutiou was not to be easily repaired. 
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After near a fortnight’s absence, the Indians ar¬ 
rived with three men, in a reduced and miserable 
stale, who were the only survivi>rs of the emht 
left behind in the hut. They told me, that TiaV 
ving consumed all the beef after I departed, the^ ' 
^subsisted some days on the skin of the moose-deer, 
wliich we had left entire not thinking it worthy 
yof partition. This finished, three died of hunger 
ill a few days, and the survivors were under the 
necc.ssit't of subsisting on,their flesh, until the In¬ 
dians came 4ud relievetl them. One of the remain¬ 
ing five was so imprudently ravenous, on the ar¬ 
rival of tile Indians, as to eat such a quantity of 
meat, that he expired in a few hours, in the most 
excrncialing agonies; and another, soon afterwards, 
accidcntalljf shot himself with one of the Indian’s 
guns. Thus t\as oiir number, originally consist¬ 
ing of nineteen persons, now reduced to nine, and 
it mny he the siihjt ct of wonder, how so many 
could, for the space of three months, undergo sucli 
complicated disliesses from excessive cold, fatigue, 
and hunger. 

We all lemained another fv)rtnight among the 
Indians, during which 1 was obliged to pay, as 
before, a most exorbitant price lor our diet, and 
for ever^' necessary we were provided with. Mt 
health being, by this time, suincwhat re-establish- 
td, and my money very much rediued, 1 resolved 
to prefer the good of the service to my own con¬ 
venience, and proceed as fast as possible with (le- 
iierul Ilaldimand’s dispatches, though it was now 
the most unfit season ot the year for travelling. I 
therefore made an agreement tvith the Indians to 
conduct me to Halifax, b}- w Inch I was to pay 
, them lorly-fivc pounds, and furnish them with 
provisions and all necessaries, at every inhabift d 
place on our way. 
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It was settled, that, on the Qd of April, I should 
depart with two Indians, and that Mr Wiushew, 
a yqung gentleman, who had beepia passenger on 
of the vessel, should accqtnpany nfe, as also 
lAy own servant. The Indians’ were to conduct 
the remainder of opr party to a settlement on 
Spanish River, about fifty miles distant, where 
they were to wait for an opportunity of getting 
by sea to Halifax in spring. Previous to parting 
I gave the captain cash for a bill.on his owner at 
New York, that, he might provide fof the imme¬ 
diate subsistence of himseff and the sailors; which 
bill was afterwards protested by the owner, on the- 
pretence that neither master nor crew were en¬ 
titled to any wages, the ship being lost. 

We accordingly set off on the da^n appointed, 
each carrying four pair of Indian shoes, or nioc* 
kasinSy a pair of snow-shoes, and fifteen days pro¬ 
visions. The same day we got to a place called 
by the English the Broad Oar, where we were 
detained until the fourth by a storm of snow. We 
then proceeded to a place called Broad Dock, at 
the mouth of Lake St Peter, where we met two 
families of Indians, who were hunting, and, for 
five pounds, purchased a bark canoe. I was al¬ 
so obliged to purchase two Indian sleighs, in 
whicil to drag it on arriving at ice. 

On the seventh we proceeded for a few miles 
along the lake, but the ice being bad, ^ve were 
soon obliged to lake to the woods. A thaw next 
coming on, made the snow, now six feet deep, so 
soft and heavy that we could travel no longer with 
our snow-shoes. We were, therefore, obliged to 
remain here four days that the thaw continued, 
*and we became very apprehensive that the ice 
would give way altogether. This would have oc- 
casioued a delay of two or three weeks until it 



Sr LAWRESGK. 


613 


f 


should be entirely cleared off the lake, and might 
reduce us to a condition equally distressing as our 
former one, excepting that we were provided'VitU 
arms and ammunition, I 


However, the frost returned on the l2th, and 
we set off the day ensuing, when we travelled 
about six leagues, sometimes on floating pieces of 
Jce, and sometimes in our canoe, where the lake 


was open. Our provisions being almost exhaust¬ 
ed on (he 14th, Ve ^jrt'Unately shot a very fine 
moose-deer, which weighed about six hundred 
pounds. We carried inove than an hundred 
pounds of its flesh, and also some of the blood, 
along with us. Thus stocked, we felt no appre¬ 
hensions of want, in case the weather should re¬ 


turn mild. 


Next morning we set off, and made about six 
leagues in the same manner as before; and our 
strength being greatly exhausted, we agreed to 
make a halt of two days in the woods. Choosing 
a spot which abounded with pine trees and other 
evergreens, the Indians speedily made us a com- 
tortablc habitation of their boughs. The wig¬ 
wams which they thus construct, are excellent 
shelter from the wind and falling snow, and are 
proof against any thing but heavy rain. H 
On the eighteenth and nineteenth we travelled 
onwards, meeting nothing remarkable. This is 
one of the finest lakes in America, about tweiity 
leagues in length, and eight in breadth. Had it 
been sufficiently frozen, we could have saved se¬ 
veral leagues by crossing from point to point, and 
from one island to another; instead of being oblig¬ 
ed, as we were, to go round the greatest part oi 
The bays on one side of it. , 

On the twentieth we arrived at a place called 

VOL. il. K k 
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Si Peters, where there were four or five French 
and English families settled. I was here very po- 
received and entertained at the house of Mr 
^ilivanaugh, a merchant, who, though I was an 
[ entare stranger to him, took my draft for two hun- 
3 died pounds on my father. 

I should have taken a shallop or fishing-boat 
from this place to Halifax, had there not been al¬ 
most a certainty of being captured by some priva¬ 
teer along the coast. This kke, 'St Peter' is but 
luilf u mile from the ocean, to which we carried 
our canoe, after stocking ourselves witli provisions 
and other necessaries, to proceed by water to the 
Gut of Canceau. We set off on the twenty-second, 
and arrived at a place called by the French Grand 
(irave, where there was a family or two of that 
nation. From the height of the wind, we remain¬ 
ed here all night, and on the twenty-third reached 
a settlement called Disconsse, where wc were de¬ 
tained another (laj^ l)y floating icc. 

On the twenty-fifth, we got to a ])lace named 
Narraschoc, where we were hospitably entertain¬ 
ed as we had been at St Peters. Hero I exchang- 
ed the remains of my regimental coat lor a brown 
suit of clothes, intending to pass for the master of 
a shi|t in case I should be taken by any of the 
American privateers at Canceau: and as the in- 
iiabitants of this place gave me to understand, that 
the people of Canceau were very much disafl’ected 
to our government, I took every precaution to dis¬ 
guise the appearance of an officer. 

On the twenty-sixth we proceeded to the point 
of Isle Madame, intending to cross the great pas¬ 
sage, Mhich i.s called the Gut of Canceau. Fiinl- 
ing.tbere was Mill a great quantity of floating ice, 
we returned to Narraschoc to procure a small 
sloop or vessel that coidd resist it. Next day, hav- 
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provided one, in which we also embarked our 
tie canoe, we^ crossed the passage, which is eight 
agues, in three hours. The men navigating the 
essei were apprehensive of meeting AmerX’^an 
rivaleers, lyingin the harbour of Canceau,whifeii|.* 
ndiiced me to commit my dispatches and papers 
0 one of the Indians, as I knew the Americtfis 
lever attempted to search or plunder any of them. 
Fortunately, however, we saw no privateers lying 
in the liarbour. 

Here I went to the house of the principal man, 
a Mr Rust; but having been informed, that he 
supplied the New England cruisers with almost 
pvprj.' necessary that his stores could afford, I was 

(li'tennined to be very cautious of what 1 said in 

his presence. 1 passed for the captain of a ship, 
and he asked me a mimher of questions, the ten¬ 
dency of vvliich I conid easily perceive, and there¬ 
fore returni'd as evasive answers as possible, I 
found that he had a brother-in-law, who was first 
lieutenant on board a sixteen gun brig, beJongin^- 
to boston, which had gone out of Canceau har¬ 
bour the day before. 

We remained until three o'clock nqxt morning, 
w'hen, apprehensive of treachery on the part of 
our pretended friends, w-e set off without giving 
Mr Jiust any warning. For a smallquantity of pro¬ 
visions which I bought from this gentleman, I 
had to pay at least three times its value. 

We had now to proceed in our canoe along the 
coast to Halifax, and had reason to dread that we 
should again be ilistresscd for provisions. Rut we 
wore fortunate enough to find in our progress 
plenty of lobsters and other fish, which the In¬ 
dians caught with amazing dexterity ; killing the 
flat fish with a pointed })ole, and the lobster^ with 
a cloven one. Ten days were occupied in the 
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voyage, during which time we fell in with no set¬ 
tlement, nor saw any thing remarkable, excepting 
a number of piccaroons on various parts of the 

CO^i. 

The Indians remained a few days at Halifax, 
jfwl^e they received the balance of the money due * 
|tto/them, and then returned to their island. Here 
^ i. was obliged to continue for about two months 
longer, until an opportunity occurred of obtaining 
a passage in a ship, called the Royal Oak, to Ne\v- 
York. Here I delivered iriy dispatches, though 
in a very tattered condition, to Sir Henry Clin¬ 
ton. 

The rest of mV fellow sufferers in 
wreck I^ive^ «oon afterwards at Halifax, in a 
shallop from Spanish River. The captain, con¬ 
scious of the reception he might expect, did not 
think fit to go his owner at New-York, to give 
an account of the loss ot the vessel. ^ On the 
contrary, he took a passage Ironi Halifax, and 
was a considerable time after serving as a pi¬ 
lot on the Thames. The mate, on account ol his 
good conduct during the whole of our transac- 
tiond, was appointed by a gentleman in Halifax 
to the command of a ship bound to the West In¬ 


dies. 
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